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West Side Church of Christ CALLER

From Dan’s Desk

1190 Stahlheber Rd
Hamilton, OH 45013

Phone
513-863-7553
Fax
513-863-7552

Office Hours

Monday-Friday
9:30— 2:30

Church Staff
Dan Knisley
Senior Minister

The Human Heart and God’s Love

Someone once said that “the heart of the human problem is the heart of
the human.” And so it is. Though the world does not acknowledge it, most
of our human misery stems from the corrupted condition of the human heart.
Jesus put it this way when He said: “For out of the heart comes evil thoughts,
murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander.” (Matthew
15:19) Much of the evil seen in the world starts in the human heart. Indeed,
our hearts are the heart of the problem.
It stands to reason then that what we need is heart repair. Well, God does us
one better– He gives us completely new hearts. This is His promise: “I will give
you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart
of stone and give you a heart of flesh.” (Ezekiel 26:26) When a person turns to
the Lord He removes the hardened heart and replaces it with a heart that is
tender and sensitive– a heart that loves the Lord and loves people. What a
blessing it is to receive a new heart from God!

Dan@wscchamilton.org

Lance Whitehurst
Minister to Children
Lance@wscchamilton.org

Therefore, as people who have received new hearts from God, let us live in
such a way that shows the love God has given us. Because of God’s great
love for us we can love Him with our whole hearts and love our neighbor as
ourselves.

Ellen Sippel
Secretary
Ellen@wscchamilton.org

Think how many problems in this old world would be solved if everyone did
that.

For Him,
Dan
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MISSION SPOTLIGHT
Once More Can You Help Us In 2014?
Our Mt. Healthy Christian Home/Village Auxiliary Membership Drive is February 9 through
March this year. Thank you for your membership donations over last year. We hope we can
increase our number of West Side members from last year for 2014. We hope you are able
to help us in 2014! Membership fees are the same as I have ever known them:$3.00 for an
individual auxiliary membership or $5.00 per family. Just please feel out your bulletin insert
form and give it to me along with your donation. If you would like to donation additional
dollars with your membership , I will gladly pass that along at the next Auxiliary meeting.
Every donation helps to bring smiles to the residents’ faces, providing little –and big– extras in
their lives.
Also, there are many ministry opportunities at Mt. Healthy. Some require simply time and
interest. Others require a variety of talents. These opportunities could fill as little as a few hours
a month or as much time as a person wants to donate. If you prefer your Auxiliary membership
donation to be your only involvement, THANK YOU! Small gifts from many people help to make
life nicer for the residents of Mt. Healthy Christian Village/Home.
I would also like to encourage any interested West Side members to go with me to the April
14th Auxiliary meeting at 10:15am. (There is a very nice luncheon served at the close of the
meeting.) We have often been shown recent improvements made possible by our membership
donations. Come see what has been done!
Thank you for your membership and involvement in the Auxiliary of Mt. Healthy.
In His Service,
Winnie Schanie.
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Children’s Chat

Caller Feb 2014
I was notified by the missionaries that we supported for VBS that the money we donated
lasted them 6 months, thanks so much for generous giving they didn’t expect it to last that long.
If you don’t remember our Mission was Red Sands Christian School, a mission school for the
Navajo in Winslow, Az. The children at the school are all from poor Navajo families and they
don’t have enough food for the weekends, so the school sends the kids home with backpacks
with food in them for the weekend.
Upcoming Children’s Events
Girls Night Out
Girls only lock-in March 7-8 from 8pm-9am, cost= free. All Westside
girls and their friends Grades 3-5th are welcomed to attend. Come and enjoy a fun night of
games, movies and crafts just for the girls. Sign up sheet will be up on Children’s Ministry
bulletin board starting Feb. 2. All attendees will need to have a medical/permission slip for 2014
filled out and bring with you that night. You can get the forms either off the churches website or
there will be copies on the shelf outside Jr. Worship after February 2. Any females high school
on up that would like to help with the evening or stay overnight see Rachel Whitehurst.
Macho Night
Boys only lock-in March 14-15 from 8pm-9am, cost is free. All
Westside boys and their friends Grades 3-5 are welcomed to attend. Come and enjoy a fun night
as we play a survivor type games as we learn about temptation. Come see if your team can be
the one to win the treasure chest of prizes.Sign-up sheet will be on Children’s Bulletin Board
starting February 2. All attendees will need to have a medical/permission form for 2014 filled out
and bing with them. You can get the form either off the churches website o there will be copies
on the shelf outside Jr. Worship after February 2.
Vacation Bible School Site Leaders
If you were a sight leader last year for VBS come
th
to our meeting February 16 at 9:30 to see about what we ae looking at doing for this years
VBS. If you are interested in serving this year it is important that you attend this meeting as
there are some changes to the way VBS will be done.

A note to all parents. In an effort to stay in touch and remind you of children’s
events, I now have the ability to twitter something and then you receive it as a text.
If you would like to have this all you need to do is text follow wsccstudio150 to
40404. If you have question see me or any teenager. OK time to be honest I read
about this but Rachel still had to help me set this up.
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REQUESTS
FOR PRAYER

Chaplain Ben Dillon:

Ben and Dawn
67 Candler Ct.
Cameron, N.C. 28376

Bible Trivia
Where did Paul dwell for “two
whole years in his own hired
house….preaching the Kingdom of God and teaching
those things concerning the
Lord Jesus Christ”? ?

Acts 28:16-30
Rome

February Prayer
Focus:
Unity through love
in the body of
Christ

Phillip Paul Bliss (July 7, 1838, Dec. 29, 1876), the prolific gospel songwriter &
singer, spent Christmas 1876 with his family at his parents’ Pennsylvania farm. It
was a working vacation, as he spent part of the time writing new hymns. He
packed them into his wardrobe trunk.
After the holiday, Philip & his wife Lucy left their small children with his parents.
They boarded the Pacific Express Railroad and settled in for the long train trip to
Chicago. Bliss was booked to perform at the New Year’s Eve service at the Dwight
L. Moody Tabernacle. The evening’s evangelist was Maj. Daniel Webster Whittle.
Near Ashtabula, OH, the train began crossing the trestle bridge. Suddenly, the
bridge collapsed, plunging the cars into the icy river. The cars burst into flame.
Bliss managed to escape through a window, but couldn’t find his wife. He entered
the wreckage, searching for her. Unfortunately, both died.
Miraculously, Bliss’s trunk survived intact. The railroad dutifully shipped it to its
destination, Chicago. Maj. Whittle accepted the trunk and inspected the contents.
He found a manuscript: the words for a new song, “I Will Sing of my Redeemer.”
Knowing that Bliss often wrote both the words and the music, the major searched
for the trunk for a copy that contained both. Not finding one, Whittle asked Bliss’s
songleading successor, James McGranahan, to compose a melody.
Now completed, McGranahan included it on the Spring 1877 program.
McGranahan assembled a men’s quartet to sing it. Among the singers was
George C. Stebbins, a frequent soloist with many of the day’s prominent
evangelists.
Later that year, Stebbins was in New York City. While there, he attended an
exhibition of Thomas Edison’s newest invention, the phonograph (“talking
machine”). The demonstrator invited audience members to make a recording.
Stebbins accepted the invitation. Intrigued, curious, and perhaps a bit nervous,
he approached the recording horn. He sang “I Will Sing of my Redeemer,” one of
the first religious songs to be recorded.
Upon playback, Stebbins, pleased with the results, later wrote:

Prayer Ministry Team:

Linda Keller
513-312-3587
Helen James
867-8221

“(W)hen it was made, I stepped aside and heard myself sing…the hearing of my
voice, and every word with striking distinctness enunciated, and even my
characteristic manner of singing, modulation of my voice and phrasing, produced
a unique sensation.” (“Songs of Glory” by Wm. J. Reynolds, p. 127)
To date, I haven’t found evidence of Stebbins recording this song commercially,
even though he lived until 1945. However, the Edison Mixed Quartet recorded it
for Edison in 1913. A century later, Selah recorded a modernized version of it.
Today, the song is often performed with a different melody, “Hyfrydol.” This
Rowland Prichard tune is used for many other texts, including “Come Thou Longexpected Jesus” and “Love Divine, all Love’s Excelling.”
“I will sing of my Redeemer, And this wondrous love for me;
On the cruel cross, He suffered, From the curse to set me free.
Sing, O Sing, of my Redeemer!
With the blood, He purchased me;
On the cross, He sealed my pardon,
Paid the debt, and made me free.”
--P. P. Bliss, 1876
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PRAYER MATTERS

from the Prayer Ministry Team

Adapted from Be Jesus in Your Neighborhood (Developing a Prayer, Care,
Share Lifestyle in 30 Days) by Alvin VanderGriend.

FASTING WEEK: Please continue to fast for at least one meal the fourth week of every
month for the upcoming year..

Pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be
alert and always keep on praying for all the saints. —Ephesians 6:18
God has given us prayer so that we may help each other stand. The devil is always scheming to
cause us to fall. But God provides ways to help us stand victorious over the powers of evil. Paul
warns us in Ephesians 6 against the devil’s schemes and the “powers of this dark world” that are
constantly opposing us. Four times he uses the word “stand” to encourage us to hold out against
the onslaughts of the “spiritual forces of evil” (Ephesians 6:11-14).
Standing our ground requires that we first “put on the full armor of God.” We are protected
against the devil by knowing the truth, being righteous, having the gospel of peace, trusting God,
possessing salvation, and using the Word of God in the right way. But Paul’s order to “put on the
full armor” does not end with “take . . . the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.” It goes
on without a break to say, “Pray in the Spirit on all occasions.” In other words, the prayer support
we give each other is an important part of our defense against the devil.
The prayer support required is all embracing. It’s “on all occasions,” of “all kinds,” “always,” and
“for all the saints.” Imagine being in the midst of a fellowship of Christians who prayed for each
other this way. The possibility of falling would surely be minimized.
God intends that all believers be strengthened to stand, as all take seriously the responsibility
to always keep on praying, on all occasions, with all kinds of prayer for each other. That’s a tall
order. It goes far beyond the kind of casual praying that most Christians are accustomed to. But
those who pray “in the Spirit” can do it.
PRAYER: Gracious Holy Spirit, thank You for the amazing gift of prayer! We are in awe that at all
times, on any occasion, and in multiple ways, we can come before the throne of Almighty God
and intercede with power as You lead us! Show us how to support others as together we take
our stand against the devil. Give us opportunities to teach others to seek You in this way so that
we can keep one another from falling prey to his evil schemes. May our hearts be set not upon
the things of this world but upon the purposes of the Father as we protect one another from
stumbling into the traps the enemy sets for each of us. We long to see what You will do through
Your people as we are strengthened to stand firm in the power of Your Holy Name!
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FAITH:
Dairy of a Bible--Copied
January: A busy time for me. Most of the family decided to read me through this year. They kept me
busy for the first two weeks, but they have forgotten me now.
February: Clean-up time. I was dusted yesterday and put in my place. My owner did use me for a few
minutes last week. He had been in an argument and was looking up some references to prove he was
right.
March: I had a busy day the first of the month. My owner was elected president of the PTA and she
used me to prepare a speech. (Note: This certainly wouldn't have even gotten used for that in today's
world).
April: Grandpa visited us this month. He kept me on his lap for an hour reading I Corinthians 13. He
seems to think more of me than do some people in my own household.
May: I have a few green stains on my pages. Some spring flowers were pressed in my pages.
June: I look like a scrapbook. They have stuffed me full of newspaper clippings--one of the girls was
married.
July: They put me in a suitcase today. I guess we are off on vacation. I wish I could stay home; I know I'll
be closed up in this thing for at least two weeks.
August: Still in suitcase.
September: Back home at last and in my old familiar place. I have a lot of company; two women's
magazines and four comic books are stacked on top of me. I wish I could be read as much as they are.
October: They read me a little bit today. One of them is very sick. Right now I am sitting in the center of
the coffee table. I think the pastor is coming by for a visit.
November: Back in my old place. Somebody asked today if I were a scrapbook.
December: The family is busy getting ready for the holidays. I guess I'll be covered up under wrapping
paper and packages again--just as I am every Christmas.
Does this sound like your Bible? If so, maybe now is a good time to start reading it each day.
FUN: A Women's Got to Have Her Chocolate
I started a diet again today, the third one in three weeks, but what can I say-A woman's got to have her chocolate.
I was so proud, I had lost five pounds, but it wasn't long until it was found--because
A woman's got to have her chocolate.
I thought I'd be good and give it another try, but if I didn't have chocolate I thought I would die--because
A woman's got to have her chocolate.
Now the purpose of this poem is short and sweet, if you desire chocolate,
then chocolate you should eat--because
A woman's got to have her chocolate.
Ladies, enjoy that chocolate if you happen to get any for Valentine's Day.
HAPPY VALENTINE'S DAY!
FELLOWSHIP: We have two sad goodbyes: Goodbye to Daniel and Mindy Stephens, we will really miss
you. May God bless you richly in your new worship ministry. Goodbye to Linda Kovarik who went home
to heaven recently. Her Reflecting Light ministry brought hope to a lot of people through God's Words.
Linda will be greatly missed.
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Small Groups that meet at the Kieser’s February 11 & 25 at 7pm.
Seniors Play day Thursday February 6th and 20th at Noon.
Seniors on the Go – on hiatus until March

*******************************************************************************************
Dear West Side Church Family,
Thank you to everyone who offered prayers and sent cards while I was in the hospital. I wanted to let you know it
really helped me. Please continue to pray for me.
Diane Scarth
*****************************************************************************************
To My Church Family,
Thanks so much for the cards and prayers while I was in the hospital.
Thanks to BeeBee and Neil for bringing me communion and Roger, Phyllis, Janet, Delores, Eunice and Pat for
their visits.
In Christian Love,
Frances Stephens
*****************************************************************************************
Dear Church Family,
Thank you so much for all your prayers and support during my surgery and recovery. So many visited at Westover and
it was so appreciated. Hopefully it will not be too long before all the pain is gone!
Thanks Again!
Margie Arnold.

*****************************************************************************************
Congratulations Mitchell Lipscomb who was promoted to Private 2nd class and Bay Leader.
************************************************************************************************
To My Church Family,
I want to thank you for your prayers and cards that you sent me during my surgery and recuperation time. I
appreciate each of you.
Thank You,
Eunice Murphy.
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Mount Healthy Christian Village Auxiliary Meeting
January 13,2014

The Council on Aging Survey was perfect.
February 20th program “Bless Your Heart” and March 18 “Lunch of the Irish” program is free to the
public and lunch will be offered.
The MHCV Memorial Walk-A-Thon will be June 21st from 8:30 am till 10:30 am. This is a very
important fundraiser. If you are not available to walk on this date, get a group together and walk at
another time and place.
Meeting dates are at 10:15 on April 14th, July 14 and Oct 13.

EVENTS AT A GLANCE
February 2
February 4
February 6
February 11
February 11
February 14
February 17
February 18
February 20
February 25
February 25

Faith Sunday with Scouts
Trail Life
Senior Play Day
Small Group Kieser’s
AHG
Trail Life Spaghetti Supper
Caller Deadline
Trail Life
Senior Play Day
Small Group Kieser’s
AHG

Services
Sunday:
Bible School
Worship Service
Evening Worship
Youth Group

9:30 am
10:30 am
6:00 pm
6:00 pm

Wednesday:
Evening Bible Study
Worship Team Practice

6:30 pm
7:30 pm

