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Church

West Side Church of Christ CALLER

From Dan’s Desk

1190 Stahlheber Rd
Hamilton, OH 45013

Phone
513-863-7553
Fax
513-863-7552

Office Hours

Monday-Friday
9:30— 2:30

Church Staff
Dan Knisley
Senior Minister
Dan@wscchamilton.org

Daniel Stephens
Associate Minister of
Teens and Worship
Daniel@wscchamilton.org

Lance Whitehurst
Minister to Children
Lance@wscchamilton.org

Ellen Sippel
Secretary
Ellen@wscchamilton.org

Living The Laid-Down Life
John wrote, “This is how we know what love is, Jesus Christ laid down His
life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.” (I John 3:16) The
greatest expression of love the world has ever known was manifested when a man,
not just any man, but he Son of God, laid down His live for the sake of others.
As followers of Christ we are called to do the same. Christians ought to
live “the laid-down life.” Living the laid-down life means giving up our desires, our
agendas, yes even our physical lives if necessary for the sake of our brothers and
sisters in Christ because we love them. This is what Jesus has done for us, and this
is what He has called us to do for one another. The laid-down life, giving up your
own personal good for the sake of others, this is the heart of what it means to be a
Christian.
But to often we don’t live the laid-down life, do we? Too often we live for
our own sakes, with little or no thought for others and little or no desire to sacrifice
for the sake of others. The “Me-generation” wants what it wants for itself NOW. How
far removed from the example of Christ!
How different would our world be if more people lived the laid-down life. In
the 4th century there loved an Asiatic monk named Telemachus who spent most of
his life in a remote monastery. He felt one day that the Lord wanted him to go to
Rome. So he went, even though he had no idea what the Lord wanted him to do
there. He arrived in Rome just as gladiatorial combat was to begin in the Coliseum.
What Telemachus saw horrified him, grown men killing each other for sport. He raced
down to the arena shouting, “In the name of Christ, forebear!” One of the gladiators
ran him through with is sword. As Telemachus lay on the ground he gasped, “In the
name of Christ, forebear.” and he expired.
The gladiators stopped fighting. The crowd stopped cheering. All over
the arena they filed out until it was empty. Telemachus’ sacrifice crystallized the
opposition to gladiatorial combat. Never again did men kill each other for the crowd’s
entertainment. All because one man lived the laid-down life.
What could God do through you if you were to live the laid-down life?
How would it change your relationship with your family, fellow church members,
co-workers, and the people you meet every day? This old world desperately needs
people who will love others this way, laying down their lives for others, because Jesus
Christ laid down His life for us. Let’s follow His example.

For Him,
Dan
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MISSION SPOTLIGHT: South Pacific Christian Fellowship-Jill Shaw

Jill Shaw has been in Auckland, New Zealand since the 1990's, where she actively serves
with South Pacific Christian Fellowship group. Jill is a teacher and mentor for Shore Christian
Church, and also shares her home as a refuge for women in need. Jill is a chaplain for
Auckland University, and helps to multiply the kingdom through one-on-one discipleship.

Discipleship is . . .





Helping people connect with Jesus and with others.
Equipping them to get close to Jesus and stay there.
Reconciling our corrupted worldview with a Kingdom worldview.
Desiring an intimacy with Christ that is to be lived out in the world.

Present ministries:
•Chaplaincy @ Massey University – staff, students & internationals, National Conference of
Chaplains, blog & resources, counseling, evangelism, networking.
•Discipleship & LifeGroups via Shore Community Christian Church includes Discipler, Equipping
Seminars, writing materials and consulting on small groups for other congregations, and spiritual
formation consultation.
•Refuge House & Refugee Resettlement serving wounded & growing women & refugees.
•Mentoring missionaries & encouraging Spiritual Formation through networks worldwide.
Whether it is in leading a Bible study, chaplaincy at Massey University, starting a women’s
refuge, planning retreats, one-on-one discipling, relationships, or social activities for children or
youth, discipleship drives Jill’s ministry, fulfilling a major component of Jesus’ last command to
us in Matthew 28. Shifting gears many times each day in New Zealand where she has served
since 1999, Jill attempts to contextualize the Gospel in different situations depending upon the
hearer. Jill gets to experience anew how living and active God’s Word is, and how thirsty people
are for grace & truth. Public speaking, discipling, Bible studies, mentoring missionaries and
Christian camp ministries keep Jill busy when she is in the US.

Jill will be with us September 29th to give us an update on her
ministry.
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Children’s Chat

As you read this, I am actually out in Arizona with John and Mike Van Sickle.
Hopefully while out there I will be able to meet some of the kids we helped during VBS.
I want to thank the Studio 150 crew for being willing to step up and make sure things
run smoothly while I am gone. West Side has some amazing dedicated children’s workers.
Due to growth, we do have some needs for more workers. If interested either e-mail me
Lancewscchamilton.org or call the church.
I want to thank all the teens and adults who came out and helped the Christian
Family Center with their annual “Back To School Luau.” Also thanks to those who came out
to help at the cookout we had at the Center. A good time of food and fellowship was had
by all. I don’t want to forget to thank those who brought brownies for the cookout..thank
you for helping us show Jesus’ love in a small practical way.
Sunday September 15 will be Promotion Sunday. During the second hour all children
ages 4yrs through 6th grade will be together for a party and worship time.
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REQUESTS
FOR PRAYER

Chaplain Ben Dillon:

Ben and Dawn
67 Candler Ct.
Cameron, N.C. 28376

Bible Trivia
Who was the first man recorded in the Bible as having
lived in a cave?

Genesis 19:30
Lot

September
Prayer
Focus:
Leadership of the
Holy Spirit

Prayer Ministry Team:

Linda Keller
513-312-3587
Pat Brunner
896-6168
Helen James
867-8221

The first day of September symbolized the return of school. Church schools traditionally
began their new year on Rally Day, usually the second Sunday of September. Rally Day was
a day of celebration. The students were promoted to their new classes, received their attendance awards, and graduating students and retiring teachers were recognized. Part of the
devotional time was spent singing hymns from a youth hymnal, usually some of the familiar,
easier-to-sing hymns from the adult hymnal, such as “This is my Father’s World” and “For
the Beauty of the Earth.” Another one was “I Would be True.”
Howard Arnold Walter was born Aug. 19, 1883 in New Britain, Conn. Friends knew him as a
deeply religious young man who was an avid reader (especially poetry) and writer. Most of
his friends didn’t know about his serious heart condition. He matriculated to Princeton
University in 1901, intending to become a minister. He won many academic honors and
graduated cum laude in 1905. At one time, he wrote a poem a day. His final undergraduate
poem was (academically) the most important, for he wrote the class poem.
Before he started seminary, Howard took a year’s sabbatical and taught school in Japan.
While there, he continued to write. One day, he wrote a poem that he titled “My Creed.” He
mailed a copy home to his mother. She was so impressed with it that she submitted to
Harper’s Bazaar magazine. They also liked it enough to publish it in 1906. When he returned home, Howard entered Hartford Seminary and began his ministerial studies. He also
collated some of his manuscripts and published them in a book titled “My Creed and Other
Works.” He graduated in 1909 and began his pulpit ministry.
After a few years, he heard the call to become a missionary. Before going overseas, he had
to undergo a physical. The doctors warned him that he wouldn’t live another five years
because of his heart condition. Instead of five years, he lasted six. Ironically, he didn’t die
from his heart trouble. He contracted influenza and died during the world-wide influenza
outbreak at the end of World War I. He was 35 when he died on Nov. 1, 1918 in Lahore,
India. His last words were ”O Christ, I am ready.” (Complete Book of Hymns by the Petersens, p. 180)
His words have lived on. Now titled “I Would be True,” the hymn has been translated into at
least 17 languages and published in over 200 hymnals. It was even recited in a “Twilight
Zone” episode, “”The Changing of the Guard.”
The hymn is usually sung to a melody composed by Joseph Yates Peek (Feb. 27, 1843,
Schenectady, NY-March 17, 1911, Brooklyn, NY). At the time, Peek was a layman and
church musician who met Howard when he visited Peek’s home church. Peek was so
moved by the poem that he composed a melody for it. He couldn’t notate the music, so he
whistled the melody to the church organist, who wrote it down for him. It was published in
1911. “I Would be True” is also sung to other tunes, including “Londonderry Air,” the Irish
tune used for “Danny Boy.” This version was performed at Princess Diana’s funeral in
1997, which was broadcast world-wide by the BBC.
“I would be true, for there are those who hurt me;
I would be pure, for there are those who care;
I would be strong, for there is much to suffer;
I would be brave, for there is much to dare;
I would be brave, for there is much to dare.
I would be faithful, in each passing moment;
I would be constantly in touch with God;
I would be strong, to follow where He leads me;
I would have faith, to keep the path that Christ had trod;
I would have faith, to keep the path that Christ had trod.”
--Howard A. Walter, 1906
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Sophie Bovenizer
Barb Colwell
Mae Lasley
Dale Richter
Ruby Singleton
Mag Thacker
Ruby Wyatt

homebound

Which tribes settled
east of the Jordan
*************
River?
Rueben & Gad
Numbers 32

Support our Troops
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PRAYER MATTERS
–Prayer

from the Prayer Ministry Team

Points taken from Patterns for Prayer by Alvin VanderGriend

FASTING WEEK: September 22 thru September 28. Pray and fast at least one meal for lost souls,
church growth, church finances, our missionaries and that our nation will turn back to God.

I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit;
apart from me you can do nothing” (John 15:5).
One of the very real reasons for prayerlessness in the Church is our failure to realize our
dependence upon Jesus. We want to try it our way first, and then pray when our way gets us in
trouble. One of the most practical aspects of prayer is the way it teaches us to lean upon the Lord.
Ronnie Floyd, in How to Pray, says there are two critical aspects to remember about prayer:
1) Prayer occurs when you depend on God and 2) Prayerlessness occurs when you depend on
yourself.
A praying church is a church that has learned to depend upon God. A praying Christian is one who
has learned to depend upon God. The crying need of our day is not more religious activity, but for
Christians who will trust the Lord and serve Him out of a greater dependency upon Him.
PRAYER: Father, forgive us for trying to do Your work in our own strength. Teach us to pray on all
occasions with all kinds of prayers. Help us to walk in complete dependence upon You.
–Adapted from Asleep in the Land of Nod (Thirty Days of Prayer Towards Awakening the Church)
by David Butts
Prayer Points
Praise the sovereign Lord who cares for his sheep (Ezek. 34:11). Thank the Lord for shepherding
you, caring for you in his rich pasture (34:14). Confess times of wandering away from the side of
the Good Shepherd. Commit yourself to rejoicing in the bounty he provides for you. Ask God to
help you be a blessing with the blessings you’ve been given.
Pray that your church’s care-giving and fellowship efforts will be led by faithful shepherds who
care for the flock (34:1-10). Ask God to give them compassionate diligence to strengthen the
weak, heal the sick, and bind up the injured (34:4).
–Prayer Points taken from Patterns for Prayer by Alvin VanderGriend
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Promotion Sunday September 15.



Small Groups that meet at the Kieser’s on hiatus until September.



September 10 Seniors on the Go – Red Lobster Colrain Ave. Leave the church at 11:00am



Singing Seniors Rehearsals on hiatus until fall.



Wednesday Women’s Bible Study on hiatus until September

********************************************************************************************

Due to growth, we need some more workers for either the nursery or 2&3's class for both hours. If
interested see Lance or Carolyn Whitehurst.
*****************************************************************************************

To Our West Side Church of Christ Family,
Thank you for your prayers and cards of sympathy during the time of our sister, Fannie Parks
passing. This has been all very comforting.
The Bob Ramsey Family.
***********************************************************************************************************

West Side Family, Our appreciation to everyone who expressed support through prayers, cards
& condolences at the passing of our granddaughter, Chelsie. Our prayers came though God’s
amazing grace. May our God bless you all. Thank you again.
Frank & Maxine Owens & Family.
***********************************************************************************************************

Prayer Walk September 4 at 6:30 pm. Come join us as we walk local neighborhoods praying for
our friends & neighbors.
***********************************************************************************************************

Praise for Aubrie Grissom. She is now 5lbs. And 8 ozs. and is at home.
***********************************************************************************************************

Thanks to all who made Awaken Ohio-Battle of the Bands a great success. A special thank you to
Daniel--without you there would not have been an Awaken Ohio. To Richard Lipscomb--we couldn't
have done as well without your help. To our grill masters, Richard Lipscomb, Bill Brunner and
Wayne Kieser--great job guys. To the American Heritage girls--great job entertaining the children.
To everyone else who contributed their help in any way (too many to mention by name)--we really
appreciated all you did. We had a great time and are looking forward to Awaken Ohio-Battle of the
Bands 2014.
The Battle of the Bands committee
****************************************************************************************************************
Thank you to God’s Girls for the donation of the lovely eagle picture that hangs in the foyer.
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To the Congregation,
After 20 years God’s Girls is done. Due to age, health issues, and dwindling
attendance, God’s Girls has officially disbanded. No longer are we able physically
to do the things we used to do with ease, such as putting up the Christmas trees,
taking them down and storing them in the attic., cleaning the auditorium and
cleaning of the kitchen and a myriad of other things which I won’t mention here.
We enjoyed doing all these things for God and our church, our hearts are willing but
our flesh is weak. If anyone is interested in taking over this ministry, either see Pat
Hornsby or me, Jane Wright or any of the other one of God’s Girls or Linda Kieser.
For Him,
Jane Wright
Secretary
God’s Girls

EVENTS AT A GLANCE
September 1
September 2
September 4
September 8
September 10
September 15
September 23
September 29

No Evening Service
Church Office Closed
Prayer Walk 6:30 pm
Cruise-In /Outdoor Service
Fun Bunch-Red Lobster
Promotion Sunday
Caller deadline
Jill Shaw

Services
Sunday:
Bible School
Worship Service
Evening Worship
Youth Worship
Youth Group

9:30 am
10:30 am
6:00 pm
5:30 pm
6:00 pm

Wednesday:
Martial Arts Class
Evening Bible Study
Worship Team Practice

6:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:30 pm

