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Church

West Side Church of Christ CALLER

From Dan’s Desk

1190 Stahlheber Rd
Hamilton, OH 45013

Phone
513-863-7553
Fax
513-863-7552

Office Hours

Tuesday-Friday
9:30— 2:30

Church Staff
Dan Knisley
Senior Minister
Dan@wscchamilton.org

MIsty Jordan
Worship Leader/ Teen
Ministry Director
Misty@wscchamilton.org

Ellen Sippel

Mom, Apple Pie, and the U.S.A.
It seems as though all the great traditions of this nation are under attack today. From the declaration made that America “is not a Christian nation”
(not true), to the denigration of motherhood by the radicals intent on overturning all our sacred institutions, those things prized as our traditional, Christian
values are being trashed. Even motherhood itself is disdained by the Hollywood elite and media gurus.
Well I for one am not going to put up with it, and I hope you won’t either!
For when people start trash-talking the good old U.S.A. and dear old Mom (and
even the apple pie she makes– and my Mom does make a great apple pie), in
the words of the old gunslinger- “them’s fightin’ words!” I don’t know about you,
but I’m, tired of mom, apple pie and the U.S.A. being dragged through the mud
by cultural elites who disdain everything I cherish as a Christian, as an American, and as my mother’s son! It’s time for us to stand up, speak up, roll up our
sleeves, and fight for what is right! And dear friends, Mom, apple pie and the
U.S.A are right! There’s nothing wrong with any of that. As they say, “if it ain’t
broke, don’t fix it.” Only the radicals who want to overthrow our institutions have
a problem with it. Likewise, America is not broken. Only the warped Americahaters see this nation in those terms.
So this Mother’s Day...as you visit dear old Mom, let yourself be
reminded of the great institutions like motherhood, faith in God, and the love of
country which have made this country great. Give honor to Mom, even if she is
no longer with you, by cherishing the memory and living in a way that would
make her proud. And give thanks to God that you live in the best, freest country on the face of the earth. You will be blessed if you do those things. And who
knows, Mom might even bake you an apple pie! I can’t think of a better way to
spend the day than that, can you?

Secretary
Ellen@wscchamilton.org

For Him,

Dan
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“Great Strides” for Cystic Fibrosis
5K Walk, Taking Steps For A Cure
Many of you know our granddaughter Amanda, 11 1/2 years old, was diagnosed with cystic
fibrosis at 8 weeks of age. She is the older daughter of Pam and Ryan, who have taken great care of
her throughout these years. She has regular treatments (the VEST, run by compression, nebulizer with
certain medicines) for her lungs/breathing and other medicines for her digestive system (including
enzymes taken before meals and snacks). Her 10 year old sister Emma is also a carrier of CF.
This past February Amanda and her whole family were treated to an all-expense-paid weeklong “dream” trip to Oahu, Hawaii by the “Make-A-Wish Foundation,” complete with trips to and from
the Cincinnati airport in a long sleek limousine from their home and extra spending money. They had
a wonderful time hiking to and through a rain forest, watching scuba divers and lots of fish from seats
behind the pilot of a submarine, exploring the ocean aquarium varied sea critters as well as fish of all
kind, playing in the ocean waves and lava-laced sand. They had to miss going snorkeling, as the water
was too choppy on the scheduled day. So they enjoyed the resorts’ pools (natural looking) They
learned the names of native plants and fish and were guests at a luau too. Amanda took a lot of
pictures and made a scrapbook.
Come join us at the 2015 “Walk For A Cure” on Saturday May 9th at Oxford memorial Park (In
Uptown Oxford) Check in time is 9:00 am and the walk begins at 10:00 am Water and snacks are
provided. The Cystic Fibrosis Foundation has made great strides toward finding a cure since it was
established in 1955. At that time, CF children died before getting through grade school. Now, the
median age of CF patients is 35 years of age. Many medicines have been researched and developed
down through the CFF pipeline. Some are now being used by CF patients. Amanda has benefited
from a couple of these. Another– a new enzyme ill—she had to stop trying and go back to taking her
previously used enzymes a few months ago.
Of course the researchers (hoping and looking to find a cure) need funding. Too many lives are
being lost too early from the effects of thick mucous not allowing nutrients , etc to go through the cell
walls, So, we plead with those of you who cannot walk with us to help sponsor those who can with
your donations of any amount. (After the walk the CFF will send you a receipt for your donation). If you
write a check, please make it out to CFF, and put “Amanda’s Hope” in the memo line. See me, or
send in the mail. I’ll turn it in 5/9.
Thank you for your help in any way at this time, for the life of our granddaughter Amanda. We
appreciate you!!!
Love, With Prayer,
Del and Winnie Schanie.
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REQUESTS
FOR PRAYER

How many years were the
Israelites in captivity when
Ezekiel received his vision of
Jerusalem?

“Brethren, we have met to worship” is the traditional opening song at many
shape note singing conventions. The catchy melody and lyrics are quite appropriate for such occasions. It is an appropriate opening worship hymn as well.
Because the song is so popular, many scholars have researched the hymn’s origins as well as the men responsible for creating it. The extensive research has
uncovered very little information about either George Atkins (text) or William
Moore (composer).

Ezekiel 8:1
Six years

Lamar BowcockRuby Singleton
Bereavement

George Atkins was born April 16, 1793 in Lincoln, England. He was a minister
who served U. S. churches in the South and Midwest. He also was a published
writer. He may have written “Brethren” while serving in the Ohio Conference. Atkins was appointed to preach at “Abingdon Town” (Virginia). He died there on
Aug. 29, 1827.
William Moore composed the tune, which he titled “Holy Manna.” It appeared in
the “Columbian Harmony.” The copyright was registered in 1825 in the District of
West Tennessee. The book, however, wasn’t published until 1829 by a Cincinnati
printer.
Although the book contains little biographical information, the book’s contents
reveal a little more. Moore may have been a frontier music teacher or at least
taught music in the singing schools that were common at that time. The first section contains instructions and comments about shape note music. The second
section contains 180 pages of music, including “Brethren,” set to Moore’s melody, “Holy Manna.”
Despite its inclusion in many mid-19th Century hymnals and songbooks, it wasn’t
included in many future publications. (Hymnary. Org) Because of its association
with shape note music and its Southern roots, some publishers and editors considered it old-fashioned and out-of-date. Instead, they used songs for which they
owned the rights. By doing so, they generated more income for themselves. (A
situation that continues to this day.)
This situation is reflected in the song’s recording history. Even though the song
dates to the mid-1820s, the earliest recordings I have been able to locate date
back to this 1950s. These were field recordings made by folklorists dedicated to
preserve Southern culture. One such recording was by Jean Ritchie, an Appalachian folk singer.
In recent years, the hymn has enjoyed renewed popularity. A new interest in traditional Southern culture has rekindled interest in shape note music. It has been
included in more recent hymnals because of this.
Because it hasn’t been overly recorded, there have been many new versions of
this classic hymn. It has been recorded by The Cathedrals (Southern Gospel quartet), Christopher Parkening (classical guitarist), Fernando Ortega (Contemporary
Christian singer), and even the Men of the Mormon Tabernacle Choir.
Some of the more elaborate arrangements (such as the Men of the Mormon Tabernacle’s version) are a far cry from the simple, unadorned performances of Appalachians such as Jean Ritchie’s!

**************************
SFC Michael P. Norton
Attn:
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09374
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Pat Hornsby
Francis Johnson
John Layman
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Glynda Lee
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Mark Robinson
Diane Scarth
Del Schanie
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Dorothy Anderson
Dale Richter
Ruby
Wyatt
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River?

*************
Rueben & Gad
Numbers 32

Bible Trivia
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PRAYER MATTERS

from the Prayer Ministry Team

Adapted from Love to Pray by Alvin J. VanderGriend.

“The Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray
for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because
the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accord with God’s will” (Romans 8:26-27).
I want to share a radical thought. It has transformed my way of praying and
my way of thinking about prayer. For years I believed that my prayers started
with me. I had to think them up. I had to get God’s attention. Not surprisingly,
with this frame of mind, prayer was often a chore. I learned that I was wrong.
Prayer doesn’t start with us. Prayer starts with God. That’s the radical idea that
changed my prayer life. God is the initiator. He moves us to pray. He gives us
prayer ideas. He holds out the promises we claim in prayer. When we pray, we
are God’s instruments. God is at work in all our praying. He makes his will
known to us so that we will ask for the very things he longs to give us. Out of
love he burdens us to pray for others so that, in response to our intercession,
he can pour out blessings on them.

PRAYER: Father, thank You that You will help us to pray in our weakness
through the guidance of Your Spirit. May we continually remember that it is not
our will be done…but Yours!
May 7 is the National Day of Prayer. This year’s theme is Lord Hear
Our Cry. Please take a few moments to be in prayer for our nation on
this day especially.
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Thanks Bonnie and Louie Spaulding for this month’s FAITH contribution.
FAITH: HUGGING--copied
Hugging is healthy: It helps the body’s immunity system, it keeps you healthier, it cures depression, it
reduces stress, it induces sleep, it’s invigorating, it’s rejuvenating, it has no unpleasant side effects
and hugging is nothing less than a miracle drug.
Hugging is all-natural: It is organic, naturally sweet, no pesticides, no preservatives, no artificial ingredients and 100 percent wholesome.
Hugging is practically perfect: There are no movable parts, no batteries to wear out, no periodic checkups, low energy consumption, high yield, inflation-proof, non-fattening, no monthly payments, no insurance requirements, theft-proof, non-taxable, non-polluting and, of course, fully returnable.
May 10 is Mother’s Day so if you’re fortunate enough to still have a mom here, make sure you give her
a big hug!
FUN:
Forrest Gump died and went to heaven. When he got to the pearly gates of heaven St. Peter told him
that new rules were in effect due to the advances of education on earth. To get into heaven he had to
answer 3 questions:
1) Name two days of the week that begin with "T".
2) How many seconds are in a year?
3) What is God's first name?
Forrest thought for a moment then answered. The two days of the week that start with "T" are Today
and Tomorrow. There are 12 seconds in a year, and God has two names, Andy and Howard."
St. Peter said, "Ok I'll buy the today and tomorrow even though that’s not what I expected, but how are
there 12 seconds in a year?" Forrest answered, "January 2nd, February 2nd......" St. Peter replied, "Ok,
I’ll give you that one too, but what about God’s first name?" Forrest answered St. Peter by saying, "Well,
from the song....Andy walks with me, Andy talks with me, Andy tells me I am his own, plus the prayer
says Our Father, who art in Heaven, Howard be thy name...."
Saint Peter let him in without another word.
FELLOWSHIP:
May 12Seniors on the Go- Hueston Inn. Carpool leaves the church at 11:00 AM
May 17
Zach Knisley’s Graduation party 1—4
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Women’s Bible Study Tuesdays at 9:30 am



Small Groups are on hiatus.



Seniors on the Go – May 12 Hueston Inn. Leave the church at 11:00 AM to carpool.

*****************************************************************************************

Congregational Meeting May 3rd to vote on the church name change to “West Side Christian Church”
You can help fight hunger in our local communities by taking part in the National Association Letter Carriers “ Stamp Out Hunger” Food Drive Saturday May 9. Place non-perishable food donations by your
mailbox, and your letter carrier will pick them up as they deliver your mail. All donations go to the Shared
Harvest Foodbank in Fairfield and are distributed to its network of Butler county food pantries, soup
kitchens and shelters.
Thank you Pat Kremis for doing the mulching around the church.
Mount Healthy Christian Home Auxiliary Membership Drive
Blessings for elderly Christians residing at Mt. Healthy. Thank you everyone who supported the little
extras for Mt. healthy residents this year!!
In Christ,
Winnie
TOTALS:
Single membership 5 (5 people)

$15

Family membership 19 (48 people)

$95 + $15 Donation

Total memberships 24 (53 people)

$110 + $15 Donation

$125 turned in 4/13/15 at the MHCH Auxiliary meeting
Tuesday morning the Women’s Bible Study finished their six week class “When Wallflowers
Dance”. It has been such a blessing to discuss problems we have and someone else has gone through
it. One lesson was about getting rid of bitterness. I thought I didn’t have any bitterness about anything
but it was revealed to me that for many years there was bitterness and I needed to hear that.
I also love the order of the class. The first fifteen minutes is spent in prayer for our church and all
our members and leaders with no complaints. 9:45 am– 11:15 am is spent in scripture and the last
fifteen minutes is spent in personal prayer.
Please consider becoming a part of this group of eighteen to twenty ladies. We will start a new
study on the book of Romans on April 28 from 9:30-11:30 am.
- Dorothy Thomas
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EVENTS AT A GLANCE
May 3
May 5
May 5
May 10
May 12
May 12
May 12
May 18
May 19
May 19
May 25
May 26
May 26

Congregational Meeting
Women’s Bible Study
Trail Life
Mother’s Day
Women’s Bible Study
Seniors on the Go– Hueston’s
American Heritage Girls
Caller Deadline
Women’s Bible Study
Trail Life
Memorial Day
Women’s Bible Study
American Heritage Girls

Services
Sunday:
Bible School
Worship Service
Evening Worship

9:30 am
10:30 am
6:00 pm

Wednesday:
Evening Bible Study
Worship Team Practice

6:30 pm
7:30 pm

