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West Side Church of
Christ CALLER
What’s BYOS?
(Buy Your Own Sherbet)

What is BYOS? Glad you asked! Buy Your Own Sherbet is
an informal time of fellowship, celebrating the birthdays of
Ellen, Adlene Custer and Barbara Hinkle enjoying yummy
sherbets and other ice cream treats on a warm summer
evening. No committees, no sign up sheets, no purchasing
supplies, no clean ups….just a few dollars and a little bit of
time to enjoy each other and the dairy treat of your choice.
Think of it as an ice cream social in a parking lot! Flubs
offers sherbet, ice cream, cyclones, sundaes, milkshakes,
slushes and now they offer shaved ice! Everyone is invited,
so come join us Thursday, July 24th at 7pm. At Flubs on
Eaton Ave.
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Church

West Side Church of Christ CALLER

From Dan’s Desk

1190 Stahlheber Rd
Hamilton, OH 45013

Phone
513-863-7553
Fax
513-863-7552

Office Hours

Tuesday-Friday
9:30— 2:30

Church Staff
Dan Knisley
Senior Minister
Dan@wscchamilton.org

MIsty Jordan
Worship Leader/
Teen Ministry Director

Independence vs Dependence

On July 4, 1776, the American colonies declared their independence from England. The long war that ensured brought to birth
this great nation, whose independence we celebrate every year.
But I fear we Americans are losing our independence. People
seem to be clamoring for more and more “entitlements” from the
government. But such freebies always come with strings attached.
This idea that the federal government owes us a living creates
dependence on the government for our continued sustenance. As
someone once said “A government that can give you everything
also has the power to take everything from you.”
I for one don’t want such a government, and I hope you don’t
either. Self-reliance is essential to liberty, a virtue which is becoming
increasingly rare in our culture of dependence. We need to remember how precious is our freedom and stand in it. Galatians 5:1 puts
It this way…
As Christians we are free in Christ, and as Americans we are
free from tyranny of earthly tyrants. May it ever be so.

Misty@wscchamilton.org

Lance Whitehurst
Minister to Children
Lance@wscchamilton.org

Ellen Sippel
Secretary
Ellen@wscchamilton.org

For Him,
Dan
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REQUESTS
FOR PRAYER
Bible Trivia
Kate Smith wanted a song. Not just any song, but a special one to sing on a radio broadcast
to commemorate the 20th Anniversary of Armistice Day. November 11, 1918 was the day
the armistice of World War I was signed. World War I was supposed to be “The war to end
all wars,” but this wasn’t to be. In the late 1930s, it was obvious that another world war was
imminent.
Irving Berlin knew about her request and wasn’t surprised when Ted Collins, her manager,
contacted him. Berlin also knew that a new song featured on a popular radio show by a
popular singer would guarantee instant success. Nobody knew that that “instant success”
would become one of the USA’s most beloved patriotic songs.
Berlin (May 11, 1888, Russia-Sept. 22, 1989, NYC) was from a family who experienced
religious and political oppression. Berlin was the son of a cantor who taught him about
religion as well as music. Obviously, the Berlins knew the Torah and about God’s promises
regarding Israel and the Promised Land.To escape persecution, the Berlins left Russia and
made the dangerous ship voyage to the Earthly Promised Land—the United States of America. As a teen, Berlin’s father died. Young Irving left school to contribute to the family income. After a series of menial non-musical jobs, he landed a series of menial musical jobs.
“Alexander’s Ragtime Band” (1911) established him as a major songwriting talent.
During World War I, Irving tried to express his patriotism for and gratitude to his adopted
homeland in music. He wasn’t satisfied with the results. After entering military service, he
wrote a musical, “Yip Yip Yaphank” (1918). Irving wrote a patriotic song for it, but felt it was
too slow and interrupted the show’s flow. He cut the song and filed it away. (Publishers call
them “trunk songs.”) 20 years later, Berlin went to England on business trip. It confirmed
the news he had heard in the USA—another world war was imminent. Upon his return, he
tried to write a “peace song,” a musical appeal to avoid warfare. Dissatisfied with the results, he turned his attention and attempted to write another patriotic song. After several
attempts, he almost gave up, until he remembered that old trunk song from World War I.
It was during this time that Kate Smith issued her appeal. Berlin’s secretary sifted through
the files and finally found the yellowed manuscript. The boss looked it over, made a few
revisions, and sent a fresh copy to Collins. Kate recognized it, not only as “the” song,” but
as answer to a personal prayer. Kate Smith (May 1, 1907, Greenville, Ala.-June 17, 1986)
was known as “The Songbird of the South.” As a youth, she recognized that her voice was a
special gift from God. Her faith consoled and strengthened her when comics cruelly joked
about her weight. In the late 1920s, Ted Collins heard her sing. He soon established her on
radio and records, two media where looks don’t matter.
By the end of the 1930s, she was one of radio’s most popular performers. She was very
popular with rural audiences, who often wrote letters containing prayer requests. They also
informed her that they were praying for her as well. Kate had been praying for a special
song that would inspire and comfort her audience. Upon hearing “God Bless America,” she
knew her prayer had been answered.
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Dorothy Anderson
Sophie Bovenizer
Kate debuted the song on Nov. 11, 1938. Audience reaction was immediate. Listener
phone calls flooded radio stations with requests to hear the song again. Others called muMae Lasley
sic stores wanting to buy sheet music and records of a song that hadn’t been published yet,
Dale Richter
much less recorded.
Ruby Singleton
Berlin published the song with one stipulation—the royalties had to go to charity. Eventually,
Mag Thacker
the beneficiaries were the Boy and Girl Scouts of America. Over $10 Million has funded
scouting programs, especially in underprivileged areas, since then.
Ruby Wyatt
Which tribes settled
“God Bless America” became so popular that Kate sang it almost every week on radio for
homebound
east of the Jordan
about a year. She only stopped because “God Bless America” was licensed by ASCAP and
all ASCAP songs were banned from broadcast for about 18 months in a dispute over royalty
River?
*************
payments from radio broadcasters. Her Victor Record was made on March 21, 1939. Although it charted three times during World War II, it never sold a million copies. Kate’s
1963 live recording did and netted her a Gold Record.

The song resonated with audiences so much that many people wanted to make “God Bless
America” the new national anthem. (Many still do.) All attempts have failed and “The Star
Spangled Banner” remains the USA National Anthem. The song found renewed popularity
after the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist attacks. Daniel Rodriguez, a Brooklyn police officer, was
on duty during the attacks. The recording by “the Singing Policeman” returned the song to
the Billboard Hot 100 for the first time in years.

Rueben & Gad
Numbers 32
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Theophilus?
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Luke 1:3-4
So that he could be
certain of all the
things that he was
taught.
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PRAYER MATTERS

from the Prayer Ministry Team

Adapted from Giving Ourselves to Prayer: An Acts 6:4
Primer for Ministry (Chapter 25, Disciplines of Personal Prayer
–Jesus

not only had a favorite time for private prayer (early in the morning), but
was always able, even in the midst of His travels, to find “a solitary place” (Mk.
1:35) for prayer. In the busiest seasons of His life, Jesus would rob Himself of
sleep and needed rest in order that He might have the quiet and unhurried place
for prayer.
In His ministry Jesus mentioned the prayer “closet” (KJV) or “a secret place” (Mt.
6:6). The word rendered “closet” signified originally a storeroom and has the
same root word as the word “to cut” or “divide.” It may have referred to a
sectioning-off of a corner of the large room in which the family lived. In that
private place supplies were kept for the needs of the family. While this word
eventually came to be used for any place of privacy, the “supply room” would
also speak to the storehouse of God’s resources available to us through personal
prayer.
For Jesus the place was not as important as the purpose, namely to get away
from the routine and the interruptions and spend time alone with the Father.
There are no sacred places, just places that become sacred because of what
happens there between a person and God. It will be of great benefit to you if
you can designate a location for personal prayer. If you are not able to do this,
then, like Jesus, you should seek some temporary, “solitary places.”

PRAYER: Father, You supply all of our needs as we trust in You. Give us a
deep desire to meet with You in the solitary places where we won’t be disturbed
by the busyness of the life around us. Show us how to allow the ordinary spaces
in our lives to become holy and set apart because You come to meet us there!
May the time we spend with You in the closet allow the Holy Spirit to
transform us from the inside out!
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The Secret--copied
I got up one morning and rushed right into my day;
I had so much to accomplish that I didn't take time to pray.
Problems just tumbling about me--and heavier came each task;
"Why doesn't God help me?" I wondered, He answered: "You didn't ask."
I wanted to see joy and beauty--but the day toiled on, gray and bleak;
I wondered why God didn't show me, He said, "But you didn't seek."
I tried to come into His presence, I used all my keys at the lock;
God gently and lovingly chided, "My child, you didn't knock."
I woke up early this morning and paused before entering the day;
I had so much to accomplish that I had to take time to pray!

FUN: An elderly woman had just returned to her home from an evening of religious service when
she was startled by an intruder. As she caught the man in the act of robbing her home of its valuables, she yelled, 'Stop -Acts 2:38!' (repent...turn from your sin...). The burglar stopped dead in his
tracks. The woman calmly called the police and explained what she had done. As the officer cuffed
the man to take him in, he asked the burglar, 'Why did you just stand there? All she did was yell a
scripture to you.' 'Scripture?' replied the burglar, 'She said she had an AXE and two 38's!'

FELLOWSHIP: Thanks to all those who helped with VBS (too many to name) but it was a great
success because of all of you. A special thank you to Linda Kieser for all of her creative ideas in
decorating, everything looked awesome--but if you know Linda, she would give the credit to all who
helped. Thanks Lance and Linda for your leadership through it all. A special thank you to Bonnie
and Louie Spaulding for all your help too.
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Small Groups that meet at the Kieser’s July 8 & 22th.



Seniors on the Go – July 8th 11 am O’Charley’s on Tylersville Rd.

.***************************************************************************************

Misty Jordan’s probationary period has expired and she is now under contract to serve as our Worship Leader. In addition Misty will fulfill the role as Teen Ministry Director.
Northern Lights Emmaus Community will be holding a Men's Wallk on Oct. 2-5 and a Womens Walk
on Oct. 9-12. They will be held at the Church of God Camp in Lebanon. If you would like to go,
please contact anyone who has been on a walk for sponsorship. Please contact Bud or Becky
Haacke and we can get you with one of the other members to do the sponsorship.
If anyone is interested in the position of Church Treasurer please contact a member of the Leadership Team
********************************************************************************
It is with deep regret that I announce that Linda Keller has resigned as leader of the prayer ministry. I will be assuming the role as leader. My vision for the prayer ministry is that we meet together
as a group and pray for specific needs. I realize that there are those of us who do not feel comfortable praying aloud– you will not be asked to do that. God hears silent prayer just the same as
those said aloud.
We need prayer warriors (men and women). Bonnie Spaulding has graciously consented to being a
prayer warrior with me, but we need others. Won’t you consider being a prayer warrior with us?
Once we have a few more prayer warriors, we will meet and brainstorm as how to have a more
effective prayer ministry . Please search your hearts and ask God if He desires for you to be a
prayer warrior. Great things can be accomplished through prayer.
Contact Helen James (867-8221) or Bonnie Spaulding (893-0960) if you have any questions or
would like to join the prayer ministry.
“Devote yourself to prayer, being watchful and thankful.” Colossians 4:2
In Christ,
Helen James
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Children’s Chat

My caller article will be short this month but I am in the midst of Vacation Bible School this week.
We are having an awesome Island adventure on Son Treasure Island this year. We are averaging
37 kids and we have had over 20 adults and teens. I want to say a special thank you to all my
teen family leaders who have gone way above and beyond handling more and more kids each
day without complaints. Also a special thank you to Carol Barker and her crew for organizing and
cooking the Friday picnic.
Our Mission for this year is Lifeline Christian Mission and specifically we are targeting their food
distribution in Haiti. We are raising money for the food packs that lifeline sends to Haiti. Our
goal is $600 which would be enough for 3000 meals

EVENTS AT A GLANCE
July 1
July 4
July 8
July 8
July 8
July 15
July 21
July 22
July 22
July 29

Trail Life
Church Office Closed
Seniors on the Go– Galos
Small Group at Kiesers
Trail Life
Trail Life
Caller Deadline
Small Group at Kiesers
Trail Life
Trail Life

Services
Sunday:
Bible School
Worship Service
Evening Worship

9:30 am
10:30 am
6:00 pm

Wednesday:
Evening Bible Study
Worship Team Practice

6:30 pm
7:30 pm

