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Congregational Vote 2014

The budget was passed by 95%. All
Inside this issue: candidates approved by 86% or more.

Thank you for expressing your interest
in our congregation by your vote. There
With A Kingdom Heartbeat | 5 are several important items involving
change coming up, so your interest and in-
put will be essential. We will be keeping
you informed as things progress, anytime
you have questions ask a deacon or trus-
Prayer List 5 tee. Thank you again for your interest and
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From Dands Desk

Redeeming Time

Being the old stick-in-the-mud that | am | will probably
through the ringing in of the

s |
the last evening of 2014 and wake up (Lord willing) on the first morning of
2015. What will have changed (besides the calendar year)? Just thisi every-

eep Nev

thing and nothing wildl have changed. TF
and thatoés what so many people fail tc
January 1st, the faithful God Who does not change gives us something new.

The prophet Jeremiah explained it tF
the Lorddéds great | ove we are not consur
They are new every morning; Great +s Yc

23) Everyday day the faithful God Who does not change gives us something
newi new expressions of His faithfulness and mercy given to us with each ris-
ing of the sun.

So when you awake January 1, 2015, take the time to notice and thank
God for the new mercies He brings you that day and every dayi that we are
not treated as our sins deserve. And take the time to thank God for His un-
changing faithfulness which i imakdouigth 3 a
probably so it before you because | will have gone to bed earlier the night be-

fore and therefore gotten up earlier or
squawk with the chickens in the morning when you hoot with the owls in the
evening! Nevertheless, |l etds all be the

as we ring in the new yeari that the faithful God who does not change contin-
ues to pour out new mercies upon us. |
new year, can you?

For Him,
Dan
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WEST SIDE CHURCH of CHRIST

WEEKLY BUDGET 2015
2014 2015
YEARLY YEARLY
BUDGET BUDGET
PERSONNEL.:
Salaries $87,847.00 | $74,678.00
Hospitalization $14,742.00 | $13,098.00
FICA/MED Tax $5,214.00 | $5,214.00
Worker's Compensation $1,040.00 | $1,040.00
Mileage $3,120.00 $2,000.00
Convention Expense $0.00 $1,000.00
TOTAL PERSONNEL $111,963.00 | $97,030.00
ADMINISTRATION: $6,240.00 $5,200.00
FACILITIES:
Utilities $27,300.00 | $24,000.00
Property Insurance $5,252.00 | $5,252.00
Property Taxes $52.00 $52.00
Maintenance/Janitorial $14,040.00 | $14,040.00
TOTAL FACILITIES $46,644.00 | $43,344.00
MINISTRIES:
Education (Mentoring,training,ect) $260.00 $2,500.00
Evangelism $2,080.00 | $3,000.00
Youth $0.00 $5,000.00
Worship Ministry $1,300.00 | $1,000.00
Fellowship Ministry $260.00 $600.00
Van Maint/Licence/Insurance $1,560.00 | $2,000.00
Prayer Ministry $0.00 $250.00
Flower $520.00 $500.00
Benevolence $520.00 $500.00
Funeral $520.00 $500.00
Womens Prison Ministry $780.00 $0.00
TOTAL MINISTRIES $7,800.00 | $15,850.00
TOTAL 2014 BUDGET $172,647.00 |$161,424.00
WEEKLY BUDGET NEEDS $3,320.00 $3,104.00
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With A Kingdom Heartbeat

Resolutions (By Seth Deni Journey Christian Church, Roswell, GA)

New Year s Eve and New Year 6s Day are both such
We celebrate our lives and what has happened so far, and then we contemplate on the year that is to
come. We will often become very introspective, as we dive into our own hearts and minds, and look
for ways to better ourselves for the upcoming year. In fact, we have a name for these thoughts and

ideas. We call them ONew Yearo6s resolutions. o Wh e
proper language or whatever, we all have the promises that we try to make to ourselves and trying to

do the Aright thing. 60 But does it ever feel l i ke
trying to do the right thing, but no matter how hard you seem to try, you somehow end up over here,

in a place you know you arenbét suppose to be in?

This problem seems to persist in every human being. We all fall short, continually. Even when
we want to do the right thing, that nasty ole sin nature wants to come up and give us a swift kick.
Not even the apostle Paul, who was one of the greatest communicators of the gospel of his day, and |
would probably say ever was, immune to feeling this way. Not only did Paul preach, also had a large
following of people whom he disciple and guided through letters band in person visits. He was impris-
oned several times and ultimately murdered for his faith, and yet even he knew what it was like to
face constant temptation to be led astray and to do the wrong thing. We read Paul, in his letter to the
Roman church, expressing his frustration at his own sin nature. You can read about this in Romans 7

AiOh what a wretched man that | am...who will save
ing this out loud, | can imagine his face and hear the intensity in his voice as he speaks out his frus-
tration in himself. Why do |I keep messing up all t

| just get a grip? | feel like there is no way out of this endless cycle of pain and sin! Indeed, this is a

dismal place to be, and | feel like we can find ourselves here all too often. No wonder we are so
seemingly obsessed with making these New Year 6s re
stuff that we completely hate about ourselves and
good enough this year. Wedl | use all of the streng
this time, try and do all of the right things, and not do any of the bad or wrong things. After all, the

more right things we do, and the less wrong things we do, the better person we become, right? This,
however, i s not Paul 6s answer . Listen to what he s
through Jesus Christ é0 Thanks be to God. Paul doe
to follow all of the rules this time. He doesn't say thanks to this self -help book that taught me how to

be a nicer person this year. Il tds not about trying
sure not to visit those sites on the Internet or gossip about everyone. Are those nice promises to

make? Absolutely! Should those types of things be
yourself to |live by the rules and do the right thi
get her . Letédés resolve to stop trying to do this on
or condemned to be used by God.

Letdés resolve to stop dwelling in the flesh, an
seek after Godobdbs heart, and allow Him to break our

surrender.
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fiBehold, here is a mysteryo is a ph

There are many other mysteries that are mysteries in a more traditional sense.

mysteries surround JesusO6 early yea

from the East, the Wise Men or the Magi, that visited Jesus after He was born.

Who were they? Why did they bring these seemingly impractical gifts? From wh
did they come? These are but a few questions surrounding them.

New Testament accounts tell us little about them. Matthew tells us they were fr
the East (2:12), probably from Babylon or Persia (Daniel 2). They knew the Bib
prophecies (2:5). Significantly, the Wise Men visited the Holy Family in a house
(2:11), not in a stable as commonly believed.

The Old Testament, however, provides a little more background information. Daniel

describes them in Chapter 2. There were different classes of Wise Men, includi

son
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magicians, astrologers, and soothsayers. One of the classes of Wise Men descendddetty Herzog

from the Chaldeans, which according to Biblical scholar Hal Lindsay, was the h
est class. One of the reasons this group followed the stars was that they were |
for the astrological signs of the fulfillment of certain scriptures, particular those i
volving the birth of the Messiah.

Ancient dramatists used artistic license to fill in the details left in the historical re
cord. Because most Christians didnbd
Even if they owned one, most didnot

In 1857, John Henry Hopkins, Jr. tried to sort the fact from fiction. He was born
28, 1828 in Pittsburgh, Penn. Hopkins graduated from the University of Vermon
While preparing for a law degree in New York City, he worked as a newspaper

porter. However, he heard the ministerial call and graduated from the General Theo-

logical Seminary. After graduation, he became their first music teacher.

I't was during this time he wrote AW
his nephews and nieces in 1857. Oth
mas pageant. Perhaps they are both correct. Hopkins may have tried it out on |
family before he used it publicly.
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Unfortunately, he perpetuated certain myths, such as the number of wise men anéathy Spaulding

their names. Traditionally, the middle verses are assigned to male soloists who
scribe each of the gifts. Frankince

spice. Gold acknowledges His royalty. Many believe that the gold helped pay th
passage to Egypt (Matt. 2: -P3).

Lyrically, however, he distilled th
composed a tune that not only captures the mysterious story perfectly, but merr
as wel |l After its 1862 publication
mas carols from the USA to enjoy worldde popularity.

After Hopkins died Aig. 14, 1891 in Hudson, NY, the hymn continued growing in
popularity. Although it had been recorded since the 1920s, manyvposecordings

have been made. The Vinyl Era recordings have could accommodate longer pl
times, so all five verses could be
Millero version |lasts almost four a

Traditionally, this song is sung in churches on or near January 6 (Epiphany Sun
The date commemorates the Wise Menbd
days after Christmas and symbolizes the end of the Christmas season.
Aistar of wonder, Star
Star with royal beauty bright.
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PRAYER MATTERS from the Prayer Ministry Team

Adapted fromThe Power of a Praying Church by Stormie Omartian
with Jack Hayford

What is Prayer?

...Prayer is communicating with God.

...Prayer is praising and worshipping God for who He is.
...Prayer is telling God we love and adore Him.
...Prayer is telling God we need Him.

...Prayer is making our requests known to God.
...Prayer is serving God His way.

What makes prayer work?

...Prayer works because of what Jesus did.
. Prayer works because we |
. Prayer works because we do
...Prayer works because He has set it up that way.

e Gododos way.
ot hesitate to a

What do | pray?

...Acknowledge God as your Heavenly Father.

...Praise God for who He is and what He has done.

: .Choose one of Godd&és names, attributes or ch
...Present your day to the Lord.

...Present your body to the Lord.

...Confess your sins before God and ask Him to help you live His way.

...Ask God to help you speak only words that bring life.

...Ask God for whatever you need.
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If you have a talent for poetry or story writing, have a joke have a collection of poems or articles you
would like to share, please see Helen James$. 6 | | be glad to use it in ol

page.

Thanks to Bonnie Spaulding for this monthos f ai
FAITH:My Moment With GodC.B. lowacopied

Say, Lord, i1itds me agai lord, natrahcation or a med casTbistien¢ Ih i n g
need a new me.

| ©&m bored with myself thel dMaly tlr yam,o achad nrhy wmartt
red of complaining, so help me speak only
red of not iHelp megvorkon elimyatingend avn ihséeadl. t s .

red of Heapime be gatefs|, saredtmake the neost of what | have.

en tir ed Whdnl feehtlyis wayg reniri@ me tb ask fer & our strength, which is
sufficient for any task-even the task of changing the old me into a new and better me.

O O O O Ot
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FUN: The atheist and the Bearcopied

An atheist was walking in the forestone dayp What beauti ful animals! "™,
As he continued walking, he heard a rustling in the bushes. Turning to look, he saw a 7 foot grizzly
charging towards himHe ran as fast as he could up the path. Looking over his shoulder he saw that
the bear was closing in on him. His heart was pumping frantically and he tried to run even fastéde.
tripped and fell on the ground. He rolled over to pick himself up but saw the bear raising his paw to
take a swipe at him. At that instant the atheist cried out: 'Oh my God!...'

Time stopped. The bear froze.The forest was silent.

It was then that a bright light shone upon the man and a voice came out of the sky sayiépu deny

my existence for all of these years, teach others | don't exist and even credit creation to a cosmic acci-
dent. Do you expect me to help you out of this predicament? Am | to count you as a believer?'

The atheist looked directly into the light. ‘It would be hypocritical of me to suddenly ask you to treat me
as a Christian now, but perhaps, could you make the BEAR a Christian?'

‘Very well, 'said the voice. The light went out, and the sounds of the forest resumed.

And then the bear lowered his paw, bowed his head and spoke: 'Lord, bless this food which | am about
to receive and for which | am truly thankful, Amen.’

FELLOWSHIPA special thank you to Linda Kieser, Sharon Knisley, Bonnie Spaulding, Richard
Lipscomb, Brittany Hickerson and Julie Perry for all their hard work on the Christmas dintter deco-
rations were beautiful, the food was great and we had wonderful fellowship.




Volume 30 Issue 1 Page 8

T Womenés Bible Study resumes Tuesdays January 13
Reminder 1 Small Groups are on hiatus.
@ 1 Seniors on the Go i On hiatus.

*% *kkkkk *kkkkk *kkkhkkhkhkk *khkhkhkkhkkk * *% *kkkkk

| would like to thank all those involved with the Christmas dinner! A special thanks to Helen
James, Bonnie Spaulding and Linda Kieser for all the help with food and decorating. Brittany Hick-
erson and Richard Lipscomb for working in the kitchen; DJ, Dylan and Hannah W. for serving; and
Kim Lipscomb with taking photos and everyone who helped with cleanup!

We appreciate all the food items that were donated and hope you enjoyed your dinner.
Also thanks to the leadership team for your support.

Sharon Knisley
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Dear West Side Family,

Once again |1 86d |ike to thank all of you for vy
years this month since | was diagnosed with lung cancer. Most of you know | love to sing. | may not be
great but | | ove to do it. Someone told me peopl

like a dog but | guess | thought God wanted me to sing. (or try) | pray that in some small way | may have

glorified Christds name through my musi c.

Nilah thanks you for your prayers etc. during her trials, also for the visitors.

In Christian Love,
John and Nilah

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkhkkkhkkkhkkkkkhkkkhkkhkkhkkkhkkkhkkkhkkkhkhkkkkkkkkkhkkhkkkhkkhhkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkk

If you need new giving envelopes please see Sheri Kremis or Helen James.
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