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From Dan’s Desk
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1190 Stahlheber Rd

Fascinating Bible Facts
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Did you know that:







Church Staff
Dan Knisley
Senior Minister
Dan@wscchamilton.org

Daniel Stephens
Associate Minister of
Teens and Worship
Daniel@wscchamilton.org

Lance Whitehurst
Minister to Children
Lance@wscchamilton.org

Ellen Sippel
Secretary
Ellen@wscchamilton.org

Psalm 118 is the middle of the entire Bible?
Psalm 117, before Psalm 118, is the shortest chapter in the
Bible?
Psalm 119, right after Psalm 118, is the longest chapter in the
Bible?
The Bible has 594 chapters before Psalm 118 and 594 chapters
after Psalm 118?
If you add up all the chapters except Psalm 118 you get a total
of 1188 chapters?
1188 or Psalm 118 verse 8 is the middle verse of the entire
Bible?

Should the middle verse of the Bible not have an important
message?
It does: “It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to trust in
man.” (Psalm 118:8)
Coincidence? Hardly. God’s inspired Word was not created by
accident, but, as Romans 15:4 tells us, “Everything that was written
in the past was written to teach us, so through endurance and
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.”
What better way to start the New Year can there be than to get into
God’s Word on a daily basis and make the Lord our refuge. Why not
commit to doing that this year.
For Him,
Dan
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MISSION SPOTLIGHT
NOTE: This was received too late from the Headens to include in the December Caller but I thought
you might want to read an update from our Philokalia Ministries.
Dear Friends and Supporters of Philokalia Ministries:
As we enter the last days of our time stateside, we want to provide a brief update from Thailand, with
two main items.
First, several gifts have been received this fall to help finish construction of the kitchen/bathroom annex next to the new multipurpose building at our ministry center. Due to these gifts, in early November we were able to send enough funds to Thailand to finish this project, hoping to have it available
for Christmas activities. We have just received word from Thailand that the building will indeed be finished on time. As planned, the open-air kitchen is in the front of this addition, with four bathrooms
across the width of the building in the rear. Final interior finishing should be done in time for the
planned Christmas celebration.
As is the common practice in Thailand, they will be using the Christmas celebration as an evangelistic
outreach to the surrounding community. Invitations have been sent out, including to both the head
and assistant head of the village nearest to our center. The program will include a play portraying the
nativity of Christ and a message designed to explain the meaning of this celebration for us all, and
food and gifts will be shared. Christmas is increasingly being talked about in Thailand, especially in
the commercial centers and in the media, people there are becoming more aware of it, and Thai people always respond well to any celebration that increases sanuk (fun, enjoyment) in life. Therefore,
the need to get across the spiritual message of Christmas is as acute there as anywhere. Please pray
that what those who attend both hear and experience as they rub shoulders with our church members will open hearts to learning more about the Lord of creation whose coming in human flesh we
celebrate. A large number of people are expected to attend, so the new kitchen and bathrooms
should get a full workout during this event.
Designated gifts received for the current construction through Dec. 13 account for all but $591.00 of
the money sent to Thailand for this project; any further gifts which individuals or churches may want
to send for this project will be used to repay our general fund, from which these funds were taken.
Please continue to remember Pam and I in your prayers as we enjoy the Christmas season together
with both our Headen family and our Christian family at Grandview Christian Church here in Johnson
City, and as we prepare for returning to Thailand early on the morning of Dec. 26.
We continue to be thankful and mindful of all who support our ministry, and that of our Thai team,
through finances and prayers. May you have a joyous and spiritually invigorating Christmas celebration this year.
Grace and Peace,
Jerry & Pam
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Children’s Chat

This is a little late but we were still on our trip when the December Caller was put out, so I
wanted to take this opportunity to thank all who helped with collection for Operation Christmas
Child. This year I know it was a little crazy as we collected twice as many this year and had to
take 2 truck loads to the semi’s this year. Thanks to Bud Haacke for heading up this huge
endeavor and again thanks to all who either donated a shoe box or came out and worked
during collection week. Also just to let you know we ended up with 11 members going down to
Charlotte to the processing center the weekend of Thanksgiving. On Saturday morning we fed
the homeless in Charlotte, this is a very special time as we can put a face on who we are serving.
We did take a little time to go back to Billy Graham’s Library before we went to work in the
processing center. For the whole day the center processed over 106,000 shoe boxes, needless to
say it was a very busy time in the processing center.
This year I am really excited to say goodbye to the old year this was a rough year with
Carolyn’s accident and the death of several good friends and looking forward to a good 2014.
One of the first things we are doing in Children’s Ministry here at West Side in 2014 is launching
a new Boys ministry for boys kindergarten-high School called Trail Life. This is a Christian
Adventure and leadership development program in the spirit of the old Boy Scouts. The first
meeting for trail life OH0226 will be Tuesday January 7th 6:30-8:00pm here at West Side. If you
would like more information you can see me or go to www.traillifeusa.com. West Side has been
blessed by chartering a American Heritage Girls troop for years and hopefully we will be equally
blessed with chartering Trail Life.
I know it is only January but there are workers behind the scenes already getting ready
for Vacation Bible School this summer. Our VBS will be June 23-27 if you would like to help get
items made for decoration see me or Linda Kieser and we will get you set up. Our theme this
year is Son Treasure Island. Put the dates on your calendar now and join in on the fun of VBS
this year.
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REQUESTS
FOR PRAYER

Chaplain Ben Dillon:

Ben and Dawn
67 Candler Ct.
Cameron, N.C. 28376

Bible Trivia
How many Books are in the
Bible ?

Sixty-Six

January Prayer
Focus:
Unity

Rich Mullins was driving to another gig. A day on the road is just another day at the office
for a travelling musician. Although seeing the USA this way seems exciting to fans, the excitement wears off after the first hundred miles. While driving, his mind began to wander.
To keep himself awake, he began to think about the roads he had travelled. Soon, he began
to preach to himself. As the words poured out, these thoughts translated into music. By the
time he reached his cross-country destination, he had written a song. Although he didn’t
think much of it, he sang at the youth conference at Rock Lake Christian Assembly, a camp
in Michigan. They liked it, however. Eventually, “Awesome God” became a Praise Band
standard.
Richard Wayne Mullins was born October 21, 1955 in Richmond, IN. His Appalachian father
was a tree farmer. Rich showed interest in music at an early age. He began piano lessons,
learning hymns from his grandmother and classical music from his piano teacher. As a
teen, Rich would compose songs while driving the family tractor. He joined a local worship
team, which toured the country and produced an album. Desiring more training, he attended Cincinnati Bible College (now Cincinnati Christian University) from 1974-78. He
worked his way through college by working as a parking garage attendant. (None of the
consulted sources indicate that he graduated.)
After school, he joined Zion Ministries, which specialized in youth evangelism. He played in
their band, Zion, who self-produced a 1981 LP, “Behold the Man.” Amy Grant heard the
record and passed it on to her label, Reunion Records. Reunion signed Rich to a songwriter’s contract. After Amy Grant (among others) had success with his songs, they signed
him to a performer’s contract. Soon, he began recording his own songs. “Awesome God,”
appeared on his 3rd LP (“Winds of Heaven,” 1988). Around this time, he left Nashville and
moved to Wichita, KS. He became a worship leader at a church and completed his bachelor’s degree at a local university.
Soon, he moved to a Navajo reservation in New Mexico and began teaching music to the
children there. During these frequent moves, Rich kept in contact with his Nashville friends,
who became the nucleus of the Ragamuffin Band, named after a book, “The Ragamuffin
Gospel.” The new group’s recordings became best-sellers. On September 10, 1997, Rich
had recorded a series of demos in a nearby church. The new songs were intended to be
used on his next album.
Nine days later, on September 19, 1997, Rich and a bandmate were driving to a benefit
concert in Hillsboro, KS. While driving on I-39 in Bloomington, IL, his Jeep rolled over. Since
neither occupant was wearing seatbelts, they were ejected from the vehicle. Rich landed on
the pavement and was struck and killed by a truck that couldn’t stop in time. Rich was 41.
(The passenger survived.)

Prayer Ministry Team:

Linda Keller
513-312-3587
Helen James
867-8221

The demos were released posthumously as part of a 2-CD set, “The Jesus Record” (1998).
The first CD contains the original demos. The second disc contains studio versions of the
songs by friends like Amy Grant and other material. Other posthumous releases have followed.
Rich’s story might have ended there. Since then, at least two biographies have been written
about him. David Schultz, a filmmaker and fan, began working on a documentary about
Rich. He interviewed colleagues and family about the person who served God, but battled
many personal demons in his life while doing so. The result is “Ragamuffin, the True Story
of Rich Mullins,” which was released in late 2013. Currently, it is in limited release. Most of
the film’s showings are in Christian colleges and large churches. The closest local showing
is scheduled for Christ’s Church at Mason on Friday, January 17 at 7 p.m. There is an admission charge. According to the CCM newsletter, the film is recommended for ages 16 and
up. No childcare is available.
For more information about the film, see Ragamuffinthemovie.com. For more information
about the CCM showing, consult the church’s on-line newsletter at ccmason.org. The church
office number is (513) 229-3200.

**************************
SFC Michael P. Norton
Attn:
AnyAnderson
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Steve Baker
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David Lively
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Mark Robinson
Del Schanie
Diane Scarth
Gilberto Silva
Bob Sizemore
Danny StermanRobby Stephens
Mike StewardPris Waldren
Laura Wiley
Baby Oli
All with health
concerns

**************************

Sophie Bovenizer
Barb Colwell
Mae Lasley
Dale Richter
Ruby Singleton
Mag Thacker
Ruby Wyatt

homebound
*************
Geneva McSwain
Which tribes settled
east of the Jordan
Bereavement
River?

*************

Rueben & Gad
Numbers 32

Support our Troops

Tim & Jen
Schanie
Traveling Mercies
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PRAYER MATTERS

from the Prayer Ministry Team

Adapted from The Prayer Factor by Sammy Tippit.

FASTING WEEK: Please continue to fast for at least one meal the fourth week of every
month for the upcoming year..

Non-Christians’ lack of interest in spiritual matters is often a result of Christians’ lack of
prayer. Their unconcern may be a result of our unconcern. Why should sinners be concerned
about hell when it has been years since we have wept over lost souls? Our lack of tears and
lack of prayer should drive us to one conclusion: We need revival in our personal lives, our
churches, and our world.
Charles Finney, the nineteenth-century revivalist and evangelist, was used by God to stir the
church in America with the fires of revival. He dealt with a question that this generation also
needs to seriously consider: When is there a need for revival among Christians?
His answer should stir us to prayer:
1. When there is a lack of brotherly love and Christian confidence among professors of religion, then there is a great need of a revival.
2. When there are dissensions, and jealousies, and evil speakings among professors of religion, then there is a great need of revival.
3. When there is a worldly spirit in the church.
4. When the church finds its members falling into gross and scandalous sins, then it is time
for the church to awake and cry to God for a revival of religion.
5. When there is a spirit of controversy in the church or in the land, a revival is needful.
6. When the wicked triumph over the church, and revile them, it is time to seek for a revival
of religion.
7. When sinners are careless and stupid, sinking into hell unconcerned, it is time the church
should bestir itself.
The twenty-first century church must confess that she stands in need of revival.
Businessmen and women need to join together to pray. Mothers and fathers must cry out to
God for a fresh outpouring of His Spirit. Students need to form prayer groups on campuses.
We must pray!

PRAYER; Gracious Lord, forgive us for being so caught up in ourselves, our families and our
lives that we no longer weep for the lost, or grieve over injustice. Revive our weak spirit and
flood it with Your truth so that we will broadcast everything You are with everything in us.
Help us to encourage others to pray so that in community we can seek Your face for revival
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This is a new page. Do you write stories, poetry, have a fun story or joke you would like to share
or perhaps you read a short story or poem somewhere that you really enjoyed? If so, I would like
to include it on this page. Please contact Helen James if you would like to contribute anything for
the Faith, Fun and Fellowship page.

FAITH, FUN AND FELLOWSHIP
FAITH: The Old Beagle by Bobby D. Harkins

While I was sitting on my porch one morning, drinking my coffee and doing my daily Bible reading, I looked down the street and saw an old Beagle, walking alone. It did not take long to see
that the old dog was totally blind. He would run into things like the neighbor's porch steps or his
car. Each time he hit something, he would turn and go on until there was nothing in his way.
I told my wife about him and we were afraid he would get hit by a car. The old beagle came over
to my side of the street and went behind my neighbor's house. I went over to see if I could catch
him and give him some water because it was hot that day. I called to the old dog to try and get
him to come to me but all he would do was stop, turn his head to hear where the sound was
coming from and go the other way. He would not listen to me.
He wandered around for some time, running into things. He headed toward the main highway. I
went out to the highway later to see if he might have gotten hit by a car. I did not see the old
dog. Later that evening, I looked up the street and saw the old beagle following a man. The old
dog was listening to the man's voice. When they came to the street they needed to turn onto, the
man turned but the dog went straight on until the man spoke to him, then he turned and continued to follow the man home.
It reminded me that the Lord wants us to be like that old beagle. He wants us to only listen to His
voice and follow Him home. When we start to go astray, He speaks to us in that still small voice
to bring us back in line. I do not know about you, but I am going to follow the Master's voice on
home, "Because your adversary, the devil, walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may
devour." Jesus said "My sheep hear My voice and I know them, and they follow Me." Are you listening to His voice today or are you like the old beagle starting to go down the wrong road?

FUN: My friend Ron doesn't like computers, doesn't have a cell phone and won't use an ATM. He

says he has no use for them. He usually pumped his gas and went into pay each time but I finally
convinced him to use a charge card so he could save a few cents on each gallon of gas he was
buying. I showed him how to insert the card and to key in the answers to the questions that
came up on the screen and told him that when it came on the screen and asked if he wanted a
receipt or not to say yes. I was sitting in the car and waiting when I hear him keep saying, "yes-yes--yes." I finally had to get out of the car and show him he needed to punch yes on the screen.
I guess it was my fault, I did tell him to say yes instead of punch yes. (Thanks Ron for allowing
me to share this.)

FELLOWSHIP: Congratulations to Jason Hickerson for being our adult winner of our Guest

Through The Door Challenge of the gift basket and $50 Wal-Mart card. Also to Elana Thompson
and Abbie Berter who tied and were each a winner of the child's gift cards. Thanks to all who participated and congratulations again to our winners.
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The church office will be closed January 1st



Small Groups that meet at the Kieser’s January 14 & 28 at 7pm.




Seniors Play day begins Thursday January 23rd at Noon.
Seniors on the Go – on hiatus until March

*******************************************************************************************
Dear West Side Family,
I want to thank everyone for being a huge part of Mom’s family for the past 59 years. She loved God, this church and
her many friends. She was finally able to be together with Dad today, for their first Christmas in 22 years. Special
thanks to Dan, Zack, Judy Miller, Bob Ramsey and especially Roger Richardson.
Geneva’s Family
***********************************************************************************************
Thank you so much for the love and support that has been shown to our family following my surgery. We appreciate the
prayers on our behalf, the cards, the meals and the words of encouragement. Each day gets better and I look forward to being back 100% soon!
You love and concern is greatly appreciated!
Sharon Knisley
*****************************************************************************************
Dear Church Family at West Side,
Remembering me the way you did was like giving me a little gift of yourself. Thank you for all your prayers on Del’s behalf
during the six days he was in Ft. Hamilton Hospital before Thanksgiving.
We really appreciated the concern shown by those who sent cards and came to see him– Louie, Phyllis and Roger, Lance,
other friends and family. Also, Roger for bringing communion Sunday afternoon, and praying both times he came.
He is still not up to par, so we ask for continued prayer for him– especially as his commadin levels are checked once a week
at that clinic. (They were high today).
Thanks too, to Ellen for making sure a prayer chain call went out twice for him!
We’re so thankful for such a loving Christian family.
In Christian love, Del & Winnie
*****************************************************************************************
During a time like this, we realize how much our friends and relatives really mean to us…. Your expression of sympathy will
always be remembered.
The family of Callie Grubb
*****************************************************************************************
Dear Singing Seniors, Soloists and West Side Children and Leaders,
Wishing you a Blessed Christmas and Joyous New Year. Thank you very much for all your time practicing for our Dec. 22 Christmas
program, “Christmas Allelluia.” God has blessed our efforts to sing praises to His Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, as we celebrate His
birth. May we all continue to praise Him in song and in our daily lives. Special thanks also go to Vicki Webster for her help and piano
talents and for those unable to participate at the last minute.
Thankfully serving Him, Winnie.
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From The Journal News November 23, 2013

EVENTS AT A GLANCE
January 1
January 1
January 1
January 14
January 20
January 23
January 28

Church office Closed
NO Wednesday Bible Study
NO Worship Practice
Small Group Kieser’s
Caller Deadline
Senior Play Day
Small Group Kieser’s

Services
Sunday:
Bible School
Worship Service
Evening Worship
Youth Group

9:30 am
10:30 am
6:00 pm
6:00 pm

Wednesday:
Martial Arts Class
Evening Bible Study
Worship Team Practice

6:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:30 pm

