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Church

West Side Church of Christ CALLER

From Dan’s Desk

1190 Stahlheber Rd

Slow Down

Hamilton, OH 45013

Phone
513-863-7553
Fax
513-863-7552

As the Christmas season approaches and those shopping days dwindle,
people seem to make December the most frantic month of the year. So much to do
and so little time! Ironic, isn’t it, the holiday that celebrates the coming of the
Prince of Peace into the world is fraught with so many activities and lists and deadlines that Christmas too often becomes anything but peaceful.

Office Hours

Monday-Friday
9:30— 2:30

Church Staff
Dan Knisley
Senior Minister

That’s a shame, because in the hustle and bustle of this time of year we can get so
caught up in the events surrounding Christ’s birth that we overlook the very One
whose birth we celebrate. We need to slow down! We need to stop our frantic running and be still before the Lord so we can once again hear “the good tidings of
great joy” and once again see the Babe whose coming was and is the hope of the
world. God declares in His Word, “be still and know that I am God” (Psalm 46:10) It
is in the stillness that we see and hear and know Him most clearly. God is missed
by those who in their frantic rushings are too busy to consider Him. And so we miss
the greatest joy of Christmas, knowing Christ, because of the never-seeming
never-ending activities surrounding our celebration of His birth!.

Dan@wscchamilton.org

Daniel Stephens
Associate Minister of
Teens and Worship
Daniel@wscchamilton.org

So this Christmas season, wouldn’t it be wonderful if we could become, as the old
carol says, “the world in solemn stillness lay,” that we might once again hear the
angels sing and see the face of the One who is the hope of the world. Could we
know a greater joy?

Lance Whitehurst
Minister to Children
Lance@wscchamilton.org

Ellen Sippel
Secretary
Ellen@wscchamilton.org

For Him-

Dan
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Mt. Healthy Christian Home
Auxiliary News
We need a new representative/ Key Lady from West Side Church of Christ.
The Fall festival was very successful. $1, 827.40 was raised and that money was used towards
purchasing quality garden furniture for the Georgia Mohorter Garden.
The residents are enjoying the Spa and the added health benefits thanks to the Gift Shop and the
Auxiliary. The gift shop donated a new ice machine and the residents are enjoying the enclosed garden
with the new door, furniture and fountain.
The Christmas Craft Show is December 8th from 10am until 2pm. There will be crafts, vendor booths,
delicious food, bakery, Christmas Choir groups and musicians. Something new this year is a train which
will go around the building for the children to ride. WE NEED YOU TO SUPPLY CANDY AND BAKE GOODS
FOR THE BAKERY. We also need greeters and helpers for other areas.
The Auxiliary is in need of a President of the Auxiliary. Is anyone from our congregation willing to serve?
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Support our Troops
Chaplain Ben Dillon:

Ben and Dawn have been
reassigned to 1-319th
Field Artillery Battalion,
3rd Brigade,
82nd Airborne Division,
Fort Bragg, NC.
Their new home address
is...
67 Candler Ct. Cameron,
N.C. 28376

AB Welsh, Eric
323 TRS/SLT B047 (Dorm
A9)
1320 Truemper Street Unit
369523 Lackland, AFB, TX
78236-5570

Thanks to everyone who helped or donated to Operation
Christmas Child. With your help over 1200 children
throughout the world will learn about Jesus and receive a
Christmas to remember.

The Christmas dinner is Sunday, December 16th after
church. Please bring a covered dish and a 2 liter of pop to
share. Turkey, ham, coffee, tea and milk will be provided.
Sign up sheet at the Welcome center. We do need to know
how many to prepare for. This is a great opportunity to
invite friends and relatives.

Bible Trivia
What plant did Jesus curse
for not beating fruit?

I’ve Got A Question—Volume 3
The “I’ve Got A Question” message series returns
January 6, 2013. This volume of the series will be
an open forum. Any topic you would like to hear
addressed from the pulpit will be considered. Simply
write your question on the form below and place it in
the collection box. Please try to be as specific and detailed as possible. You
do not have to give your name.

Mark 11:13-14
Fig Tree

I’ve Got A Question!
Prayer Ministry Team:

Linda Keller
513-312-3587
Pat Brunner
896-6168
Helen James
867-8221

_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
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REQUESTS
FOR PRAYER

After graduation, Mark returned to Houston. In 1984, his church’s evangelist asked him to write the
script for the church’s annual Christmas program. Mark decided to base the script around a series of
questions that he would have asked Mary, Jesus’s mother. Many of the lines began, “Mary, did you
know?” While reviewing the script, certain lines began to stand out. Lines such as “when you kissed
your little baby, you’ve kissed the Face of God,” inspired him to create a poem based on them.
In 1988, Mark joined the Gaither Vocal Band. He not only sang baritone, but also supplied the comedy. (Classic country and gospel groups traditionally had a resident comedian for their shows.) Mark
quickly became an audience favorite. A couple of years later, Buddy Greene joined the GVB. Greene
was not only a gifted singer and instrumentalist, but a gifted composer as well. Eventually, Mark
gave Buddy a copy of his poem. Written at the top of the manuscript was this facetious request:
“Please add some beautiful music and make it a profitable hit.” (Ace Collins, “Stories Behind the
Best-loved Christmas Songs,” p. 118) Greene looked over the manuscript and put it away for a couple of weeks. After that, Greene composed a melody that Mark liked. Within a week, the collaborators created a demonstration recording. Soon, they shopped the tape to various industry contacts.
Michael English introduced this song on his self-titled CD in the Winter of 1991-92. One source lists
the CD’s release date as Jan. 1, 1992, a possible indication that his record company wasn’t aware
of the song’s eventual impact on the Christmas season. Then again, Bing Crosby’s “White Christmas” was on the Billboard magazine charts throughout the Summer and Fall of 1942!
The song quickly became a Christmas standard, which has been recorded by dozens of diverse performers including Kenny Rogers, Natalie Cole, and Michael Crawford. This feat is even more remarkable considering that today’s world is so secularized that it is difficult, if not almost impossible, to
introduce a new Christmas song to the airwaves and expose and popularize it within a matter of
weeks before the Christmas music is filed back into the music library by January 1st. Considering
that most new Christmas songs have secular themes, it is even more remarkable that the most successful modern one is a serious, thoughtful song with a religious message.
In recent years, “Mary, did you Know”?” has been sung at Eastertime, which adds a new meaning to
the song. Instead of it being a series of Christmas foreshadowings, it becomes a series of Easter
flashbacks.
I can visualize that scenario. Somebody stands next to a brokenhearted Mary, asking her such questions as her son is dying on the cross. Such a scenario adds a powerful dimension to an already powerful song.
Mary, did you know, that your baby boy
Was Heaven’s Perfect Lamb?
And the sleeping child you’re holding,
Is the Great I AM.”

Scahnie
LCPLDel
Siegle,
Jeremy
Nyla Smothers
CLB-46,
SEC. Co.
Unit 72022
Melaine
Carr Urban
EPO-AE09509-2022
John Van Sickle
Mike Van Sickle
Sam Welch
Margaret Whiteinan
All with health
concerns
**************************

Sophie Bovenizer
Barb Colwell
Gwen Dees
Helen Dye
Anna George
Earl Kieser
Mae Lasley
Geneva McSwain
Dale Richter
Ruby Singleton
Mag Thacker
Ruby Wyatt

homebound
*************
Dolle Haven
Karen Polen

bereavement
*************
Which tribes settled

November
Prayer
east of the Jordan
Focus:
River?
Rueben & Gad
Numbers 32

Mark Lowry was a born entertainer. Since he grew up on the stages of various Houston, TX venues, it
wasn’t a surprise that he joined an evangelistic team while he attended Liberty Baptist College (now
Liberty University). The Liberty undergrad usually sang on the team’s programs. Between songs,
there would be downtime while the soundman changed his musical accompaniment tapes. Instead
of just standing there, Mark began to tell jokes and inspirational stories. Soon, his comedy became
an important part of his presentation.

**************************
SFC Michael P. Norton
Attn:
Any Solider
Callie
Grubb
HHC
34th Herzog
ID DIVENG
Betty
Unit Lynda
# 117 Huff
APO, AE 09374
Thelma Hymer
Layman
PVTJohn
Owens,
Saxton T.
1/6Judy
WPNSMcCann
co. CAAT1
UnitTom
73145
FPO
Metcalf
AEO9510-3145
Mark Robinson

Being Thankful

*************
Other:
Logan Watson
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God’s Girls will be December 10th. They will be going to Applebee’s after the meeting.



Kieser Small Groups will meet December 11 at the Kieser’s. at 7pm



Seniors on the Go December 11– Plaza One Leave the church at 11:30 am.

***************************************************************************************
West Side Church of Christ Family,
Thank you for your thoughts and prayers during this difficult time. We greatly appreciate your
thoughtful gift. Please know your concern is helping us get through these trying times.
- Sincerely,
Greg, Jeff, Chris, Kelly and Steve.

Wonderful news!! We have reached our roof building fund goal! Thank you for your generosity.

There will be a congregational meeting December 9th. Information on the leadership is on the
bulletin board.
Welcome Duane and Jewel Couch who joined our congregation.
Their address is 740 Schwartz Dr.
Hamilton, Ohio 45013
(513) 868-9631

December 16th

BABUSHKA’S BASKET
Freely Adapted From The Russian Folk Tale
BY PATRICK RAINVILLE DORN
“Production by special arrangement with Pioneer Drama Service Inc., Englewood, CO
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A Real Church...for real people

EVENTS AT A GLANCE
December 9
December 10
December 10
December 11
December 11
December 16
December 16
December 18
December 24
December 25

Congregational Meeting
God’s Girls
Caller Deadline
Fun Bunch to Plaza One
Small groups @ Kiesers
Babushka’s Basket Play
Christmas Carry In
Leadership Meeting
Church Office Closed
Church Office Closed

Services
Sunday:
Bible School
Worship Service
Singing Seniors
Youth Worship in Gym
Evening Worship
Youth & Middle Youth

9:30 am
10:30 am
5:15 pm
5:30 pm
6:00 pm
6:00 pm

Wednesday:
Evening Bible Study
Worship Teams Practice

6:30 pm
7:30 pm

