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Church

West Side Church of Christ CALLER

From Dan’s Desk

1190 Stahlheber Rd
Hamilton, OH 45013

Phone
513-863-7553
Fax
513-863-7552

Office Hours

Monday-Friday
9:30— 2:30

Church Staff
Dan Knisley
Senior Minister

Be Encouraged
Discouragement and fatigue affects us all from time to time. Life has a
way of just beating us down, especially for those who are trying to live for the
Lord in our increasingly hostile anti-Christian culture. I am reminded of the
pessimist who defined the optimist as a person who really didn’t understand
how bad the situation was. Life does seem just to go from bad to worse.
God offers us hope in His Word, however. II Thessalonians 3:13 tells us
“never tire of doing what is right.” Paul wrote this word of encouragement to
the church at a time of intense persecution and great hardship. In addition, he
had just issued the dark prophecy concerning the coming of the man of sin,
the antichrist, who would bring terrible times on the earth. Yet Paul encourages them to persevere. Why? Because Paul knew what we need to remind
ourselves of-namely, that if God’s people continue to do what is right good
will result-the Lord will see to it. That’s His promise, and His promise should
encourage us. So let’s not let pessimism keep us from doing what is right.

Dan@wscchamilton.org

Daniel Stephens
Associate Minister of
Teens and Worship
Daniel@wscchamilton.org

A Little League baseball player was asked by a bystander what the score
was in the game. The boy told him “14-0”. He then said, “that’s the bad news.”
But then he said, “here’s the good news-our team hasn’t even got to bat yet.”
He wasn’t discouraged because he knew he and his team would have their
chance at plate.

Lance Whitehurst
Minister to Children
Lance@wscchamilton.org

So will you, and the Lord will be with you every swing. Let’s not give up,
because if we continue to do what is right long enough good will result – God
will see to it. Be encouraged.

Ellen Sippel
Secretary
Ellen@wscchamilton.org

For Him,
Dan
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MISSION SPOTLIGHT: Colombian Christian Mission-Dale and Jeanie Meade

Dale and Jeanie have been serving as missionaries in Colombia, South America for over 35 years. Here are some highlights of their
ministry and future plans.
As we are now well into this current year, we would like to take this opportunity to share with you how our last year went and what
our current ministries and future plans are. Having weathered the trials of my wife’s breast cancer treatment and sagging support due
to the lingering recession in the United States, we have begun this year with great enthusiasm and many special blessings from the
Lord. At this time Jeanie has now completed one full year since completing her final treatments and all appears to be going very well.
So far, to the best of our knowledge there has been no indication of any recurrence of the cancer. It will be four more years until the
physicians are willing to say she is cancer free, but so far everything has gone well. We thank you for your prayers during this time
and appreciate your words of encouragement as we traversed this period of trial. We do ask that you continue to lift her up in your
prayers as she continues her recovery.
CAMP PROJECT: Work at the camp on the second cabin has slowed to a standstill as we have not had sufficient income nor designated giving to keep building on a continual basis. But the work has not stopped completely. We had work crew down in February
and they finished the walls on the hostel building that will have eight small rooms, each with a private bath. We installed windows
and exterior doors on the second cabin as well. Then, after the work crew departed, we began the clean water project funded in a
generous partnership by IDES. We now have a well dug and much of the water line installed and are working on the pump house.
We should have that project completed in about a month and have our own source of water that is drinkable right from the faucet.
We have two more work crews scheduled this year and hope to keep moving on the second cabin and the hostel building. We are
hoping to also begin the foundations for the third cabin soon so we can have building projects in different stages at the same time to
take full advantage of all of the talent that the Lord sends to us on these work crews. We hope that in this manner and with designated giving we can continue to move the camp expansion project forward and soon begin to use this addition in a significant manner for the many events we hold at the camp on a regular basis. Join us in praying that God provide for the needs of this expansion.
COLEGIO PENIEL: The school ministry continues to be a special blessing as our academic rating is stellar and we have the
school filled to capacity each year long before the school year begins. We have literally hundreds of applications from new students
that we cannot accept because of limited space. We continue to hope to expand the facilities so we can increase the coverage of this
ministry in the near future. The school is one of those great success stories and special blessings from God both to the church here
and to the child sponsors in the states who provide an education for nearly 100 of our 350 students. One very nice nearby lot that is
unusually large would cost nearly $100,000.00 but would nearly double the size of the school. Please pray that the Lord will make
funds available to move on this opportunity.
DEAF MINISTRY: The deaf church continues to grow and the new leaders are growing as well. The church now functions with
three elders and more are being trained. The church now has more than 100 baptized members and church attendance is in that
same range. They have many contacts and invitations to plant churches in new areas of Colombia but we do not have the funds for
transportation to open new churches in the different geographical regions of Colombia. We do plan on starting a new deaf church in
Villavicencio in the fairly near future and we have many contacts there. We cultivate these contacts and teach these new Christians
but we lack the funding to formally organize them into a church with their own location and identity. At this time they meet with
some frequency and faithfully attend each and every event we organize for them. They lack the financial and organizational skills of
most hearing people, so this effort requires extra input and participation on our part in the early stages. Please pray that the Lord will
provide funding so this new church can organized and formally established.
TEACHING MINISTRY: Our teaching ministry has two major facets; one in which we write, translate, and have printed teaching
material on all levels, but specifically on the level of college materials. I do a fair amount of writing and translating for this project
and have many original and translated books now available for use. I continue to do this type of ministry as it reaches all of Colombia and to many other countries in Latin America. Also, we were forced to cancel our Bible College program as we simply could not
support the requirements of accreditation for this educational ministry. So we returned the program to its roots by re-establishing
our Bible institute, which has all of the same classes and training but is not accredited in any way. We are now in the process of once
again expanding this ministry to all of the congregations for greater effect in the training of new leaders.
CHURCH PLANTING: The final area I want to emphasize in this report is a new church plant in the nearby town of Puerto Lopez. This church was started about two years ago and has now grown to the point where rented facilities were no longer adequate.
Plus the tendency of land lords to expel us on a fairly regular basis meant we were always having to relocate. Together with the
church in Villavicencio the congregation recently purchased a lot. But they do not have the money to build on it. The church in Villavicencio and several generous Christians here have been helping, but the church still lacks so much. As we have often done, we are
partnering with this new church to help them get started. But they have many needs as we try to get a basic building available for
them. The entire building project will be about $80,000 and the local church has made significant sacrifices to move this project
along. I have been visiting this church for teaching and preaching as well and want to share the excitement of a new church work
with you.
Thank you so much for being a part of our ministry.
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REQUESTS
FOR PRAYER

Chaplain Ben Dillon:

Ben and Dawn
67 Candler Ct.
Cameron, N.C. 28376

Bible Trivia
Why was Rueben, Jacob’s
oldest son, not given his
birthright?

Henry Thomas Smart was born October 26, 1813 in London, England. Henry’s
father was a violinist who became Henry’s first music teacher. He also owned
a piano manufacturing company. Through visits to the factory, Henry also
developed his mechanical aptitude to the point that he eventually became a
skilled draftsman.
When his father died of typhoid fever, 10-year-old Henry continued his music
studies. Although he had studied with other teachers, Henry was largely
self-taught as a composer and organist.
At 18, Henry was appointed organist at a church in Blackburn. During his tenure,
Henry began composing as well. His first important composition, commemorating
the 300th anniversary of the Reformation, was written there. One of the work’s
melodies later became known as “Lancashire” and used for many hymn texts.
Returning to London in 1836, Henry was the organist at several different
churches. He became known as a skilled improviser as well as composing more
religious and classical works. He also became involved in publishing as well. He
edited several hymnals that became musically influential throughout the British
Isles. Some scholars claim that his harmonizations were just as influential on
British hymnody as J. S. Bach’s were for German hymnody.

I Chronicles 5:1
He slept with his
father’s slave
woman

In addition to his musical activities, he also became a respected consultant
on pipe organ installations in churches. Here, he was able to combine his
mechanical as well as his musical aptitudes.

August Prayer
Focus:
Joy of the Lord

At age 18, Henry began losing his sight. By his early 50s, he was completely
blind. His continued his musical obligations by playing from memory and utilizing
his improvisational skills. He also continued to compose, dictating his music to
his daughter, who wrote them down for him.
He also continued consulting on pipe organ installations. Now sightless, he relied
more upon his finely-tuned ears as well as his musical and mechanical aptitudes
for this job. Right before his death, he had travelled to Dublin, Ireland to
supervise an installation.
In recognition of his musical contributions, the British government awarded him
an annual pension of 100 pounds. Before he could collect any of it, he died on
July 6, 1879 in London.

Prayer Ministry Team:

Linda Keller
513-312-3587
Pat Brunner
896-6168
Helen James
867-8221

Although he was a prolific composer, Smart is best-remembered for his hymn
melodies. Two of his most famous tunes are “Lancashire” and “Regent Square.”
Both have been used for many texts, but are usually associated with specific
ones.
“Lancashire” has been used for many texts, including “From Greenland’s Icy
Mountains” (Reginald Heber, 1819) and “Lead on, O King Eternal” (E. W.
Shurtleff, 1887). The melody first appeared in his Reformation commemoration
work, which was composed during his tenure at the Blackburn church. Blackburn
is located in Lancashire County.
“Regent Square” has been used for other texts, but the most famous one is
“Angels from the Realms of Glory” (James Montgomery, 1816). Although one
of Smart’s church positions was located on Regent Street in London, a hymnal
editor attended church on Regent Square, a different location. Regent Square
immortalizes the editor’s church, not the composer’s!

**************************
SFC Michael P. Norton
Attn:
AnyAnderson
Solider
Randy
HHCBea
34thArnold
ID DIVENG
Unit # 117
Kevin
BakerAPO,
AE 09374

Duane Couch

PVT Owens, Saxton T.
Aubrie
1/6
WPNS Grissom
co. CAAT1
UnitCallie
73145 Grubb
FPO
AEO9510-3145
Helen Hall
LCPL Stan
Siegle,Hall
Jeremy
CLB-46,
SEC.Hymer
Co.
Thelma
Unit 72022
Jimmie
EPO-AE09509-2022

Howe
Steve Knowles
John Layman
Bob Locke
Melissa
McNamara
Mark Robinson
Del Schanie
Ruby SingletonChad Smith
Robby Stephens
Danny Sterman
Pris Waldren
Carolyn
Whitehurst
All with health
concerns

**************************

Sophie Bovenizer
Barb Colwell
Mae Lasley
Dale Richter
Mag Thacker
Ruby Wyatt

homebound

Which tribes settled
east of the Jordan
*************
River?

Chelsie Owens

Rueben & Gad
Numbers 32

Support our Troops

bereavement
*************
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PRAYER MATTERS
–Life

from the Prayer Ministry Team

Lessons--Helen James

FASTING WEEK: August 25 thru August 31. Pray and fast at least one meal for lost souls, church
growth, church finances, our missionaries and that our nation will turn back to God.

Be joyous always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances for this is God's will for you in
Christ Jesus. I Thessalonians 5:18.
I think I've said before, this is one of my favorite scriptures, I even have it memorized. Last month I
think God really tested me as to whether I believed and practiced it. I had a new roof put on just a
month ago, so I shouldn't have any roof problems, right? Not so. When we had the nearly 2-1/2
inches of rain in less than an hour, I developed a leak down my living room/hall wall and ceiling.
Caught a lot of the water in a bucket, tipped over the bucket and more water poured on my carpet.
The above scripture came to my mind (funny how God does that). I started giving thanks that I was
able to get in touch with the roofer right away, thankful he found the problem (a flashing problem),
thankful I was able to get up most of the water from the carpet. I was rather proud of myself for
remembering that scripture and practicing it--maybe too proud (God doesn't like too proud).
Because the very next day, my sump pump went out and flooded part of my carpeted basement.
This time I wasn't feeling joyous and I was really finding it hard to be thankful. But again that
scripture came to my mind. I was thankful it didn't flood the whole basement, that I have a terrific
brother-in-law who came right away and put in a new sump pump and God gave us sunshine until
it was repaired. But the hardest thing I had to do last month was try and remain joyous and find
thanks when my nephew (age 46) was diagnosed with advanced cancer. It's easy to be thankful in
life's little trivial annoyances but when something that devastating comes along to someone you
love, how do we remain joyous and give thanks? It was Paul who wrote this scripture and after
knowing all that he endured and that he could still write something like this, made me think that
he must have found focusing on the positives instead of the negatives was a great way to help us
get through difficulties. I found it certainly helped me change my attitude about the circumstances
I found myself enduring. But what is the joy and thankfulness in someone being diagnosed with
cancer? My joy and thankfulness is that I know I have a home in heaven at the end of my days
and maybe, just maybe, through this diagnosis someone outside of Christ might seek his love and
acceptance. So see even in difficult situations, we can be thankful if we focus on the positives.
The next time life's circumstances get you down, try finding something to be thankful about and I
think you'll find, as I did, it really helps.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, help us not to question you about things that impact our lives. You
always know the best even though sometimes we can't see things from your realm. Let us trust
that this world is in good hands even though bad things happen in our lives. Let us not dwell on
the negatives, but instead focus on the positives. In Jesus name I pray.
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CHRISTIAN FAMILY CENTER
The North End Mission is going very well. There will be 5 children going to Woodland Lake camp this summer and the Children Mission team is very pleased about this. The children’s program is growing and we see improvement in the lives of
these kids. These children are improving in grades and attitudes about learning and succeeding in their studies.
Hamilton City Schools start on August 13th. This is early. Again this year, we will do our annual street party, where we will
supply school supplies to the neighborhood children. The LUAU (street party) will be Saturday, August 3rd.
West Side Church of Christ will supply school supplies to 50 children. We are asked to furnish:
100 boxes of 24 crayons-basic colors
100 Elmer’s Glue
50 Scissors
250 folders with prongs– red, blue, green and yellow.
50 packs of colored pencils
50 packs of dry erase markers
50 10 pack pencils
50 pink erasers
No backpacks needed– they were donated by a business.
Money for extra supplies if needed.
Volunteers
Walmart will match any sale price from another store.
There are three elementary schools in the district the CFC serves –300-400 children will receive supplies.
We ask that you pray for our work—God can do all things for those who seek Him and this is one of the many things we encourage the children to do—Pray for the little ones.
Any questions—Call Carrol 868-0315

Thanks for your support.
Dave and Carrol Combs

August 3
Christian Family Center Luau
FACE PAINTING BOOTH
Please see Daniel Stephens for
information on helping with our face
painting booth.
Sign up sheet at the
Welcome Center
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August 5, 10 am - LAST God’s Girls at church.



Small Groups that meet at the Kieser’s on hiatus until September.

 August 13 Seniors on the Go – Symmes Tavern on the Green, Fairfield. Leave the church at
11:00am



Singing Seniors Rehearsals on hiatus until fall.

Wednesday Women’s Bible Study on hiatus until September
********************************************************************************************

To our friends at WSCC,
Thank you for the wonderful flowers for Sue’s funeral. We truly appreciate all of the support to us during this difficult
time.
Thanks again,
Harold Hamblin and sons
***********************************************************************************************
Thank you to everyone who came out to the Buy Your Own Sherbet event. It was a wonderful time of fellowship!
************************************************************************************************
Due to growth, we need some more workers for either the nursery or 2&3's class for both hours. If interested see Lance or
Carolyn Whitehurst.
*****************************************************************************************
To West Side Church of Christ–
From the first day I walked into this church I have felt the love and support of all the families that attend, and have
felt it everyday since! It is through your love and prayers that we find peace, knowing that Chelsie is in a much greater
place, and that someday God’s plan will be revealed to us.
We thank you so much for the food, flowers, support and especially prayer.
Love, Bev and Jeff Owens
***********************************************************************************************
I would like to thank everyone for their prayers, cards, and visits while I was at Mercy Hospital and Schroeder Manor
Nursing Care with pneumonia. I appreciate your thoughtfulness. Thank you.
Eunice Murphy
************************************************************************************************
Dear Church Family and Friends,
Just a note to tell you all how much we appreciate your prayers, cards, and well-wishes. We are so thankful to
our Father God for His blessings! The pain in Del’s left leg has virtually disappeared since his right leg knee replacement surgery on June 25. Of course he is still on lots of medicine for his right leg, but we are hopeful that the past
seven-plus years of pain are nearing an end. He continues outpatient therapy.
Thank you especially to dan for prayers & visits before and since the surgery, for visits from Frank & Maxine,
for communion on Sundays, and Ron and Helen, and of course family members. Thanks too to Phyllis for the delicious
zucchini bread, which I shared with Del while he was in Berkley Square rehab. Thanks, too, to Neil for his calls concerning Del’s progress. We hope all VBS workers and teachers and Singing Seniors have taken jars of jelly or butters
(or pickles). If not, please tell me and I’ll bring more. Please return jars when you are done. Thanks!
In Christian Love, Del & Winnie
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The Leadership Team continues to review and update all church ministry teams. The last meeting was
Sunday, July 14th. The next meeting will be Sunday, July 28th. The Leadership Team is made up of the
ministers, elder(s), deacons and trustees. If you have any comments, suggestions or concerns please feel
free to contact any member of the team.
John Van Sickle

Elder

844-8805

479-2101

Dan Knisley

Senior Minister

863-7553

738-2075

Daniel Stephens

Minister to Teens/Worship

863-7553

Lance Whitehurst

Minster to Children

863-7553

Willard Adkins

Deacon

896-4828

Bill Arnold

Deacon

756-9515

Brian Butts

Deacon

726-1312

Dave Combs

Deacon

868-0315

Wayne Kieser

Deacon

330-5389

312-6268

Tom Perry

Deacon

868-1458

678-6223

Louie Spaulding

Deacon

893-0960

403-5683

Allan Miller

Trustee

893-6942

Roger Richardson

Trustee

889-0778

1-859-582-2244
477-6153

265-1312

EVENTS AT A GLANCE

August 3
August 5
August 9
August 10
August 13
August 13
August 19
August 24

North End Luau
God’s Girls 10 AM
Awaken
Awaken
Fun Bunch Symmes Tavern
Hamilton City Schools Begin
Caller deadline
Battle of the Bands

Services
Sunday:
Bible School
Worship Service
Evening Worship
Youth Worship
Youth Group

9:30 am
10:30 am
6:00 pm
5:30 pm
6:00 pm

Wednesday:
Martial Arts Class
Evening Bible Study
Worship Team Practice

6:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:30 pm

