Welcome to Fall at WPC!
AUG / SEPT 2014
Education for All Ages
Sundays, 9:30-10:15 a.m.
(beginning September 7th)
3’s thru Kindergarteners:
Bible Story Room, 104
Grades 1-4:
Godly Play Room, 202
Grades 5-8:
Student Center
Grades 9-12: TBA
Adult Education:
Room 106
Conversations in the
Library for Parents with
Children: Library
The infant and toddler
nursery is open every Sunday
from 9 a.m.-12 noon.
Westminster Presbyterian
Church (USA)
1250 W. Exchange Street
Akron, Ohio 44313
www.westminsterakron.com
(330) 836-2226
Find us on Facebook under
Westminster Presbyterian Church
Akron and on Twitter at
@WestPresAkron
Conley Zomermaand
Interim Pastor
pastorz.wpc@gmail.com
Sheila Svoboda
Director of Christian Education
sheilasvoboda@gmail.com
James Mismas
Director of Music/Organist
jamismas@gmail.com
Germaine Wilson
Director of Communication
gwilson1250@gmail.com
Robin Bennett
Financial Manager
rbennettsings@gmail.com

God’s grace has again proven to be sufficient, the message of the
gospel of Jesus Christ engaging, and the empowerment of the Holy
Spirit irresistible! A year ago you were reeling from the loss of your
beloved pastors. One year later, WPC is still here and is preparing
for a new program schedule. More will be said about specific activities in other articles. Let me say one more thing about how important it is for all of you to participate actively at this time.
Many people pull back some and take breaks from “church”
during interim times. Ok, then, you’ve had your year off. Now get
your fanny back in the fold! Not for my sake, but for the sake of
WPC and your future as a church. Here’s why.
Good candidates will make decisions about accepting a congregation’s call based at least in part – maybe even great part – on how
well the church is doing before they arrive. Most don’t want to be a
church’s savior, as they realize that the church already has a pretty
good Savior. Pastors want to lead and make a difference in a church.
They don’t want to pull a congregation out of a muddy malaise,
however. That really wears a person out rapidly and often results
in a short-term stay. Too much trouble. Won’t go there.
What excites a good candidate? A congregation joining regularly
for vibrant worship, meeting to study and serve, fellowshipping
around sumptuously-ladened tables, and vigorously grasping its
calling to be the Church of Jesus Christ. Long article shortened:
the best thing you can do to help the Pastor Nominating Committee
as it narrows its choices is to show up and get involved – NOW!
I’ve been a candidate for installed positions. That’s what I look for
in a church. Others do, too.
A GIGANTIC SHOUT-OUT TO THE MANY OF YOU WHO
HAVE STEPPED UP AND STOOD OUT DURING THIS
“TWEEN-TIME!” You didn’t do it for the rewards, but you will
receive some along the way. Here’s the first one: my sincere and
profound word of appreciation! For those of you now rested after
a time away from active duty: it’s your turn to step up and stand
out.
I have high hopes and great expectations for the time I have
left at WPC. I desire and presume that all of you will be a part
of the annual great restart over the course of the next couple
of months.
Eagerly,
Pastor Zomermaand
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Please join us on Sunday, September 7 at 10:30 a.m.
for our Annual Rally Day, featuring the talented and
thought-provoking Bob Kloos from Beacon Street Ministries (www.beacon-street.org). Bob will be leading us in
a family-focused worship to remember! To add to the experience, our choir will be back after a summer of renewal.
Following the service, our Deacons will provide a delicious meal
consisting of bourbon glazed ham, fried chicken, southern macaroni and
cheese, fresh garden salad with white French dressing, fresh fruit, yeast
rolls, and artisan breads. PLEASE BRING A DESSERT TO SHARE.
Before our meal, Bob Kloos will teach and entertain all ages with a creative, interactive telling of a gospel story. This is a gathering you don't want to miss and do
want to bring along a friend to share it with.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION FOR ALL AGES
Sundays, 9:30 – 10:15 a.m.
Godly Play Bible Story Room: 3-year-olds through kindergartners, Room 104
This is a room where young children learn the language and rituals of our faith. Rather than being told
what to believe about God, children discover for themselves who God is through stories and guided
activities.
New Godly Play Class: Grades 1-4, Room 202
We will continue the Godly Play educational model with children in grades 1-4, and we have repurposed Room 202 to serve that age group. We will have an Open House in the room during one of the
weeks in September.
Grades 5-8 in the Student Center: A new format will be used for our middle school students. We will
combine fellowship, worship, and study in our time together, continuing to use the ReForm video clips
as our teaching tool.
Grades 9-12: TBA
Children’s Choir Rehearsal: Sundays during the second half of worship
All children in first through fifth grades are invited to attend rehearsal for children’s choir each Sunday, beginning September 14. Children will be dismissed to Room 207 in the Education Wing for rehearsal after the Time of Young Disciples in worship (approximately 10:50 am) and can be picked up
after worship.
Preschoolers-Kindergartners Child Care: Sundays during the second half of worship
After the Time for Young Disciples in worship, 3-year-olds through kindergartners may go to room
104 for supervised, age-appropriate activities. They may be picked up here after worship.
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School Supplies for Portage Path Community Learning Center
We will be collecting school supplies during the month of August for the
students of Portage Path Community Learning Center. With more families in need and fewer community resources available, our ongoing
support is more important than ever. This is part of what we hope will
be more involvement as a congregation with the school serving the
children of our neighborhood. There will be collection boxes
located in the Narthex and in the Fellowship
Hall on Sunday. If you prefer to make a
donation by cash or check, please place
your donation in an envelope marked
‘SCHOOL SUPPLIES’ and drop it in the
offering plate. Supplies suggested by the school include: pens (red, blue and black),
pencils, folders, spiral notebooks, scissors, glue, calculators, dictionaries, crayons,
and markers.

Five at Five – Season Sixteen
Mark your calendars for our sixteenth season of musical concerts – something that truly
makes Westminster Presbyterian Church unique. Children are always welcome and
childcare is available. These events are very popular, so plan to come early for a good
seat. Concerts are from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m.
September 28, 2014 – Phillip Thomson, piano
November 2, 2014 – Festival Chorus and Orchestra
Highlights from Messiah
February 1, 2015 – Akron Baroque
Super Bowl Baroque!
April 12, 2015 – James Mismas, organ, and friends
celebrate his 50th year as a
church musician!
May 10, 2015 – Opera/Broadway Gala
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Celtic Garden News
Have you walked through the Celtic Garden
this summer? Did you notice the roses, lisianthus,
astroemeria, snapdragons, delphinium, and crocosmia,
just a few of the annuals and perennials blooming there?
Westminster is blessed with a dedicated group of gardeners that work hard
to make sure we once again receive a “Beautification Watch Award” from Keep
Akron Beautiful. Our garden is not only enjoyed by our members, but also by
our many neighbors in the community and by the people that come to other
activities at Westminster. If you worshipped this summer on the patio, you
enjoyed the begonias, pansies and bee balm among other flowers.
We will be in the garden September 6 and 20, and also
October 4 and 18. Please join us at 9:30 a.m.

WPC Event Form (Church Groups) / Building Use
Request (Outside Requests) / Church Committee/Groups
To make it easier for the staff to manage the use of the building for mission and fellowship activities that occur outside the regular schedule, all members will need to fill out
a ‘WPC Event Form’ before speaking with a member of the staff about scheduling an
event at the church. The form will be available on-line at westminsterakron.com under
“Congregational Resources” or in the church office. Once the form is completed, the staff
will contact the point person for the event about availability. All requests for activities
that occur outside the regular schedule must be approved by the Session, which means
they need to be submitted no later than one month prior to the event.
Committee Chairs: Each Committee Chairperson will be contacted to fill out a form
to schedule your committee/group for regular monthly room use in the church between
September 2014 through August 2015.
Building Use Requests for Outside Groups: Outside groups are asked to submit a
‘Building Use Form’ found on the homepage of the WPC website. The request will be
reviewed by staff and approved by Session, and the group will be contacted for
final approval.
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Come  Encounter  Grow  Serve
MEN’S GROUP
The Westminster Men’s Group will meet on Monday,
September 8 at 11:30 a.m. at the Olive Garden restaurant on
West Market Street in Montrose. This will be our first meeting of 2014-2015. Please contact Joe Henninger at (330) 8675938 and let him know if you are planning to attend. All men
of the church are welcome.

THIRD SUNDAY DINNER
Jesus taught us to “Love your neighbor as yourself,”
Matthew 19:19. In this spirit, we are very excited about
hosting our next Third Sunday Dinners at Westminster on
September 21 and October 19 at 5:00 p.m. Our church
doors will be open to anyone and everyone. Come and join
church members and our neighbors to share a meal and
fellowship, and bring a friend or neighbor!

BOOK CLUB
We meet the first Monday of each month in the WPC
library at 7:00 p.m. All are welcome!

September 1: Snow Flower and the Secret Fan by Lisa See
October 6:

Heartsick by Chelsea Cain

November 3: Under the Wide and Starry Sky by Nancy Horan
December 1: Longbourne by Jo Baker
The book Longbourne is set among the servants in the world of Jane Austen’s
Pride and Prejudice, so come enjoy a Potluck dinner and viewing of the 2005
movie, Pride and Prejudice. All are invited; we would love to see you!
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Come  Encounter  Grow  Serve
MONDAY SUPPER CLUB
All members are welcome to join us for dinner on September 22
at 6:00 p.m. Bring a casserole, vegetable, salad, or dessert to
share and your own place setting. Beverages are provided. Our
program this month will be presented by Shelley Orloski from
the Akron Zoo. For reservations, please contact Shelley or Tom
Koutnik at (330) 864-2422.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Calling all WPC ladies, Presbyterian Women is for you! PW Circles meet
September through May (and in between on occasion) for fellowship and Bible
study. This year's study is Reconciling Paul: A Contemporary Study of 2 Corinthians.
Discussion Circle meets first Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m.
Contact Polly Fisher (330-664-1022)
Martha Circle meets second Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.
Contact Cathy Melver (330-873-1156)
Mary Circle meets irregularly
Contact Denise Howell (330-780-6763)
Metanoia Circle meets fourth Thursdays at 1:00 p.m.
Contact Mary Lou Griffiths (330-688-7196)
Evening Circle meets third Mondays at 7:30 p.m.
Contact Ginny Melver (330-374-1157)
Sewing Circle meets third Wednesdays at 1:00 p.m.
Contact Peggy Messaros (330-666-9086)
Save the dates and watch for more details on our quarterly church-wide PW gatherings:
Saturday, October 11, from 10:00 a.m. to Noon
Saturday, December 6, from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.
Saturday, March 14, 2015 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Saturday, April 25, 2015 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
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Come  Encounter  Grow  Serve
EYE-OPENER BIBLE STUDY
We meet Thursdays at 8:00 a.m. in Room 106, and will continue
to study the book of Acts during the fall. Come enjoy the
fellowship and discussion. All are welcome!

SEWING GROUP
Our Sewing Group is in need of adult-size bath towels to
make bibs for local nursing homes. A box for your donated
towels is in the coat room in Wright-Herberich Hall. Thank
you for your support.

ACME RECEIPTS FOR PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Presbyterian Women of Westminster would like to thank the
congregation for your generous support and participation in
the Acme Cash Back tape program that ran last winter and fall,
which yielded $697.93. This money goes to mission programs,
both locally and globally. The next program begins on September 18 – please look for the collection boxes in the
Narthex and in Wright-Herberich Hall. Thank you again for
your continued support.

GOOD NEIGHBORS
The demand for food at Good Neighbors remains high.
Don’t forget their need by bringing non-perishable food to
church on the first Sunday of the month, September 7 and October 5.
Good Neighbors can also can use your paper
and plastic grocery bags. Place them in the
box marked ‘Good Neighbors’ in the Wright-Herberich Hall coat room.
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CHURCH FAMILY STORIES
Congratulations to Becky and Mike Amonett on the birth of their daughter, Anne Kathleen
Amonett, born on July 24, 2014 in Akron. Anne is also the granddaughter of Charlie and Sue
Silver.
Sympathy is extended to the family of Mildred Ruth Ewart who passed away July 29, 2014.
Sympathy is extended to the family of Judge Harold White who passed away August 5, 2014.
New Member: We welcome Deborah (Debbie) Rutan, who comes to us by letter of transfer
from the First Presbyterian Church in Barberton. She has been attending worship here for
several months with her husband, the Rev. Moss Rutan, a retired PCUSA pastor. Presbyterian
pastors remain members of the local presbytery and do not join local congregations. We
welcome them both, however!

2014 CHURCH DIRECTORY
Electronic copies of the church directory are available. Email the church office for the link.
Hard copies are available in Wright-Herberich Hall. We do our best to keep the information
current. Please send updates and corrections to the church office at gwilson1250@gmail.com.

2014 CONTRIBUTION UPDATE
Year-to-date totals
Budget (year) ............................................................................................. $448,703
YTD budget (7 months) ............................................................................. $261,744
2014 Received (7 months) ..................... (42% of budget) ...................... $192,676

Like us on Facebook under Westminster Presbyterian Church Akron

8

