
 

 
 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 

May 7, 2017 
10:30 AM Worship 

 

 

At the ringing of the carillon, please silence your cell phones and 
conversations and prepare your hearts and minds for an encounter with 

the Living God. Bolded text is read or sung by all.   
*Please rise in body or spirit. 

 

COME 
 

Voluntary  Psalm 9     Carl Wiltse 

Westminster Handbell Choir 

Ronald Hazelett, director 

 

*Call to Worship  Psalm 91:2; Romans 10:9, 13 Brad Hall  
 Let us worship God who is the refuge and fortress in whom we trust. 

 Let us confess with our mouths, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in 
 our hearts that God raised him from the dead.  
 “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”  
 Let us call upon him in our hearts, confess him with our 
 mouths, and worship him in spirit and in truth. 

 

*Hymn 461    God Is Here   ABBOT’S LEIGH 
 

Anthem   O Worship the King    Johann Michael Haydn 
  arr. Frances L. Callahan 
 Westminster Youth Bell Choir   

                       Denise Milner Howell, director 



 

 
ENCOUNTER 

 

Prayer of Confession  
 O Lord our God, you have searched us and known us. You know 
 not only what we say, but also what we think. You know not 
 only what we say, but also what we almost said. You know how 
 quickly our thoughts rise to praise ourselves because we are 
 well-off, or good-looking, or healthy, or smart, boasting of your 
 gifts as if they were our accomplishments. You know how 
 slowly our thoughts sink to accuse ourselves even when we 
 have turned our backs on you, fascinating ourselves with lesser 
 gods whose calling we heed while ignoring your own. Quickly 
 boasting, slowly accusing, truly we need to repent. O God, 
 forgive, correct, and heal us through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 Amen. 
 

Silence is observed. 
 

Response 574     Lord, Have Mercy Kyrie 

 Lord have mercy upon us. Christ have mercy upon us.  
 Lord have mercy upon us. 
 

Assurance of Forgiveness  
 

*Response 567    Glory Be to the Father Gloria Patri 

 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it 
 was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. 
 Amen. 
 

*Passing the Peace    
Greet both friends and strangers saying, The peace of Christ be with 
you. 

 

Time for Church Life  
  

Please sign the friendship pad and pass to those seated near you. If you are 
the last person to sign on that page, please tear it out and leave it on the 

pew for the ushers to pick up after the service. 



 
Offertory  Cantique de Jean Racine     Gabriel Fauré 

O Redeemer divine, our sole hope of salvation, eternal light of the earth 
and the sky, we kneel in adoration.  O Savior, turn on us Thy loving 

eye.  Send down on us the fire of Thy grace all-consuming, whose 
wondrous might dispersed the powers of hell. And rouse our slumbering 

souls with radiance all illumining that they may waken Thy mercy to tell! 
O Christ, bestow Thy blessing on us, we implore Thee, who here are 

gathered on penitent knee, accept the hymns we chant to Thine eternal 
glory and these Thy gifts we return unto Thee. 

 

*Response 592 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow Doxology 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all  
 creatures here below; Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;  
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Reception of New Members 
 

Sue Larson, Pat Schumacher, Gregory Works 
 

Time for Young Disciples   First Sunday Food Collection 
 

Following the Time for Young Disciples, 3 through 5 year-olds are invited 
to Room 104 for age-appropriate activities. Kindergarteners through 3rd 

graders are invited to children’s choir rehearsal in Room 207 of the 
Education Building. Fourth graders and older will stay in worship. 

Parents and guardians, please pick up your children following worship. 

 
GROW 

 

Prayer for Illumination  
  

The First Lesson   Acts 1:1-11 Pew Bible, New Testament Pg. 118 
 

*Hymn 397   O for a Closer Walk with God DALEHURST 
 

The Second Lesson   Acts 2:42-47 Pew Bible, New Testament Pg. 120 
  

 This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
 

Sermon Devotion The Reverend Jon Hauerwas 



 
SERVE 

 

*Affirmation of Faith       

 In our world, where many journey alone, nameless in the 
bustling crowd, the forces of evil seek whom they may scatter 
and isolate; but God, through Christ, gathers a new community 
- those who by God’s gift put their trust in Christ. In the new 
community, all are welcome: the homeless come home, the 
broken find healing, the sinner makes a new start, the despised 
are esteemed, the least are honored, and the last are first. Here 
the Spirit guides and grace abounds. The church is the 
fellowship of those who confess Jesus as Lord. Our new life in 
Christ is celebrated and nourished in the fellowship of 
congregations, where we praise God’s name, hear the Word 
proclaimed, learn God’s ways, confess our sins, offer our 
prayers and gifts, and celebrate the sacraments. 

 

Prayers of the People, Silent Reflection and the Lord’s Prayer:   
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as  
we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

*Hymn 326 Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart MORECAMBE  
 

*Charge and Benediction  
 

Voluntary   Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah     Paul Manz 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Join us for coffee, fellowship and birthday cake 
 in Wright-Herberich Hall after worship today. 

 
 

Welcome to our worship this morning! 
 

THE FLOWERS IN THE CHANCEL are given in loving memory of her 
husband Whitey Wahl and her parents, Glenn and Ruth Clark by Marian 
Wahl. 
 

THE BIRTHDAY CAKE for May is given by Raphael Peoples in honor 

of all Taurus people. 

 

USHERS Bob Leonard (head usher) Bob Pulling, Raphael Peoples, Earl 
Pierson, Don Rearick and Phil Fry. 
 

TWEEN CLASS USHERS Thank you to the Tween class who is helping with 
usher duties this Sunday. 
 

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS are available. Please ask an usher.  
 

HEARING ASSISTANCE DEVICES are available. Please ask an usher. 
 

CHILDREN’S BIBLES AND ACTIVITY BOXES are available in the Narthex. 
Please ask an usher. 

 
 

COME - ENCOUNTER - GROW - SERVE 
 

ADULT EDUCATION This Sunday’s topic is Capital Punishment. May 14 
will be a Mother’s Day discussion of Issues Facing Today’s Women. Join us 
Sunday, May 28 when our new General Presbyter/Stated Clerk, The Rev. 
Cathy Ulrich, will lead us in a discussion of Race, Racism, and the Church.  
 

LIBRARY CONVERSATIONS We continue to meet to discuss parenting 
issues through Sunday, May 28. Join us at 9:30 am on Sundays in the 
Library. On May 28 plan to join all the adults of the church for the class lead 
by The Rev. Cathy Ulrich. Details about the class are above.  



YOUTH EVENT/HUNGER WALK A 1.5 or 2.5 mile Regional Food Bank 
Hunger Walk will take place TODAY starting and ending at the Unitarian 
Universalist Church, 3090 W. Market. Meet there at 2:00 pm for 
registration. See Kimberly Cheng for any questions. See you there! 
 

BOOK DISCUSSION will meet on Monday, May 8 to discuss Hidden 
Figures by Margot Lee Shetterly. Join us in the church library at 7:00 pm. 
 

FIVE AT FIVE Join us for the Mother’s Day Opera/Broadway Gala on 
Sunday, May 14 at 5:00 pm. Prepare to be thrilled! 
 

SCRIPT ARTICLES for the June/July Script are due by noon on Wednesday, 
May 17 which will be published Sunday, May 28. Please submit articles 
regarding summer events. We will publish the next Script in late July. Please 
send articles to gwilson1250@gmail.com. 
 

SENIOR RECOGNITION If you have a graduating senior who should be 
recognized, please contact Kimberly Cheng at wpcyouth1250@gmail.com 
with the correct spelling of the student’s name and the school he/she will be 
graduating from, as well as future plans such as the name of college they will 
attend or occupation goals.  
 

SUNDAY, MAY 21 We have so many people to thank for the work they do 
with our Children and Youth and Adult Ministries. We are acknowledging 
our teachers and team members that have worked so hard this past program 
year. Please join us on May 21 during worship to show your appreciation! 
 

OUR LAST DAY OF SUNDAY SCHOOL for children, youth and adults is 
Sunday, May 28 at 9:30 am. We have all classes meeting and encourage all 
members of the various adult classes to attend the class lead by our new 
General Presbyter/Stated Clerk, The Rev. Cathy Ulrich, who will discuss  
Race, Racism, and the Church. 
 

ANNUAL PICNIC Please join us for our Annual Memorial Day Picnic on 
Sunday, May 28 after worship.  
 

SAVE THE DATE Our theme for Vacation Bible School is The 
Beatitudes. Children 4-years-old to 5th grade can join us July 10-13 from 
9:15 am -12:00 pm (noon). VBS will run Monday-Thursday with a potluck 
on Thursday evening at 6:00 pm. Contact Sheila, wpcchildren1250@ 
gmail.com for more information. 
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Calendar of Church Building Events 

May 7 - 14, 2017 
  

Sunday, 5/7: Fourth Sunday of Easter 
9:00 am Child Care Center opens 
9:00 am Youth Bell Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
9:30 am Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
9:30 am Education for all ages (Christian Education classrooms) 
10:30 am  Worship/First Sunday Food Collection (Sanctuary) 
11:30 am Coffee, fellowship and birthday cake (WHH) 
2:00 pm Youth Hunger Walk (off-site) 
 

Monday, 5/8:  

11:30 am  Men’s Group (off-site)  
7:00 pm Book Discussion (Library) 

 

Tuesday, 5/9:  
 7:00 pm Properties Committee Meeting (Library) 
 7:00 pm Discipleship Committee Meeting (Room 106))   

Wednesday, 5/10:   
4:00 pm Bridges Out of Poverty (WHH/Kitchen/Library) 
4:15 pm Bell Rehearsal (Sanctuary)  
 

Thursday, 5/11:  
8:00 am Eye Opener Bible Study (Room 106) 
9:30 am Staff Meeting (Library) 
6:30 pm League of Women Voters Board Meeting (Room 106) 
 

Friday, 5/12:   
12:30 pm Ohio Living (Johnstone Patio) 

 

Saturday, 5/13:    
9:00 am Dress Rehearsal for Five at Five (Sanctuary) 

 

Sunday, 5/14: Mother’s Day 
9:00 am Child Care Center opens 
9:30 am Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
9:30 am Education for all ages (Christian Education classrooms) 
10:30 am  Worship/Communion (Sanctuary) 
11:30 am Coffee and fellowship (WHH) 
5:00 pm Five at Five Opera/Broadway Gala (Sanctuary) 

 



 
Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00 am–2:00 pm 

 We do our best to answer your phone calls weekday mornings.  

 You may be directed to our automated answering service at other times.  

 We strive to provide access to the church building during office hours 
through our callbox in the rear of the church building.  

 Please call ahead and inquire about building access if you are coming 
after 2:00 pm.  

 

WEEKLY DEADLINE for information to be included in the Sunday Update 
and Sunday bulletin is Wednesday at noon. 
 
 
 
 

WPC Staff: 
 

The Reverend Jonathan S. Hauerwas, Pastor  jhauerwas.wpc@gmail.com 
 (cell phone 330-606-4551) (weekly office days: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday) 
Sheila Svoboda, Dir. of Children and Family Ministry wpcchildren1250@gmail.com  
   (weekly office days: Tuesday and Thursday) 
Sean Williams, Youth Ministry Administrator wpcyouth1250@gmail.com 
 (cell phone 717-271-1221)  
Kimberly Cheng, Youth Coordinator wpcyouth1250@gmail.com 
 (cell phone 908-283-0489)  
James Mismas, Director of Music/Organist  musicdirectorwpc@gmail.com  
Germaine Wilson, Director of Communication                            gwilson1250@gmail.com 
 (weekly office days: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday) 
Eileen Martinez, Staff Accountant wpcfinance1250@gmail.com 
 (weekly office days: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday) 
Jeremiah Ward, Daytime Custodian (Monday-Friday) wpcbuilding@gmail.com 
Kayla Elefritz, Childcare Director kayla_elefritz@yahoo.com 
  (cell phone-330-564-7580) 
Samuel Olin-Hitt, Director of Children’s Choir        wpcchildrenschoir1250@gmail.com    
 (cell phone-330-936-8489) 
Toy Wilkson, Evening and Sunday Custodian   (cell phone-234-716-4716)  
Arthur Jefferson, Evening and Sunday Custodian (cell phone-330-433-3356) 
 

 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 
1250 West Exchange Street, Akron, Ohio 44313 
westminsterakron.com ~ 330-836-2226 
westminsterakron@gmail.com 
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