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Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 24, 2017
10:30 AM Worship

At the ringing of the carillon, please silence your cell phones and conversations and prepare your hearts and minds for an encounter with the Living God. Bolded text is read or sung by all.  
*Please rise in body or spirit.

COME

Voluntary     Magnificat                                                	 Marcel Dupré

*Call to Worship      Psalm 126		Kara Hauerwas
	The Lord has done great things for us!
	And we are filled with joy!
	Our God has turned our weeping into singing,
	our tears into songs of joy!
	O Christ of God, come anew in our hearts this day,
	and remain in us forever.

*Hymn 13  Prepare the Way	        BEREDEN VÄG FÖR HERRAN

Advent Candle Lighting   		Isaiah 9:6	Ed, Laurel, Natalie, Caden 
			and Holden Labbe
	For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, authority rests on his 	shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 	Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

	We light these candles as a sign of our waiting and hope for the coming of 	Christ. 
                 
ENCOUNTER
Prayer of Confession
	It is Advent. It is the season in which we prepare our hearts to welcome 	Christ, who is the bringer of all peace. We confess to you the ways in 	which we block the peace of Christ in our lives. 
	God of peace, hear our prayer.
	The rushing and scurrying to get things done,
	we confess to you, O God of peace. 
	The worry about the little details,
	we confess to you, O God of peace.
	The financial burdens we put on ourselves,
	we confess to you, O God of peace. 
	The impatience and irritability we feel and take out on one another,
	we confess to you, O God of peace.
	The bickering and quarreling we get into because we are too busy,
	we confess to you, O God of peace.
	Though we make ourselves less than peaceful at this time of the year, your 	peace is always there for us. 
	Instill within us your peace, O God. 
	When we feel overwhelmed,
	instill within us your peace, O God.  
	When we are filled with worry,
	instill within us your peace, O God. 
	When we become irritable,
	instill within us your peace, O God. 
	When the guilt of our ways threatens to overcome us, help us to 	remember that we are forgiven in Christ. 
	Instill within us your peace, O God.
	Instill within us your peace, O God. Instill within us your peace and help 	us to make choices that bring us closer to you. Help us to be more 	peaceful so that we may spread Christ’s peace and love to others. 
	Amen.

Silence is observed.




Response 574    	Lord, Have Mercy	Kyrie
	Lord have mercy upon us. Christ have mercy upon us. 
	Lord have mercy upon us.

Assurance of Forgiveness	

*Response 567   	Glory Be to the Father	Gloria Patri
	Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it 	was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. 	Amen.

*Passing the Peace 		
Greet both friends and strangers saying, The peace of Christ be with you.

Time for Church Life 		
Please sign the friendship pad and pass to those seated near you. If you are the last person to sign on that page, please tear it out and leave it on the pew for the ushers to pick up after the service.

Offertory     	               Candlelight Carol   	John Rutter
How do you capture the wind on the water? How do you count all the stars in the sky? How can you measure the love of a mother, or how can you write down a baby's first cry? Candlelight, angel light, firelight and star-glow shine on his cradle till breaking of dawn. Gloria, gloria in excelsis Deo! Angels are singing; the Christ child is born. Shepherds and wise men will kneel and adore him, Seraphim round him their vigil will keep; nations proclaim him their Lord and their Saviour, but Mary will hold him and sing him to sleep. Find him at Bethlehem laid in a manger: Christ our Redeemer asleep in the hay. Godhead incarnate and hope of salvation: a child with his mother that first Christmas Day. Find him at Bethlehem laid in a manger: Christ our Redeemer asleep in the hay. Godhead incarnate and hope of salvation:
a child with his mother that first Christmas Day.

*Response 592	Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow	Doxology
	Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise God all 
	creatures here below; praise God above, ye heavenly hosts; 
	praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Time with Young Disciples 	The Reverend Jon Hauerwas	

[bookmark: _GoBack]After the Time with Young Disciples, 3 through 6-year-olds are invited to the Nursery for age-appropriate activities.
Grades K-8 will stay in worship with their families.

GROW

Prayer for Illumination	
	
The First Lesson   Psalm 96:1-13	Pew Bible, Old Testament Pg. 550

*Hymn 14    Savior of the Nations, Come 
           	 NUN KOMM, DER HEIDEN HEILAND

The Second Lesson   Luke 1:46b-55	Pew Bible, New Testament Pg. 57 
	
	This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

Sermon	Chosen	The Reverend Jonathan Hauerwas

SERVE

*Affirmation of Faith     Nicene Creed    
	We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven 	and earth, of all things visible and invisible. And in one Lord 	Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father 	before all ages, Light from Light, true God from true God, 	begotten, not made; of the same essence as the Father. Through 	him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 	down from heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and 	Mary, and was made human. He was crucified under Pontius 	Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The third day he rose again, 	according to the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is 	seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again with 	glory to judge the living and the dead. His kingdom will never 	end. And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 	life. The Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son, and with 	the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. The Spirit 	spoke through the prophets. We believe in one holy universal 	and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for the 	forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the 	dead, and to life in the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer
	Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 	kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 	Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 	forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 	deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 	and the glory, forever. Amen.

*Hymn 15	Rejoice! Rejoice, Believers   	LLANGLOFFAN

*Charge and Benediction

Voluntary       	Carillon de Westminster         	Louis Vierne


Welcome to our worship this morning!

Join us for coffee and fellowship
in Wright-Herberich Hall after worship today.

THE WHITE ROSE IN THE CHANCEL is in memory of Lee Davies who died on December 14, 2017 in Southampton, NJ. A memorial service will be held at a later time at Westminster Church.

USHERS this morning are Dave Stobbs (head usher) and Linda Stobbs.

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS are available. Please ask an usher. 

HEARING ASSISTANCE DEVICES are available. Please ask an usher.

CHILDREN’S BIBLES AND ACTIVITY BOXES are available in the Narthex. Please ask an usher.


COME - ENCOUNTER - GROW - SERVE

SINCE ADVENT BEGAN, Our Giving Tree has been ready to accept and display our colorful gifts of hats, mittens, gloves and scarves for children being sheltered by ACCESS, an Akron agency serving our area’s homeless women and their children, nearly 400 of them each year. The items we each add to the tree will be our gifts of caring and comfort.

CHRISTMAS ENVELOPES are located in the pews for your special year-end gifts to Westminster Presbyterian Church.  Thank you for sharing your blessings.

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SCHEDULE This evening at 5:00 p.m. we will hold our traditional Christmas Eve Candlelight Service. Doors open at 3:30 p.m., and child care will be available at 4:30 p.m. Celebrate our traditional Lessons and Carols Service on Sunday, December 31 at 10:30 a.m.

FAMILY ICE SKATING Join us, Sunday, January 7, 2018 at Lock 3, downtown Akron, for family skating. We will meet at 3:00 pm and skate till about 5:00 pm. Rental is $3 for skates or bring your own, skating is free. Cookies will be available for WPC members. 

HANGING OF THE GREENS Please stay after worship on Sunday, January 7 at 11:30 am to help the Worship committee take down the beautiful decorations from our worship and meeting spaces. 

CONFIRMATION CLASS begins on January 21. For more information or to sign-up, please contact Pastor Hauerwas at jhauerwas.wpc@gmail.com. 

PRAYER LIST Please continue to update Pastor Jon and the staff about prayer needs for our weekly prayer list that is usually emailed out on Monday. We will next update our prayer list on Wednesday, January 3, 2018 and send those out for prayer.  

YEAR-END GIFTS Just a reminder that your year-end gifts must be physically delivered to the Finance Office or postmarked on or before December 31, 2017 to be included on your 2017 giving statement.  The church offices are closed Friday, December 29 and Saturday, December 30. Contributions received during worship on Sunday, December 31 will be included on your 2017 giving statement. Thank you for your generous support of Westminster Presbyterian Church during 2017.



Calendar of Church Building Events
December 24, 2017 – January 2, 2018 

Sunday, 12/24: 
9:00 am	Child Care Center opens
9:30 am	Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room)
9:30 am	Adult Education only (Room 106)
10:30 am 	Worship (Sanctuary)
11:30 am	Coffee and fellowship (WHH/Kitchen)
3:30 pm	Doors open for worship
4:15 pm	Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
4:30 pm	Child Care Center opens
5:00 pm	Christmas Eve Candlelight Service (Sanctuary)

Monday, 12/25: Merry Christmas    Church office closed
			
Tuesday, 12/26: Church office closed 
	
Wednesday, 12/27: No activities planned

Thursday, 12/28:	
	8:00 am	Eye-Opener Bible Study (Room 106)	
	9:30 am	Staff meeting (Library)
			
Friday, 12/29: Church office closed
	

Saturday, 12/30: No activities planned
		 
Sunday, 12/31: 
9:30 am	Adult Education only (Room 106)
10:00 am	Child Care Center opens
10:30 am 	Worship/Lessons and Carols (Sanctuary)
11:30 am	Coffee and fellowship (WHH/Kitchen)

Monday, 1/1/18: Happy New Year    Church office closed
			
Tuesday, 1/2/18: Church office closed 




Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
· We do our best to answer your phone calls weekday mornings. 
· You may be directed to our automated answering service at other times. 
· We strive to provide access to the church building during office hours through our callbox in the rear of the church building. 
· Please call ahead and inquire about building access if you are coming after 2:00 p.m. 

WEEKLY DEADLINE for information to be included in the Sunday Update and Sunday bulletin is Wednesday at noon.

FEBRUARY/MARCH 2018 SCRIPT will be distributed on Sunday, January 28, 2018. The Script will cover activities between January 29 – March 24, 2018. Please have all articles turned into the office by noon on Wednesday, January 17 by email to gwilson1250@gmail.com.

WPC Staff:

The Reverend Jonathan S. Hauerwas, Pastor 	jhauerwas.wpc@gmail.com
	(cell phone 330-606-4551) (weekly office days: Monday - Thursday)
Sheila Svoboda, Dir. of Children and Family Ministry	wpcchildren1250@gmail.com 
	(weekly office days: Tuesday and Thursday)
James Mismas, Director of Music/Organist 	musicdirectorwpc@gmail.com 
Eileen Martinez, Staff Accountant	wpcfinance1250@gmail.com
	(weekly office days: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday)
Germaine Wilson, Director of Communication	                            gwilson1250@gmail.com
	(weekly office days: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday)
Sean Williams, Youth Ministry Administrator	wpcyouth1250@gmail.com
	(cell phone 717-271-1221) 
Zack Troyer, Director of Children’s Choir 	wpcchildrenschoir1250@gmail.com
  (cell phone 330-285-0213)
Ron Hazelett, Director of Tween/Youth and Adult Bell Choir 	wpcbellchoir@gmail.com
  (cell phone 330-701-7523 )
Kayla Elefritz, Childcare Director	kayla_elefritz@yahoo.com
  (cell phone 330-564-7580)
Becky Harlow, Sunday and Special Events Attendant       	
	(cell phone 941-779-3099)
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