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James Mismas, Director of Music/Organist/Five at Five Artistic Director
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Germaine Wilson, Director of Communications
Eileen Martinez, Staff Accountant
Kayla Elefritz, Childcare Director
unfilled position, Custodian
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Message from the Pastor
There is a fascinating story about the land on which Westminster sits. For more
information, I invite you to search the Akron Beacon Journal archives by typing the words
“Poor Lost Souls of Akron.” I also invite you to stay tuned to local news sources in the
coming year as more research unfolds about the area from West Exchange through
Schneider Park.
Today, Westminster is situated in a bustling, residential, urban setting. And though
we are no longer the congregation of over 1,000 members that a number of our long-time
parishioners recall, we survived a split in the 1990s and remain blessed with an impressive
array of staff and volunteer resources. You may not know that presently, “a third of
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) congregations have less than 50 members, two thirds have
less than 100 and 77 percent have less than 200.” 1 This is the current reality of
congregations in our denomination. With a membership of over 400, Westminster
Presbyterian Church of Akron, Ohio is one of the larger congregations in our
denomination.
I could never appropriately thank the many people who have freely given of their
time, talent, and financial resources in service of our congregation. But, I will seek to
identify some of the highlights. Ours is a congregation with high expectations, and
Westminster regularly delivers by providing a breadth of programming which draws both
believers and seekers from throughout the Akron region. Our financial endowment is
robust, sensibly managed, and purposefully used to the glory of God. In 2017,
Westminster finished the fiscal year with an operating surplus for the first time since 2011.
This is great news for a congregation that originally set aside $63,188 from Rowley
unrestricted fund principal to support general operating expenses in 2017.
Since our Annual Congregational Meeting last March, the Properties Committee
negotiated new contracts with building users and began providing office and meeting
space to the League of Women Voters. In 2017, we said farewell to our long-serving
custodian, Jeremiah Ward, and we explored a number of options for meeting the many
needs of our expansive building and grounds. This culminated in the hiring of Damon
Horner as our new full-time custodian in early 2018. Meanwhile, we have employed the
services of Truly Reaching You, a community outreach, to provide cleaning services in the
interim and on an as needed basis.
In anticipation of the retirement of Jim Mismas in 2018, Session formed a Music
Director/Organist Search Committee. Applications are now being received through the
American Guild of Organists. Though we know that Jim can never be replaced, it is our
hope to provide for as smooth of a transition as possible. We will all miss him dearly.
In 2017 and 2018, Session approved new wedding and memorial/funeral policies,
the Personnel Committee completed performance evaluations for all staff. Our new

Source: Jan Kitchens and Deborah Wright, “Revitalizing Church Leadership,” The Presbyterian Outlook,
Vol. 200 (2), January 29, 2018, Pg. 17.
1
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Membership Committee developed Westminster’s first photo directory since 2007 and
began mapping a new website. Discipleship, in conjunction with the Deacons, hosted the
first annual St. Patrick’s Day party and sponsored a community conversation regarding the
opioid crisis, and I began offering a 10-week confirmation class. In 2018, Session has
agreed to quarterly visioning conversations regarding the future of our church.
On a personal note, we welcomed my wife’s parents to Akron as new residents in
November of 2017. It has been a great joy for us to have them here, just two blocks from
our home. Their presence has also given me the freedom to pursue some new recreational
adventures. Liam, my seven year old, and I, recently began learning how to snow ski
together. These are memories that will remain with me forever.
Thank you all for your dedication, sincerity, and love. We have much for which to
give thanks.
Peace,
Jon
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Music at Westminster
As I prepare to bid you farewell, I am struck once again about the importance of music at
Westminster Church and some of the words that I write now are a repetition of what I
shared with you last year at this time because they continue to be true. Music affords us
the opportunity to express ideas and feelings in a very powerful way, sometimes
surpassing what we can communicate with words alone. It can lead the way as we seek to
understand the divine mysteries of our faith. Deep gratitude to ALL who participate as
singers and ringers and to my exceptional colleagues who provide superb direction and
leadership in our music program - Ronald Hazelett, Adult Bell Choir and Westminster
Youth Chime Choir and Zack Troyer, Children’s Choir. Each of these wonderful people is a
fine musician who leads lovingly and with the highest expectations because we all believe
that what we offer to God should be our very best, no matter what it is that we do. Finally,
our extremely successful concert series, Five at Five, concerts of universal inspiration on
Sunday afternoons at 5:00 p.m., continues to draw great crowds and serves as a dynamic
and exciting outreach into our community and well beyond. Thrilling music is alive and
well at Westminster Presbyterian Church and, knowing that, I leave content knowing that
this tradition is solid and supported profoundly. I share a part of my retirement letter
with you once again: “The flowers, the gorgeous, mystic, multi-colored flowers are not the
flowers of life, but people, yes people are the true flowers of life and it has been a most
precious treasure to have temporarily strolled in your garden.”
SOLI DEO GLORIA
James Mismas, Director of Music/Organist, Artistic Director for Five at Five
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Children and Family Ministry
2017 was a year for sprucing up our spaces for young children, shoring up our
Tween Ministry and continuity in programming, teachers and volunteers. We were able
to finish painting the Nursery and Preschool Room with welcoming and fresh colors and
added shelving, a rug and new faucets for both rooms. Both of these rooms are now very
welcoming to new and current members. We have plans for 2018 for new toys and added
developmentally appropriate equipment. Our Tweens are now ushering each first Sunday
of the month, and we have two service projects planned for each year with them as well as
a fun fellowship outing. Our planning is done every other month by our Children and
Family Ministry Team which continues from the recommendations of our work with
Ministry Architects, as well as the Discipleship Committee.
Sunday School meets Sunday mornings at 9:30 am for three age groups of children. We
have a Bible Story Room for ages 3-preK, a Godly Play Room for K-3rd grade and a Tween
class for children 4th-6th grade. Fifteen teachers are trained and dedicated to work with
forty-one children who are regularly attending. Our Nursery is bright and welcoming. We
have twenty children who are regular or semi-regularly cared for by our three stable,
caring and professional childcare staff headed by Kayla Elefritz. Our parents meet weekly
in Library Conversations to discuss parenting trends and to support one another. The
families meet together regularly in church events, from picnics and an Easter Egg Hunt to
an annual Halloween Party and Advent Potluck and Workshop. Our VBS, ‘The
Beatitudes”, this year was staffed by twenty-two adult and teen volunteers with forty-five
children attending. We had a Godly Play trainer come to train our teachers as well as
those from six other churches in the area. Our Christmas Pageant was told and sung by
our children and youth under the leadership of Zack Troyer, Ron Hazelett and Stacy
Franzmann.
In preparing the Annual Report it is rewarding to look back at goals reached and start to
plan for the achievement for new ones. Much has been accomplished. We are now steady
on course for continuity and hoping and praying for new growth always.
Respectfully submitted by,
Sheila Svoboda
Director of Children & Family Ministry
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Annual Report of the Clerk of Session
Section G-3.02 of the Book of Order of The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.) describes the responsibilities of the Session. This council is “composed of those
persons elected by the congregation to active service as ruling elders, together with all
installed pastors and associate pastors“ (p. 48, Book of Order 2015/2017). Session elects a
clerk, who records the transactions or minutes of Session. The clerk also maintains
membership rolls and required records, such as baptisms, weddings, and elected officers,
and may send official correspondences.
During 2017, the Session of Westminster Presbyterian Church held ten regular meetings.
Meetings are generally held monthly (fourth Tuesday); the meetings for July and August
were combined, as were meetings for November and December. In addition, there were
eleven e-meetings and three special meetings. These are generally held to address matters
needing attention before the next regular meeting (e.g., approving special baptisms or
funerals, accepting new members). One hundred fifty-five motions were presented and
acted upon. There were also four congregational meetings during the year. Minutes are
posted to the church web page after they have been approved by Session. This normally
occurs at the next regular meeting. If anyone has questions before they are posted, they
may contact me at wpcclerk1250@gmail.com.
Much of the work of the Session is done by committees. The moderator or designated
representative of a committee may present motions to Session to act upon, or ideas for
discussion. Committee minutes are also posted to the church web page by the clerk.
Westminster is a member of the Eastminster Presbytery, which stretches from the
Summit-Medina County line to the Ohio-Pennsylvania line. Presbytery holds four regular
meetings each year. Westminster may send one commissioner, along with its pastor, to
each meeting to act on any matters presented. The clerk also provides an Annual
Statistical Report, the pastor’s Terms of Call, and any other requested information to
Presbytery. The official record of Session and Congregational Meeting minutes for 2016
were reviewed by a representative of the Committee on Ministry in July; no exceptions
were reported.
Alec Works
2017 Clerk of Session
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Clerk of Session Report – 2017
Baptisms
Adult
Children

0
4

Member Statistics
Membership as of January 1, 2017

407

Gains
Members Received

11

Losses
Deletions
Letters of Transfer
Deaths

0
4
9

Membership as of December 31, 2017

405

Average Monthly Attendance by Year

January
February
March
April
May
June

2017
132
165
168
201
155
123 (29)

2016
147
170
198
149
166
111 (40)

2015
127
119
141
212
155
97 (38)

July
August
September
October
November
December

120 (28)
128 (33)
154
158
153
210

100 (31)
111 (35)
153
175
170
198

123 (26)
103 (29)
161
138
168
268

10

Westminster Presbyterian Church
Memorial Garden, summer 2017

11

In Memoriam

Rosemary Spindler………………...…..…..February 11, 2017
Emily Bateson.…………………….………………March 5, 2017
Evelyn Martindale……..……………………..….March 8, 2017
James Phares ……………………...................March 25, 2017
William Strough..…………………………………..April 3, 2017
Bernadine MacEwen……………………………..April 15, 2017
William Brideweser………………….….September 26, 2017
Ronald Allan.……………………….….…..November 26, 2017
Lee Davies….………………………..…..…..December 14, 2017
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Discipleship Committee
At Westminster, Discipleship offers opportunities for all our congregants to strengthen
their faith and communion within the church by participating in events and activities that
represent “Inward-Reach”, as a complement to Outreach programs.
Under the umbrella of Discipleship are the Children and Family Ministry and Youth
programs that are represented by their own reports from leaders Sheila Svoboda and Sean
Williams. Absent of an on-site Youth Coordinator on Discipleship, committee moderator
Ed Labbe bridged the communication gap with the Youth Vision and Admin teams by
attending their meetings and providing feedback.
While the aforementioned teams offer education for children, parents and youth,
individual adults are also provided with the opportunity for Christian education, primarily
led by Rae Leonard and Pastor Jon Hauerwas. In 2017, Sunday morning topics ranged
from the Ten Commandments to diverse current social issues back to a guided tour
through the Old Testament (so far!). During Lent, Pastor Jon offered a Sunday evening
study based on Adam Hamilton’s The Way: Walking in the Footsteps of Jesus, as well as
the 40 quotes for 40 days email series. Weekly, he offers the Wednesday Evotional series.
The Prayer Quilt Ministry, coordinated by Marian Wahl, continued to provide quilts for all
who need healing prayer. Quilts are hung in Wright-Herberich Hall and each knot is tied
with a prayer for health and joy.
Major events for the year kicked off in March with our first St. Patrick’s Day party with
delicious food provided by the Deacons and featuring a splendid Irish dance troupe.
During Lent, we sponsored Saturday morning yoga with an average of sixteen participants
over six weeks. In the summer, we hosted an Ice Cream Social featuring the way-cool
music of an African drummer. The Labor Day picnic (in conjunction with the Deacons)
returned to church grounds this year, thus increasing attendance. Lisa Bansen-Harp
served as a critical resource in organizing these events.
Not only will we hold the second St. Patrick’s Day party in 2018, but we will also host a
speaker on the topic of the opioid crisis in February. Returning after a year hiatus will be
the Eberts Lecture Series in June and Presbyterian Pandemonium, in conjunction with
Rally Day, in September. We will highlight many opportunities for engaging in fellowship,
service and mission at Westminster Presbyterian Church.
Ed Labbe, Moderator
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Youth Ministry
2017 was a busy and exciting year for the Youth Ministry at Westminster Presbyterian
Church!
In Sunday School the Youth studied and discussed a variety of topics, including
forgiveness, self-worth/image, relationships, being Presbyterian, the Sermon on the
Mount, serving others, worship, and more, all of which are a part of the six-year corecompetencies plan created in 2016. Average attendance was around three youth (from a
group of five regular participants) with an awesome team of four committed, talented, and
caring teachers (Pat Santelli, Kate Huisinga, Mike Grau, and Andi Jopperi) leading the
Youth every week.
In addition to class on Sunday morning, the Youth Ministry held numerous special events
throughout the year, including volunteering at Good Neighbors, a “balloon bonanza” and
Super Bowl sub fundraiser, an afternoon of laser tag, leading worship on Youth Sunday,
participation in the Hunger Walk, recognition of graduates and volunteers, a trip to the
New Wilmington Mission Conference, a fall hike and bonfire, and a Christmas party. Most
events had ten to fifteen youth plus a great group of adult volunteers helping with food,
games, transportation, communication, organization, and more!
Two particular teams of volunteers – the Vision Team (Kacey Yates Gable, Ed Labbe,
Natalie Labbe, Sharon Easterling, and Phil Keller) and the Admin Team (Kristin Jordan,
Scott Vollmer, Celeste Farmer, Gregory Works, and Earl Pierson) - worked throughout the
year to plan the calendar, evaluate events, recruit volunteers, coordinate logistics,
communicate plans, track/update paperwork, support volunteers, and more. The
Discipleship Committee, Pastor Jon, and the entire church staff were also a huge support
to the ministry.
And lots of exciting things are already planned and in the works for 2018, including snow
tubing at Brandywine, another Super Bowl sub fundraiser, serving at Haven of Rest, a
lock-in, a confirmation program, a day at Kalahari water park, and a summer mission trip!
Thanks to this church for all the support and resources to make all of this happen – it’s
making a difference in the lives of our youth and families, and it wouldn’t be possible
without the Westminster Presbyterian Church community!
Sean Williams
Youth Ministry Coordinator - Staff Consultant for Ministry Architects
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Outreach
Christmas in July
In 2015, the Outreach Committee began Westminster’s first ever summertime food
security ministry. Partnering with the Salvation Army which held a Block Party at the
Citadel for our neighbors in need, and spurred on by Session’s authorizing a dollar-fordollar matching grant from the Rowley Fund, funds were raised for a “Christmas in July”
giveaway of shelf-stable foods and fresh meats and produce to hundreds of families
expected to attend that July 25, 2015 event. Outreach repeated the food giveaway at the
Army’s Block Party in June of 2016.
Planning to continue that ministry in the summer of 2017, the funds previously raised but
unspent were held in reserve for the next Christmas in July. However the Salvation Army
changed its local mission focus, and that intention could not be realized. Because those
funds had been earmarked for food ministries, and since Westminster’s other food
programs could not absorb them in 2017, we needed another way to fulfill the purpose for
which they had been given by our congregation and to benefit the community of which we
are a part.
Westminster’s Session accepted the recommendation of the Outreach Committee and
Christmas in July team to donate the funds to the Salvation Army, with the sole restriction
that they be used to support one or more of its food ministries. Accordingly, in midDecember, we were pleased to present to Major Kevin Jackson a check for $5,508.93 as
our church’s donation to further the good work the Army does in our community.
Cindy Weiss

Our Giving Tree
Throughout Advent, Our Giving Tree stood in front of the pulpit, accepting our
congregation’s bright colored gifts of cold weather wear for children of our community
who would need their warmth this winter. These are the children of the homeless mothers
who are and will be sheltered by ACCESS, local provider of emergency shelter and
services. On Tuesday, January 16, the Outreach Committee presented ACCESS with
Westminster’s two hundred forty-three caring gifts, nearly doubling least year’s donations
– twenty-one scarves and mufflers, eighty-nine hats, seventy-one pairs of mittens, fortynine pairs of gloves, one headband and twelve pairs of socks - will mean so much to the
children who had none. The Outreach Committee thanks everyone who donated to this
heartwarming ministry.
Cindy Weiss
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Food for Life
On the first and third Saturday mornings of each month a group of six to ten members of
Westminster gather in the church kitchen to make sandwiches. We use twenty-four loaves
of bread, eleven pounds of sliced ham and two pounds of sliced cheese. The two hundred
twenty-four sandwiches are then delivered to St. Bernard’s Church and added to the
sandwiches made by some other churches in Akron for their weekly day lunch program for
the homeless of Akron. This service has been going on for so many years that no one
seems to know when it began but we know that it has been viable since the early 1970’s. It
is believed that it was begun by Lee Davies, a member of our congregation who recently
died. This is a program of Westminster’s Outreach Committee.
Ellen Daugherty

First Sunday Food Collection Program
The first Sunday of each month, the children of our church have an opportunity to perform
a service to help feed the homeless and less fortunate of Akron, Ohio. Watching the faces
of the children is a joy as they go through the congregation collecting either nonperishable
food or money to then be taken to the Goodyear Heights unit of Good Neighbors where
several members of our congregation volunteer every Friday afternoon. This is a time for
the children to do something tangible to help others and they are concentrating so hard in
their project of collecting the food. It is also a time for them to learn to help each other as
the older children often help a younger child with their grocery bag. They love to take
their loaded bag to the front of the church where the children receive information about
how important this is to help others and then receive a prayer. After the worship service
adults separate the food from the cash donated and repack the food for transport to Good
Neighbors during the week. In 2017, a total of $1,361.95 was collected and sent to the
Good Neighbors unit. This program is one of the programs of the Outreach Committee of
Westminster.
Ellen Daugherty
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Properties Committee
The responsibility of the Properties Committee is to oversee the building and grounds
(including the parking lot across the street). We work with the custodial staff to ensure
that everything receives proper maintenance, gets repaired or replaced and gets cleaned.
In 2017, there were significant changes in the custodial staff, which gave us and continues
to give us concern and much of our attention.
We meet monthly (in addition to email and calls) to handle things as they come up. Our
members are: Roger Nelson, Ellen Daugherty, Dave Stobbs, Brad Hall and Phil Fry. All
are exceptional and dedicated to ‘get things done’. We have representation on the
Memorial Garden Committee and the Safety, Security, Medical and Emergency Task
Force.
We open our facilities to the community. Rental contracts (including Certificates of
Liability Insurance) are kept up to date. In some cases, we have had to increase rent due
to our escalating utility bills. We have opened our Rockynol (Ohio Living) parking lot to
Countryside Market vendors and PorchRocker. We evaluate all building use requests, and
approve as appropriate.
Every year there are contracts that increase their rate, usually with little notice and after
our budget has been approved. 2017 was no exception—HVAC, trash collection and
property insurance.
We have already started looking at some long range planning projects for 2018—replacing
aging and failing smoke alarms (93) at a cost over $12,000 and replacing the flooring in
the Sanctuary for approximately $500,000. We want to assure you we are and will
continue to be good stewards of your money.
Thank you all for your support. Special thanks go to anonymous donors and existing
funds that make much of our work possible. Comments and questions are always
encouraged, appreciated and welcomed.
Ginny Melver, Moderator
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Memorial Garden
You may have noticed some changes in the Memorial Garden this past summer. The areas
designated for interments were enlarged and covered with mulch. Older shrubs were
replaced with new grasses and perennials, consistent with the original drawings. There
were two interments in the Memorial Garden this fall. A member of the original Task
Force Committee attending one of the committal services remarked that “the service was
just how I imagined.” The Memorial Garden Committee is pleased to offer this service to
our members.

Celtic Garden
The Celtic Garden has a very devoted group of sixteen gardeners that worked from the end
of March until the first of November. They worked every other Saturday from 9:30 am
planting plants, deadheading or pulling weeds. This year we had a very successful
perennial sale the first Saturday of May. Perennials were dug from the garden as well as
from the gardens of Celtic gardeners and friends. The monies from this sale were used for
new plants and gardening supplies.
The Spindler family gave the garden a lovely new bench this year. It replaced an old bench
on the south side of the garden. We hope you will stop and read the inscription engraved
on the bench.
The gardeners also take time to beautify other places around the church such as the patio
garden and the entrance to Wright-Herberich Hall. They also fill the containers in the
front of the church with seasonal arrangements and flowers.
We appreciate all the kind words from members and hope all take time to walk through
the garden and enjoy its beauty. Often while we are working neighbors stop to tell us how
much they enjoy and appreciate our hard work.
We always welcome new gardeners to join us.
Anna Marie Wilton
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Chancel Flowers
On Sunday mornings when Pastor Jon announces the donors of the Chancel flowers, have
you wondered, “how does this happen?”
Westminster has seven flower arrangers who make this happen. They either cut from the
Celtic Garden or buy from a flower wholesaler mid week and put them in the flower
refrigerator. Later in the week they come and arrange them and on Sunday morning place
them in the Chancel. After church the donor may have the flowers. Donors are called each
year to see if they wish to donate flowers again. There are always some Sundays available.
A call to the church office can tell you whom to call. The arrangers also provide flowers for
Third Sunday Dinners, Memorial Services and do the arranging on Palm Sunday, Easter
and Christmas. The Westminster Arrangers are: Kyra Bosnik, Kris Keller, Sook Lee, Inky
Malone, Raphael Peoples, Kristy Yates and Anna Marie Wilton.
Anna Marie Wilton

The Prayer Quilt Ministry
The Prayer Quilt Ministry has given away seven quilts this year, five adults and two baby
quilts. We were happy to honor - Claire and Doug Grant, Marilyn Labbe, Mary Johnson,
Cindy Weiss, and Edie Willoughby. We also celebrated the births of William Miles Gray
and Larkin Augustine Hughes (granddaughter of Stacy Franzmann). We have about
fifteen people on our list that I contact each month. Some come to help put together
quilts, some cut squares, and some sew quilts together. We would like to know about
people you think would like to have a quilt. We will contact them, pick out a quilt and
start the process. We invite anyone, male or female, to come to our "creation" meeting on
the third Tuesday of each month. We have a great time CREATING!!!!
Marian Wahl

Bereavement Committee
The Bereavement Committee continues to serve the church by providing a reception for
the family after a memorial service. We always serve coffee, tea, punch and cookies. We
can also add any luncheon items you might want. This year we were honored to provide a
service for Nicholas Rusanowsky, Rosemary Spindler, Evelyn Martindale, Amanda
Lawhon, George Schumacher, Bill Brideweser, and Ron Allan. We are on call at the
church to provide whatever you need during this difficult time. Reverend Hauerwas will
put us in contact with you. Please feel free to ask us for anything you might feel
appropriate for your loved one.
Marian Wahl
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Membership Committee
The newly re-formed membership committee consisting of Michael Dunbar, Shirley
Werner, Sandra Gruneich (Deacon), James Gray (Moderator) and Reverend Jon
Hauerwas, chose a new church pictorial directory as our first task. Westminster
Presbyterian Church has not had a pictorial directory since 2007. We utilized Universal
Life Directories to take our members photographs, and construct the directory. We had
additional assistance from Michael Dunbar, photographing our choirs and children’s
programs. As of this writing, the final draft of the directory is being submitted to the
publisher. We should have our new directories in hand by April. We as a committee we
look forward to all of you enjoying this collective “snapshot” of life at Westminster
Presbyterian Church in 2017–2018! The Membership Committee’s goals for 2018 are an
update to the website, a church history project and arranging tours of rarely seen parts of
the church.
James Gray, Moderator

Music Director/Organist Search Committee
A Music Director/Organist Search Committee was approved by Session. The committee is
comprised of Chris Blaha, Stacy Franzmann (Moderator), Laurel Labbe (Secretary),
Jacquie Mabry and Jon Hauerwas who will serve on the committee as a staff liaison. It is
our purpose to find a replacement for Jim Mismas and then make our recommendations
to the Session.
Jim Mismas has served us well with his extraordinary talents and gifts as a musician.
Weekly Jim has added another level to the spiritual life of our community of faith. The
committee realizes we have some pretty big shoes to fill and will work to find an
organist/director that will fit the needs of our congregation. Your committee is already at
work. We have met to discuss the qualities we feel a candidate should possess and how we
should proceed. We have talked about a proposed time frame as to provide for a smooth
transition upon Jim’s retirement. Our gathering of information has begun so we can
prepare a formal job description addressing both the worship service obligations and the
Five at Five Concert series. We will work with Personnel and Finance on a benefits
package including salary. How we publicize and solicit potential candidates is being
addressed and there are many options available to us. We feel confident that we will find
the right candidate to fill the position in our community of faith.
Stacy Franzmann, Moderator
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Westminster Presbyterian Women
Presbyterian Women of Westminster Presbyterian Church had a busy year.
We had three gatherings. At each of these events we collected a good-will offering of
money and/or items for the mission.
1. April 2, 2017 we went to Weathervane Playhouse to see “Jesus Christ Superstar”.
After, we went out to eat at Papa Joe’s. Mission was for Infinite Legacy Project.
2. October 21, 2017 we hosted a Game Day for All Ages in Wright-Herberich Hall.
Lunch was provided. Mission was for WYDACA.
3. December 2, 2017 we had lunch in Wright-Herberich Hall, fellowship and sharing
Christmas stories. Mission was for Rockynol (Ohio Living) Life Care.
We have three bible study circles that meet monthly, September through May:
1. Discussion Circle, first Tuesday at 10 am
2. Metanoia Circle, fourth Thursday at 1 pm
3. Evening Circle, third Monday at 7 pm
Westminster Presbyterian Women support Sewing Group as a mission project. They make
protective garments for adults at Rockynol (Ohio Living) and baby bibs for needy moms.
We actively participated in the Spring Bazaar at Rockynol (Ohio Living) on April 7, raising
money for Rockynol (Ohio Living) projects.
In June, we celebrate Rockynol (Ohio Living) birthdays with small gifts.
In December, we bake over twenty dozen cookies for Rockynol (Ohio Living) residents.
Childcare is always available at the church during gatherings and Circle meetings.
Thanks to the very generous donations to our Annual Fund Drive, Thank Offering and
Birthday Offering, we have been able to support many missions, including Eastminster
Presbyterian Women, missionaries, and local and community programs.
Finances:
Total Receipts
Disbursements

$5,450.00
$6,965.00

Ginny Melver, Moderator
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Board of Deacons
To fulfill the deacon’s mission of nurturing fellowship, the deacons were responsible for
three church-wide events. A St. Patrick’s Day party (planned/sponsored by Discipleship
Committee), a Memorial Day picnic, and a Labor Day picnic were held in WrightHerberich Hall. For each of the three events, meals for approximately one hundred ten
people were created under the leadership of Raphael Peoples along with twelve deacons
assisting with cooking, decorating, serving, and cleaning up. A new emphasis this year
was placed on taking leftovers from these meals to Haven of Rest and Safe Landing and in
one instance, thirteen containers of food were taken to Haven of Rest.
Another fellowship activity is the monthly Birthday Sunday cakes coordinated by Marian
Wahl and delivered to the church by Phil Fry. Church members sponsor the cakes that
serve around seventy-five people after church on the first Sunday of the month. In 2015,
deacons began helping with another after-church activity coinciding with the holidays of
Valentines, Easter, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, and Youth cookie baking where special
treats are served, sometimes prepared by Sunday School children.
To fulfill our mission of extending hospitality, deacons serve as ushers who play an
important role in welcoming visitors with a small welcome bag which contains
information about the church. Sandy Gruneich took charge of setting up a mentoring
relationship between a veteran church member and a new member. Second, the ushers
were excellent facilitators for a new Tween involvement in the church where typically five
or six of the 4th-6th graders were able to serve as both ushers and enthusiastic greeters on
the first Sunday of every month. Deacons also support worship by serving as Communion
servers. Polly Davis, along with Kristy Yates from Worship Committee, coordinated the
Hanging of the Greens with many deacons pitching in.
To help minister those in need, Jamie Willis and her team have sent out monthly greeting
cards to twenty-one homebound members and forty cards to those who experienced loss
or illness. The Bereavement Committee headed by Marian Wahl assisted with seven
memorial/funeral services this year. Marian and Phil Fry also served on a Funeral Policy
Committee where a booklet was written to guide the funeral process.
Margo Works, Moderator

2017 Board of Deacons
Lynn D’Avello
Polly Davis
Stacy Franzmann
Phil Fry

Sandy Gruneich
RaeAnn Hall
Becky Harlow
Walter Hayes
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Pat Schumacher
Susan Shellito
Marian Wahl
Jamie Willis
Margo Works

The Finance Committee Report – 2017
For the first time since 2011, Westminster finished the fiscal year with a surplus.
Revenues in excess of expenses provided a surplus in the amount of $36,646. This is the
result of increased contributions, endowment trust distributions, including the new
Rowley Designated Endowment Fund, and increased interest and dividends combined
with conscientious fiscal management on behalf of our Committee Moderators.
Here are the highlights:
Revenues:
 Actual contributions received exceeded the amount budgeted by $27,939
 The Endowment Trust distributed an additional $11,000 from Telford Endowment
Fund due to a non-recurring special dividend.
 Distributions from Rowley Designated Endowment totaled $21,158 for 2017 which
is the first year of the Designated Endowment Fund.
 No investments were liquidated in 2017 to fund the operating budget resulting in
extra interest and dividend earnings available for operations.
Expenses:
 Office and Admin expenses were under budget by $9,195. A new copier lease and
computer purchases in 2017 saved $4,500 in annual operating expense.
 The Discipleship Committee spent $6,433 less than budgeted in 2017. Major
savings were seen in a youth mission trip. The cost of the trip was totally covered
by the proceeds from their sub sandwich sale - $3,600 is budgeted annually for this
event.
 The Salvation Army discontinued the Christmas in July event reducing income and
expenses for the Outreach Committee by $6,000. The Food for Life program and
Third Sunday Dinners ended the year under budget.
 Personnel Expenses for the year were $11,026 under budget due to reduced and/or
volunteer staffing as well as reduced overtime costs. Personnel costs include the
Police Traffic Services, outside cleaning services and various personnel related
expenses.
 A mild winter in 2017 produced savings in the amount of $6,809 in utility costs.
General properties maintenance expenses were $4,500 under budget.
 The Deacons reported savings in Fellowship (Coffee/Kitchen) supplies by $1,000
for 2017.
 Overall – actual expenses were $46,108 less than the anticipated budgeted
amounts.

Many thanks to our generous donors and fiscally responsible leaders
for making 2017 a financial success.
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The Finance Committee Members
Todd Willis, 2017 Moderator
Jeff Bornstine
Ralph Davis, Endowment Trust

Marcia Holcomb, Assistant Treasurer
Shelley Koutnik, Treasurer
Alec Works

The Finance Office relies on volunteers to count the collection every Monday morning and
to assist with thank you letters, memorial acknowledgements, attendance tracking,
preparing invoices and various other office tasks. Thanks to our Monday Morning Counters,
Bob Leonard, Chuck Lebold, Marc Messaros and Don Rearick and to our Office Volunteers,
Ellen Daugherty and Kyra Bosnik.

A Word about the Rowley Gift
In early 2014, Westminster Presbyterian Church received a very generous, unrestricted gift
from two Trusts established by W.A. Rowley. The total of the trusts was approximately
$2,280,700. During 2014 and 2015, $60,732 was expended on various one-time projects
such as Ministry Architects, Christmas in July and Pastoral Search expenses. In 2015 and
2016 a total of $70,340 was used to cover operations. No funds from the Rowley Fund were
expended in 2017. The balance of the Rowley Fund at December 31, 2017 was $1,405,572.
The Rowley Funds are invested to meet the projected needs of the church as determined by
Session in 2016. The schedule of short-term and long-term needs is shown below:
Total Funds

Short-term
Less than 5
years

Mid-term
5 to 10 years

Long-term
More than
10 years

Operating Expenses

$750,000

$500,000

$250,000

$0

New Church Life Projects

$250,000

$250,000

$0

$0

Designated Capital Funds

$320,000

$150,000

$170,000

$0

Designated Endowment
Fund

$680,000

$0

$0

$680,000

$2,000,000

$900,000

$420,000

$680,000

Total
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1,878,284.02

Total Liabilities, Fund Principal, & Restricted Funds

1,759,298.11

52,569.47
131,457.62
143,092.45
26,606.86
1,405,571.11

1,759,298.11

99,311.86
1,611,168.21
48,818.04

12/31/16

Unaudited Statements for Internal Management Use Only

to create the Rowley Designated Endowment Fund

** During 2016, $680,000 of the Rowley Gift Fund was transferred to the Endowment Fund

167,947.68
141,196.92
129,206.21
34,361.50
1,405,571.71

1,878,284.02

Total Assets

Liabilities, Fund Principal, & Restricted Funds
Unrestricted
Excess Cash
FundsReceived
Designated Funds
Temporarily Restricted Funds
Restricted
Total Temporarily
EndowmentRestricted
Distributions
Rowley
Total
Gift
Permanently
Fund ** Restricted

98,207.50
1,732,187.18
47,889.34

Assets
Checking Account
Investment Accounts **
Mortgage Receivable

12/31/17

Comparison at December 31, 2017, 2016 and 2015

Balance Sheet Analysis

Westminster Presbyterian Church

2,469,607.46

44,779.40
113,041.29
101,314.35
23,192.88
2,187,279.54

2,469,607.46

62,815.59
2,357,081.48
49,710.39

12/31/15

Westminster Presbyterian Church
Balance Sheet Analysis

Westminster Presbyterian Church
2017 Actual Revenues and Expenses
Comparison of the years ending December 31, 2017, 2016 and 2015

2017 Actual

2016 Actual

2015 Actual

Revenues:
Contributions
Endowment Distributions
Interest and Dividend Income
Discipleship Ministry
Office and Administration Income
Outreach Ministry
Personnel Committee
Properties/Building Use
Worship Committee
Deacons Programs & Ministry
Total Income

421,304.19
74,019.43
21,981.88
2,546.84
2,307.41
15,345.85
21,116.06
43,640.99
11,109.25
3,163.33
616,535.23

381,025.45
67,925.14
33,005.46
4,745.83
2,147.50
21,747.05
20,013.77
17,822.00
6,563.90
2,400.62
557,396.72

370,054.08
66,692.16
66,403.69
1,859.06
266.51
27,734.47
38,983.54
15,866.00
8,615.28
4,464.55
600,939.34

Expenses:
Investment Expenses
Discipleship Ministry
Office and Administration Expenses
Outreach Ministry
Personnel Expenses
Properties/Utilities and Maintenance
Worship Committee
Deacons Programs & Ministry
Total Expenses

6.75
5,966.59
43,025.80
33,627.03
384,967.62
92,608.23
15,683.51
4,003.39
579,888.92

12,891.55
11,089.82
44,550.33
40,676.01
375,533.89
97,621.03
8,817.20
3,869.71
595,049.54

15,797.31
7,492.59
41,422.98
51,724.21
397,683.53
100,905.26
11,827.54
6,773.66
633,627.08

Surplus at December 31, 2017

36,646.31

Rowley Gift used to support operations - 2016

37,652.82

Rowley Gift used to support operations - 2015

32,687.74

Please contact the Finance Office if you would like a copy of the detailed financial report for 2017

Unaudited Statements for Internal Management Use Only

26

The Operating Budget for 2018
On February 27, 2018 Session approved the 2018 Operating Budget. Total expenses in the
amount of $655,067 are anticipated. Revenues are estimated to be $601,266 and a
projected budget deficit in the amount of $53,801 will be funded with principal from the
Rowley Gift Fund.
Most committees requested modest budget changes for 2018:

Office and Administration
- Online charges for electronic giving and accounting software have increased.
- New graphic design software and PDF Conversion software will save the office
staff time in preparing the Script, weekly bulletins and flyers.

Discipleship
- Expenses for Godly Play training, student support services and various activities
were reduced to reflect actual costs more accurately.

Outreach
- Christmas in July was removed from the Outreach budget due to its elimination
by the Salvation Army.
- An allowance to begin a new project is still in the Outreach budget.

Properties
- An increase in electric utility costs is expected based on current trends.
- Maintenance Contracts for equipment and services is also increasing.

Worship
- Pulpit Supply and Substitute Organist costs were adjusted.

Deacons
- Additional savings in fellowship supply costs are expected.
- The Deacons budget is supplemented with contributions from free will offerings
during church meals and coffee hour.
Personnel related expenses will experience the largest increase in 2018. Modest wage
increases are planned for select members of staff, many who have not received a wage
increase for several years. Contracted services such as weekly police and cleaning services
have also increased. Health benefit costs increase annually.
After numerous changes with custodial employees and outside cleaning services during
the last year, the Personnel and Properties Committees found themselves with an
opportunity to redesign the custodial staffing at Westminster. New job descriptions were
written to fulfill all of the custodial needs of our facility, members and others using our
building. In some cases a higher skill level is now required for these positions. Personnel
and Session have estimated the costs related to the new staffing. It is hoped that the
higher skill level may reduce the use of outside services for minor repair items.
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The Music Director/Organist Search Committee (MDOSC) is also faced with a unique
personnel related challenge and opportunity. After 23 years of service our beloved
Director of Music, James Mismas, is retiring this year, and the search is on for his
successor. With Jim’s assistance, the job description has been reviewed and updated.
Budgeted personnel costs related to Jim’s retirement and the transition to new music
department employees were projected by the search committee, Personnel Committee and
Session.
Please contact the Finance Office if you would like a copy of the
detailed financial report for 2017 and 2018 budget

Stewardship
The 2018 Annual Stewardship Campaign was the responsibility of the Stewardship Team
which is a sub-committee of Finance. The goal of the Stewardship Team was a Balanced
Budget for 2018. Visual Handouts were used to present the belt tightening that has already
occurred, the number of people served by the programs and ministries offered and the many
ways Westminster touches the lives of its members and many in our community. The goal
for 2018 was $456,334. One hundred ten members and friends pledged $334,485 towards
2018 operations. Thank you for your generous gifts which support Westminster and its
ministries.
The Stewardship Team
Neal Enrick
Jon Hauerwas, Pastor

David Grau
Shelley Koutnik, Treasurer
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Westminster Presbyterian Church
2018 Budgeted Revenues and Expenses
Comparison of 2018 and 2017 Operating Budgets

2018 Budget

2017 Budget

Revenues:
Contributions
Endowment Distributions
Interest and Dividend Income
Discipleship Ministry
Office and Administration Income
Outreach Ministry
Personnel Committee
Properties/Building Use
Worship Committee
Deacons Programs & Ministry
Total Income

421,885.00
62,300.00
23,901.00
4,000.00
2,350.00
15,300.00
17,875.00
44,600.00
6,950.00
2,105.00
601,266.00

395,365.00
79,000.00
13,939.00
4,600.00
350.00
21,300.00
20,000.00
19,450.00
6,750.00
2,105.00
562,859.00

Expenses:
Investment Expenses
Discipleship Ministry
Office and Administration Expenses
Outreach Ministry
Personnel Expenses
Properties/Utilities and Maintenance
Worship Committee
Deacons Programs & Ministry
Total Expenses

0.00
10,900.00
53,120.00
36,750.00
430,697.00
106,250.00
12,825.00
4,525.00
655,067.00

0.00
12,400.00
52,153.00
42,750.00
395,994.00
105,250.00
12,575.00
4,875.00
625,997.00

Rowley Gift Principal to support operations - 2018

(53,801.00)

Rowley Gift Principal to support operations - 2017

(63,138.00)

Please contact the Finance Office if you would like a copy of a detailed financial report for 2017 or 2018
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2017 Report of the Westminster Endowment Trust
The Westminster Endowment Trust receives contributions for the support in perpetuity of
Westminster Presbyterian Church (WPC). These funds are invested and the investment
income is used to support programs of our church. The Endowment Trust, except for the
Telford Fund, is centralized in one master account to simplify accounting and to enable each
of the named funds to earn the same rate of return. Each named fund represents a
percentage of the total account and is allocated investment income based upon that
percentage.
The market value of the Endowment Trust was $4,183,566 at the end of 2017. This includes
capital gains and losses, dividends, interest, transfers and contributions and is net of
distributions to WPC. The Endowment Trust provided $118,128 of support to WPC
operations in 2017.
The Westminster Endowment Trust holds both unrestricted and donor restricted funds.
The Unrestricted Funds, used to support WPC operations, are:
The Westminster Endowment Fund, which includes the Westminster Fund,
C. Smith and Frances H. Bateson Endowment Fund, Lois Randall
Goldthorpe Memorial Fund, Reinherr Fund and Rowley Designated
Endowment Fund.
The William B. and Delphine C. Telford Endowment Fund
The Donor Restricted Funds, used to support specific projects and programming, are:
Joyce Wortman Barnett for the physical maintenance of WPC
Brideweser Music Endowment Fund for the enrichment of musical programming
The Mary S. and David C. Corbin Endowment Trust Fund for special projects
as selected by Session
Doris S. Corns Endowment for organ maintenance
Leone & Franklyn Dickinson Fund budgeted for the upkeep of church property
Harry W. Eberts, Jr. Endowment Fund for Teaching and Preaching for
expenses of and stipends for guest preachers and speakers
Margaret Enyart Endowment Fund to further the music enrichment program at
WPC
John R. and Neva I. Humphreys Endowment Trust budgeted for WPC
operations
Russell & Vivienne Johnstone Endowment to support organizations dedicated
to serving the needs of Akron area poor
The Vivienne Johnstone Endowment For Habitat For Humanity to support
the Summit County affiliate
Kaye Lebold Memorial to be used at worship committee discretion
The Thomas Reef Flower for chancel flowers in memory of Thomas H. Reef
The Schooley Fund to Support The Bell Choir for support of the Westminster
Bell Choir
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The James Henry Seiberling Endowment for Music for enrichment of musical
programming
Blanche Shaw Flower Garden to buy plantings for the Celtic Garden
Phyllis Spaethe Scholarship for need-based undergraduate scholarships for WPC
members
World Hunger Endowment Fund Established by James and Rosemary
Spindler to support organizations dedicated to reducing world hunger
The Robert W. & Anita L. Young Endowment Fund for youth programming
We encourage members and friends of Westminster Presbyterian Church to contribute to
the future of our church by donating to the Westminster Endowment Trust. The
Endowment welcomes gifts of cash, real estate, insurance policies, bonds, stocks, and other
forms of securities. If you have any questions or would like additional information, please
contact an Endowment Trustee.

2017 Financial Report of the Westminster Endowment Trust
Net Portfolio Value:

December 31, 2016
Net gain (loss) in 2017
December 31, 2017

$3,800,068
$ 383,498
$4,183,566

Basis for Contributions:

December 31, 2016
2017 Contributions
December 31, 2017

$2,574,783
$
7,235
$2,582,018

Distribution to Westminster Presbyterian Church in:
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017

$ 79,033
$ 84,806
$ 87,842
$ 89,151
$ 118,128

2017 Endowment Trustees
Bill Bramley Ralph Davis Ben Hoffman
Tom Koutnik Rae Leonard Art Schooley Jerry Young
The Westminster Presbyterian Church Endowment Trustees gratefully thank Rae Leonard
for her three years of service which ended as of the end of 2017.
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2017 Contributors to the Endowment Trust
James & Sally Alkire Julia & Bruce Bain Jo Anne Barnes
James W. Barnett Cynthia Bishop Kyra & Douglas Bosnik
Margie Brideweser Harriet D. Chapman Jean Colley
C. M. & M. Deloe Jack & Jill DeWitt Thomas & Judith DiNardo
Frank & Eileen Field Polly Fisher Stacy & Jim Franzmann
Mark & Marguerite Frey David A. Gardner/Nickles Bakery
Germaine & Jim Gerber Steven & Laura Getch
The Patricia & J. Harvey Graves Family Foundation
Sue & Joe Henninger Nancy & John Heslop Marcia & John Holcomb
Gregg & Betty Howorth Eleanor Humphrey Ray & Sherrie Kimberly
Shelley & Tom Koutnik George & Kitty Kuzmishin Mrs. MaryAnn Jackson
Peter & Dorothy Lepp Lincoln Family Trust Richard & Gerry Lumenello
Scott & Linda Lyons Bain & Inky Malone Men’s Club of WPC
Kevin Minger & Kandy Banahan Roger & Martha Nelson
Rebecca & Loren Pool Jean S. Reichs Judy Samuelson
Barbara Schenck Jean & Art Schooley Dr. Nalorn Sengamphan
Tom Sengamphan Barbara & James Shriner Mary & Anthony Slee
Harry Spindler Jolie & Douglas Spindler Shelly & Mark Sponseller
Charlotte Staiger Genevieve Staiger Nancy & David Stainback
Tusky Valley Intermediate c/o Debbie & David Prochaska
Mrs. Howard C. Walker, Jr. Mrs. George T. Parry Marion & Sharon Stewart
Gloria D. Wathen Mary Webb Shirley Werner
WPC Handbell Choir Gerald Young Carole Zachardy
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Addendum
WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Akron, Ohio
Minutes of Congregational and Corporation Meeting
Sunday, March 12, 2017
The Congregational and Corporate Meeting of Westminster Presbyterian Church was
called to order by Moderator the Reverend Jonathan Hauerwas at 11:30 a.m. in the
Sanctuary, immediately following the morning worship service.
Also present: The Reverend Jonathan Hauerwas, Pastor and Moderator; Alec Works,
Clerk of Session
Pastor Hauerwas opened the meeting with prayer. He invited Alec Works, Clerk of
Session, to come forward. Alec declared that a quorum was present. [Current
membership as of January 31, 2017 is 407. Per our Manual of Operations, a quorum is
10%, or 41 members. Alec counted approximately 75 members present.]
Pastor Hauerwas explained that each committee was asked to write a report of activities
from the previous year. These reports were included in the 2016 Annual Report which was
distributed in paper form to members present. [An electronic copy had been emailed
earlier.]
Pastor Hauerwas then invited Shelley Koutnik, church Treasurer, and Todd Willis,
Moderator of the Finance Committee, to come forward. Shelley presented the Treasurer’s
Report. There were no questions from the congregation. A motion was made and
seconded to receive the Treasurer’s Report. With no further discussion, Motion
prevailed [2017-C-01] to receive the 2016 Treasurer’s Report.
Shelley then presented the 2017 budget. A summary had been distributed to the
congregation. Shelley noted that a detailed copy would be provided later if requested. It
was explained that the Finance Committee had recently presented the 2017 budget to
Session, which then approved the budget for the current year. A brief discussion included
Pastor Hauerwas and Kyle Vuchak, Moderator of the Personnel Committee, reporting that
staff evaluations were in progress. A motion was made and seconded to receive the 2017
budget. With no further discussion, Motion [2017-C-02] prevailed to receive the
2017 Budget.
Pastor Hauerwas then excused himself. Kyle Vuchak, acting as Moderator, then explained
the Pastor’s 2017 Terms of Call. These had previously been approved by the Personnel
Committee and Session. After a brief discussion, a motion was made and seconded to
approve the 2017 Terms of Call. With no further discussion, Motion prevailed [2017C-03] to approve the Pastor’s 2017 Terms of Call. Clerk Alec Works then invited
Pastor Hauerwas to return and resume as Moderator.
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Pastor Hauerwas asked if there was any new business. After a brief discussion regarding
the posting of committee meeting minutes on the Church’s web page, Pastor Hauerwas
called for a motion to adjourn. A motion was so made and seconded. With no further
discussion, Motion prevailed [2017-C-04] to adjourn the meeting. The meeting
was adjourned with prayer by Pastor Hauerwas at 11:57 a.m.
Respectfully submitted,
____________________
Alec Works, Clerk of Session

_________________________________
The Reverend Jonathan Hauerwas, Moderator
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WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Akron, Ohio
Minutes of Congregational and Corporation Meeting
Sunday, June 25, 2017
The Congregational and Corporate Meeting of Westminster Presbyterian Church was
called to order by Moderator the Reverend Jonathan Hauerwas at approximately 11:15
a.m. in the Sanctuary, immediately following the morning worship service.
Also present: The Reverend Jonathan Hauerwas, Pastor and Moderator; Alec Works,
Clerk of Session
Pastor Hauerwas opened the meeting with prayer. The Clerk confirmed that a quorum
was present. [The Clerk counted at least 50 members in attendance; 41 are required for a
forum.]
Harriett Chapman, Moderator of the Nominating Committee, gave a progress report. She
then presented the following slate of new officers to fill unexpired terms:
 Elder (to complete Class of 2017 term; term expires at end of 2017)
o Michael Dunbar
 Deacon (to complete Class of 2017 term; term expires at end of 2017)
o Stacy Franzmann
There were no other nominations from the floor. A motion was made and seconded to
elect these individuals to serve as elder and deacon, by unanimous ballot. There being no
further discussion, the following motion was approved with no dissenting votes:
MOTION (2017-C-05) prevailed: To approve the slate of officers as presented.
Pastor Hauerwas then called for a motion to adjourn. A motion was so made and
seconded. With no further discussion, Motion (2017-C-06) prevailed to adjourn the
meeting. The meeting was adjourned with prayer by Pastor Hauerwas at approximately
11:30 a.m.
Respectfully submitted,
____________________
Alec Works, Clerk of Session

_________________________________
The Reverend Jonathan Hauerwas, Moderator
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WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Akron, Ohio
Minutes of Congregational and Corporation Meeting
Sunday, August 27, 2017
The Congregational and Corporate Meeting of Westminster Presbyterian Church was
called to order by Moderator the Reverend Jonathan Hauerwas at approximately 11:20
a.m. in the Sanctuary, immediately following the closing hymn for the 10:30 a.m. morning
worship service.
Also present: The Reverend Jonathan Hauerwas, Pastor and Moderator; Alec Works,
Clerk of Session
Pastor Hauerwas opened the meeting with prayer. The Clerk confirmed that a quorum
was present. [The Clerk counted at least 45-50 members in attendance; 41 are required
for a quorum.]
Phil Fry, representing the Nominating Committee, presented the following slate of new
officers to fill unexpired terms:
 Elder (to complete Class of 2017 term; term expires at end of 2017)
o Roger Nelson
 Deacon (to complete Class of 2018 term; term expires at end of 2018)
o Patricia Schumacher
There were no other nominations from the floor. A motion was made and seconded to
elect these individuals to serve as elder and deacon, by unanimous ballot. There being no
further discussion, the following motion was approved with no dissenting votes:
MOTION (2017-C-07) prevailed: To approve the slate of officers as presented.
Pastor Hauerwas then called for a motion to adjourn. A motion was so made and
seconded. With no further discussion, Motion (2017-C-08) prevailed to adjourn the
meeting. The meeting was adjourned with prayer by Pastor Hauerwas at approximately
11:27 a.m.
[Clerk’s note: The Congregational Meeting was immediately followed by a Service for
Ordination and Installation of Elders and Deacons, for the two officers just elected and the
two elected during the June 25, 2017 meeting – the other two are Michael Dunbar, Elder,
and Stacy Franzmann, Deacon. This Service was followed by the Charge and Benediction
to conclude the worship service.]
Respectfully submitted,
____________________
Alec Works, Clerk of Session

_________________________________
The Reverend Jonathan Hauerwas, Moderator
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WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Akron, Ohio
Minutes of Congregational and Corporation Meeting
Sunday, November 12, 2017
The Congregational and Corporate Meeting of Westminster Presbyterian Church was
called to order by Moderator the Reverend Jonathan Hauerwas at approximately 11:25
a.m. in the Sanctuary, immediately following the closing hymn for the 10:30 a.m. morning
worship service.
Also present: The Reverend Jonathan Hauerwas, Pastor and Moderator; Alec Works,
Clerk of Session
Pastor Hauerwas opened the meeting with prayer. The Clerk confirmed that a quorum
was present. [The Clerk counted at least 60-65 members in attendance; 41 are required
for a quorum.]
Phil Fry, representing the Nominating Committee, presented the following slate of
nominees to fill new terms beginning January 1, 2018:
 Elder (3 year term, 2018 – 2020, limit of 2 terms)
o Michael Dunbar (2nd term)
o Brad Hall (1st term)
o Shelley Koutnik (1st term)
o Todd Willis (2nd term)
 Deacon (2 year term, 2018 – 2019, limit of 2 terms)
o Sandra Gruneich (2nd term)
o Eric Jopperi (1st term)
o James Lee (1st Term)
o Susan Shellito (2nd term)
o Barbara Thackeray (1st term)
o Marian Wahl (2nd term)
o Margo Works (2nd term)
 Endowment Trustee (3 year term, 2018 – 2020)
o Bruce Bain (1st term)
o Jerry Young (3rd term)
 Nominating Committee (1 year term, 2018)
o Tracy McLean Ehrler (1st term)
o Stacy Franzmann (1st term)
o Kate Huisinga (1st term)
o Janet Mungo (1st term)
o Barb Shriner (3rd term)
There were no other nominations from the floor. A motion was made and seconded to
elect these individuals to serve in the positions indicated. There being no further
discussion, the following motion was approved with no dissenting votes:
MOTION (2017-C-09) prevailed: To approve the slate of officers as presented.
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Pastor Hauerwas then called for a motion to adjourn. A motion was so made and
seconded. With no further discussion, Motion (2017-C-10) prevailed to adjourn the
meeting. The meeting was adjourned with prayer by Pastor Hauerwas at approximately
11:32 a.m.
Respectfully submitted,
____________________
Alec Works, Clerk of Session

_________________________________
The Reverend Jonathan Hauerwas, Moderator
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