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Westminster Presbyterian Church
5:00 PM
December 24, 2017


At the ringing of the carillon, please silence your cell phones and conversations and prepare your hearts and minds for an encounter with the Living God. Bolded text is read or sung by all.  
*Please rise in body or spirit.




[bookmark: _GoBack]Voluntary 	 Christmas Fantasy                       arr. Joel Ranney	

Paragon Brass Quintet
Scott Johnston and Stephen Chapdelaine, trumpet
Lisa Fink, horn  Paul Ferguson, trombone  Christopher Blaha, tuba

Quartet and Shepherd’s Dance  from Amahl and the Night Visitors              	Gian-Carlo Menotti

Suzanne Woods, soprano   Bruce Stebner, tenor
Jamie Cordes, baritone   Christopher Aldrich, bass
Suzanne Winland, choreographer
Danced by members of Pointillism Jazz Consort:
Brian Rodabaugh and Veronica Shreffler-Moss

Prelude on Greensleeves                                       	Richard Purvis

*Call to Worship    		Cindy Weiss 
	O Immanuel,
	O wisdom from on high,
	O Lord of might,
	O Branch of Jesse’s stem,
	O key of David,
	O Bright and Morning Star,
	O King of nations,
	We rejoice and are glad, for truly you have come,
	full of grace and truth.
	Come into our hearts again.
	Show us the path of knowledge.
	Comfort us in our mourning.
	Save us from our sin.
	Open wide our way to heaven.
	Turn our darkness into light.
	End our sad divisions
	and be our King of Peace,
	so that every creature in heaven and on earth
	will join a chorus of praise,
	and shout with joy to you, our Lord. Amen. 

*Hymn 41 	O Come, All Ye Faithful     	ADESTE FIDELIS

Advent Candle Lighting    Isaiah 9:6                  Steve Harp, Lisa Bansen-Harp 	   and Sarah Harp
	For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, authority rests on his 	shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 	Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

	The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

	We light these candles as a sign of our waiting and hope for the 	coming of Christ.

Prayer of Confession           
	When we allow darkness to overcome the light,
	forgive us, Lord.
	When we reduce Christmas to plastic and tinsel,
	have mercy on us, Father.
	When hardness of heart keeps us from seeing and hearing and touching,
	let your grace consume us, O God.
	When the wars around us are of no concern,
	forgive us, Lord, and move us to compassion for those who 	suffer. 
	When our caring is not extended to action,
	move us to seek justice for our brothers and sisters. 
	We come to confess our sinfulness before you and before each 	other. Remove all barriers that divide us, and let there be no 	obstacle to our love for you and for one another. Amen.

Silence is observed.

Response 574    	Lord, Have Mercy	Kyrie
	Lord have mercy upon us. Christ have mercy upon us. 
	Lord have mercy upon us.

Assurance of Forgiveness

*Response 567   	Glory Be to the Father	Gloria Patri
	Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it 	was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Amen. 	Amen.

*Passing the Peace	
Greet both friends and strangers saying, The peace of Christ be with you.

Please sign the friendship pad and pass to those seated near you. If you are the last person to sign on that page, please tear it out and leave it on the pew for the ushers to pick up after the service.

Time for Church Life	

Offertory  	Christmas Day   	Gustav Holst  

Soloists: Debra Bordo, Joel Rhoads, Stacy Franzmann,
Ian McIntyre and Laurel Labbe

*Response 592	Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow	Doxology
	Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all 
	creatures here below; Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts; 
	Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Time for Young Disciples	

After the Time with Young Disciples, 3 through 6-year-olds are invited to the Nursery for age-appropriate activities. Grades K-8 will stay in worship with their families. Parents please bring your children to the Nursery in the education wing.

Prayer for Illumination

The First Lesson   Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 	Pew Bible, Old Testament Pg. 638

Solo   	Gesù Bambino 	         Pietro Yon
John Pickle, tenor

The Second Lesson   Luke 2:1-7 	Pew Bible, New Testament Pg. 58

*Hymn 44  	O Little Town of Bethlehem	ST. LOUIS 
	
The Third Lesson   Luke 2:8-14 	Pew Bible, New Testament Pg. 58

*Hymn 31  	Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 	MENDELSSOHN 

The Fourth Lesson    Luke 2:15-20            	Pew Bible, New Testament p. 58

	This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

*Hymn 53  	What Child Is This?   	   GREENSLEEVES

Sermon  	Prince of Peace	The Reverand Jon Hauerwas

*Affirmation of Faith
	Remembering the promise to reconcile the world, God joined 	our humanity in Jesus Christ - the eternal Word made flesh.  	He is the long-awaited Messiah, one with us and one with God, 	fully human and fully divine, conceived by the Holy Spirit and 	born of Mary. We rejoice in the goodness of God. As covenant 	partners, set free for joyful obedience, we offer our hearts and 	lives to do God’s work in the world. With tempered impatience, 	eager to see injustice ended, we expect the Day of the Lord. 
	We are confident that the light which shines in the present 	darkness will fill the earth when Christ appears. Come, Lord 	Jesus. Our world belongs to you.

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer
	Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.             	Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 	Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 	forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 	deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 	and the glory, forever. Amen.

Anthem  	O Holy Night    	 Adolphe Adam 
Soloist: Susan Wallin, soprano

*Lighting of the Congregational Candles

Please note that candles are not permitted in the balcony 
as per Akron’s fire code.

The congregation is invited to light their individual candles as you sing. 
To light your candle, dip it into the flame passed onto you. 
Hold your candle upright once it is lit, and let the next person
 dip their candle into your flame.
The last verse of Silent Night will be sung 
unaccompanied with all candles lit. 
	     
	Silent Night, Holy Night      	STILLE NACHT 

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright, Round yon virgin mother and child! Holy Infant, so tender and mild, Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight, Glories stream from heaven afar, Heavenly hosts sing: “Alleluia; Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.”

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light, Radiant beams from Thy holy face, With the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.

Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light; With the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King; Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.

Please extinguish your candles at the close of the hymn.
		
*Charge and Benediction

Funding for the Paragon Brass Quintet is provided by the 
Enyart Endowment for Music Enrichment.

Welcome to our worship this evening!

USHERS Dave Stobbs (head usher) Linda Stobbs, Bob Leonard, James and Sook Lee, Mike Hale and Cindy Beidler.

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS are available. Please ask an usher. 

HEARING ASSISTANCE DEVICES are available. Please ask an usher.

CHILDREN’S BIBLES AND ACTIVITY BOXES are available in the Narthex. Please ask an usher.
2017 Christmas Poinsettias 
Memorials and Gifts
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In Memory of our parents, Reverend Dr. Raymond and Barbara Bailey and Ralph and Alice Sebrell, from Bruce and Sandy Bailey.

In Honor of Bruce and Pookie Barnes, Mary Barnes and granddaughters Nikki, Brittany, Lauren and Lynn from Jo Barnes.

In Loving Memory of Bill Barnes and David Barnes from Jo Barnes.

In Loving Memory of William B. Brideweser, M.D.  from the Brideweser Family.

In Loving Memory of my father, Paul Campbell, from Tiffany Campbell.

In Memory of our parents, Alma and Howard Stewart and Mildred and Raymond Carpenter, from Mary and Neil Carpenter.

In Honor and Loving Memory of John D. and Mary S. Chapman, Laurance and Sylvia Chapman and J. Penfield and Harriet Seiberling from Harriet D. Chapman.

In Loving Memory of Harold C. Colley from Jean Colley and family.

In Memory of our parents, James and Emma Hodge and Harold and Rebecca Colley, from Jean Colley and family.

In Loving Memory of Jon Daugherty from Ellen Daugherty and family.

In Loving Memory of their daughter and sister, Jenny Doelling, from Allan and Carolyn Doelling.

In Loving Memory of Magdalene Sheridan from Michael Dunbar and Scott Sheridan.

In Memory of their parents, Frank L. Field, Sr., Virginia C. Field, Denis C. O’Leary and Eleanor W. O’Leary, from Frank and Eileen Field.

In Memory of Thomas W. Fisher, Jr. from his wife, Polly Fisher.

In Memory of my parents, Foster H. and Beverly J. Fry, from Phil Fry.

In Loving Memory of Deloris A. Gray, wife, mother and grandmother, and in Honor of our children and grandchildren: James, Mallory, Gabrielle, Samuel and William Gray; Daniel, Marissa, Jacob and Emily Gray; Joseph, Merideth, Caitlin and Joseph Gray; Nicholas, Sabrina and Thomas Gray from James D. Gray.

In Memory of Virginia and Doyle Greene and Bill and Ruth Bond from Sue and Wayne Greene.

In Memory of my parents, Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Sears, from Sandra Gruneich.

In Loving Memory of parents and family members from Becky Harlow.

In Memory of friends and acquaintances from Becky Harlow.

In Memory of Bob and Betty Johnson from Candy, Paul, Frankie and Sam Johnson.

In Memory of our parents, Mr. and Mrs. William Spaethe and Mr. and Mrs. E. Dwight Keller, from Phil and Kris Keller.

In Loving Memory of her husband, Jack, and her parents, Dr. and Mrs. Edward H. Jones, Jr., from Nancy Keogh.

In Loving Memory of Kaye Lebold from Charles Lebold and family.

In Memory of our parents, Ernest and Elsye Linder and Arvid and Lillian Johnson, from David and Le Linder.

In Memory of David given by the Bain Malone family.

In Loving Memory of Mildred Sweet, Frances Toth and Richard Sweet from Tracy McLean Ehrler.

In Loving Memory of our grandparents, Hanna, Melver, Tutt and Ward, from Catherine, Kevin and Zoe Melver.

In Memory of our parents, Grace and Robert Melver and Ann and Robert Tutt, from Ginny and Bill Melver.

[image: ]In Memory of Lois DeYoung, Russell DeYoung and Dolly DeYoung from Janet Mungo.

In Memory of Roger Nelson’s father, Hilding A. Nelson, M.D., (8/13/1892-12/24/1979) from Roger H. and Martha D. Nelson.

In Memory of Jarema and Maria Porchowsky, Frank and Dorothy Preebe, and Ernie Biegacki from Mark and Helen Preebe.

In Loving Memory of my parents, Paul and Mary (Buehl) Prinz and to Honor my mother’s 92nd birthday on Christmas Day, from their loving son, Timothy Prinz. 

In Memory of our family members that have passed from Tom, Stacy and Gus.

In Honor of our children, Douglas, Dwight, David, Monica and Nick, from The Reverend Moss and Debbie Rutan.

In Loving Memory of our parents from Arthur and Jean Schooley.

In Loving Memory of George, Mr. and Mrs. Ray Fortney, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Schumacher, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Sprinkle, Beatrice Hoeferle and Ron Gangle from Pat and Amanda Schumacher.

In Loving Memory of Ruth and Glenn Beckwith, Susan Beckwith, Elmer and Jessie Jackson and Delores and Leo Shaughnessy from Martha and Dan Shaughnessy.

In Loving Memory of John D. Thackeray given by Barbara Thackeray, Amy and Brian Ketler, Laurie and Dan Hayes and their children.

In Memory of our loving parents, Bob and June Porter and Eve Wagner, from Doug and Peggy Porter Wagner.

In Memory of parents Glenn and Ruth Clark, and husband, Whitey Wahl, from Marian Wahl.

In Memory of Robert J. “Bob” Werner from Shirley Werner and family.

In Memory of Woody Wilson by Martha Wilson and family.
COME - ENCOUNTER - GROW - SERVE

SINCE ADVENT BEGAN, Our Giving Tree has been ready to accept and display our colorful gifts of hats, mittens, gloves and scarves for children being sheltered by ACCESS, an Akron agency serving our area’s homeless women and their children, nearly 400 of them each year.

CHRISTMAS ENVELOPES are located in the pews for your special year-end gifts to Westminster Presbyterian Church.  Thank you for sharing your blessings.

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SCHEDULE Celebrate our traditional Lessons and Carols Service on Sunday, December 31 at 10:30 a.m. Child care available.

FAMILY ICE SKATING Join us, Sunday, January 7, 2018 at Lock 3, downtown Akron, for family skating. We will meet at 3:00 pm and skate till about 5:00 pm. Rental is $3 for skates or bring your own, skating is free. Cookies will be available for WPC members. 

CONFIRMATION CLASS begins on January 21. For more information or to sign-up, please contact Pastor Hauerwas at jhauerwas.wpc@gmail.com. 

PRAYER LIST Please continue to update Pastor Jon and the staff about prayer needs for our weekly prayer list that is usually emailed out on Monday. We will next update our prayer list on Wednesday, January 3, 2018 and send those out for prayer.  

YEAR-END GIFTS Just a reminder that your year-end gifts must be physically delivered to the Finance Office or postmarked on or before December 31, 2017 to be included on your 2017 giving statement.  The church offices are closed Friday, December 29 and Saturday, December 30. Contributions received during worship on Sunday, December 31 will be included on your 2017 giving statement. Thank you for your generous support of Westminster Presbyterian Church during 2017.
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Calendar of Church Building Events
December 24 – January 2, 2018
		
Sunday, 12/24: 
4:30 pm	Child Care Center opens
5:00 pm	Christmas Eve Candlelight Service (Sanctuary)

Monday, 12/25: Merry Christmas    Church office closed
			
Tuesday, 12/26: Church office closed 
	
Wednesday, 12/27: No activities planned

Thursday, 12/28:	
	8:00 am	Eye-Opener Bible Study (Room 106)	
	9:30 am	Staff meeting (Library)
			
Friday, 12/29: Church office closed
	

Saturday, 12/30: No activities planned
		 
Sunday, 12/31: 
9:30 am	Adult Education only (Room 106)
10:00 am	Child Care Center opens
10:30 am 	Worship/Lessons and Carols (Sanctuary)
11:30 am	Coffee and fellowship (WHH/Kitchen)

Monday, 1/1/18: Happy New Year    Church office closed
			
Tuesday, 1/2/18: Church office closed 





Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00 am–2:00 pm
· We do our best to answer your phone calls weekday mornings. 
· You may be directed to our automated answering service at other times. 
· We strive to provide access to the church building during office hours through our callbox in the rear of the church building. 
· Please call ahead and inquire about building access if you are coming after 2:00 pm. 

WEEKLY DEADLINE for information to be included in the Sunday Update and Sunday bulletin is Wednesday at noon.

FEBRUARY/MARCH 2018 SCRIPT The next Script will cover activities between January 29 – March 24, 2018. Please have all articles turned into the office by noon on Wednesday, January 14 by email to the church office. 

PASTOR JON HAUERWAS will be away on vacation from Wednesday, January 3 through Sunday, January 7, 2018. Please contact church office for pastoral needs at 330-836-2226.

WPC Staff:

The Reverend Jonathan S. Hauerwas, Pastor 	jhauerwas.wpc@gmail.com
	(cell phone 330-606-4551) (weekly office days: Monday - Thursday)
Sheila Svoboda, Dir. of Children and Family Ministry	wpcchildren1250@gmail.com 
	(weekly office days: Tuesday and Thursday)
James Mismas, Director of Music/Organist 	musicdirectorwpc@gmail.com 
Eileen Martinez, Staff Accountant	wpcfinance1250@gmail.com
	(weekly office days: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday)
Germaine Wilson, Director of Communication	                            gwilson1250@gmail.com
	(weekly office days: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday)
Sean Williams, Youth Ministry Administrator	wpcyouth1250@gmail.com
	(cell phone 717-271-1221) 
Zack Troyer, Director of Children’s Choir 	wpcchildrenschoir1250@gmail.com
  (cell phone 330-285-0213)
Ron Hazelett, Director of Tween/Youth and Adult Bell Choir 	wpcbellchoir@gmail.com
  (cell phone 330-701-7523 )
Kayla Elefritz, Childcare Director	kayla_elefritz@yahoo.com
  (cell phone 330-564-7580)
Becky Harlow, Sunday and Special Events Attendant        	(cell phone 941-779-3099)
  Westminster Presbyterian Church
1250 West Exchange Street, Akron, Ohio 44313
westminsterakron.com ~ 330-836-2226
westminsterakron@gmail.com
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