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FROM THE SHEPHERD’S HEART 

 

 

   J.I. Packer shares the story of “the 

open-air preacher” who gathered a 

crowd by putting his hat in the middle of 

the sidewalk and circling around it, 

pointing to it and shouting, “It’s alive!” 

When he picked up the hat, there was 

his Bible. The livingness of the Word of 

God was the preacher’s theme as he 

unfolded the gospel of Jesus Christ.” 1[1] 

   I like the story and love Packer’s 

speaking of the “livingness” of the Word 

of God. It makes perfect sense to me that 

the words of the living God are also 

alive. After all, I have given my life to 

allowing the Word of God come alive in 

me and though me for others. The 

quality of “livingness” reminds me of 

Hebrews 4:12 which explains, For the 

Word of God is living and active. 

Sharper than any double-edged sword, it 

penetrates even to dividing soul and 

spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the 

thoughts and attitudes of the heart.” 

   Then, too, the Apostle Paul exhorts the 

Colossian Christians with these words: 

Let the peace of Christ rule in your 

hearts…Let the word of Christ dwell in 

you richly as you teach and admonish 

one another with all wisdom, as you sing 

psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs with  

gratitude in your hearts to God. And 

whatever you do, whether in word or 

deed, do all in the name of the Lord 

Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 

through Him.” (Colossians 3: 15-17).  

   Packer suggests that we think of the 

Word of God as a Listening Post where 

we go to hear the voice of God: 

   “Listening posts have long been key 

items in spy stories, as perhaps they have 

been in the world of real espionage. 

They are places where the hero (or 

villain) can listen to the bug placed in the 

villain’s (or hero’s) hotel room to get a 

message on a private telephone that 

nobody knows about except himself. 

 “The key truth here is that our hearing 

of specific things God has to say at this 

moment begin with us overhearing what 

he said to others long ago—to Abraham 

and Moses for instance, by direct 

revelation, or to Israel via Moses, or to 

the Romans nor Corinthians, or 

Philippians via the Apostle Paul. In the 

Psalter, we overhear David and others at 

prayer, in the Gospels, we overhear 

Jesus talking to the disciples and to the 

Pharisees and to the woman at the well 

and to many others besides, in addition 

to overhearing his own prayers on a 

number of occasions.”1[2]  

                                                           
1[1] J.I. Packer, Truth and Power: the Place of 

Scripture in the Christian Life (Downers Grove: 

InterVarsity Press, 1996), Preface. 

 1[2] Packer, 156-157. 
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   Our Web Site Team has provided each 

of us the opportunity to do just this as 

we read the Bible together in one year. 

All we need do is go to our new web 

site and click on Congregational Life, 

then on Reading the Bible in 1 Year, to 

find our daily assignments. For those 

who do not have Internet, watch for the 

Scripture readings in the Bulletin and 

Newsletter. 

  My hope is that each of us will “Let the 

word of Christ dwell in us richly.” 

  

Dr.  Bob 

 

 

NOTICES 

   How about making one of your New 

Year's resolutions becoming a part of the 

Revelation Bible Study?! Usually we 

meet on first Sundays at 4:00 PM but 

this month we meet the 8
th
, same time, 

in Fellowship Hall. Even if you have not 

been a part of the study or have missed 

some, this is a good time to join the 

discussion. We will study Revelation, 

chapter 6 where interpretations often 

differ so it becomes most interesting. 

Hope to see you there. 

   The Women's Prayer Group meets 

after Sunday morning worship services 

each Sunday. 

   The Women’s Bible Study meets 

Friday, January 12 at 10 a.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                       
 

 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE 

   The choir is hoping to have more 

people join. Our director, Angelo 

Tolentino, is a joy to work with, and is  

very open to working with anyone who 

wishes to raise a voice in praise to the  

Lord. If you are interested in singing with  

the choir, just show up! If you need 

more information, please contact Angelo 

(angelo@musician.org or cell 409-256-

7729) or Crystal 

(crystalnicole@gmail.com or cell 409-

939-9619) 

BUDGET 

   The proposed 2012 church budget will 

be posted on the bulletin board in the 

kitchen for you to review after it is 

presented to Session at its January 8
th
 

meeting. 

 

CALENDAR 

Birthdays: 

7 Beth Shriner 

12 Terri Peterek 

22 Al Galli 

25 Maxine Alfei 

26 Beverly Richardson 

29 George Bruner 

31 Judy Beard 

Anniversaries: 

21 The Beards 

Greeters: 

8 Edwards 

15 Kays 

22 Shriners 

29 Joneses 
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