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FROM THE SHEPHERD‟S HEART 

 

   One of my favorite writers for many 

years now is Philip Yancey. You may 

have heard of him. Among his favorite 

books are: The Jesus I Never Knew, 

Reaching for the Invisible God, Soul 

Survivor, and What‟s So Amazing About 

Grace?  Outside of C.S. Lewis and J.R.R. 

Tolkien, few writers have captured my 

attention like Yancey. Billy Graham once 

wrote, “There is no writer in the 

evangelical world that I admire and 

appreciate more.”  

   Since my favorite writers become my 

friends, allow me to introduce you to 

Philip Yancey. In The Jesus I Never 

Knew, after reviewing the ministry of 

Jesus, especially to women and 

oppressed people, Yancey wrote this in 

the chapter about Jesus‟ Mission: A 

Revolution of Grace:  

In his own social interactions, Jesus 

was putting into practice „the great 

reversal‟ heralded in the Beatitudes. 

Normally in this world we look up 

to the rich, the beautiful, the 

successful. Grace, however, 

introduces a world of new logic. 

Because God loves the poor, the 

suffering, the persecuted, so should 

we. Because God sees no 

undesirables, neither should we. By 

his own example, Jesus challenged 

us to look at the world through 

what (early church father) Irenaeus 

would call „grace healed eyes.‟1[1] 

   In What‟s So Amazing About Grace, 

Yancey calls grace “the last best word.”  

Grace is Christianity‟s best gift to 

the world, a spiritual nova in our 

midst exerting a force stronger than 

racism, stronger than hate. Sadly, 

to a world desperate for this grace 

the church sometimes presents one 

more form of ungrace…My visits 

to other churches have convinced 

me that this ladder-like approach 

to spirituality is nearly universal. 

Catholics, Mennonites, Churches of 

Christ, Lutherans, and Southern 

Baptists all have their own custom 

agenda of legalism. You gain the 

church‟s, and presumably God‟s, 

approval by following the 

prescribed pattern. 2[2]   

Yancey‟s point is that it is hard to figure 

out the difference between law and 

grace in a mindset of “gray-area rules” 

which includes a long list of “Do‟s and 

Don‟ts.” “Nowadays legalism has 

changed its focus. In a thoroughly secular 

culture, the church is more likely to show 

                                                           
1[1] Philip Yancey, The Jesus I Never Knew (Grand 

Rapids: Zondervan, 1995) 155. 

2[2] Philip Yancey, What’s So Amazing About Grace” 

(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1997) 30. 
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ungrace through a spirit of moral 

superiority or a fierce attitude toward 

opponents in the „culture wars.‟”3[3] 

Perhaps we need to pray like the little 

English girl, “O God make the bad 

people good and the good people nice.” 

Mark Twain used to say he put a dog 

and cat in a cage to together as an 

experiment, to see if they could get 

along. They did, so he put in a bird, pig, 

and goat. They too got along after a few 

adjustments. Then he put in Baptist, 

Presbyterian, and Catholic; soon there 

was not a living thing left. 

   We all need God‟s help so as not to 

confuse law and grace in the way we 

look at life, and treat ourselves, and 

each other. No wonder Jesus taught 

us to focus on the two Great 

Commandments: 

„Love the Lord your God with all 

your heart, and with all your soul, 

and with all your mind.‟ This is the 

first and greatest commandment. 

And the second is like it: „Love 

your neighbor as yourself.‟ All the 

law and the prophets hand on 

these two commandments. 

(Matthew 22:37-39)  

   May God make it so in all of our lives 

and in our life together. 

  

Dr. Bob  

 

NOTICES 

Revelation Bible Study meets Sunday, 

February 5, at 4:00 PM, in Fellowship 

Hall. Even if you have not been a part of 

the study or have missed some, this is a 

good time to join the discussion. 

                                                           
3[3] Yancey, Grace, 33. 

   The Women's Prayer Group meets 

after Sunday morning worship services 

each Sunday. 

   The Women‟s Bible Study meets 

Friday, February 10, at 10 a.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall. 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE 

   The choir is hoping to have more 

people join. Our director, Angelo 

Tolentino, is a joy to work with and 

wants anyone who wishes to raise a 

voice in praise to the Lord to come sing. 

If you are interested in singing in the 

choir, just show up! If you need more 

information, please contact Angelo 

(angelo@musician.org or cell 409-256-

7729) or Crystal 

(crystalnicole@gmail.com or cell 409-

939-9619) 

 

CALENDAR 

Birthdays: 

12 James Harvey 

16 Mary Pafford 

18 Brooks Tutor 

19 Frank Kay 

19 Mary Niekamp 

24 Ginnie Henricy 

 

Anniversaries: 

 4 Paffords 

 5 Santangelos 

14 Brignacs 

15 Bullocks 

 

Greeters: 

 5 Lawrences 

12 Pyles 

19 Gallis 

26 Bright & Henricy 
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