
 

 

Updates 
 
Among the Ill: Rachel Hickman passed out at school 
Monday and was taken to Children’s in Dallas. Vera White 
fell and broke her hip. She had surgery last Monday at 
Navarro Regional Hospital. Continue to Remember: 
Daisy Beggs, JoAnn Chambers, Ophelia Riggs, Brian 
Beamon, Haley Brown, Barbara Crenshaw, Maxine 
Bankes, and Ozell Schmidt 

February is “Love Your Neighbor Month.” To show 
how much you care, we ask that each member bring one 
canned good per service throughout the month of 
February. Canned goods will be used in our benevolence 
program to help feed hungry families in the Corsicana/
Navarro County area. Food donation boxes are located at 
the entrances to the building. 

Combined Jr. High/High School Devo tonight after 
services in the outreach center. Girls bring snacks, boys 
bring drinks. All parents are asked to stay for this devo and 
meet with Russell about upcoming events and activities. 

The Men’s Sweetheart Breakfast will be this Saturday 
morning at 8:00. All of the ladies of the congregation are 
invited to join the men for this breakfast in your honor. If 
you plan to come to the breakfast, please sign up at the 
back table. 

The Senior Sweetheart Banquet hosted by the Westhill 
Youth Group will be this Saturday evening at 6:30. All 
seniors planning to attend, please sign up at the back table. 

Granbury St. Church of Christ in Cleburne is hosting an 
Open Forum this Saturday from 12:45 to 4:30. Rick 
Brumback, Roy Lanier, Jr., Mark Hanstein and Phil Sanders 
will be conducting this question/answer session.  

Wedding Reception - On Sunday, February 13th at 5:00 
p.m in the outreach center, the congregation is invited to a 
wedding shower/reception honoring David Tapia and his 
new bride, Leigh.  David & Leigh are in Italy, so Dickie & 
Garnette Russell will be standing in for their grandson.  In 
lieu of gifts, there will be a money tree at the shower/
reception and you may add to the tree at that time or 
before by seeing Shirley Bowen, Billie Thomas, Jeanie 
Slaughter, Dianne Stewart or Vicki Ivy.  David is honored 
that his Westhill family is thinking of him at this time and 
wishes he could be here.  Here is his response when told 
about the reception: “Thank you for your thoughts and prayers. 
Even now, I am speechless about what you are doing. There are no 
words to express my gratitude for everything. As I spend my evenings 
counting my blessings, I tend to forget too often my church home and 
family being so far from home. Westhill is a family like no other; and 
it seems even now, its love can extend across the ocean to another 
country. Thank you all so much and may our Lord bless and keep 
you all.” 

Westhill Family Game Night will be Saturday February 
19 in the outreach center. Eat before you come, and come 
out at 7:00 p.m. with your favorite game and snacks. 

Our Westhill Bible Class Focus Day will be Sunday 
March 6, 2011. We encourage all of our Westhill family to 
plan to be in Bible class that day and invite your friends. 
See inside (p.3) for Bible class information. 

Birthdays This Week 
February 7 - Florence Dickey, Donna Drain, Clay Jackson, 
 Tina Roughton, Afton Jones, Kati Haffner 
February 8 - Janet Parrish 
February 9 - Teresa Shastid 
February 12 - Debbie Wylie 
 
Records for January 30, 2011 
Bible Class ........................................................................... 188 
AM Worship ....................................................................... 284 
PM Worship ....................................................................... 121 
Midweek Class .................................................................... n/a 
Contribution .......................................................... $10,737.07 

Privileged to Serve 
 
Welcome David Mahoney 

Song Leader AM Russell Haffner 

Song Leader PM David Baumgartner 

Opening Prayer Don Ivy 

Communion Leader Brian Hand 

Communion Servers 

David Baumgartner Chad Briggs 

Greg Dickey Joe Glass 

Joshua Haden Ricky Jennings 

Gene McDougald Percell Milton 

Jeff Nelson Darrell Olsen 

Aubrey Parrish Darwin Thomas 

James Welch 

Closing Prayer Melba Bower 

Nursery:  Carol Barham & Vicki Ivy 

February Elder:  Darwin Thomas - 903.695.0176 
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I remember the feelings of impending doom and responsibility as I 

entered the title company. In just a few short minutes I would begin 

filling out information, signing, and initialing hundreds of forms to 

become a homeowner. Few decisions in my life required more 

commitment—marrying my wife, having children, and buying the 

jar of Serendipity Salt that crystallized in my spice rack. Fear, nau-

sea, and the beginnings of carpal tunnel syndrome set in the closer I 

got to the bottom of the stack of forms. The next day, the glaring 

sun burned my eyes as I emerged from the title office as a home-

owner. I had copies of the deed signed in blood and copied in tripli-

cate. The light of freedom seemed a lifetime away, at the end of a 

thirty year tunnel. 

Most Americans rattle around their homes shackled like Jacob Mar-

ley by the chains of their mortgages—the death pledge. The word 

“mortgage” comes from the Latin mortuus meaning “death” and the 

Middle English gage meaning “pledge or wager.” Death pledge! 

The feeling of impending doom is a natural reaction to mortgages. 

Lenders challenge us to a duel, haggle over rates, and bet we will 

give up and just become their tenant farmers. 

With the blood still drying on the deed to my house, I realized there 

is another contract punctuated with death—the deed to my soul. 

Christianity pledges death. It begins with my personal death, being 

dead in my sins (Eph. 2:1). By breaking the covenant of righteous-

ness I sentenced my soul to die, spiritually murdering my connec-

tion with God. In this way, the choice to sin is a pledge of death. 

Thus, Moses encouraged the children of Israel to “choose 

life” (Deut. 30:19). 

 

The holiness of God disallows Him to look upon sin and ignore it, 

as Habakkuk noted, “You who are of purer eyes than to see evil and 

cannot look at wrong” (Heb. 1:13). With man spiritually dead and 

sin still present, God’s love found a way to redeem mankind and 

appease His wrath—a death pledge. God sent His Son to die and 

shed His blood as a payment to assuage God’s sensibilities and off-

set man’s guilt. Jesus signed and sealed the ultimate blood contract 

on the cross. He encountered death to bring us life. 

Once we realize our indebtedness to God for His love, grace, and 

mercy another contract becomes necessary—and yes, it too is a 

death pledge. At repentance we change our minds and instead of 

nurturing our sinful desires, we murder them as the “old man.” At 

baptism we bury the old man in a funerary rite. Then we burst forth 

from the watery grave as new creatures (Rom. 6:4-6), continuing 

our pledge to murder sinful ways (Col. 3:5). 

Some wonder why Christianity is shrouded in so much death. In 

reality it is just the opposite—Christianity offers life (John 10:10). 

Consider the facts, spiritual death comes from our personal sins, 

which psychological sciences tell us make us feel “dead inside.” 

Physical science reports that each day we live, we die a little more. 

Our cells die and slough off. Our organs degenerate to irreparable 

states. Literally we are dying. But, the promise of Christ is life. The 

devil wagers against us, hoping we will deny the quickening power 

of Jesus. While God continues to entice to faith through the crea-

tion, the church, and Christians. 

In effect, Christianity is a mortgage on life itself, lasting well past 

thirty years and the shelf life of Serendipity Salt. 

death pledge 

sam dilbeck 

 



 

 

s Surveying a well traveled beach, it is impossible to miss the 
footprints. Some reveal a leisurely stroll. Others betray a 
quicker pace, perhaps a mid-morning jogger. Just in from the 
water’s edge a pair of lovers walk arm in arm, stopping now 
and then to skip a stone or embrace each other. Footprints in 
the sand tell many stories about the beach’s visitors, but what 
do footprints on the water reveal? 

The Bible tells of Jesus walking on the water. Being the Master 
of the universe, he commanded the waves to hold him aloft 
while he traversed their crests. Peter even had the opportunity 
to stroll across the water. Just as the footprints on the beach 
tell a story, these footprints on the water tell a thrilling story of 
faith and safety. 

Fear on the High Seas 
After feeding the multitude on the coast of Galilee, Jesus sent 
his disciples across the sea in a ship (Mat. 14:22). However, he 
tarried on the shore and hiked the mountain to pray alone. 
Knowing the trials he would face, he prayed for himself. 
Knowing the distress and trials reserved for his disciples, he 
no doubt prayed for them too. While he prayed for them, their 
ship staggered uncontrollably in the winds and waves of a 
Galilean storm. The disciples were terrified. 

In Matthew 8:24-27 they had experienced a particularly hor-
rendous storm. They feared for their lives and woke Jesus who 
was asleep below decks. “Then he arose and rebuked the 
winds and the sea, and there was a great calm” (Mat. 8:26). On 
that day the disciples marveled at his authority over nature. 

However, in Matthew 14, when faced with a similar storm the 
disciples feared again. The difference was that Jesus was not 
with them. They could not go below and wake him. Yet Jesus 
was near, praying for them. After praying for them, Jesus 
walked on the water to meet them (Mat. 14:25). He silenced 
the storm and the disciples marveled that he was the Son of 
God (14:33). 

Feet on the High Seas 
After Jesus identified himself, Peter implored Jesus to allow 
him to walk on the water too. Jesus accepted Peter’s challenge 
and beckoned him to join him atop the waves. We can see the 
excitement in Peter’s eyes as he climbed overboard and low-
ered himself to the water’s surface. We hear his heart pound-
ing with excitement as he is about to become the second per-
son in history to walk on water. Plus he would be joining Je-
sus. 

 

Peter turned from the side of the boat and faced Jesus. Slowly 
he took his first step, like a determined toddler leaving the se-
curity of the coffee table’s edge to walk to the arms of one 
waiting to hold him. Keeping his focus on the Savior, Peter 
triumphed over the laws of physics and drew closer to the 
waiting Savior, leaving footprints of faith in the water below. 

Faith on the High Seas 
About halfway to Jesus, the winds distracted Peter and he be-
gan to sink. He cried out to Jesus, “Lord, save me!” (Mat. 
14:30). Jesus quickly snatched Peter from the grips of Galilee 
and lamented, “O you of little faith, why did you 
doubt?” (Mat. 14:31). 

Jesus rightly rebuked Peter for his “little faith,” but this was 
not the only faith revealed by the footprints on the water. A 
closer look at the scene reveals a resounding lesson of faith. 
First, behold all the characters of this aquatic drama. Jesus 
stands tall, cloak flapping in the wind and his arms opened, 
ready to receive Peter. Peter, the central player, walks toward 
Jesus. Often we become so focused on Peter and Jesus, we 
forget to look behind Peter—back in the boat. While Peter 
sank because he had a little faith, the other disciples were para-
lyzed by a dead faith. 

A dead faith is one that does nothing (Jas. 2:26). It does not 
react to the grace and power of God. The other disciples clung 
to the sides of the boat, peering over the rail witnessing Peter 
walking to Jesus. While Peter’s faith may have been small, 
theirs was even smaller because it kept them in the boat. 

Second, notice that Jesus had to rescue Peter when his focus 
shifted and his faith was little, but at the beginning of the story 
Peter displayed a faith that every Christian should own.  It was 
the faith that challenged Jesus to let him walk on the water; it 
was the faith that carried him overboard; it was the faith that 
kept him afloat those first few steps. No, his little, doubting 
faith would never have gotten him that far, but his great, mar-
velous faith did. 

Conclusion 
Let us learn the lessons found in the footprints on the water. 
They teach us to have the great marvelous faith that carries 
one overboard. They also teach to us how to keep a great 
faith—by keeping our focus on Jesus and not letting the world 
distract us from our Lord. 

So what kind of faith do you have? The kind that leaves foot-
prints in the water or the kind that keeps you in the boat? 
Only one will take you to heaven. 

footprints on the water 
sam dilbeck 

 

 

Elders 
Don Ivy 903-875-1483 
Paul Slaughter 903-872-1228 
Paul Stewart  903-872-3464 
Darwin Thomas  903-695-0176 

 

Deacons 
James Ainsworth  903-872-1390 
(Evangelistic prospects, seniors) 
 

Scott Barham  903-641-0133 
(State home, children group, building, 
grounds, vehicles) 
 

David Baumgartner  903-654-4057 
(VBS, Power Walkers, families) 
 

Bryan Bearden  903-874-0214 
(Worship, children group) 
 

Lynn Berry  903-872-5526 
(Freddie Anderson) 
 

Melba Bower  903-874-6394 
(Building, grounds, vehicles, administration) 
 

Micah Fry  903-467-6358 
(Evangelistic prospects, seminars, workshops, 
meetings, Medina Home) 
 

Dan Gibson  903-641-9587 
(Evangelistic prospects, worship) 
 

Micah Haden  903-673-1177 
(Seminars, workshops, meetings,  
children & youth group) 
 

Eddie Moore  903-673-2803 
(Building, grounds, vehicles, worship) 
 

Rusty Owens  903-695-0095 
(Power Prayers, youth group) 
 

James Olsen  903-874-8918 
(Friends Day, families) 
 

Billy Roughton  903-872-9427 
(House to House/Heart to Heart, building, 
grounds, vehicles) 
 

Dickie Russell  903-874-4457 
(Benevolence program, Spanish ministry) 
 

Harrison Sloan  903-345-6061 
(Administration, seniors) 
 

Brent Stewart  903-641-0882 
(Evangelistic prospects, youth group) 

 

Ministers 
Sam Dilbeck  903-229-8415 
Russell Haffner  903-467-8895 

Bible Class 
 

 
Mission Statement: 
Our Bible Classes will assist people in develop-

ing a deeper knowledge and understanding of  the 

Holy Scriptures, stress the importance of  cor-

rectly applying the scriptures in everyday life, and 

strengthen personal faith before others in order to 

edify the Kingdom of  God. 

Classes Offered: 
Sunday 9:30-10:15 a.m. 

3-4 yrs old Jesus’ Friends—Please 

Kindergarten Acts of  the Apostles 

1st-2nd Grade Jesus Did Good 

3rd-4th Grade Paul’s “Bee” Attitudes 

5th Grade Gentiles Receive the Gospel 

Junior High Attitudes Volume 1-B 

High School What to Do When You  

 Don’t Know What to Do 

Adult 1 Christian Stewardship 

Adult 2 Examine Your... 

Adult 3 Marriage Needs 

Wednesday 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

3-4 yrs old Great Leaders 

Kindergarten David and Solomon 

1st-2nd Grade Moses, Great Leader 

3rd-4th Grade God’s Prophets 

5th Grade The Divided Kingdom 

Junior High Getting My Friends to Heaven 

High School Basic Bible Course 

 For Beginning Soul Winners 

Adult 1 Inter-testamental History 

Adult 2 The Book of  Job 

Adult 3 World Bible School 


