
 

 

Updates 
 
Among the Ill: Ophelia Riggs broke her arm and had 
surgery last Wednesday. She is recovering. Brian Beamon 
had surgery last Tuesday to fix a dislocated shoulder. He is 
doing well. Dick James had a mini stroke a little over a 
week ago. He is in the hospital in Searcy, Arkansas. Regular 
visitor, Jason Alsup, is suffering from a severe upper 
respiratory infection. Continue to Remember: Beverly 
Heim, Nita Marshall, Maxine Bankes, Ozell Schmidt, 
Daisy Beggs, Danielle Steward, Annette Youngblood, and 
Kent Ferrell’s dad. 

Remember in Prayer those serving in the military, 
especially those associated with Westhill: Daniel Carver, 
John Jennings, Robert Johnson, Andy McDougald, Josh 
Moehring, Ryan Payne, Devin Peterson, Douglas Ramsey, 
Ryan Stewart, David Tapia, Morgan Weaver, Payton 
Weaver, and Kye White. 

WINGS Group 2 (Don Ivy’s Group) will meet in the 
outreach center next Sunday evening following worship 
services. If you are in this group, please make your best 
effort to attend this important meeting. 

WINGS Group 4 (Paul Stewart’s Group) will meet in the 
outreach center next Sunday after morning worship for a 
pot luck lunch. Please plan to bring a dish and stay for this 
time of fellowship and planning with the group. 

The Youth Group Winter Retreat at Fort Parker will be 
January 14-17. Please turn in the form you were given as 
soon as possible. If your child has a friend who’d like to go, 
more forms and more information are available on the back 
table. The deadline to receive a hoodie is January 9. If you 
turn in your form after the 9th, you can still go, but you will 
not get a shirt. 

The Office Will Be Closed tomorrow in observance of 
the New Year. We will be open regular hours the rest of the 
week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Records for December 26, 2010 
Bible Class ...............................................................................170 
AM Worship ...........................................................................275 
PM Worship ...........................................................................156 
Wednesday Night ..................................................................168 
Contribution ................................................................ $7,949.51 

Birthdays This Week 

January 4—Angie Hall 

January 5—Daries Loosier 

January 6—Charles Henry Harrison, Paul Gillen 

January 7—Reece Briggs 

January 8—Ricky Jennings, Sharon Mahoney, 

 Quinton Weaver 

Privileged to Serve 
 
Welcome Joe Glass 

Song Leader AM Micah Fry 

Song Leader David Baumgartner 

Opening Prayer Jim Milam 

Communion Leader Kenneth Brown 

Communion Servers 
James Ainsworth Melba Bower 
Jason Dilbeck James Horn 
Jimmy Horn Michael Jones 
Bob Leu David Mahoney 
Eric Olsen Greg Olsen 
Andy Parrish George Schmidt 
Mike Wylie 
 
Closing Prayer Darrell Olsen 

Elder for January Darwin Thomas—903.695.0176 

 

Nursery Attendants Martha Olsen & Debbie Wylie 
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What a great blessing to start a new year with the Westhill fam-
ily. The time we spend together helps strengthen our love and 
affection for one another, which translates into an active, vi-
brant church family. As grow the Christians, so grows the 
church (That could be a great sermon title). Our continued fel-
lowship helps each of us grow. 

This week I am starting a sermon series on the Greatest Show On 
Earth, but it has nothing to do with clowns and bears. Circuses, 
plays, movies, and other forms of entertainment often claim to 
be the greatest show on earth. Despite the attention demanded 
by the world, Christianity is the greatest show on earth. We play 
out to the pleasure of God through our committed lives. This 
series will focus on that committed life, beginning with the im-
portance of the church. We will also look at the spiritual course 
of our families, our careers, relationships, and recreation. Every 
area of our life affects the “show.” The curtain doesn’t drop 
until life is over. So let’s put on a good show. 

As a preacher I often get asked how to study the Bible or what 
resources help us study the Bible. This month, I want to use 
our Question and Answer session to answer this question. 
However, there are really two parts to the question, so I will be 
covering “How to Study” tonight, and next week “Resources 
for Study.” Many Christians use the beginning of the year to 
start a study or devotional schedule. Hopefully these two les-
sons will help us get the most out of those studies. 

Remember also our Bible classes. On Sunday morning the audi-
torium class is studying Stewardship with Paul; the chapel class is 
studying Examine Yourselves; and I am teaching His Needs Her 
Needs: Strengthening Marriages in the family room. On Wednesday 
nights, David Mahoney is teaching Lessons from Job in the chapel; 
Scott Barham is directing a group of Christians working with 
the World Bible School; and I am teaching Between the Testaments 
in the family room. Bible classes are another part of church 
growth. Each of us ought to choose to be excited about our 
Bible classes. The knowledge gained, examples set, and fellow-
ship gleaned help make Westhill strong. 

Our WINGS program ramps up this month too. Let’s all help 
make Westhill a stronger church. Get with your group leaders 
and let them know of your willingness to get involved and get 
to work. The elders have set a framework for the program, but 
there is room for other ideas within the structure. Don’t be 
afraid to share your ideas with the elders and deacons in your 
WINGS group. 

Thank you to all who work so hard to help Westhill grow. Your 
efforts are not unnoticed or unappreciated. Keep up the good 
work, you enliven the church. 

fellowship, study, and work 
sam dilbeck 
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The second chapter of Luke is one of the best-known in the 

Bible. It includes the birth of Jesus and the first years of His 

life. At the end of this chapter we read of His being “lost” in 

the midst of the elders of Israel, asking and answering their 

questions. Confronted by His mother, Jesus asked this piercing 

question: “Know ye not that I must be about my Father’s busi-

ness?” (Luke 2:49 NKJV). Even at His tender age He knew 

there was important business for Him to do. Do we not also 

have important business to accomplish? If I am to be His disci-

ple, I must also be about “my Father’s business.” Do your 

neighbors and friends even know that you are a Christian? Can 

they see that you are about your heavenly Father’s business? 

Or, are you more concerned about your profession, your job, 

your relations with your “boss” than your Father in heaven?  

 

SALT OF THE EARTH  
When a person is said to be the “salt of the earth” today, it often 

means they are good, dependable, honest people. Biblically, 

however, there is much more to this phrase. It means that you 

have an influence, an impact upon your surroundings, the com-

munity in which you live, the people you meet. Jesus said, “Ye 

are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith 

shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and 

to be trodden under foot of men,” Matthew 5:13. Salt can have a 

powerful effect upon every element it touches. But when it 

loses its “savor,” when it ceases to have that influence, it is of 

little value. So it is with a Christian; a person who has the capa-

bility and the opportunity to influence others for Christ, but 

fails to do so, is of little or no value to his neighbors, associ-

ates, family or God. Yes, being part of the family of God de-

mands your time, your talent and your energy; but that is part 

of being “about my Father’s business.” 

 

LIGHT OF THE WORLD 

The ninth plague brought upon Egypt was a “darkness which may 

be felt,” Exodus 10:21. Darkness always seems to represent that 

which is sinister, fearful, hidden. It was so devastating to Phar-

aoh that he sought a compromise with God’s demands. The 

Christians at Philippi were told they must “shine as lights in the 

world; Holding forth the word of life,” Philippians 2:15-16. Who bet-

ter to dispel that darkness than those who have been 

“enlightened” by the Word of God, Hebrews 6:4? No hiding 

their light ; no secret saints; no compromising with Satan. That 

is how you “Let your light so shine before men..and glorify your Father 

which is in heaven,” Matthew 5:16. That is also what it means to 

be about our “Father’s business.” 

“BEAR MUCH FRUIT” 

Palestine in the first century was a place that needed fruit-

bearing trees, not just shade trees. Jesus spoke of His disciples’ 

influence, saying, “Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much 

fruit; so shall ye be my disciples,” John 15:8. This is but another 

indication that being a Christian involves more than merely 

occupying a pew at various times in a week. We must “bear 

fruit.” That means taking the gospel message to the lost so they 

can be saved, Mark 16:15-16. It also applies to the fruit dis-

cussed in Galatians 5:22-23: “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 

longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against 

such there is no law.” It is clear from the nature of this fruit that it 

is borne in every part of our life, among our neighbors and 

friends, and even before our enemies. This is every day fruit-

bearing, not just on Sunday in the church building. The people 

of the first century cut down trees that bore no fruit, for they 

merely took up space and did no good, Luke 13:6-9. Being 

about our Father’s business means bearing fruit, not just taking 

up space.  

 

“GLORIFY YOUR FATHER IN HEAVEN” 

The mandate to “glorify God” in our life is hardly new; here 

we discover it again: “Let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a 

thief, or as an evildoer, or as a busybody in other men's matters. Yet if any 

man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God 

on this behalf,” 1 Peter 4:15-16. If persecution be our lot in life, 

let us endure it without complaining. Others, observing the 

depth of our convictions, may be drawn to such a powerful 

faith. Early Christians were told, “Know ye not that your body is the 

temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye 

are not your own? For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in 

your body, and in your spirit, which are God's,” 1 Corinthians 6:19-

20. They lived in an environment hostile to everything Christ 

stood for, but even in their everyday encounters with those 

people, the skeptics, they were to glorify God in their body. 

Their actions, behavior, words and motives were to stand out 

in bold distinction from the licentious lives of their neighbors. 

Our “Father’s business” must be uppermost in our life. It takes 

effort, commitment, perseverance--- and love to do so. Some 

will oppose us, as they did Christ. Some will ridicule us, as they 

did Christ, John 15:20. He did not flinch in His Father’s busi-

ness. It is incumbent upon us to do the same. Have you been 

about your Father’s business lately? What about today?  

i must be about my father’s business 

carl b. garner 
 

 

 

Elders 
Don Ivy 903-875-1483 
Paul Slaughter 903-872-1228 
Paul Stewart  903-874-3464 
Darwin Thomas  903-695-0176 

 

Deacons 
James Ainsworth  903-872-1390 
(Evangelistic prospects, seniors) 
 

Scott Barham  903-641-0133 
(State home, children group, building, 
grounds, vehicles) 
 

David Baumgartner  903-695-4299 
(VBS, Power Walkers, families) 
 

Bryan Bearden  903-874-0214 
(Worship, children group) 
 

Lynn Berry  903-872-5526 
(Freddie Anderson) 
 

Melba Bower  903-874-6394 
(Building, grounds, vehicles, administration) 
 

Micah Fry  903-467-6358 
(Evangelistic prospects, seminars, workshops, 
meetings, Medina Home) 
 

Dan Gibson  903-641-9587 
(Evangelistic prospects, worship) 
 

Micah Haden  903-673-1177 
(Seminars, workshops, meetings,  
children & youth group) 
 

Eddie Moore  903-673-2803 
(Building, grounds, vehicles, worship) 
 

Rusty Owens  903-695-0095 
(Power Prayers, youth group) 
 

James Olsen  903-874-8918 
(Friends Day, families) 
 

Billy Roughton  903-872-9427 
(House to House/Heart to Heart, building, 
grounds, vehicles) 
 

Dickie Russell  903-874-4457 
(Benevolence program, Spanish ministry) 
 

Harrison Sloan  903-345-6061 
(Administration, seniors) 
 

Brent Stewart  903-641-0882 
(Evangelistic prospects, youth group) 

 

Ministers 
Sam Dilbeck  903-229-8415 
Russell Haffner  903-467-8895 
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In a debate at North Texas State University in 1975, Thomas 

Warren, a doctor of Philosophy, asked the renowned atheist 

Antony Flew of Reading University a very important question. 

Displaying a chart of a human hand alongside a human-made 

prosthetic hand, Dr. Warren asked if one or both of the 

pictured hands came about as the result of intelligent design. 

Being an atheist, Dr. Flew was forced to conclude that the 

vastly inferior prosthesis was created by design while its 

archetype, the human hand, came about by chance. Isn’t that 

interesting? The hand with less dexterity, a limited range of 

motion, an inability to repair itself of cuts and burns, and a 

frail replica of its model, is unquestionably known to be the 

creation of learned technicians, physicians, therapists, and 

engineers. Is it not therefore logical to conclude that the 

human hand, serving as the archetype, was intelligently 

designed by an engineer as well? If one day, while planting a 

tree in your yard, you unearthed an artificial hand, to what 

would you attribute its origin? Would you conclude that - 

through a mere mindless, gradual interaction between wind, 

rain, and soil - over time, a mechanical hand appeared? 

Undoubtedly, your investigation would focus on why it came 

to be in your yard, and not upon whether someone actually 

created it. Take a look at your own highly engineered hands 

and be reminded of your marvelously intelligent Maker, and 

then focus on why they came to be and how you might use 

them to glorify His Name.  

show of hands 
john moore 


