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“ There are lots of stories in the Bible,  
but all the stories are telling one Big Story. 
The Story of how God loves his children 
and comes to rescue them.”
Sally Lloyd-Jones
The Jesus Storybook Bible1
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Foreword
What is the Gospel?
There is perhaps no more crucial question facing the Church in the 21st century. As postmodern thought continues  
to spread and many are questioning whether there is such a thing as truth, the Bible stands as an unchanging and 
infallible source of all things pertaining to life and godliness. The Bible is true truth! And the Bible not only contains the 
Gospel, but at its very foundation is the redemptive message of God. The team at Spread Truth is committed to putting 
forth the Gospel message with an unyielding submission to the inerrancy, infallibility, and sufficiency of the Bible.

This guide, and all other Spread Truth resources, is meant to help churches communicate that timelessly relevant message 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Through The Story Guide Primer Edition you will notice two synergistic characteristics at play:

You will see it stresses the Bible’s one overarching story—the grand metanarrative. The lack of biblical 
literacy both outside and inside the Church has often led to a faulty view of the Bible as being disjointed and its stories 
as unrelated. This guide combats that faulty view by recognizing all 66 books and 1,189 chapters of Scripture have one 
underlying, foundational purpose: to communicate that God Almighty is on a mission to rescue humanity from its fallen 
and idolatrous condition. 

In short, the team at Spread Truth has done a masterful job in The Story of helping the Church communicate the 
unchanging message of the Gospel in a manner that is faithful to all of the Bible.

I commend this and other resources from Spread Truth to you as biblically faithful, theologically sound, transculturally 
relevant, and practically applicable. This guide is a gift to the Church from our great God and Savior that drives us,  
once again, back to the Bible and its Good News story.

George G. Robinson
Assistant Professor of Missions & Evangelism 
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, Wake Forest, N.C.
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Introduction
Welcome to The Story Guide 
Primer Edition.
This curriculum is designed to help you know, live, and share  
God’s story. We’ve divided the material into three sections with  
exercises throughout to help you along in your journey.

In the first section, Know God’s Story, you will learn to see the beauty of God’s story as one complete 
narrative from Genesis to Revelation through the plot line of Creation, Fall, Rescue, and Restoration.  
God is the Author of this story that governs history and the whole world. Special emphasis is placed  
on understanding the facts of God’s story and crafting a winsome narrative for sharing it with others.

The next section, Live God’s Story, focuses on seeing yourself as an active participant in God’s narrative. 
God, the main character, invites us to join Him as His story governs every area of our lives. Our stories  
only make sense when we live out of God’s larger story.

In the final section, Share God’s Story, you will learn how to naturally speak of God’s story with others. 
Special emphasis is placed on inviting others into God’s larger story.

“ Know the story you profess to be participating in. Know it well 
and tell it with enthusiasm. Tell it like other stories that excite and 
compel you. . . . When you first learn to tell the story, get the 
shape right. Then fill in the details.” —Charlie Peacock, New Way to Be Human 2



Facts (Propositions) and Narratives

Facts tell us what to say. A narrative guides us in how to say it. God’s story contains facts that are vital for  
a proper understanding of the redemptive story God is telling. Here are some crucial facts from God’s story:

n God created the world.
n Man fell into sin.
n God sent His Son, Jesus, to rescue sinners and redeem the world.
n There will be a New Heaven and New Earth where Christ will reign.

But, God did not deliver His message of rescue in bullet points or an outline. Instead, God chose to tell  
us His story in the context of a beautiful narrative.

In the first section of this guide, Know the Story, a list of key facts will be given in each unit to help you 
know God’s story better. You will then be given the opportunity to craft your own narrative of how you would 
communicate those facts to others. The goal of crafting the narrative is to drive the hearer back to the  
Bible and to God Himself. These exercises have been designed to equip you to begin a lifelong journey  
of knowing, living, and sharing God’s story.

To help you get started, we’ve included sample narratives throughout each unit. These  
are just examples to show you what a narrative looks like. Your own narrative will look much different,  
as you retell God’s story from your own unique perspective.

Narrative about God
Every story has an author, and every good story has a main character. God is both 
the Author of and the main character in this story. As Creator, God steps into the 
beginning and speaks—and His words bring everything into existence. Planets are 
placed into galaxies, stars are hung in the sky. The world and everything in it—all 
creatures, every living thing—is made by the power of His word. He creates out of 
the joy of fellowship, this eternal God who is three in one, Father, Son, Holy Spirit. 
Together they find joy in creating and ruling in love over all that has been made.

sample narrative
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The Story ESV Bible
The Story ESV Bible features The Story booklet in full-color design, covering the Bible’s storyline of Creation, Fall, 

Rescue, and Restoration. It also provides a clear invitation to readers to receive Christ as Savior. Specially prepared, 

full-page introductions show how each Bible book contributes to the Bible’s storyline. Introduction contributors 

include David Platt, Darrin Patrick, Burk Parsons, and J. D. Greear. Learn more at: SpreadTruth.com/bible

Our resources are designed to help believers  
know, live, and share the story of God’s  
redemption found in Christ through innovative  
tools, training, and experiences for knowing,  
living, and sharing the Gospel.

Materials & Tools
ESV Bible. Booklet. Conversation Tool. Mobile Apps.  
Primer Edition with Leader Guide and Media Support.  
Guide Edition with Leader Guide and Media Support.

Online
WhyTheStory.com  /   ViewTheStory.com 
TheStoryTraining.com  /  SpreadTruth.com

The Story Resources
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Get The Story App for iPhone or Android to share 
God’s story on your phone! And, it’s FREE!

ViewTheStory.com/apps

The Story App

Get the FREE Questions App to get the conversation 
started. Great for small groups, friends, and neighbors.

QuestionsInABox.com

Both apps below are available for free for iOS and Android.

Share God’s story from your phone.
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KNOW

PART 1
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SESSION 1

God’s Story
What’s it all about?

“ And beginning with Moses and all  
the Prophets, [Jesus] interpreted to  
them in all the Scriptures the things  
concerning himself.” Luke 24:27

At the center of the story is God’s glory: His reputation,  
His greatness, His honor, His renown, His splendor, His fame.  
When we encounter God through His story, we’re not merely informed, we are transformed.

The story is told from Genesis to Revelation and includes the major plot points of Creation, Fall, Rescue, and 
Restoration. Because God is both the author and the main character, He gets the credit for this compelling 
story of redemption. 

This overarching story is what Jesus’ disciples needed to hear after He was crucified (see Luke 24). They 
were grieving His death and unsure of His resurrection when Jesus meets them, His identity veiled. The 
men said they had “hoped that [Jesus] was the one to redeem Israel,” politically speaking. But this was not 
the story God was telling! Jesus corrected their perspective “beginning with Moses and all the Prophets” 
by showing how all of Scripture points to Him, the Promised Messiah and 
Redeemer. After Jesus revealed His identity, the men 
exclaimed, “Did not our hearts burn within us while he 
talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the 
Scriptures?” Jesus told God’s story in full, in a way 
that made hearts burn with hope. This is the story  
we are to know, live, and share in the same way.

“Beginning with Moses” is a reference to the  Book of Moses which was the Pentateuch— in other words, Jesus was referring to the beginning in Genesis 1:1, the Creation.
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The Power of Story
God’s story is foundational to the world and our very lives. 
And because humans are created in God’s image, at our 
core, we too rely on stories to make sense of life. From  
our earliest days, stories have been foundational to our 
learning and growth. They have influenced us from our 
earliest childhood memories, and they continue to shape  
us throughout our lives. There are lessons embedded  
in stories that would never train us if spoken otherwise.

So everyone loves and lives by stories, and everyone has been influenced and shaped by stories.  
Really, if you think about it, everything we communicate is some sort of story. We are natural  
_______________________________ and _________________________________________.

Elements of a Good Story

Brilliant storyteller J. R .R. Tolkien, author of The Lord of the Rings trilogy, once said that stories are powerful 
because they “point to an underlying reality that’s almost more true than the way life is actually being lived  
in this world.”2 

The stories we are drawn to—the movies we watch and the books we read and the songs we sing— 
move us deeply with themes of life as we know it to be already or wish it to be in the future. 

Fictional stories that have _____________________ characters and plot lines allow us to enter into them 
and react to them as if they are true. 

Explore: Share the most recent story that brought you into its storyline as if it were true. 

“ A story can do 
more than teach 
you. A story can 
transform you.” 
—Sally Lloyd-Jones1
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Good stories bring us into the experience because:

1. We _______________________________ with the characters. We _____________________

with the characters because of what is happening.

2. We _______________________________ everything will turn out right in the end for them. 

3. We see the story _____________________________ as it really is. This is the human dilemma, 

the conflict that we all face in life.

4. We see the story depicting life as _______________________________, tapping into our hopes 

using these grand themes:

 n  ____________________________________________  World

 n Virtuous ______________________________________

 n Good (or the Hero)  ______________________________

 n  ____________________________________________  of Broken Relationships

 n  ____________________________________________  of People and Circumstances

 n Victory over  ___________________________________

 n Good  ________________________________________

Explore: Share how your favorite story (movie, book, song, play, etc.) touches  
on one of these themes.



 God’s Story 15

Good Stories Are Merely Echoes
Everything we love about good stories—the plot lines, the characters, the grand themes—stir longings in 
our hearts. There are hopes and desires hidden in our hearts unknown to us, until a story brings it to light. 

But stories, as good as they may be, cannot answer the hopes and desires we hold inside. These fictional 
tales are echoes and murmurs of something greater—something we hope is true. C. S. Lewis explained  
it like this:

“ The books or the music in which we thought the beauty was located will betray us if we  

trust to them; it was not in them, it only came through them, and what came through them 

was longing. These things—the beauty, the memory of our own past—are good images  

of what we really desire; but if they are mistaken for the thing itself, they turn into dumb 

idols, breaking the hearts of their worshippers. For they are not the thing itself; they are only 

the scent of a flower we have not found, the echo of a tune we have not heard, news from  

a country we have never yet visited.”3

Unless these good stories echo something greater, they are only “dumb idols” that garner our praise  
for a time and then leave our hearts wrung out and empty. 

We invest ourselves emotionally in movies, books, songs, plays, knowing they will not fully satisfy.  
Yet we return to them. Why is that?

Michael Gerson provides insight: “There is a reason the great stories persist in provoking our [emotions]:  
the hope that life is a story, that all the suffering, vulgarity, pity and sacrifice add up to something and  
lead somewhere.”4
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Good Stories Echo God’s Story
There is one story that is more than an echo. It is the story inspiring all those good stories that stir us and 
bring us in. It is the story that governs the world and has answers for the human heart. Tolkien said it best:

“ The Gospel story of Jesus is not one more story pointing to the underlying reality,  
rather, Jesus is the underlying reality to which all the stories point.”5 

God’s story, found in the Bible, is the one true story echoed in all the good stories we love. 

The Plot Line of God’s Story

The Bible is one big, complete story, which can be referred to as a metanarrative. The Bible is the ultimate 
story, containing an original plot line:

1.  ______________________________________________

2.  ______________________________________________

3.  ______________________________________________

4.  ______________________________________________

Explore: Practice the hand motions for the major elements of God’s story.



 God’s Story 17

Understanding God’s Story

God’s story governs our world. He is both the Creator and Redeemer. 

As Creator, He made all that exists—the universe, our world, every creature. He is the Author of the 
redemption story for everything that has been marred by the Fall.

As Redeemer, He is reconciling all things to Himself (Col. 1:20), which includes personal salvation for  
us as well as redemption for His entire creation. This salvation is cosmic in nature. Robert Webber states, 
“God’s narrative stands on its own as the truth about the world. We don’t ask God to conform to our 
narrative, to our reasons, scientific findings, philosophy or anthropology. No, God invites us to live  
in his narrative and to see all of life from inside the lens of creation, incarnation and re-creation.”6

There are five important aspects of God’s story:

n The Bible’s story is intended to give God _______________________________ the glory. 

n The Bible is one _______________________________ story (metanarrative). 

n The story has a _______________________________: Creation, Fall, Rescue, Restoration. 

n The major theme of this story is God’s _______________________________: Jesus’ rescue  

of sinners and redemption of the world. 

n We are all _______________________________ in this ongoing story.

“ I had always felt life first as a story and  
if there is a story there is a storyteller.” 
—G. K. Chesterton, Orthodoxy 7 
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Within God’s story of redemption, we find the answer to everything that moves our hearts in a good story:

n A Supernatural or Another World =  ________________________________________________

n Virtuous Beauty =  ____________________________________________________________

n Good (or the Hero) Conquering Evil =  _______________________________________________

n Reconciliation of Broken Relationships =  ____________________________________________

n Redemption of People and Circumstances =  _________________________________________

n Victory over Certain Defeat =  ____________________________________________________

n Good Endings =  _____________________________________________________________

Make Them Wish It Were True
We have all heard a good story ruined by poor delivery  
or a flat cadence. The same is true for how we share God’s 
story: The beauty of it comes through in how we tell it.  
The truth is, how you live out and share the story matters.

When we share God’s message in the Bible we should  
pay careful attention not only to what we say, but how  
we say it. Are we in awe of God’s story that offers what we  
all so desperately desire—unconditional love, forgiveness,  
and acceptance? Do we live life based on the truth that God story is the defining storyline for our lives?

The way we live and share the beauty and wonder of God’s story can make others wish the story were true. 
And the Good News is that it is true truth.

“ If you want people  
to hear truth, tell them.  
If you want people  
to know the truth,  
tell them a story.”
—Eudora Welty8
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A good engagement of the biblical story:

n is  ____________________________________________________

n brings the listener in as  _____________________________________

n taps into  ________________________________________________

Peter reminds us to always be “prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for 
the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect” (1 Pet. 3:15). We are called to prepare our 
answer—to prepare a way to share God’s story in the best way that will make others wish what we were 
saying could be true.

When we tell God’s story with all its beauty and truth, it taps into the deepest longings of heart and soul.  
He invites us in to not only hear His story but to take an active role in it.

Eugene Peterson says: “Stories, in contrast to abstract statements of truth, tease us into becoming 
participants in what is being said. . . . We may start as spectators or critics, but if the story is good (and  
the biblical stories are very good!), we find ourselves no longer just listening to but inhabiting the story.”10

The intent for the remainder of Part 1: Know God’s Story is to help you understand the beauty of the 
story God is telling. The richness and depth of it, coupled with its beauty, draws us in to a story that gives  
our own stories purpose and meaning.

“ There’s a way of telling people the story of Christianity that they want it to 
be real even though they claim it’s not . . . where people wish it were true. 
You have to get to the beauty of it.” —Timothy Keller9
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“ In the beginning, God created  
the heavens and the earth.”

Genesis 1:1

  21
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SESSION 2

The Creation
How did it all begin?

“ In the beginning, God created the heavens  
and the earth.” Genesis 1:1

“ Before the mountains were brought forth,  
or ever you had formed the earth and the  
world, from everlasting to everlasting you  
are God.” Psalm 90:2

Where the Story Begins
Here we find ourselves in Chapter 1—The Creation. This is the Exposition element of story, where we 
discover the story’s setting, protagonist, antagonist, and supporting characters. Page by page as the story 
unfolds, we begin to see that God’s story is the framework of history.

“ Many people know stories from the Bible  
but do not know the story of the Bible.  
That’s like having a handful of pearls  
with no string to link them together.” 
—Colin S. Smith, Unlocking the Bible Story1
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God

“ This God, so filled with love, longs to have others join his community. He made 
creatures and creation to share in his own community of Father, Son, and Spirit.” 
—Robert E. Webber, Who Gets to Narrate the World 2

The main character and Author of this story is the One eternal, Triune God. Here are just a few truths  
about Him.

1. God is the  ______________________________________ .

 “ I am the Lord, and there is no other, besides me there is no God.”  
Isaiah 45:5

2. He is  __________________________________________ .

 “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.” Genesis 1:1

3. God is  _________________________________________ . He is one God in three Persons  

who has existed in perfect love, harmony, and communion, for all of eternity.

 “ Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.’ ”  
Genesis 1:26

 “ Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name  
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” Matthew 28:19

4. He is a  _________________________________________ .

 “And God said . . .” Genesis 1:3

 “But the Lord God called to the man . . .” Genesis 3:9
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5. He is the  _______________________________________ .

 “ The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.”  
Isaiah 40:28

 “ The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims  
his handiwork.” Psalm 19:1

6. He is the _________________ and _________________________________________ of all.

 “ For the Lord is a great God, the great King above all gods. In his hand are  
the depths of the earth, and the mountain peaks belong to him. The sea is his,  
for he made it, and his hand formed the dry land. Come, let us bow down  
in worship, let us kneel before the Lord our Maker; for he is our God, and  
we are the people of his pasture, the flock under his care.” Psalm 95:3–7 (NIV)

7. He is the _________________ and _____________________________ of every created thing.

 “Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” Genesis 18:25

8. He is a God full of ___________________________________________________________.

 “God is love.” 1 John 4:16

 “ Give thanks to the God of heaven, for his steadfast love endures forever.”  
Psalm 136:26

 “ The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding  
in steadfast love.” Psalm 145:8

 “ Remember your mercy, O Lord, and your steadfast love, for they have  
been from of old.” Psalm 25:6

 “ Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures 
forever!” 1 Chronicles 16:34
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9. God is _____________________________.

 “ Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!”  
Isaiah 6:3

10. God is _____________________________.

 “For I the Lord do not change.” Malachi 3:6

Explore: God’s ceaseless attributes cause each of us to encounter Him uniquely.  
What attribute of God do you embrace? What attribute of God do you resist?

Narrative about God
Every story has an author and a main character. In the Bible, God is both! He is Author 
of and the main character in this redemptive story. As Creator, God steps into the 
beginning of this story and speaks—and His words are so powerful that they bring 
everything into existence. Everything that is came from God, who is three Persons  
in one being: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. This Trinity, this Eternal One,  
is the mystery that carries this story through the ages. He has always existed in 
perfect love, perfect harmony, and perfect communion. Because He always has  
been and always will be, He alone is discerning enough to be the just and sovereign 
ruler. His holiness, His otherness, sets Him apart as the righteous Judge of all.

The heartbeat of this wonderful God is full of abounding, unending love. His 
compassion, mercy, and goodness fill the heavens and make this story the best  
story anyone has ever heard.
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Creation
In the fullness of joy, this Triune God spoke and all of Creation came into being. Everything that exists is 
because of Him. All of creation was made for one specific purpose: _____________________________.

1. The Universe: The _______________________ of God’s Creation

 “ I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers,  
the moon and the stars, which you have set  
in place.” Psalm 8:3

 “ Lift up your eyes on high and see: who created  
these? He who brings out their host by number,  
calling them all by name, by the greatness of  
his might, and because he is strong in power  
not one is missing.” Isaiah 40:26

2. The Earth: The ____________________________  
of God’s Creation

 “ The Lord, who created the heavens (he is God!),  
who formed the earth and made it (he established  
it; he did not create it empty, he formed it to be inhabited!).” Isaiah 45:18

 “ And out of the ground the Lord God made to spring up every tree that is pleasant 
to the sight and good for food.” Genesis 2:9

 God’s Earth was: 

n  _______________________________________________ among all planets

n a place where  _________________________________________________

n  ____________________________________________________________

Our galaxy, the Milky Way,  
has 100 billion stars. There  
are 125 billion galaxies,  
totaling 10 billion-trillion  
stars in the whole universe.3 
God knows them all by name.
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3. Humans: The _______________________ of God’s Creation

 “ Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.’ . . .  
So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him;  
male and female he created them.” Genesis 1:26–27

 “ Then the LORD God formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being.” Genesis 2:7 (NAS)

 God created men and women: 

n ______________________________________________________ His creation (Gen. 1:28)

n to reflect __________________________ and __________________________ in marriage  

(Gen. 2:24–25)

n to be __________________________ through __________________________ (Gen. 1:28)

n to reflect God’s image in _____________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________
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Narrative about Creation
The Author begins His story with words so powerful, they speak things into existence. 
God spoke, and the Universe came to life. This is the dawn of Creation! The heavens 
are bursting with galaxies, the galaxies are dotted with planets, and stars are hung  
in the endless sky. Where does the universe end? Only God knows, and we have only 
begun to see the wonders of His creation.

Even here on Earth, our discoveries continue. This one planet out of all the planets in 
all the galaxies was specially made to sustain life. Earth is home to plants and animals 
and insects and fish and microorganisms—the variety and diversity of God’s creation 
astound. Not only is Earth unique, it is also breathtakingly beautiful. Our world is a 
feast for the eyes. God made exquisite beauty throughout this world to awaken us  
to the One who made it all.

Most beautiful and mysterious of all is the highlight of God’s creation: Humanity. God 
made the first humans, Adam and Eve, and breathed His life breath into them. They 
were made in His image, reflecting the very character of God. These people, God’s 
beloved, were unlike every other created thing. Yes, everything else was beautiful 
and majestic and vast and awe-inspiring. But Adam and Eve? They were stunning in 
form with personality and reason and the ability to relate to their Creator. God made 
them to experience community in marriage and family as a reflection of the intimate 
community shared in the Trinity. And He made their bodies capable of creating new  
life together, giving them a taste of the joy He experiences in every new creation.

Harmony
Everything God created worked together perfectly—just the way it was supposed to. There was no suffering, 
pain, or death. There was complete love, acceptance, and intimacy between God and man, between Adam 
and Eve, and throughout creation. It was a place of perfect peace—shalom.

“ God saw all that He had made, and behold, it was very good.” Genesis 1:31 (NAS)
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At the beginning, Adam and Eve were in perfect harmony with:

1. ______________________________________

2. ______________________________________

3. ______________________________________

Explore: Do you believe people long to be back in Eden? Explain.

Narrative about Harmony
God’s world begins with everything in Harmony. Adam and Eve enjoyed perfect peace  
on all fronts. 

They had perfect fellowship with God: complete intimacy, full disclosure, and unending 
trust. What would that have been like? Imagine knowing God so intimately that you never 
wondered if He cared, if He were really listening, if He were actually angry with you. 

Together, Adam and Eve enjoyed complete peace. Imagine being in such connected 
intimacy with your loved ones that you not only hid nothing, but you truly had nothing  
to hide.

Adam and Eve also knew the created order and were working in conjunction with God’s 
plan for His creation. Imagine knowing exactly who you are and what you were created 
for—with no lingering doubts or fears or concerns for the future. That’s what Adam  
and Eve had at Creation.

This is harmony, the distinctive quality that made God’s creation more lovely than 
anything we have ever experienced.
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“ It was not the sunrise that made it paradise. It was the harmony! 
. . . Adam sits with God looking at the sunrise and everything  
in his world is in a state of unbroken relationship. All of it.  
He sits with God without guilt and shame. The presence of God 
is nothing but sheer pleasure. He doesn’t hide, he doesn’t grovel 
for forgiveness, his mind doesn’t race wondering if he has 
some unconfessed sin lurking in the shadows. He is in a perfect 
relationship with God and with his world. . . . and he is at peace 
at every level and in every way. The Hebrews called it shalom. 
Shalom is wholeness of life. It is harmony with God, with people, 
with creation. It is what you were made for.” 

—Joe Coffey and Bob Bevington, Red Like Blood 4

This is the world we’ve always longed for. This is shalom! 
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Crafting the Narrative: The Creation
Now it’s your turn to take the facts and propositions of God’s story and craft it into a narrative in your own 
words. Review the characteristics of a good narrative listed on pages 13–14 and keep those in mind as you 
develop your explanation of the Creation. 

Describe God in your own words based on what’s been discussed in this chapter.

ASK yOUrSELf:

Have I crafted God’s

story to make them wish

it were true? Does it tap

into the longings of

the human heart?
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Describe the Garden in your own words based on what’s been discussed in this chapter.
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Describe Harmony in your own words based on what’s been discussed in this chapter.

Explore: Practice your narrative out loud.

It has been said that if you practice something out loud five times you’ll know it. Practice sharing  
the narrative of God’s story with others to make it your own.

Narrative Transition from Creation to Fall
The Harmony, glory, and purpose in God’s Creation made everything beautiful.  
The universe displayed God’s infinite might, the earth was full of wonderful creatures 
big and small, and humans reflected the very image of God. But soon, dark clouds 
gathered over paradise: An Enemy was plotting against the Harmony, against the 
beauty—against God Himself. This is where this perfect story takes a dark turn.
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“None is righteous, no, not one.”

Romans 3:10
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SESSION 3

The Fall
What went wrong?

“ So when the woman saw that the tree was 
good for food, and that it was a delight to the 
eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to 
make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, 
and she also gave some to her husband who 
was with her, and he ate.” Genesis 3:6 (NAS)

“ Therefore, just as sin came into the world 
through one man, and death through sin, 
and so death spread to all men because all  
sinned.” Romans 5:12

“ The entire world is guilty before God.” Romans 3:19 (NLT)

“None is righteous, no, not one.” Romans 3:10

Where the Story Takes a Dark Turn
The story is now moving into the rising Action, where the conflict is revealed. Here in Chapter 2— 
The Fall, we see a new character enter the scene. The story’s antagonist, Satan, comes, enticing Adam  
and Eve to rebel against God. They listen to him, and their treasonous act destroys the harmony that  
existed in Chapter 1. Sin began its cancerous attack, infecting everything God created.

Explore: Share a recent news story that shows the world is not as it should be.
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Disobedience
“ The LORD God commanded the man, saying, ‘From any tree of the garden you  
may eat freely; but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not  
eat, for in the day that you eat from it you will surely die.’ ” Genesis 2:16–17 (NAS)

“ Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord God 
had made. He said to the woman, ‘Did God actually say, “You shall not eat of any tree 
in the garden”?’ And the woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat of the fruit of the 
trees in the garden, but God said, “You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the 
midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.” ’ But the serpent said to 
the woman, ‘You will not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes 
will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.’ ” Genesis 3:1–6

God’s Command

1. God’s command was _________________________________.

2. God’s command would ______________________________________________________.

3. God’s command was not __________________________; they could eat of all the trees except one.

4. God’s command if disobeyed would bring _________________________________________.

Satan’s Enticement

1. Satan was a ________________________________ (Isa. 14:12–15).

2. Satan ________________________________ the truth by twisting God’s words (Gen. 3:1).

3. Satan ________________________________ Adam and Eve, making them believe  

there were no judgments or consequences for their actions (Gen. 3:4).

4. Satan said Adam and Eve _________________________________ (Gen. 3:5).
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Adam and Eve’s Sin

1. Adam and Eve ______________________ and ate of the fruit.

2. In _______________________________, Adam and Eve decided that they, not God would  

become the determiners of what is right and wrong.

3. Adam and Eve were now insiders to evil (Gen. 3:7).

Adam and Eve were deceived, but they willfully chose to disobey God.

Narrative about Disobedience
In love, God gave Adam and Eve instructions for maintaining Harmony in Creation; He 
said: “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die” 
(Gen. 2:16–17). This one command to refrain from the fruit from one tree in the whole 
garden would test their trust and loyalty to God. God’s love for them is evident, as  
He wants them to avoid the judgment and consequences of eating from this tree.

But the Harmony Adam and Eve were to maintain was opposed by God’s evil Enemy, 
who enters the story in the form of a serpent. The serpent was crafty—devious, sly, 
and scheming. And he wanted to hurt God by hurting His creation. So the serpent 
questioned Eve about God, distorting the truth. His words dripped with skepticism: “Did 
God actually say . . .” Eve rightly stated they were not to eat the fruit from the Tree of 
Knowledge, but she added to God’s command, stating they were also not to touch it.



 The Fall 39

Narrative about Disobedience (continued)
But that stumble opened the door for the serpent’s attack. God’s command  
was directly, blatantly contradicted when the serpent mocked the consequences  
of disobedience, saying: “You will surely not die.” The serpent says that Disobedience  
will have no consequences, no judgment. Eve listened, as did Adam. They were  
deceived and chose to eat from the tree in rebellion.

Why did a once glorious story take such a dark turn? Adam and Eve had everything  
they needed, but they chose to take more. They chose to eat the fruit God commanded 
them not to eat. Was the fruit delicious? Was it disappointing? No matter, for the 
consumption was an all-out act of rebellion setting in motion horrific consequences  
that the serpent failed to mention. He used the old bait-and-switch on them,  
offering them freedom but handing them bondage.

Consequence
“ Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed 
fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths. And they heard the sound of the Lord 
God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves 
from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden.” Genesis 3:7–8

“ To the woman [God] said, ‘I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you 
shall bring forth children. Your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over 
you.’ And to Adam he said, ‘Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have 
eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, “You shall not eat of it,” cursed is the ground 
because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; thorns and thistles it 
shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your 
face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you 
are dust, and to dust you shall return.” . . . Then the Lord God said, ‘Behold, the man has 
become like one of us in knowing good and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand and take 
also of the tree of life and eat, and live forever—’ therefore the Lord God sent him out from 
the garden of Eden to work the ground from which he was taken. He drove out the man, 
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and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim and a flaming sword 
that turned every way to guard the way to the tree of life.” Genesis 3:16–19, 22–24

After their disobedience, Adam and Eve no longer enjoyed peace and harmony. Their relationship was  
a mess, their peace with God was broken, and creation itself was unraveling. The consequences of this  
one choice were dire, indeed.

Adam and Eve experienced these consequences for their sin:

1. They would experience ______________________ and ______________________ death.

2. They would both desire to ______________________ from God due to their  

__________________________________________.

3. Eve would experience ____________________________________________ to birth her family.

4. Adam would experience _________________________________________ to sustain his family.

5. They both would desire to ______________________________________________ each other.

6. They were both ________________________________ of the garden.

7. Creation was now _________________________ brokenness, decay, and ruin (storms, disasters, 

unruly pests and plants, etc.).



 The Fall 41

Narrative about Consequence
God’s characters have carried this story to dark places. Each played a part in this 
rebellion—the serpent, the woman, the man. They played a part but had no idea how 
their participation would affect the story. 

With the fruit eaten, Adam and Eve ingested a lie of ever-increasing Consequence.  
The knowledge they gained wasn’t what they expected. Instead of being more like 
God, they wanted to run from Him. Newfound and painful emotions—guilt, shame,  
and fear—prompted them to hide from God among the trees and from each other 
behind fig leaves. Intimacy was broken.

Eve’s disobedience would bring her pain in bearing children, and Adam’s would bring 
him pain in his labor to sustain his family. Both would desire to control each other and 
dominate the relationship. Both were cast out of the garden, breaking the fellowship 
they enjoyed there with God. And both would experience death, spiritual and physical.

By this one choice, Adam and Eve shattered Harmony and changed the course  
of God’s story. The weight of loss must have been horrendous for them.

“ In that moment, the whole world started to come unraveled. . . . [N]othing would ever be the same  
again. . . . Work was hard now, and frustrating. Childbirth was painful. Their relationship was strained. . . . 
God was still there, but it was different. He pursued them, but they found themselves hiding from Him. . . . 
Possibly the worst part was what they saw in their children. Right off the bat, the kids seemed to be leaning 
away from God. . . . They seemed bent on their own destruction. . . . And then the grandkids came along, 
and sin started to spread out wider and wider: more and more kids growing up to be worse and worse, 
plotting new ways of doing wrong, even working together to rebel. The hook Adam and Eve swallowed 
appeared to have burrowed its way even deeper into their offspring. It started as a seemingly harmless  
act . . . now kids were killing kids, swearing vengeance, taking multiple wives. It was as if they lacked  
the ability to restrain themselves, until every thought was only evil all the time.” 

—Kenneth Boa and John Allen Turner, 52 Greatest Stories from the Bible1 
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Need
“ Therefore the Lord God sent him out from the garden of Eden to work the ground 
from which he was taken. He drove out the man, and at the east of the garden of 
Eden he placed the cherubim and a flaming sword that turned every way to guard 
the way to the tree of life.” Genesis 3:23–24

Adam and Eve, then their children, and their children’s children after them, would need to be made right with 
God. The sin infection that began in Adam and Eve has been passed down through the bloodline of humanity 
resulting in physical death—but the Fall goes even deeper than that. All of humanity is fallen at the core  
of our being. Everyone is born a sinner deserving eternal separation from God in Hell.

Based on the Consequences of Adam and Eve’s sin, we are all in a desperate state of spiritual, physical, 
emotional, relational, and moral need. 

1. Spiritually: Every person needs to be ___________________________________________ and  

______________________ so that God’s judgment is appeased (2 Cor. 5:20, Col. 2:13, John 5:24). 

2. Physically: Every person needs freedom from the curse of ________________________________

______________________________ (Gen. 2:16, Rom. 6:23). 

3. Emotionally: Every person needs freedom from _______________________________________

______________________________ (Gen. 3:7, Ps. 51). 
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4. Relationally: Every person needs ________________________________________ with God, 

each other, and creation (Gen. 4, Rom. 8:20–21). 

5. Morally: Every person needs deliverance from ________________________________________  

in trying to save ourselves (covering ourselves with fig leaves, Gen. 3:7) to 

_______________________________________ (Christ in us, Phil. 3:9). 

Narrative about Need
The consequences of Adam and Eve’s disobedience was a suffocating  
mass their hearts were not designed to bear. They are in desperate Need  
of help on all fronts: spiritual, physical, emotional, relational, moral. 

And they have no way to help themselves. They are utterly devoid of options. 
The desperation they must have felt, to be under the weight of their sin and  
to have no way out, must have been awful. The need is astounding. 

They need forgiveness. They need fellowship with God restored. They need 
freedom from guilt, shame, and fear. They need intimacy with each other 
restored. They need freedom from suffering and disease and pain and death. 
They need harmony between themselves and all God created—the earth  
and every creature living in it.

God sent them out. Would He ever allow them back again? Is there any way  
to make this right?
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Crafting the Narrative: The Fall
Now it’s your turn to take the facts and propositions of God’s story and craft it into a narrative in your own 
words. Review the characteristics of a good narrative listed on pages 13–14 and keep those in mind as you 
develop your explanation of the Fall. 

Describe Adam and Eve’s Disobedience in your own words.

Describe the Consequences of the Disobedience in your own words.

ASK yOUrSELf:

Have I crafted God’s  

story so that it rings true  

to the human dilemma?  

Does it tap into the  

aching of the human  

heart?
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Describe in your own words the Needs that flow from the Consequences of Disobedience.

Explore: Practice your narrative out loud.

It has been said that if you practice something out loud five times you’ll know it. Practice sharing  
the narrative of God’s story with others to make it your own.

Narrative Transition from Fall to Rescue
In choosing to listen to Satan, Adam and Eve discarded God’s purpose and replaced 
it with one of their own making. They adopted a new purpose, which was to determine 
for themselves what was right and wrong and to focus on themselves rather than  
on God. Their hearts are sin-ridden, all Harmony God intended for His Creation has 
been destroyed. The divide between them and God is severe; they have no recourse  
to fix what was started with one rebellious act. 



The Rescue
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“ For he has rescued us from 
the dominion of darkness and 
brought us into the kingdom 
of the Son he loves.”

Colossians 1:13 (NIV)

  47
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SESSION 4

The Rescue
Is there any hope?

“ I (God) will put enmity between you (Satan)  
and the woman, and between your offspring  
and her offspring; he shall bruise your head,  
and you shall bruise his heel.” Genesis 3:15

“ She will bear a son, and you shall call his  
name Jesus, for he will save his people from  
their sins.” Matthew 1:21

“ For Christ also suffered once for sins, the  
righteous for the unrighteous, that he might  
bring us to God.” 1 Peter 3:18

God promised to make His purpose for creation possible again. We now get to see how God can make right 
the vast fallout from sin that began with the first rebellion and continued in every human heart ever since. 
This is one beautiful, incredible story.

Can Anything Be Done?
The darkness of Chapter 2 cannot be emphasized enough. The totality of sin’s destructiveness has resulted 
in the utter despair of God’s Creation. All Humanity has been separated from God and is spiritually dead.  
All of Creation groans and erodes under the weight of the curse. There is no Harmony, no shalom. 

Is there any hope?
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We’re moving into Chapter 3—The Rescue. This is the Climax element of the story, where we see the 
protagonist (Jesus) revealed as the hero who will defeat the antagonist (Satan). The Hero, Jesus Christ—
God, Himself!—launches a rescue operation that only He could accomplish. Let’s see how the Hero, Jesus 
Christ, takes on evil—and wins.

Promise Made
Due to the Fall, Adam and Eve were removed from the Garden, sent out to live with the consequences of 
their sinful choices (Gen. 3:21–24). Even as Adam and Eve—and the rest of humanity ever since—suffered 
under the weight of sin (Rom. 5:12), God promised there would be an incredible rescue that would restore 
all that had been lost (Rom. 5:8).

Sin had to be dealt with for its penalty __________________________________ from the sinner;  
it required death (Rom. 6:23).

God promised to make a permanent end to all sin. He promised that one day sin and shame would  
be conquered fully and completely, for He would send a Savior to rescue them forever from their sin.

1. God initiates the rescue in Genesis 3:9 by pursuing Adam and Eve with the question,  

“______________________________________________?”

2. God makes a promise in Genesis 3:15 that He would send a Savior _________________________.

3. In God’s promise, “her seed” refers to _____________________________________ (Gen. 3:15).

4. The Savior is ______________________ who will defeat Satan by crushing his head (Rom. 16:20).

5. God initiates the first sacrifice (Gen. 3:21), pointing to the _______________________________.
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Promised Seed
But God’s __________________________________________ would prevail, often using the most 
unlikely characters:

n  Though Cain killed his brother Abel, Eve’s next child, Seth, would carry the seed (Gen. 4).

n  Though the earth was filled with violence, and God ultimately destroyed it by a flood,  
Noah and his family were spared (Gen. 6).

n  Though Abraham was old and advanced in years, God gave him a son (Isaac) to continue  
the promise (Gen. 17 and 21).

n  Though a Canaanite harlot, Rahab put her faith in Israel’s God and become a part of the lineage  
of Jesus (Matt. 1:5–6).

n  Though just a shepherd boy, David would become God’s chosen king for Israel. He would commit 
adultery and murder, but God’s promise went on in David’s family line (2 Sam. 7:16).

n  Old Testament prophets give details of the seed that is to come (Isa. 9:6, Isa. 53, Micah 5:2).

See the Appendix material, The Story: From Genesis to Revelation, for an overview of how God has moved 
His story after the Fall as recorded in the Old Testament.

“ The Bible is one long and detailed answer to one short and  
crucial question: Who is that Seed who was promised to come?”

—George Robinson1
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Narrative about Promise Made
Adam and Eve’s treasonous act drops the heavy darkness of the Fall upon God’s 
Creation. They run for cover in the garden, behind fig leaves, hoping to escape the sin 
that can’t be shaken. But the God of the Universe wouldn’t leave them there, cowering 
in the shadows. He searched for them, calling out for them, seeking to reestablish  
the relationship that sin broke. When He found them, He made a more suitable 
covering for them, using animal hides. 

God also spoke into their distress, promising that one day sin and all its consequences 
would be conquered fully and completely, for He would send a Savior to rescue them. 
The temporary covering of that first animal sacrifice pointed ahead to the permanent 
covering that would come through the Savior. This Savior was the Promise Made,  
the hope that would come through Adam and Eve’s family line. 

And so God’s people waited. They hoped for the Savior to come and remove the 
weight of sin. Throughout the ages, God continued to point to the hope of a Savior 
through people and circumstances. More than 300 of God’s promises were recorded, 
providing detailed prophecies of how this Savior would come and who He would be. 
God’s people looked ahead, trying to trust even as hope waned. 

When would God’s promise come to pass?
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Promise Kept
God’s people looked ahead for the promised Messiah, but never would they have expected for God to write 
Himself into the story the way He did by putting on a body, moving into the neighborhood, and becoming  
a servant who would ultimately die for our sins.

All God’s promises came to pass almost 2,000 years ago when God took on flesh—and became human  
in Jesus Christ. Only God could have written such a story! 

1. Jesus was conceived ___________________________________ in a virgin named Mary  

who was engaged to Joseph. 

 “ Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother  
Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was  
found to be with child from the Holy Spirit.” Matthew 1:18

2. Jesus is __________________________________________, revealing God’s love, compassion, 

mercy, and goodness.

 “ In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word  
was God.” John 1:1

 “Jesus said . . . ‘Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.’ ” John 14:9

 “For in [Jesus] all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell.” Colossians 1:19

3. Jesus ___________________________________________ and was the  

________________________________________________ person who ever lived.

 “ When [Jesus] saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they  
were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.” Matthew 9:36
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4. Jesus had _______________________________ over nature, sickness, evil spirits, and death.

 “ And the men marveled, saying, ‘What sort of man is this, that even winds  
and sea obey him?’ ” Matthew 8:27

 “ Now Simon’s mother-in-law was ill with a high fever, and they appealed to [Jesus] 
on her behalf. And he stood over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her.”  
Luke 4:38–39

 “ A man who had died was being carried out, the only son of his mother, and she  
was a widow. . . . And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her and . . . 
[Jesus] said, ‘Young man, I say to you, arise.’ And the dead man sat up and began 
to speak, and Jesus gave him to his mother.” Luke 7:12–15

5. Jesus had authority to _______________________________________.

 “[Jesus] said to the paralytic, ‘Son, your sins are forgiven.’ ” Mark 2:5

6. Jesus lived a ___________________________________________________ the Law of God.

 “ Jesus said, ‘Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; 
I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly, I say to you, until 
heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until  
all is accomplished.’ ” Matthew 5:17–18

 “ For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are,  
yet without sin.” Hebrews 4:15

7. Jesus ______________________________________ suffered and died on the cross for our sin.

 “ He was despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with 
grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we 
esteemed him not. Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we 
esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our 
transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement 
that brought us peace, and with his stripes we are healed.” Isaiah 53:3–5
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8. Jesus’ death was the ______________________ 

______________________________________  

for our sin.

 “ For Christ also suffered once for sins,  
the righteous for the unrighteous, that  
he might bring us to God.” 1 Peter 3:18

9. Jesus ____________________ from the dead on the third day, by which Satan’s defeat was sealed.

 “ For what I received I passed onto you as of first importance: that Christ died  
for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised  
on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Peter,  
and then to the Twelve.” 1 Corinthians 15:3–5 (NIV)

10. Jesus _________________________ to His Father forty days later where He reigns and rules  

as our Advocate.

 “ And when [Jesus] had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted 
up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.” Acts 1:9

11. Jesus left His promised presence for us, the _________________________________________.

 “ Nevertheless, I (Jesus) tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away,  
for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send 
him to you.” John 16:7

Explore: What do people look to for rescue?

Substitutionary Atonement is  
Jesus dying the death we should  
have died and paying the price  
for our sins (2 Cor. 5:21).
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Narrative about Promise Kept
Generation after generation, God’s people looked for the Savior. Many thought God 
would come in power, putting everything and everyone in its proper place. The Author 
was telling a different sort of story, however, one that displayed the beauty of His heart 
as well as His unilateral rule all in one fantastic plot twist. 

The foundation of this plot twist was the Savior’s miraculous and completely 
unexpected entry. The Savior came enrobed in our broken flesh, born as a human  
to a humble teenage girl—who was still a virgin. Who could believe a virgin would 
become pregnant? Even her fiancé had to be convinced by an angel to stay by her 
side and believer her claim. Together, they raised this God-Child, whom they named 
Jesus. Jesus had a physical body with hands and fingers, feet and toes, ears and 
eyes, a nose and a mouth. He came in weakness, humility, and vulnerability. Jesus  
was born human but at the same time was fully God. This is the beginning of His 
human story—the One who holds the cosmos in the palm of His hand. 

Jesus grew up and matured just as we all have. His human experience was like ours: 
He grew tired, endured pain, and experienced all human emotions. After working in 
His father’s carpentry business for many years, at age 30 He began walking from town 
to town, teaching in the synagogues and hanging out with people, performing many 
signs proving that He was God’s Promise Kept. He loved to be with people—so much 
so that eventually His enemies called Him a drunkard and partygoer. Despite these 
jabs, Jesus continued to heal people suffering from all sorts of diseases and ailments, 
including a woman who had suffered from hemorrhaging for 12 years. He opened the 
eyes of the blind, including a man who had been blind from birth. He healed disabled 
people, enabling them to walk once again, including a woman who had suffered 
from severe scoliosis for 18 years. He brought people back from the dead, including 
Jarius’s daughter and His own friend Lazarus. He freed people being oppressed  
by evil spirits, including the man who had lived a tormented life in a graveyard. 
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Narrative about Promise Kept (continued)
Many times Jesus showed His power over nature, calling the wind and waves  
into submission, calming storms, changing water into wine, even gathering up  
a miraculous catch of fish. When Jesus was near, nothing was impossible!

Many times He pronounced forgiveness over the debilitating guilt, shame, and fear 
that people were suffering under. He sent people out to live a life of joyful obedience 
to a loving and compassionate God—a very different God from the one the religious 
leaders presented. The religious leaders found Jesus’ pronouncement of forgiveness to 
be arrogant, even blasphemous—which it would have been if Jesus were a mere man. 
They didn’t understand that as God-in-the-flesh, He had the right to forgive sin. Jesus 
was full of compassion for those suffering under the weight of the Fall. The pain of the 
people moved Him to tears. Why would He cry over human brokenness? It’s because 
He entered into human suffering He encountered, just as He enters into ours today.

The religious leaders of the day were losing power and patience with Jesus. They 
began building a case against Him, and one of His own disciples betrayed Him, 
delivering Him into custody. False charges were brought against Him, and He was 
arrested. He endured rejection, ridicule, and abandonment by His closest friends. His 
enemies beat and tortured Him, then sent Him to die an excruciating death on a cross. 

On a cross one Friday night, on a hill in Jerusalem, Jesus suffered and died. Though 
it was scandalous, brutal, and grotesque, there was something beautiful about His 
death. With open arms, He offered His life to grant us all the love, acceptance, and 
forgiveness we need. Instead of God punishing the whole world for sin, Jesus took  
on the wrath in full on our behalf. This innocent Man died for crimes He did not 
commit. But His death meant more than His executioners could have ever imagined. 
By His death, Jesus was providing the perfect, spotless sacrifice for the crimes of 
Humanity. He died, and all of Creation reacted—the earth quaked, the sky grew dark. 
The Promise Kept, the God-Man, had breathed His last breath.
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Narrative about Promise Kept (continued)
The disciples took their Lord’s body and placed it in a tomb. On the third day, when 
the women went to the tomb, it was empty—Jesus was not there. An angel told them 
Jesus was no longer dead, but was alive once again—He had worked another miracle, 
bringing Himself back from the dead! In His death and then His resurrection, He 
conquered for all the effects of sin and death and Hell, paving the way for Humanity  
to be free from those threats once for all. This is victory, indeed! He won back for us 
the eternal life stolen from us so long ago.

Over the next 40 days, hundreds of people spent time with Jesus, testifying that He 
was alive. Then Jesus ascended into heaven, returning to the Father, entrusting His 
followers to spread the Good News of God’s Promise Kept. Jesus left His followers 
with His presence in the Person of the Holy Spirit, who is our Counselor and Comforter.

In His death, the perfect blood of Jesus—holy God and innocent Man—was spilled. His sacrifice provided 
the permanent covering for sin, forever conquering its grip on the souls of men and the wonder of creation.

The Beauty of Jesus, the Promise Kept
In all of history, there is no one else like Jesus. His compassion and care are renowned. He associated freely 
with those on the fringe of society—the poor, the ill, the unstable, the immoral. He welcomed children and 
women into His circle. He was the life of the party, so much so that His enemies called Him a drunkard and 
a sinner. He was humble and meek toward His enemies, even when they attacked His flawless character. 
Thousands of people followed Him around, and He didn’t mind.

The New Testament contains only some of the accounts of His life and interactions with people. Any of these 
stories can be crafted into a Narrative using the Propositions from the Gospels. A few are provided here,  
but more than 200 other Narratives can be accessed at WhyTheStory.com.
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Crafting the Narrative: The Rescue
Now it’s your turn to take the facts and propositions of God’s story and craft it into a narrative in your own 
words. Review the characteristics of a good narrative listed on pages 13–14 and keep those in mind as you 
develop your explanation of the Rescue. 

Describe God’s Promise Made in your own words.

ASK yOUrSELf:

Have I crafted God’s

story to make them wish

it were true? Does it tap

into the longings of

the human heart?
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Describe God’s Promise Kept in your own words.
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Explore: Practice your narrative out loud.

It has been said that if you practice something out loud five times you’ll know it. Practice sharing  
the narrative of God’s story with others to make it your own.

Narrative Transition from Rescue to Restoration
God’s Story had a glorious plot twist that no one expected. His Promise Made pointed 
to the greatest rescue of all time: The rescue of human souls from the darkness of the 
enemy’s camp. God planned for our rescue, made the arrangements, and stopped at 
nothing to accomplish it. Jesus, our beautiful Savior, the Promise Kept from ages past, 
has come. Because of Jesus, we are set free to worship and obey God just as God 
originally designed. In this world, we see but a shadow of all Jesus is for us. One day, 
we will see completely, and we will be full restored.
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“ Behold, I am making  
all things new.”

Revelation 21:5
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SESSION 5

The Restoration
What will the future hold?

“ Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth. . . .  
God himself will be with them as their God.  
He will wipe away every tear from their eyes,  
and death shall be no more, neither shall there  
be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore,  
for the former things have passed away.” 
Revelation 21:1, 3–4

God’s story has come to its resolution. Here in Chapter 4— 
The Restoration, we see that God, the story’s Hero, has settled  
the conflict. Let’s see now how God’s story comes to its beautiful fulfillment.

Resolution: A Universal Desire
C. S. Lewis once said that “creatures are not born with desires unless satisfaction for those desires exists.  
A baby feels hunger: well, there is such a thing as food. A duckling wants to swim: well, there is such a thing 
as water. Men feel sexual desire: well, there is such a thing as sex. If I discover within myself a desire which 
no experience in this world can satisfy, the most probable explanation is that I was made for another world.”1

Explore: Explain why there is a universal desire for happy endings.



 The Restoration 65

All Things New

1. God has promised a _________________________________________. 

 n  The New Earth will be like Eden again, only better: “For behold, I create new heavens  
and a new earth” (Isa. 65:17).

 n The New Earth will be filled with beauty and wonder (Rev. 21).

2. God has promised a ________________________________ of Creation.

 n The promises of restoration will be fulfilled, according to plan (Acts 3:19–21).

 n The deepest longings of humanity and creation will be fully satisfied (Rom. 8:22–23).

 n There will be perfect shalom with God (Isa. 11:6–9).

3. God has promised a complete restoration of ________________________.

n Restored  ______________________________________

   You will be forever with God, in a perfect relationship with Him: 

“ Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; 
but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see  
him as he is.” 1 John 3:2

n Restored  ______________________________________

  There will be no more sickness, aging, or death: 

“ He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, 
neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former 
things have passed away. And he who was seated on the throne said, ‘Behold,  
I am making all things new.’ ” Revelation 21:4–5

corymajors
Highlight
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n Restored  ______________________________________

   You will be in a perfect relationship with  
everyone in the new Heaven and Earth: 

“ After this I looked, and behold, a great  
multitude that no one could number, from  
every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before  
the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches  
in their hands.” Revelation 7:9

n Restored  ______________________________________

  You will have everlasting joy, peace, and purpose. There will be no more tears:

“ God will wipe away every tear from their eyes . . . neither shall there be 
mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed 
away.” Revelation 7:17, 21:4

n Restored  ______________________________________

   All people groups (every tongue, tribe, and nation) will be joined together in perfect harmony.  
There will be no more prejudice, no more elitism, no more wars:

“ There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there  
is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” Galatians 3:28

Michael Wilcock, in Restoring Broken Things, says that “all that is truly good and beautiful in this world  
will reappear [in the new heaven and new earth], purified and enhanced in the perfect setting its Maker 
intended for it; nothing of real value is lost.”2

“Behold, I am making  
all things new.” 

Revelation 21:5
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Narrative about All Things New
Our story is now reaching its glorious end. This is what we’ve been waiting for!

Why is it that when we read a story or watch a movie, we deeply desire that everything 
would turn out right in the end?

We have this desire because the Author has written eternity upon our hearts. The 
Author has planted within us anticipation and longing for a good ending because  
He has just such an ending in store for us.

God’s story is written so that everything that was lost in the Fall has been redeemed 
for us through Jesus, the Promise Kept. The redemption we have today is in part,  
but one day it will be ours in full. One day, God will make All Things New.

What will that be like? Everything will be restored to its original perfection, to the 
way God made it before the Fall. Creation will be renewed when God creates a New 
Heaven and New Earth, where everything will be restored to the way it was supposed 
to be. Harmony will return, upholding everything by perfect shalom. Creation and 
Humanity will be freed from the curse, functioning as God intended. There will be  
no more sorrow, conflict, sadness, or tears. No more wars, sickness, or death.  
No more deathly, destructive storms or earthquakes or volcanic eruptions. 

Imagine having perfect peace in all your relationships, with nothing to hide, nothing  
to fear. Imagine trusting and knowing God’s love so completely that you never have  
to wonder if He’s angry with you or if you have failed to please Him. Imagine living  
free from the fear of suffering and sickness and death and hell!

These things seem too good to be true, but that’s because we’ve never experienced 
such things before. Truly, all things will be new.
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Forever with God
In the New Heaven and the New Earth, we will live in perfect harmony and intimacy with our Creator— 
and with others. We will one day see Jesus face to face and be with God forever. 

“ No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb 
will be in it, and his servants will worship him. They will see his face, and his name 
will be on their foreheads. And night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp 
or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.” 
Revelation 22:3–5

According to these verses, being forever with God will be quite a different experience than life as we now 
know it. Here’s what forever will be like:

n There will be no more ____________________, which means we will be able to serve God  

without hindrance. 

n He will be in the city, and we will see His ____________________, which means we will enjoy 

uninterrupted intimacy with God.

n His name will be on our ____________________, which means His rightful ownership will cover us. 

n __________________________ will no longer exist, which means we will have nothing left to fear.

n We will ____________________________ forever, which means God will let us rule His Kingdom.

Explore: What do you think forever will be like? What will we do? What will God do?
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Narrative about Forever with God
God’s story is heading toward its glorious end with All Things New. It is promised  
to all who have put their faith in Jesus Christ’s perfect life, atoning death, and 
conquering resurrection, because key to this ending is being Forever with God.

What will it be like to see Jesus, the One who rescued us from the Fall and restored  
us to the Father? What will it be like to hear His voice and see the love in His eyes?

Imagine having complete fellowship and intimacy with Jesus, the One who loved us 
and died for us. Imagine spending eternity with Him in unbroken fellowship. Imagine 
knowing fully who we are and what God has made us to do: worship and obey God 
alone. Imagine having the wonderful privilege of reigning with Him and worshipping 
Him for all time—just as God had intended from the beginning.

This is the story that is beyond our wildest expectations and fulfills all our longings.
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Crafting the Narrative: The Restoration
Now it’s your turn to take the facts and propositions of God’s story and craft it into a narrative in your own 
words. Review the characteristics of a good narrative listed on pages 13–14 and keep those in mind as you 
develop your explanation of The Restoration. 

Describe All Things New in your own words.

ASK yOUrSELf:

Have I crafted God’s

story to make them wish

it were true? Does it tap

into the longings of

the human heart?
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Describe what forever with God means in your own words.

Explore: Practice your narrative out loud.

It has been said that if you practice something out loud five times you’ll know it. Practice sharing  
the narrative of God’s story with others to make it your own.
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KNOWLIVE

PART 2
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SESSION 6

The Story We Live
“ To be a follower of Jesus is to be called into the love story from which all love stories  
derive their meaning.” 
—Steven Curtis Chapman and Scotty Smith, Restoring Broken Things1

In Part 1: Know God’s Story, we learned about the story God has been telling throughout the ages.  
Now that we are more familiar with the plot line of God’s story—Creation, Fall, Rescue, Restoration— 
we are ready to move into Part 2: Live God’s Story. In this section, we will consider how knowing  
God’s story helps us live out God’s story.

God’s Story Governs the World

“This is God’s story, the account of his search for us.”
—Gordon Fee and Douglas Stuart, How to Read the Bible Book by Book 2

Part 1: Know God’s Story covered the plot line of the story God is crafting. It is the __________________ 
upon which history is hung, running from Creation to Fall to Rescue to Restoration. Within the elements  
of God’s story we see the thread of His mercy and grace that speaks of the Promised Savior, Jesus Christ. 
This thread is called the metanarrative and it points to God’s redemptive plan. 

God’s story governs the world, giving it shape and meaning. It does so, not in some impersonal, detached 
way, but rather it pulls us individually into it. We are in the midst of it. God’s story includes us: We are 
_______________________________ in the story God is telling, playing crucial roles in history.
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God’s Story Governs Our Lives

“ Such comprehensive stories give us the meaning of universal history. . . .To frame and give shape  
and meaning to our experience of life, all of us depend upon some particular story.”3

As participants in God’s story, our sub-stories are used by God to move His story forward. That means  
the plot lines of your life allow you to play a specific, important role. You have been written into God’s  
story for a specific purpose. Whatever you are facing in this life is significant and purposeful, not  
__________________________________________________, including:

n  _______________________________________________

n  _______________________________________________

n  _______________________________________________

Explore: What scenes, characters, and events in your life have been difficult to reconcile 
in light of God’s story?
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Because God’s story governs the world and your life, you can trust that everything you encounter in this life 
is to show God’s glory. 

Some parts of our stories are ushered in by _________________________________. God allows  
us to coauthor the storylines in our individual stories through various choices. As believers, we want to make 
choices that honor the Lord and lift high His redemptive plan.

“ The decisions we make today are the stories we will tell tomorrow.”
—Craig Groeschel4

Some parts of our stories are influenced by __________________________________. The advice and 
counsel we seek from others will have a huge impact on the story we share. This is what makes Christian 
community so vital: We have the power to edit each other’s stories as we give advice and make suggestions. 

Living in God’s Story

“ God is always doing 10,000 things in your life,  
and you may be aware of three of them.”
—John Piper5

If we are to live out of God’s story in the everyday happenings of our lives, we must grow in our  
_________________________________ of how God’s story governs both the world at large  
as well as our individual lives. 

This perspective comes as we learn how God’s story works to bring about redemption and extend grace  
to fallen man. Peter exhorts us to “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ”  
(2 Pet. 3:18). Growing in grace is the process by which we learn to filter every part of our lives through 
the lens of God’s story.
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Taking time to run your life through the framework of God’s story is one way to grow in grace. The following 
series of Explore questions give you time to think of your life and how all the scenes, characters, and events 
find purpose when viewed through God’s redemptive plan.

Explore: Craft the narrative of The Creation for how your individual story began, including 
your birthdate and place and the main characters in your family.
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Explore: Craft the narrative of The Fall for the obstacles you have faced in your story, 
including difficulties from childhood, teen years, and adulthood. 
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Explore: Craft the narrative of The Rescue for the ways you have tried to overcome  
the obstacles in life, including the people and places where you have found great hope, 
including the role God has played in giving you hope.



80 The Story

Explore: Craft the narrative of The Restoration for how you would like your story to end, 
including the legacy you want to leave and how you wish to be remembered. 
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When we see the elements of our own lives as part of the larger story that God is telling, we gain purpose 
and perspective. Everything—successes and failures, irritants and delights—can be seen through the lens 
of redemption. 

Alignment to God’s story is a process, something Christians refer to as __________________________. 
Through everyday routine happenings as well as once in a lifetime trials, we have opportunities to trust  
the story God is telling as the filter through which we interpret our own lives. Slowly, our own plot line comes 
into alignment with God’s, giving Him great glory.

Explore: Which parts of your story do you need to grow in grace in order to see them  
as part of God’s loving redemption in your life?

This is the _____________________________ you’ll need:

n Do you see yourself as a ________________________________ in the story God is telling? 

n Do you see yourself as a __________________________________________________?

n Do you trust the ________________________________ of your life to God’s control and help?

God has written you into His story for specific purposes: the person you are, the people you know, the places 
you live and move and have your being is all by design. Living in this perspective pulls life out of the to-do 
list/survival mentality and places it back into the epic adventure category. This is the story God is telling with 
your life.

Explore: Why is it important to interject your story with God’s story for: (1) yourself,  
(2) your church community, and (3) your unsaved friends.
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KNOWSHARE

PART 3
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SESSION 7

The Story We Share
“ We all need fresh encounters with Jesus for our evangelism  
to ring with authenticity. We need fresh encounters with Jesus  
to remain our authentic selves.” 
—Jonathan Dodson1

Knowing Leads to Living Which Leads to Sharing
Not only that, we will long for others to find their purpose and meaning in God’s story too—and we’ll begin 
to _______________________________ to join us in His story. 

It’s Not Just a Story—It’s the Story

The biblical metanarrative provides a framework in which we interpret our lives in light of who God is  
and who we are as His creation. God’s story shapes us. We do not write ourselves into God’s storyline,  
rather God writes us into His story. In this sense, God’s story is an ongoing story—and we’re a part of it!

We are ____________________________ in the story God is telling. We just need to be  
_____________________________________.

God has called Christians to be storytellers who tell His story (Matt. 28:19–20). Therefore, it’s important  
to understand the difference between a __________________________________________ and  
a _________________________________. We can become __________________________  
from God’s storyline. A Gospel conversation requires a level of _____________________________.
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Starting Gospel Conversations
The more you see your role in God’s story, the more you will see traces and echoes of it in your everyday 
life—especially in your encounters with others. 

Make it your aim to listen to every conversation with __________________________. Listen for a way 
to turn your conversation toward God’s story. Watch with __________________________ for situations 
that mirror God’s plot line so you have a way to speak of the story that governs the world.

Here are a few simple examples of everyday situations and conversations that can be used as entry points 
to the Gospel. It’s important for you to interject your own story into these conversations, sharing your 
beginnings, your fall, your hope, your restoration.

n Dysfunctional family: When you hear of family troubles, assure them it’s common,  
they are not alone, that it’s been this way since the first family—but there was a time when  
it wasn’t that way, when there wasn’t strife and conflict and hurt. Share how sin has made  
a mess of relationships, and that’s why Jesus came: to reconcile us to one another and God  
by dealing with our sin problem.

n Troubles in the World: When you hear of terrible happenings around the world, confirm  
how it bothers you too and how knowing how God’s story ends, that He will set everything  
straight in the end, gives you hope even in the midst of a world gone crazy.

n Searching for Purpose/Meaning: When you hear people trying to figure out life, affirm that  
this is a universal quest to fulfill the universal desire for everything to work out right in the end.  
Professor C. S. Lewis says we aren’t satisfied here because we were made for another world.  
Explain why you think he’s right and how that has played out in your search for purpose.

n facing Death: When speaking about death, ask about the chapter that comes after this life— 
what will that be like? Listen, then say you’ve done some reading on it and now trust God’s Word  
that promises a life that never ends, where all the pain of this life won’t follow.
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Humility Required
Sometimes it is difficult to see those traces of God’s 
glory in man, marred as we are by sin. In reality, 
there are only two sorts of people in the world: 
sinners who have come under the rescue of Jesus 
Christ and sinners who are still under God’s wrath. 
We are all sinners—believers and nonbelievers 
alike. As believers, we have come under God’s mercy 
and grace and are now commissioned to invite others to share in the same rescue we have received.

Honoring God’s Image in Others
Most of us have formed attitudes toward the lost that are clearly unbiblical. James exhorts us to guard our 
attitudes toward others, which spill forth from our mouths: “With [our tongues] we bless our Lord and Father, 
and with it we curse people who are made in the likeness of God. From the same mouth come blessing  
and cursing. My brothers, these things ought not to be so” (James 3:9–10, NAS).

Be mindful of a ________________________________ to telling and inviting others to the rescue: 
______________________________. We see ourselves as having the ____________________. 

The truth is that _________________________ bears God’s image. Discover the way that they distinctly 
_________________________ our Creator.

It’s likely that in some ways, the lost person you talk to will surpass you in some area of character or morals. 
That’s because each of us has a unique way we reflect God’s glory. The trouble for nonbelievers is not that 
they are completely lacking character or morals or gifts—the trouble is that they are still under God’s wrath 
because they do not yet know Jesus Christ.

Explore: Who do you dislike most? How does that person reflect God’s image?

“Kindness makes a person attractive.  
If you would win the world, melt it,  

do not hammer it.”
—Alexander MacLaren2



“ Jesus treats each person he meets with dignity and respect—despite the shame  
that accompanies the sin in their lives. One of the most important lessons we can learn 
from Jesus is this: to see beyond the exterior of the person, especially beyond their 
sin, and to treat them with honor and with love.” 
—Jerram Barrs, Learning Evangelism from Jesus 3
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When you are speaking with nonbelievers:

1. Be a good listener—have Gospel ears.

2. Be tolerant—in a biblical way.

“ Encouragement is noticing God’s reflection in other people’s 
strengths and gifts, then verbally affirming what we see.” 
—Tullian Tchividjian, Unfashionable 4

Everyone reflects the image of his or her Creator. It is our responsibility to point out God’s reflection  
in people’s lives. Jesus _________________________ the image of God in people.

“ [We should] encourage non-Christians, since verbal affirmation awakens in them the realization  
that they’re more than a cog in a machine. Encouragement stirs up real humanness in people,  
which causes them to reflect on who they are as creatures made in God’s image. Encouraging  
them causes them to taste and see that they were meant to live for so much more. This is a powerful 
form of evangelism.” 
—Tullian Tchividjian, Unfashionable 5
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Inviting Others into God’s Story
God’s redemption is cosmic in scope. It includes our own salvation, but it is not just that. Redemption  
is for all of creation! Everything will be restored and renewed, and God invites us to see it all unfold!

Sharing God’s invitation is as simple as combining Part 1: Know the Story with Part 2: Live the Story. You  
get to weave together how God’s beautiful story of redemption has made your story something worth living. 

As you share, be sure to include an invitation for the person to enter into God’s narrative. Ask specifically: 

 Would you like to enter fully into God’s story?

 Would you like to yield your life to God’s Authorship?

 Are you ready to live out of God’s story instead of your own?

Here are some other points you may want to explain:

n God invites each of us into His narrative: It’s His story. He’s the Author.

n We submit our lives—our sub-stories—to His hand, His use.

n The Climax of God’s story is the cross and resurrection, where Jesus, the Messiah, paid the penalty  
for your sin.

n By entering God’s story, you turn from those things that are not pleasing to Him to rest fully on Jesus 
alone and His work on the cross, which is God’s provision for your sin, and claim Him to be the Author, 
Savior, King, and Ruler of your story.
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Reaching Your World
Sometimes Gospel conversations are onetime encounters. But most of the time, Gospel conversations are 
ongoing, carried on in the midst of relationships where you can cultivate the deposits of truth you’ve planted 
over the long haul.

Our God is relational. He pursues relationships with lost people, drawing their hearts to Himself by His great 
love and mercy. We are to follow His lead, pursuing relationships with lost people and loving them as Jesus 
loves us. You have a network of people God has placed you in for this very reason!

“ In relational evangelism, you are impacting  
and being impacted.” 
—Leonard Sweet6

Your Circle of Influence
*Content from this section was adapted from Edward Scearce and oikos materials.

There is a biblical term for this circle of influence. The Greek word for this is oikos (oy’-kos). It means 
household. It is in this smaller circle of influence that God has placed you to share His story in practical 
ways. God is continually bringing people in and out of your oikos, your circle of influence, so that you may  
be a positive influence in their lives for the Gospel.

It’s always helpful to put it on paper, so, first, list everyone you come into regular contact with and have 
relationship with. It is important in this step not to be selective, but simply to list all the names. Think of 
family, friends, acquaintances, and associates. Ask God to remind you of anyone you may have missed— 
it could be someone at the grocery store or the bank or the gym or at your kids’ school. Add them to the list.
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Looking at your list, cross off those who are believers and are walking with the Lord Jesus. 
Now, prayerfully seek God’s wisdom, and from the remaining names, identify 8 to 10 people 
you will actively share God’s story with. It may be just one to two or even three people. 
What’s important is for you to be intentional and become engaged in their lives, using  
Gospel eyes and ears. Begin to incorporate the Gospel conversationally at any opportunity 
you find. The point is to speak well and often of God’s amazing story of grace and mercy  
so that everyone who hears will be drawn to Him through all that He’s done for you.

Ask God to give you one Gospel conversation each week. Listen with  
Gospel ears for conversations that could turn to the beauty of God’s story.

Consider every interaction with friends, neighbors, and strangers  
as God-divined appointments. Look for an open door to the Gospel with  
every person you meet. (See Colossians 4:3.)

Just a reminder: Many Gospel conversations result when you are 
intentional. It’s true that when you aim at nothing, you’ll hit it every time.

Feast on This Bread
What we focus on is what we will think about, and this is what we will 
___________________________ in daily experience. 

We need to _______________________ on God’s story so that we know it,  
live it, and share it.

If you want to live in light of God’s story, you’ll need to dwell on it. If God’s story governs  
the universe and gives meaning and purpose to our individual lives—and it does!—
then we should be enamored by it. The story should beckon us to read it again and 
again. We should feed its truth to our hearts so our thoughts dwell on the beauty  
of its rescue and restoration.

you get to share the greatest story ever written.

      Explore: Who’s in Your Circle
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Equipping the community
n Identify other opportunities within  

your church to help others be equipped  
to Know, Live, and Share God’s story.

n Deepen your knowledge of God’s story  
by going through The Story Guide. 
SpreadTruth.com/store

n Consider hosting or attending a Spread Truth 
training seminar. TheStoryTraining.com

Here we are, at the end of The Story Guide Primer Edition. You may be wondering . . .

Building community

n Host a Life as We Know It group with your 
family, neighbors, and/or your small group. 
This innovative discussion tool enables 
participants to craft and share their life 
stories in a pattern derived from God’s story 
of redemption. www.LifeAsWeKnow.It

This curriculum was designed to help you know, live, and share God’s story.  

Our hope is that knowing, living, and sharing God’s story would become a normal 

part of your everyday life. Every new pattern takes some intentionality to establish. 

Here are three ways to make the most of what you’ve learned about God’s story:

Reaching the community
n Initiate Gospel conversations with others in the public spaces you frequent, such as a local park, 

to engage them with The Story App (available for free download on your mobile device) or via 
The Story Conversation Tool. ViewTheStory.com/Apps

n Join hundreds of other believers in NYC next summer for a Spread Truth Mission Experience 
designed to help build confidence and offer real-life opportunities to share The Story with others 
who don’t know Jesus. SpreadTruth.com/NyC

now 
what?
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PART 1: KNOW GOD’S STORY

SESSION 1: God’s Story

p. 13 story tellers / story seekers

  well-developed

p. 14 identify and empathize / laugh and cry

  hope

  depicting life

  it ought to be

  Supernatural or Another

   Beauty (self sacrifice, courage,  
love, compassion, grace, etc.)

  Conquering Evil

  Reconciliation

  Redemption

  Certain Defeat

  Endings

p. 16 The Creation / Exposition

  The Fall / Rising Action

  The Rescue / Climax

  The Restoration / Resolution

p. 17 alone

  big

  plot line

  grace

  participants

p. 18 New Heaven and New Earth

   Jesus Himself (His self sacrifice,  
love, compassion, grace, etc.)

  Jesus’ power over sin, disease, and death

  Jesus reconciled us to the Father

   stories of people with Jesus: Zacchaeus, 
Nicodemus, the woman at the well, etc.

  The Resurrection

  Eternity with Jesus

p. 19 compelling

  a participant

  deep longings

SESSION 2: The Creation

p. 23 main character

  eternal

  Triune

  talking God

p. 24 Creator of everything

  King / Sovereign Ruler

  holy / righteous Judge

  love, compassion, mercy, and goodness

p. 25 holy

  unchanging
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p. 26 to glorify God

  Vastness

  Majesty

  unique

  life could be sustained

  incredibly beautiful

p. 27 Highlight

  to rule and subdue

  communion / intimacy

  fruitful and multiply / work and children

   being able to communicate, loving others, 
showing kindness, being creative, etc.

p. 29 God

  Creation

  Each Other

SESSION 3: The Fall

p. 37 for their good

  test their trust and loyalty to Him

  restrictive

  judgment and consequences

  fallen angel

  distorted

  deceived

  could be like God

p. 38 disobeyed

  rebellion

p. 40 spiritual / physical

  hide / guilt, fear, and shame

  pain in her childbearing

  pain in his physical labor

  dominate and rule over

  cast out

  subject to

p. 42 reconciled to God / forgiven of sin 

  physical suffering and death

  self-condemnation, guilt, and shame

p. 43 harmony restored

   self-righteousness / true righteousness  
and good works

SESSION 4: The Rescue

p. 49 required payment

  Where are you

  to defeat Satan

  the Savior

  our Rescuer

  ultimate sacrifice for sin

p. 50 sovereign plan 

p. 52 by the Holy Spirit

  God in bodily form

  loved people / kindest, most compassionate

p. 53 authority

  forgive sin

  sinless life and perfectly fulfilled 

  willingly, obediently, and sufficiently

p. 54 substitutionary atonement

  arose

  returned 

  Person of the Holy Spirit



SESSION 5: The Restoration

p. 65 New Heaven and a New Earth

  complete restoration

  Humanity

  spiritually

  physically

p. 66 socially

  emotionally

  morally

p. 68 curse

  face

  foreheads

  Darkness

  reign

PART 2: LIVE GOD’S STORY

SESSION 6: The Story We Live

p. 74 framework

  participants

p. 75 by random chance

  Every scene you are in

  Every character you encounter

  Every event you face

p. 76 our own decisions

  friends and family

  perspective

p. 81 sanctification

  mindset 

  participant 

  unique creation 

  circumstances

PART 3: SHARE GOD’S STORY

SESSION 7: The Story We Share

p. 84 invite others

  participants / good storytellers

  Gospel presentation / Gospel conversation

  detached / vulnerability

p. 85 Gospel ears / Gospel eyes

p. 86 major obstacle / our attitude

  answers

  everyone

  reflect

p. 87 affirmed

p. 90 live out

  feast
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The Story: From Genesis to Revelation

God has used many, many chapters of history to move these plot lines forward—some are recorded  
in the Bible, other chapters are told through our very own lives. We are most familiar with our own stories,  
of course, but it is extremely helpful to know the accounts documented in the Bible. Here we learn how  
God has been moving throughout history, which gives us that big story perspective that we need. Although 
we have narrowed the Bible’s major plot lines down to Creation, Fall, Rescue, and Restoration, it is good  
to know the progression of the story as a whole, from Genesis to Revelation. The following outline from 
Telling God’s Story by Preban Vang and Terry Carter helps with that:

Creation: The story begins with God creating the world and human beings.

Crisis: Humans choose to revel (or sin) against God. Sin brings consequences: pain, suffering, death,  
and separation from God. All people and all creation are affected.

Covenant: God choose Abraham and establishes a covenant with him so that he might become  
the leader of a group of people who will follow God and call other people to follow God. God delights  
in using his people to bring the rest of the world to himself.

Calling Out: Genesis tells the story of the patriarchs: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob (Israel), and Joseph,  
who ends up in Egypt. In Egypt the small group of Hebrews grows into a nation and ends up in slavery.  
God uses Moses to deliver his people through the exodus event.

Conquest: God uses Joshua to help his people take the promised land (Canaan). After the conquest  
during the Period of Judges, God rules through judges in various parts of the land. This is a dark time  
of the Hebrews accentuated with sin, idolatry, and oppression.

Kingdom: God’s people acquire a king. Samuel is the link between the judges and the kings. Saul  
is the first king, followed by David and his son Solomon. God establishes a covenant with David, promising 
the Messiah will come through his family line and reign forever.
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Kingdom Divided: After Solomon civil war breaks out leading to a division of the kingdom: Israel,  
the Northern Kingdom; Judah, the Southern Kingdom. There are numerous kings, some good but most bad.

Captivity: Israel (Northern Kingdom) is judged for the sin of breaking the covenant when Assyria conquest 
it in 722 BC, and Judah receive a similar judgment later when Babylon conquers it in 586 BC and takes 
Judah’s people into exile.

Coming Home: The people return from Babylonian exile under Zerubbabel, Ezra, and Nehemiah.  
They rebuild the temple and focus on the law of God.

Christ: About four hundred years later, God sends his Son, Jesus the Christ, to save his people from their 
sins, fulfilling the promise given to Abraham. Jesus is crucified, dies, is raised from the dead, and ascends 
into heaven to return again later.

Church: Those who accept Jesus become part of the church, the people of God made up of both Jews  
and Gentiles. God continues to use his people to extend his offer of salvation to a sinful world.

Consummation: God closes history with a final victory over evil. Those who have rejected God will suffer 
his judgment while those who have received him will live with him in a new heaven and a new earth.
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