THE WESLEY CIRCUIT –
November 2015

From Our Pastor
Do you remember the first time you rode your bicycle on only
two wheels? Training wheels were removed. Mom or dad held
the back of your seat to give you a running start. After a few
wobbles of the handlebars, you were off and running, despite
your doubts. You had just learned a new skill. And with that
skill, a whole new world was opened to you.
Fast forward 20 years. Some can take basic bike skills and
hone them to such a level that they now ride their bicycle for
112 miles during an Ironman competition or join with others
in the Tour de France to cover roughly 2200 miles. All of a sudden, in those circumstances, a
simple skill can take on a whole new meaning.
In the church, we experience a similar reality. We learn simple skills when we first begin to
follow Christ. As we grow, we learn that simple skills can be taken to incredible heights as we
give ourselves to practicing them.
This year, our Consecration Sunday theme is Growing and Serving Together. When we serve
the Lord in the context of Wesley UMC, we are all growing in our faith. This process never ends,
does it? We learn from Children’s Church that we are to love one another. We then spend the
rest of our lives practicing that skill, taking it to new levels. We learn that serving others honors
and blesses Christ, even as we ourselves are blessed in that process. Yet we discover new
blessings from serving each year as we give ourselves to it. The same is true with our giving.
Each year, around this time, we celebrate Consecration Sunday, where we prayerfully consider
how God wants to empower the ministry of Wesley through us. This year, we will celebrate it on
November 15. On that day, we will have the opportunity to practice the spiritual discipline of
giving. We will all approach this act of worship from a variety of places, but we can grow and
serve together.
We will all approach this from different levels of giving – but one thing is for sure: when we take
giving to a whole new level, what we find is not that we have less, but that we have so much
more. We have been blessed to be a blessing. So will you commit to growing and serving
together in 2016? I get excited when I think of what God is able to do in a church when God’s
people commit to a vision of seeing the Kingdom grow and thrive. I believe God wants to do
that. And when we give ourselves to this process, we see how even a simple skill can be taken to
whole new heights.

Rev. Bob
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Sunday, November 8. Last day to order will
be Monday, December 7. Watch the bulletin
and website for more details!

CHRISTMAS
CANTATA
REHEARSALS

EIU BLANKET DRIVE
RETURNS IN NOVEMBER

Rehearsals for this year’s
Christmas cantata have
begun. If you don’t usually sing with the
choir but would like to participate in the
cantata, please come to rehearsals in the
choir room (room 122) on Wednesdays at
7:00 PM. The cantata will be sung in both
worship services on Sunday December 13th.

For the past two years, Wesley UMC has
collected blankets during November which
were distributed to local children by EIU
students participating in the One Stop
Community Christmas program. Each year,
generous WUMC folks donated between 150
and 200 blankets. The EIU program goal this
year is 2,000 blankets. Blankets can be any
kind and size, and will be collected at Wesley
throughout the entire month of November.
Bring your donations to the display in the
sanctuary entryway on Sunday mornings or
any time during the week. Please consider
donating a blanket (or more than one!) to
help a child in need of warmth this winter.

WILL YOU BE
LEAVING
FOR THE
WINTER?
If you are a snow bird
who goes to warmer climes during the
winter months, please let us know so that we
can keep in touch while you are gone.
Please send your information to Rosalie
Addison
in
the
church
office
at
raddison@charlestonwesley.org, call the
office (217-345-3917) during the week, or
make note of your winter address on your
Making Connections card on Sunday
morning. Be sure to
include the date you are
leaving and the date you
will be returning. Bon
voyage, and have a safe,
happy winter!

IT’S ALMOST
POINSETTIA TIME
It’s almost time to order
poinsettias to decorate the
sanctuary for the Advent and
Christmas seasons. Live poinsettias will be
available for $15 each; you may take your
live poinsettia home after Christmas Eve
worship. Silk poinsettias, which stay at the
church, may be sponsored for $10 each. All
proceeds from sponsorship will be applied to
our Advent Mission Offering. Order forms
will be available in the bulletin beginning
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Happy Birthday
to the following
Wesley folks!
Stan Adkins
Vauhnee Baptist
Luke Bonnstetter
Lisa Braden
Aden Choate
Payton Davis
Trevor Doughty
Shirley Enslen
Tom Finley
Conner Griffin
Jean Hawkins
Kay Helton
Randy Jackson
Lynn Johnson
Ben Lanman
Cheryl Laursen
Gale McElwee
Alan Metzger
Eli Sidwell
Jeff Stewart
David Stoltz
Jeannie Walters
Mary Kay Spannagel

‘TIS ALMOST THE SEASON
It’s almost that time of year again! There is
something moving and special about seeing
our church decorated for the seasons of
Advent and Christmas. YOU are invited to
CHURCH DECORATION DAY which will take
place SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22 from 2:00 –
4:00PM. We will have decorations out and
ready to be placed throughout the building
so the decorating should go quickly. Hot
chocolate, coffee and Christmas treats will be
available, and we will have Christmas music
playing throughout the building to help us
get into the Christmas Spirit! All help is
appreciated, even if you can just stop by for
15 or 30 minutes. Get into the holiday spirit
by giving a little of your time on the 22nd!

WALKING IN THE BUILDING
Now that the weather is
getting chillier, we would
like to remind you that
you are free to walk the
halls at Wesley Monday –
Friday whenever the
building is open. The
northwest door opens around 6AM and stays
open until approximately 6PM. The west
entrance is open from 9AM – 4PM. Hope to
see you staying fit this winter!

Ruth Ann Craig
Quintin Davis
Richard Durham
Ruth Ann Finley
Erin Fleming
Gary Hawker
Abigail Held
Linda Inman
Skyler James
Keith Kohanzo
Greta Larson
Amy Lynch
Dick McKay
Elise Ramsey
Margaret Speer
Cherie Sutliff
John White
Al Young

A warm welcome to our newest members
who joined Wesley UMC
on Sunday, October 11, 2015:
Tina Green
Janice Kahl
Dena R. Kniess
and
Clinton & Jean Replogle

If the only prayer you say in your entire life is
thank you, it will be enough.
~Meister Eckhart (1260-1328)
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suggestions, to tell us of anyone needing visits
or prayers, or to volunteer your help in one of
our caring groups, contact the church office by
phone (217-345-3917), email me directly at
jkahl@charlestonwesley.org, or call my cell
phone (915) 540-2362. You can help us be
known as Wesley – the church that shows it
cares about helping others. Together we can
make certain that Christ’s direction of loving
and caring for others is met.

Thoughts
from Pastor
Janice Kahl
I have never been able
to choose a church in
which to place my
membership because I have spent my entire
adult life as either a United Methodist clergy
wife or, after his death, a UM local pastor.
After my retirement as a full-time pastor, I
moved to Charleston to be near my daughter,
son-in-law, and five-year-old granddaughter. I
had visited other churches in this area; but the
moment I stepped into worship at Wesley that
first Sunday, no one knowing I was a retired
pastor, I was welcomed and shown hospitality.
I worshiped in a service in which I knew my
soul would be filled and challenged and I
would be able to live out my faith. I was met
by both chancel and bell choir members who
invited me into their midst. I knew that first
Sunday that Wesley UMC was where I wanted
to be! Thank you to those of you who,
unknowingly, showed the love of Christ to me!

Blessings to you and yours,

Pastor Janice
STEPHEN
MINISTERS
CARE
Fall is definitely in the
air! This means the
beginning of a new
school year and cool,
crisp days. You were certain that fall would
be the start of better times, but you’re still
stressed, discouraged, and feeling down. You
don’t have to go through difficult times alone.
Our Stephen Ministers are ready to provide
you with confidential, one-to-one, Christian
care and support to help you get through a
tough time. So don’t keep it all inside and
struggle alone. Our Stephen Ministers are
there to care. To learn more about how a
Stephen Minister can be there for you,
contact Nancy Marlow at by e-mail at
nmarlow@charlestonwesley.org, or you can
call the church office, (217) 345-3917.

Congregational care has always been an
important part of my calling to follow the
Lord. I am excited to continue that calling
as I now serve you as Pastor of Congregational
Care. The staff and those already involved in
caring ministries are looking for ways in
which the care of our congregation can be
improved to make sure needs of the frail, the
ill, and the lonely are met. I will be rotating
through the church school classes and other
groups to get your input. Our church will not
be effective if we do not know of needs.
Everyone can be a part of caring for others.
There is a place for you. To give input or
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and has collected the leftover, imperfect (but
useable) fruits and vegetables that would
otherwise go to waste. So far, SoSA has
distributed more than 2.2 billion servings of
food, free of charge to food banks, food
pantries, soup kitchens, and shelters at work
in 48 states.
As summer turns to fall, the Society of St.
Andrew gleaning programs become even
more active, and multiple gleaning events
using several thousand volunteers take place.
Food saved and distributed by SoSA from
January – September 2015 totals: 20,835,882
pounds (62.5 Million Servings) using 20,209
volunteers

DINNERS FOR 6, 7 OR 8
The Dinners Group will start a new round of
dinners in November. If you have been
thinking of joining the group, or if you would
like additional information, please contact
Nancy Marlow at (217) 345-3917 or by email
at nmarlow@chalrestonwesley.org, as soon
as possible.

If you would like to donate to the Society of
St. Andrew, please make your check out to
Wesley UMC with SoSA on the memo line or
visit our website at charlestonwesley.org and
click on the $ button at the bottom of the
page. If you prefer to make a cash donation,
there are blue mission offering envelopes in
the pew backs. Thank you very much for
your support.

NOVEMBER

MISSION PROJECT:
SOCIETY OF ST. ANDREW

Your Missions Work Area

The Missions Work Area has designated
Society of St. Andrew (SoSA) as our
November Missions Project. The Society of
St. Andrew is America's premier food rescue
and distribution ministry that partners with
people of all faiths so that America's hungry
might be fed out of the abundance we have
been provided.

THANKSGIVING
DAY WORSHIP
Rev. Swickard will lead a worship service in
the Wesley sanctuary at 10:00AM on
Thanksgiving Day (Thursday, November 26).
The one-hour service will be informal and will
include a time for those present to share
thanks for God’s gifts this past year.
Please bring your family and join us!

For 36 years, the Society of St. Andrew has
coordinated farmers, donors, and volunteers
who glean fields after commercial harvest
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WESLEY BIBLE GARDEN – NOVEMBER 2015
Our hard efforts, a lot of luck, and truly by the grace of God, we’ve had a
bounty of delicious fruits and vegetables to enjoy throughout the season.
The Bible garden is no exception. Cucumbers, melons, garlic, onions and
leeks have been a part of our summer crops.
Leeks, Onions, Garlic (Allium) – Cucumber (Cucumis) – Melon (Citrullus)
These can be taken together because they are all mentioned in the same Scripture verse.
Numbers 11:5-6….’We remember the fish which we ate freely in Egypt, the cucumbers, the
melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic; but now our whole being is dried up; there is
nothing at all except this manna before our eyes!” (NKJV) The Israelites complained as they
followed Moses through the wilderness, seeking the Promised Land. They longed for the
refreshing fruits of their past.
As this year’s growing season closes, we can reflect upon the many gifts God has provided and we
can be thankful.
Have a Joyful Thanksgiving and Happy Gardening!

Terri Farley
Gifts have been given to
Wesley’s Memorial Fund
in memory of
Robert Sherwood.
Our sympathy is expressed to
Eli Sidwell and his family
on the death of his sister,
Lois Sidwell
on September 23, 2015;
to Cathy Senior
on the death of her brother
Mike Voyles
on October 6, 2015
and to Jeff Vanatta and his family
on the death of his father
Jon Vanatta
on October 25, 2015.

Angel and mitten trees!
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Wesley will once again have
an Angel Tree and a Mitten
Tree. The Angel Tree will be
up on Sunday, November 22
and the Mitten Tree will
replace it on December 15.
Watch your worship bulletin
for more info!
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Phone: 217-345-3917
Fax: 217-345-3922
www.charlestonwesley.org
Follow us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/charlestonwesley

OUR SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
Worship - 8:30 & 10:45 AM
A Time of Fellowship
takes place at 9:30AM
SURGE at 9:45
Sunday School for all ages - 9:50AM

Have a wonderful Thanksgiving!
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