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VBS DATES ARE SET!
Ways YOU Can Be Involved
in the Life of Wesley Church!
PAGE 1 – Volunteer to help at
this summer’s VBS

PAGE 2 – Help us “Change the
World” by donating peanut butter
for local kids OR help others by
signing up to be a Handy Person
PAGE 3 – Mark your calendar for
our upcoming Family Movie
Night
PAGE 4 – Attend, or tell others
about, our newest support group
PAGE 5 – Donate to the May
Mission Project
PAGE 5 – Send a card or make a
call to someone having a birthday
in May
PAGE 6 – Grab a buddy and sign
up to be a Sign Changer
PAGE 6 – Mark the annual Great
Day of Music on your calendar,
then invite and bring someone
with you to enjoy the music
PAGE 7 – Peruse the church
calendar and highlight things that
appeal to YOU! Make sure you
attend at least one of them 

Vacation Bible School 2016 will
take place July 18 – 22 (Mon – Fri)
from 9 – 11 a.m. Are you recently
retired
and
searching
for
meaningful volunteer work? Would you welcome the
chance to spend time with youngsters? Are you a
stay-at-home mom or dad? A high school student or
college student? There is no official training, just a
meeting or two to get the program laid out for
everyone and to see who fits best in what role. Cindy
Ebinger would be happy to answer any questions you
may have or give you (or them) more information.
Drop her an email – cebinger@charlestonwesley.org,
or call the church office at 217-345-3917.

GRADUATION SUNDAY
May 15 will be the day we
recognize and celebrate our
2016 graduates. If you have
someone in your family that
is either graduating from
high school or college, please
send an email to Cindy at
cebinger@charlestonwesley.
org or call the church office at 217-345-3917 to be
sure they are included. Please give us their name,
parents’ name, school graduating from and future
plans (if applicable).

1|Page

filters, cleaning out gutters, raking leaves,
and other light maintenance or yard
work.

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN
JOINING WESLEY UMC?
Rev. Swickard will be scheduling our next
New Member Class on an upcoming
Sunday afternoon: either May 15 or May
22. Interested? Contact the church office
at
345-3917
OR
email us at
charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com to let
us know which date works best for you.

YOU CAN HELP
“CHANGE THE WORLD”
Wesley UMC will join other United
Methodist churches across our nation in
an effort to “Change the World.” This
year’s projects will provide much needed
assistance to our community: those who
need nutritional help for their children
and those homebound who need help
with maintenance needs such as changing
light bulbs or smoke detector batteries or

We will collect jars of peanut (and other
nut) butter to be given to the Charleston
Area Churches Food Pantry and the CHS
Food Pantry for use by underprivileged
children and their families during the
summer. These children are able to get
plenty of nourishment through the school
breakfast/lunch programs, but summers
become problematic. We will collect the
jars of peanut butter (any size, any brand,
any kind) on Sundays May 15 and 22 (or
any time in between those dates). In lieu
of peanut butter you can donate money
which will be divided among the pantries.
We have started a list of adults and teens
who would like to be a part of our new
Handyman, Handywoman, Handy-youth
team willing to help our elderly and
homebound members by doing menial
tasks which they can no longer do.
Saturday, May 14 and Sunday, May 15 are
designated as National UM Change the
World Weekend. We hope to have a
brigade of workers who can do some
needed yard and home maintenance work
that weekend. If you would like to join
this group of willing workers, please
indicate this on your Making Connections
card at worship any Sunday between now
and then. OR you can call the church office
(217-345-3917) or speak with Pastor
Janice Kahl to volunteer. (Continued…..)
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(Change the World, Continued…)
If you can no longer do these maintenance
tasks in your own home or yard and could
use our help, or if you know someone else
who could, please call the church office or
contact Pastor Janice with your needs.
Both projects need your help on these
worthy works of service! From the
youngest to the oldest, there is a way you
can help. A chain is only as strong as the
weakest link. Bring jars of peanut butter
or monetary donations for Charleston’s
needy children, and volunteer to help our
elderly or needy with basic maintenance
in their homes. Please join Wesley UMC as
we “Change the World” for others!

NEWS
FROM
TROOP 141
On their Spring
Break camping
trip the troop
visited the Frazier Military Museum and
the Louisville Slugger Factory in
Louisville,
and
toured
Mammoth
Cave. Another campout was held at
Rhodes-France Scout Reservation. Since
then, Wesley’s boy scouts have been
kayaking on Lake Charleston, canoeing on
the Embarrass River, and camping and
kayaking at Lake Sara.

Seven new members have joined the
troop and have chosen the Black Knights
as their patrol name.
Part of Joe Thomas’s plans for his Eagle
Project include providing an outdoor
bench for his church, which will be
manufactured from plastic container caps
that he collects, 200 pounds of
them! Acceptable caps can come from
medicine bottles, drink bottles, and milk
jugs. Lids are of the kind found on
mayonnaise jars, cottage cheese, and
Kool-Whip containers. The containers
themselves can’t be used, only the caps
and lids, with the exception of pharmacy
pill bottles. There’s a bucket in the scout
room for Wesley members who would
like to help Joe by donating their pill
bottles (without labels, please), lids, and
caps.

SAVE THE
DATE!
Everyone is invited
to join the fun on
the evening of
Sunday, June 26
for FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT! Bring your
family, bring a blanket (or lawn chair),
bring a pillow! We’ll enjoy popcorn and a
movie on the “big screen.” We’re bringing
the fun inside – in the Fellowship Hall –
where it’s bug free and air conditioned.
Watch for more details closer to the
event.
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NEW
SUPPORT
GROUP
Almost everybody in
our community has been touched in some
way by the difficult situation created at
Eastern Illinois University by the lack of a
state budget. We would like to provide an
opportunity for people who care about
the EIU community to get together and
discuss their concerns and to provide
comfort and support for each other. If
you would be interested in becoming a
part of this group, please indicate your
interest in the comments section of your
Making Connections attendance card. Any
questions? Contact Nancy Marlow at the
church office or email her at
nmarlow@charlestonwesley.org.

WESLEY BIBLE GARDEN
MAY, 2016
Wheat (Triticum)
Wheat or barley
are the `corn’ or
`grain’ frequently mentioned in
the Bible, and
not
to
be
confused with Indian corn or maize of the
new world. Wheat was featured in
Pharaoh’s dream of seven years of plenty,
(Genesis 41:5-6). `Seven ears of grain,
plump and good, were growing on one

stalk’ and seven years of famine, `Seven
empty ears, thin and blighted by the east
wind’. So Joseph gathered wheat into
barns in Egypt, where his brothers came
during the famine (Genesis 42). Cereal
offerings to the Lord had to be of fine
wheat flour (Leviticus 2:1-16), and in the
New Testament we read the Parable of
the Sower (Matthew 13:3-9), and also
how Jesus likened himself to a grain of
wheat (John 12:24) ---`If it dies, it bears
much fruit’.
In Old Testament times the wheat grown
was emmer wheat (Triticum dicoccum)
which is a robust grass 3-5ft tall with its
ears covered in long whiskers (awns).
Later on another strain, which is
popularly known as `bread wheat’ (T.
aestivum), came into general cultivation.
This is the wheat grown for flour
nowadays, it is not as tall as emmer and
usually is without awns.
In researching the use of wheat in the
Bible, I am amazed at this ancient grain
God has provided for us. The next time I
enjoy a piece of toast, I’ll be reminded of
how loving God is.
Happy Gardening!

Terri Farley
Congratulations to Rev. Bob & Gina
on the birth of their grandson,
Emerson Jack Carlilse
born to their daughter
Elyssa and her husband Chase
on April 11, 2016!
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Our sympathy is expressed to
Loretta Lahr
on the death of her husband
Donald Lahr
March 24, 2016
and to Eli Sidwell
on the death of his sister
Ursa Sidwell
on April 22, 2016.

MAY
MISSION:

areas long after the initial disaster has
struck to help and empower communities
to move forward to a better future.
If you would like to help with this
important effort, please make your check
to Wesley UMC with SPRING STORMS on
the memo line or visit our website at
www.charlestonwesley.org and click on
the $ button at the bottom of the page. If
you prefer to make a cash donation, there
are blue mission offering envelopes in the
pew backs. Thank you very much for your
support.

The Missions Work Area

UMCOR
U.S.
DISASTER
RELIEF
The Missions Work Area has selected
UMCOR U.S. Disaster Relief as our May
Mission Project. With the beauty of spring
can also come the ugliness of spring –
severe thunderstorms, tornadoes, and
flooding. It is because of the real
possibility of these natural disasters
occurring that the Missions Work Area
has chosen to be proactive in May.
The United Methodist Committee on
Relief (UMCOR) responds to dozens of
disasters every year and is there, even
when the news cameras are not. UMCOR
U.S. Disaster Relief responds in the
aftermath of storms in the United States
with relief kits, tarps, blankets and
trained Volunteer Response Teams. Also,
UMCOR personnel remain in the affected

Happy May Birthday
to the following Wesley folks!
Don Bardsley
Robyn Carr
Rita Cox
Libby Damann
Michael Dietz
Jim Ernst
Daniel Fagaly
Jane Gilbert
Ally Guinto
Jack Helton
Steve Johnson
Lori King
Hannah Larson
Jean Mapes
Pat Meyerholtz
Jim Replogle
Susan Snyder
Janet Truesdale
Maria Fichter Wandling

Carol Birch
David Clausing
Brenda Crimmins
Max Davis
Alec Easter
Brock Esarey
Frank Fraembs
Jim Grant
Juan Socarras
Bonnie Woodyard
Bob Jorstad
Graydon Kramer
Dorothy Macy
Jan McMorris
Terry Noble
Sheryl Snyder
Juan Socarras
Bonnie Woodyard
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WHEN “PULL YOURSELF
TOGETHER”
DOESN’T WORK,
STEPHEN MINISTRY
CAN HELP!
You’ve heard it time and time again: “Pull
yourself together. . . . Cheer up. . . . Tough
it out. . . . It’s not that bad.” Perhaps
people have said it to you. Or perhaps you
keep saying it to yourself. But it hasn’t
helped. You’re still hurting. Things are
coming apart. Here’s the good news: You
don’t have to go through your struggles
alone. Help is available. Our Stephen
Ministers are trained caregivers who will
walk with you, listen to you, and provide
confidential, one-to-one care as you
search through the pieces and find what is
truly in your heart. To learn more about
what Stephen Ministry can do for you,
talk with Nancy Marlow or email her
at nmarlow@charlestonwesley.org. Our
Stephen Ministers are ready to care for
you.

SEEKING
SIGN
CHANGERS
We are looking for individuals willing to
change the message on the Wesley
Church sign in our "front yard" every so

often. Changing the sign requires two
people - one to slide the letters in and out,
and one to support the plexiglass cover
while the sign is being changed. If you are
interested in helping, email us at
charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com, or call
us at 217-3453917. Thanks!

HANDY
PERSONS
NEEDED
Wesley UMC is
looking for Helping Handymen and
Handywomen (and Handy-Youth) who
could change light bulbs and batteries
(and perhaps rake or clean out gutters)
for the homebound who can no longer
reach and climb. Help will be given on a
needs-only basis. We have just recently
changed our clocks to Daylight Savings,
and that signifies the need to change
smoke alarm batteries. This ministry will
be a needed service to those in our church
who have given their lives to serving our
Lord and this church. Be thinking about
tasks you could do for our home-bound
members who can no longer do those
tasks themselves. If you are interested in
helping this group, please note that on
your Making Connections card.
Mark your calendars for
Sunday, May 22nd
as we celebrate our annual
GREAT DAY OF MUSIC
during both
the 8:30 & 10:45 AM
worship services!
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WESLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
2206 4TH Street
Charleston, IL 61920-3903
Phone: 217-345-3917
www.charlestonwesley.org

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

WESLEY UNITED
METHODIST
CHURCH
2206 4

TH

Street – Charleston, IL

Phone: 217-345-3917
Fax: 217-345-3922
www.charlestonwesley.org
Follow us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/charlestonwesley
Our Sunday Schedule:
Worship - 8:30 & 10:45 AM
A Time of Fellowship takes place at 9:30AM
Sunday School for all ages - 9:50AM
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