Connecting everyone to a growing relationship with
God through Jesus Christ and His mission on earth.

discipline. Ash Wednesday emphasizes two
themes: our sinfulness before God and our
human mortality. The imposition of ashes
focuses on both themes, helping us to realize
that both have been triumphed through the
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

We invite you to come to the Wesley UMC
sanctuary on Ash Wednesday, February 14,
2018, for the Imposition of Ashes and a time of
meditation and reflection. Ashes will be
imposed from 12:00 - 12:30PM and again from
6:30 - 7:00PM. There will be no formal service
at 12:00. Rev. Swickard will lead a short
meditation at 6:30. At both noon and 6:30, you
are invited to receive ashes and stay in the
sanctuary for reflection for as long as you
wish. An Ash Wednesday pamphlet will be
available to help you in your time of reflection,
as well as Lenten devotional booklets for the
entire 40 days of Lent.
“Why Ashes on Ash Wednesday”
from umc.org:
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the
season of Lent, a time when many Christians
prepare for Easter by observing a period of
fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual

Please mark your calendar for 2:00PM on
Sunday, February 11 when singer-songwriter
Dan Holmes will present a concert in the
Wesley Fellowship Hall to raise funds for
Wesley’s
2018 ASP

(Appalachia Service Project) mission trip.
A dessert and coffee bar will also be available.
Dan will be donating 50% of his CD sales that
day to Wesley’s mission trip; CD sales will take
place before and after the concert. Dan will
also be part of worship that morning – it will
be a day you won’t want to miss. Invite your
friends as we celebrate music and mission!
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If you have ordered a set of numbered offering
envelopes for 2018, please stop by the church
office to pick them up. They are located on the
counter to your left as you enter the office. If
you would like to receive a set of envelopes,
please indicate 2018 OFFERING ENVELOPES on
the comments section of your Making
Connections card on Sunday morning. They
will be ready for you to pick up the following
Sunday.

The Wesley Missions
Ministry Team has selected the P.A.D.S.
homeless shelter for February's mission
project. P.A.D.S. stands for Public Action to
Deliver Shelter, and it has been operating as a
nonprofit group for over a decade in the
former Mr. Donut building at 2017 Broadway
Avenue in Mattoon. According to their Board,
there has been an increase in the number of
women and children that are homeless and
needing shelter. P.A.D.S. served about 200
people last year, and 20 were children.
P.A.D.S. recently received a donation of land
and is currently building a new shelter which
will be located at 1812 Western Avenue just
south of Mattoon City Hall. P.A.D.S. hopes to

move into the new building sometime this
spring. This new space will allow them to add
additional beds with greater privacy, as well as
add two rooms for families. Also, P.A.D.S.
works with other charitable organizations to
find temporary shelter for the homeless when
their shelter is full, and they are offering
programs to help clients become selfsufficient.
If you would like to help with this effort to
deliver shelter to the homeless in Coles
County, please make your check out to Wesley
UMC with PADS on the memo line or visit our
website, charlestonwesley.org and click on
the $ button at the bottom of the page. If you
prefer to make a cash donation, there are blue
mission offering envelopes in the pew backs.
Thank you very much for your support.

Your Missions Ministry Team

KidZone
Our new

KidZone, located in the Education

Wing, is up and running! Parents of kids ages
preschool – 6th grade, will check their children
in for Sunday school at the new KidZone
Registration Table just inside the Ed Wing
doors. Questions? Please email Director of
Children’s Ministries, Gina Swickard, at
gswickard@charlestonwesley.org.
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Youth groups are now meeting on a new day
at a new time! Join us on Wednesday evenings
in Room 123/125 at the following times as we
connect with Christ and each other:
5:30 – 6:30 High School Youth meet from
6:30 – 7:00 Combined Fellowship
7:00 – 8:00 Middle School
For more information about our youth
program, check the WUMC Youth Facebook
page: facebook.com/charlestonwesleyyouth/,
speak with Youth Director Brock Warren in the
church
office,
or
email
him
at
bwarren@charlestonwesley.org. Bring a
friend and join us!!

WELCOME to our newest members!
December 31, 2017:
Caroline Christian
January 14, 2018:
Jeff & Connie Baker
Denver Fidler
Alan & Becky Metzger

Dustin Biggs
Steve & Gina Fox
Brock Warren

The United Methodist Commission on a Way
Forward has encouraged United Methodists
across our global connection to engage in
conversations around issues of human
sexuality. The purpose of these conversations
is not to debate or change one another or to
convince others to “switch sides”, but to
engage in active listening and effective
hearing of each other’s personal stories in a
safe environment. The conversations that we
will have are focused more on our identity,
purpose,
and
mission
as
United
Methodists. As we think about the challenges
that our differences around human sexuality
present us, we need to discuss how we will
remain at the table for the sake of the mission
of Christ despite our differences. One of these
Conversations will take place at Mattoon First
UMC on Saturday, February 10 from 10AM –
12:30PM. At the following link, you can read
our Bishop’s invitation to the Conversation, as
well as register for the event:
https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/ConversationMattoon

Please be sure to let the church
know if you have an address or
phone number change; if you
or a loved one or a Wesley
friend are hospitalized or have moved to a care
facility; or if you would like a visit from our
Congregational Care Minister. THANKS!
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Information Center in the sanctuary hallway
for all who are interested in participating.

Jim Bennett (Sr.)
Sharon Brinkmeyer
Todd Cassell
Kevin Davis
Bruce Gubbins
Don Mapes
Jill Nilsen
Gene Prince
Dick Stark
Jim Walters

Abigail Bonnsetter
Lisa Canivez
Emma Daum
Dianne Davis
Kathy Hampton
Debbie McKay
Ron Potsch
Aubrei Shott
John Swinford
Scott Wilson

We are looking for committee members to
help organize Suppers of 6 – 8 for 2018. If you
are interested, please put your name and
email address on the comments section of
your Making Connections card and place it in
the offering basket. You will be contacted with
more details soon. The suppers will begin in
March; there will be a sign-up sheet at the

What is Suppers for 6 – 8? A gathering of 6 - 8
people who gather in with other Wesley folks
in their homes for a great meal and some
great fellowship. You do not have to be a
couple to participate – singles are welcome!
The host home will furnish an entrée and
beverages, while others bring the rest of the
meal (salad, veggie, bread, and dessert).
Please note that if you prefer, you do not
have to sign up to be a host.

Our sympathy is expressed to
Donna Hudson
on the death of her mother
Virginia Turner
on December 31, 2017;
to Nancy Monahan
on the death of her mother
Mary Elizabeth Tucker Waters
on January 3, 2018;
and to Tim Loy
on the death of his sister
Bonita Davis
on January 4, 2018.
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Clean out your
closets and help
support our youth
and their adult
chaperones going
to Appalachia this
June. Our mission
team will be traveling to Kentucky to do home
repairs with Appalachia Service Project (ASP).
You can bring your items to the fellowship hall
beginning Sunday, March 4th after
2:00 pm. This gives our team a little time to get
set up for your donation. PLEASE NOTE – we
ask that you NOT bring any items to the church
before this date because we have no extra
storage space. The sale will be held Thursday,
March 8th (5-8pm); Friday, March 9th (8am 12pm and 3-8pm); and Saturday, March 10th
(the $1 bag sale and 1/2 price large items) from
8-11 am. If you can carry it in the door we will
try to sell it! Please keep in mind this means no
large furniture. Also note: this year we can no
longer accept screen electronics (TV's,
computer items, VCR's, etc.). The past few
years our volunteers have had to pay out of
pocket to recycle these items.
All hands are welcome to help sort, price and
sell throughout the week. Come join the Fun!

The sign-up deadline for Appalachia Service
Project mission trip participants is Thursday,
March 1. Cost of the
trip without any
fundraising is $325,
but
there
are
opportunities for
scholarships and/or
discounts by volunteering with ASP stock sales
and participation in fundraisers. The dates of
the trip are June 10 – June 16; our team will be
traveling to Kentucky (specific location TBA).
For more information, or to sign up to
participate, please speak with Tory Wilson
(217-840-6388).

KidZone
Praise!
Kids in grades 1 – 6
are invited to
come to

KidZone Praise

from 5:00 –

7:00PM on Wednesdays beginning February 7!
Kids will gather for pizza and music, and
rehearsals for our spring musical for those
who are interested. Kids will be singing in
worship once a month March – May, with the
musical taking place on Saturday, April 21 st.
Please contact our Director of Children’s
Ministries Gina Swickard for more information:
gswickard@charlestonwesley.org.
Registration forms are available at the
Information Center as well as the

KidZone

registration table.
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The Living Word
adult Sunday school
class will be offering
the DVD-based study
24
Hours
That
Changed the World by Rev. Adam Hamilton
during Sunday school time beginning Sunday,
February 18. You do not need to buy any
materials to participate. The class meets in
Room 113 – just off the Fellowship Hall.
The Monday afternoon
prayer group will offer a
study of John Ortberg’s
Who Is This Man? beginning
February 12. The group
meets in the church library
at
1:00PM
Monday
afternoons. There is a
participant guide for this study; cost of the
guide is $6.50, and the church can order it for
you. If you are interested in attending, please
speak with Pastor Janice Kahl, or contact
Rosalie Addison in the church office at 217-3453917.
Please join one, or both, of these classes for
study and reflection as we participate in a Holy
Lent.
"Lent comes providentially to reawaken us,
to shake us from our lethargy."
Pope Francis

The Wesley Church
office will be closed on
Monday, February 19
in observance of
Presidents Day.

United Methodist students attending United
Methodist-related institutions can apply for
2018 United Methodist Scholarships at
www.gbhem.org/scholarshipapplication.
Scholarship
eligibility
requirements:
• Incoming or current freshmen, sophomores,
juniors, seniors or graduate students at one of
the United Methodist-related colleges or
universities
• Member of any UMC for at least one year.
• A minimum GPA of 2.5
Be sure to choose the United Methodist
General Scholarship when applying. The
application deadline is March 7, 2018. No late
applications will be accepted. Scholarships
range in value from $500 to $5,000 with the
average amount awarded being $1,000.
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2206 4TH Street,
Charleston, IL
Phone: 217-345-3917
www.charlestonwesley.org
Follow us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/charlestonwesley
Our Sunday Schedule:
Worship - 8:30 & 10:45 AM
A Time of Fellowship takes place at 9:30AM
Sunday School for all ages - 9:45AM
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