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WESLEY UMC
TO OBSERVE
50 YEARS AT OUR
CURRENT SITE!
The February 22, 1967 issue
of “Midweek Reminder” of the Charleston Methodist Church
proclaimed “The End of an Era, The Beginning of a New.”

Welcome to the new members who
joined our fellowship on Sunday,
December 18, 2016!
 Connie Berry
 Gene & Joyce Prince
 Wilma Zane

Please be sure extend a hearty
welcome to them in worship on
Sunday mornings!

Don’t forget to stop by the Prayer
Wall in the sanctuary hallway each
week to pick up a list of prayer
requests or to leave your own
prayer or praise. All prayers placed
on the wall are brought to our
Monday afternoon Prayer Group
and to the Wesley staff meeting on
Tuesdays. Let us pray for you!

“THIS SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26, IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD AND
SAVIOUR, 1967, THE CONGREGATION OF THE CHARLESTON
METHODIST CHURCH WILL LEAVE ITS HOME SITE OF ONEHUNDRED-TEN YEARS TO LOCATE IN A NEW HOME ON SOUTH
FOURTH STREET.”
The Rev. Richard Stolp, Directing Minister, presided over a full day
starting with a farewell service in the old edifice at 902 Monroe,
followed by an automobile processional from the old building to
the new, and two morning services of consecration led by Bishop
Lance Webb. An evening ecumenical service featured the Rev.
Dr. Frank Nestler, a former pastor.
Several years of prayer, surveys, studies, planning and multiple
committees preceded the decision to build nearer to campus.
John Swickard, our Pastor Bob's grandfather, and James Giffin,
June's husband, were two of the many dedicated members of
committees. The new building had increased space for
education, administration, and kitchen with handicap
accessibility, ample parking, and plans to build a new sanctuary
in a few years (in reality, 25 years). Worship services were held in
the fellowship hall until that time.
Even as we celebrate this anniversary, we realize that the church
is the people who gather to worship and praise God in song, in
prayer, in the hearing and studying of the Bible, and in acting on
what we have learned. Look for a display on the bulletin board
near the water fountain in the near future, and for an
anniversary celebration later this year!
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Happy
February
Birthday
to the
following
Wesley
folks!
Jim Bennett
Hugh Birch
Sharon Brinkmeyer
Todd Cassell
Kevin Davis
Bruce Gubbins
Don Mapes
Jill Nilsen
Aubrei Shott
John Swinford
Scott Wilson

of the world's most challenging environments
to reach food security.

Abigail Bonnstetter
Lisa Canivez
Emma Daum
Dianne Davis
Kathy Hampton
Debbie McKay
Ron Potsch
Dick Stark
Jim Walters

FRB now has over 200 growing projects in 23
American states and has raised almost $3
million to support more than 50 overseas
programs in 32 countries.
For example, UMCOR leads FRB's Armenia
project which helps vulnerable families in
remote mountain villages by teaching keeping
bees for honey, raising chickens for eggs, and
caring for sheep for milk and wool.
If you would like to help people who do not
have enough food, please make your check out
to Wesley UMC with Food on the memo line or
visit our website at charlestonwesley.org and
click on the $ button at the bottom of the page.
If you prefer to make a cash donation, there are
blue mission offering envelopes in the pew
backs. Thank you very much for your support.

Your Missions Ministry Team

LENTEN WOMEN’S
BOOK RETREAT
FEBRUARY MISSION PROJECT:
FOOD RESOURCE BANK
The Missions Ministry Team has designated the
FOOD RESOURCE BANK as our February
Mission Project.
UMCOR was among the Food Resource Bank's
(FRB) founding organizations in 1998, and a
sizable donation from UMCOR allowed FRB to
begin operation in 1999. Since then, FRB and
16 implementing organizations like UMCOR,
have supported over a million people in some

Plans are underway for
our 2nd annual Lenten
Women’s Book Retreat!
The event will be held
Saturday, April 1 (No
fooling!). This year we
intend to have one
book choice that will target high school and
university students. Mark your calendar now,
and watch for more news about this year’s
book choices!
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you have any small vases, please bring them to
the church office. (Please note that we cannot
accept large vases.) Having small vases allows
us to “spread the cheer” of our worship
services and brighten the day for others.

CHURCH CO-REC VOLLEYBALL
More than 25 years ago, the Souper Bowl of
Caring began with a simple prayer from a single
youth group: “Lord, even as we enjoy the Super
Bowl football game, help us be mindful of those
without a bowl of soup to eat.” Since that day,
more than $125 million has been raised for
local charities across the country through
Souper Bowl of Caring. It has become a
powerful movement that is transforming the
time around the Big Game into the nation’s
largest celebration of giving and serving.
Wesley UMC youth will be collecting money in
soup pots on Sundays, January 29 and
February 5. Soup pots will be decorated with
the logos of this year’s Super Bowl teams – the
Atlanta Falcons and the New England Patriots.
We ask that you help your team win our
“Souper” Bowl by placing monetary donations
in the soup pot of the team of your choice!!
Every dollar donated stays in Charleston and
will be given to Charleston Area Food Pantries.

BUD VASES AND
OTHER SMALL
VASES NEEDED!
The Congregational Care Team wants to thank
those who donate their altar flowers to our
homebound and care-facility residents. We
currently need bud vases or other small-sized
vases in which to sort the donated flowers. If

Volleyball returns! Games
begin late January and run
through early April. Games
are played on Monday
and/or Thursday evenings at
Jefferson School gym at 7:00, 8:00, or 9:00 pm.
You need to be a freshman in high school or
older to participate. It's a wonderful
opportunity for worshipers at our church (male
and female) to get together on a less formal
basis to promote fellowship as well as physical
well-being. PLEASE NOTE: We are currently in
need of more female players; rules mandate an
equal number of men and women on the court
during all games. If you are interested, contact
Savanah Esarey by phone or text at (217) 5495898.

15TH ANNUAL
HOOPS EVENT February 11
LANTZ GYM ON
THE EIU CAMPUS
The annual HOOPs
Event is hosted by the EIU Athletic Department
and the Fellowship of Christian Athletes. Pizza
will be served at 11:30AM, then participants
move on to games in the Field House. There
will be great music and EIU coaches and
athletes will share their faith. The event
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culminates with the EIU vs. Southeast Missouri
basketball game. A $2.00 fee covers
everything, including admission to the games!
To register, please call or text Tom Woodall
(217-549-6671) or email twoodall@eiu.edu
BEFORE Tuesday, February 7th. Please consider
registering your child(ren) for this wonderful
event!

YOUTH MISSION FUNDRAISER:
Sunday, February 19
You are invited to join us in the Fellowship Hall
at 5:00PM on Sunday, February 19 for a
spaghetti dinner! Our youth will be serving
spaghetti with sauce (meat and vegetarian will
be available), salad, garlic bread and a
beverage for a free-will donation. All proceeds
will benefit youth missions. In order to get an
accurate head count, we ask that you write
SPAGHETTI DINNER on the comment section of
your Making Connections card and place it in
the offering basket on Sunday mornings.
Alternately, you may call the church office
during the week (217-345-3917). Please let us
know that you will be attending no later than
Wednesday, February 15.
Following the dinner, everyone is invited to
follow Rev. Bob to the sanctuary where we will
have a vow renewal ceremony for all couples
who would like to participate. Please note that
everyone is invited to the sanctuary for the
short ceremony as we celebrate God’s neverending love for each and every one of us.

EIUnity Conference
on February 3rd
The Church and
Society
Ministry
Team encourages
members of the
WUMC com
munity to sign up
for the EIUnity
Conference
scheduled for Fri-day, February 3, 8AM – 4PM
in the MLK University Union. As Wesley UMC
embraces the value of radical hospitality, it is
important to further our understanding of the
rich diversity within the Charleston community;
this is one step in that direction. The
workshops and programs are open to the
community, and the only cost involved is $10
for lunch. To register, please visit EIU's
Minority Affairs Office website, or call the
office directly at 581- 6690. To learn more
about
the
conference,
visit
http://www.eiu.edu/minoraff/EIUnity%20Div
ersity%20Conference.php.

Our sympathy is expressed to
Bill & JoAnne Thill
on the death of their daughter
Heather Doty
on December 24, 2016;
and to Sue & Ron Leathers
and Betty & Cal Campbell
on the death of Sue and Betty’s sister
Lucy Long
on December 29, 2016.
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A Time of Fellowship takes place at 9:30AM
Sunday School for all ages - 9:45AM
WESLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
2206 4TH Street
Charleston, IL 61920-3903
Phone: 217-345-3917
www.charlestonwesley.org
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Phone: 217-345-3917
Fax: 217-345-3922
www.charlestonwesley.org
Follow us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/charlestonwesley
Our Sunday Schedule:
Worship - 8:30 & 10:45 AM
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