THE WESLEY CIRCUIT NEWS FOR DECEMBER 2017
Wesley United Methodist Church Charleston, IL

Connecting everyone to a growing relationship with God through
Jesus Christ and His mission on earth.

Special Events for December
Sunday, December 3, 3:00PM
Coles County Barbershop Chorus concert in our sanctuary (see page 3 for more information)

Friday, December 8 - 7, 7:30 PM – EIU LESSONS & CAROLS
"Lessons and Carols," adapted from the service performed at King's College in Cambridge, England,
since 1918, tells the Christmas story through Bible readings interspersed with the singing of Christmas
carols and hymns.

Saturday, December 9, 5:30PM - Wesley Children’s Musical
Join the night owls at Bethlehem’s only 24-hour roadside restaurant, the
Falafel House! Please check page 3 for more details about obtaining tickets.

Tuesday, December 12, 7:00PM
Charleston High School Choral Concert in our sanctuary

Sunday, December 17, 8:30 & 10:45AM
Christmas Cantata – A Winter’s Night
This year’s cantata combines several popular and popular Christmas carols to
create a performance full of Christmas spirit. We encourage you to bring friends and family to this oncea-year, very special service.

Sunday, December 24 – CHRISTMAS EVE
10:00AM
7:00PM
11:00PM

Christmas Eve Worship with Communion, Handbell Choir
Family Service with Chancel Choir and birthday party for Jesus
Traditional worship with special music
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BLANKET
AND WHITE
CHRISTMAS
DRIVES
If you have walked down the sanctuary
hallway, you have no doubt noticed the
blanket and toilet tissue table. Our
blanket goal is 200, so we can use even
more! Blankets can be any size and
must be new (they can be homemade if
you like to make those). TP can be in
any size package. All
donations
will
be
picked up by EIU
student volunteers for
distribution at the
One Stop Community
Christmas event. NOTE: Donations
MUST be at the table by Friday,
December 1. Please help us bring a
little warmth and comfort to area
children and families in need.

WESLEY FOUNDATION
PRAYER VIGIL
The EIU Wesley Foundation invites
everyone to join in our Prayer Vigil
week, beginning November 26 at 7:00
p.m. and concluding December 3 at

7:00 p.m. We will have opening and
closing ceremonies at the Wesley
Foundation, at the beginning and end
of the week. A large sign-up sheet is
posted in the hallway near the
Information Center. You may also sign
up
online
by
visiting
our
website, www.eiuwesley.org. The Prayer
Vigil will be held in the Prayer Room at
the Wesley Foundation. The Prayer
Room will have different stations set
up, to help guide people in their time of
prayer. Thank you for your help in this
ministry!

COME JOIN THE FUN!
Help us decorate the church for the
holiday season on Thursday, November
30. We will begin at 9:00AM and hope
to finish by 12:00PM. Everything will
be out and in place – we just need
helpers to hang ornaments, help put
some trees together and hang some
wreaths.

YOUTH CHRISTMAS TREE
DECORATING PARTY!
There will be a COMBINED youth
Christmas tree decorating and pizza
party at 6:00PM on
Thursday,
November 30. We will tackle lighting
and hanging ornaments on the
sanctuary tree. Hope you can make it!
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p.m. concert will be held at the
Mattoon First Presbyterian Church,
which is just west of Big Lots.

WESLEY CHILDREN’S MUSICAL
DECEMBER 9!
Join the night owls at Bethlehem’s only
24-hour roadside restaurant, the
Falafel House! This year’s children’s
musical, The Night Shift Before
Christmas, will take place on Saturday,
December 9. We will begin at 5:30 PM
in the Fellowship Hall with Middle
Eastern appetizers and desserts, then
move to the sanctuary for the
performance at 6:30 PM (doors for the
performance will open at 6:00). Tickets
for the event will be available between
worship
services
on
Sundays,
November 26 and December 3.

COLES COUNTY BARBERSHOP
CHORUS BENEFIT CONCERTS
The Coles County
Barbershop Chorus
and quartets will
present their 48th
annual
Christmas
Benefit Concerts on
Sunday, December
3rd. The 3:00 p.m. program is at Wesley
United Methodist Church, and the 7:00

The one-hour concert is FREE. The 25man chorus will be joined by 20 ladies
from the East Central Harmony Chorus
(Charleston Sweet Adelines) and the
Illinois District Quartet Champs “South
of Normal.” Secular and sacred songs
will be performed by the chorus and
four different quartets. A free-will
offering will be collected. Typically,
more than $4,000 is raised for area
food pantry and homeless shelter
programs.

NEW MEMBER CLASS –
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10
Rev. Swickard will be offering a new
member class at 2:00PM in the Wesley
UMC parlor on Sunday, December 10.
We ask that you sign up beforehand so
that he can have materials ready for
you. Please register by using the sheet
at the Information Center.

2018 ASP DATES
If you are interested in
going on our yearly ASP
(Appalachia
Service
Project) Mission Trip, be sure to mark
your calendar for June 10-16, 2018. A
sign-up sheet is available at the
Information Center. Email Tory Wilson
at tdwilson2@hotmail.com for more
information.
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DECEMBER 2017 MISSION PROJECT

During the holiday season, the Missions Ministry Team has traditionally divided the
December offering among three charities: an international, a national, and a local missions
effort. We will do that again this year, but in two stages.
Bishop Bruce R. Ough, President, Council of Bishops of the United Methodist Church, has
invited us to observe Global Migration Sunday on December 3, 2017. There are currently
65 million refugees and forcibly displaced people in the world, many of whom are children.
Bishop Ough ends his invitation with these words, “as a people who pray and act upon
those prayers, we ask that all our congregations gather an offering dedicated to the human
suffering inflicted by forced migration.” If you would like to support this project, please
make out your check to Wesley UMC with REFUGEES on the memo line. If you prefer to
make a cash donation, there are blue mission offering envelopes in the pew backs. If you go
to our church website www.charlestonwesley.org click on the $ button at the bottom of
the page. Donations received between December 1 and 4 will automatically be donated to
Global Migration. To learn more about this special offering, visit www.umcmigration.org/.
Our national focus this month is on Puerto Rico. It’s been two months since Hurricane
Maria devastated this island, and the people are still suffering and in need of continued
assistance. The people of Puerto Rico are citizens of the United States and are living in a
U.S. Territory.
Our local cause is the “helping hands” programs at our local schools. These programs reach
out to help the needy children in our area. This is important year-round, but especially
during this Advent season. Your donation will be distributed to the programs at Charleston
High School, Charleston Middle School, Jefferson Elementary, Carl Sandburg, Mark Twain,
and Ashmore based on the needs of their “helping hands” programs.
If you would like to donate to these mission projects please make out your check to Wesley
UMC with ADVENT on the memo line or if you prefer a cash donation, there are blue
mission envelopes in the pew backs. If you visit our church website
www.charlestonwesley.org and click on the $ button on the bottom of the page, all
donations received after December 5 will automatically go to the national and local
projects. Thank you so much for your support.
The Missions Ministry Team
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Happy
DECEMBER
birthday to
the following
Wesley folks!
It’s time to order poinsettias for the
Advent/Christmas season. Order forms
are available in the church office and
in your Sunday morning worship
bulletin. The order deadline is Monday,
December 11th. Silk poinsettias may
be sponsored for $10 each; all
proceeds will go towards the Advent
Offering. You may buy a live
poinsettia for $15.50; live plants can
go home with you after Christmas Eve
services. All plants, silk or live, can be
given in honor or in memory of
someone or simply given as a gift.
Please note that for bookkeeping
purposes, we ask that you write
SEPARATE checks for silk plants
and live plants.

Kelley Bensley
Betty Campbell
Caroline Christian
Adam Easter
Warren Ebinger
Jenny Fagaly
Steve Green
Brenda Hale
Carla Honselman
Steve Honselman
Judy James
Pastor Janice Kahl
Becky Metzger
Jean Rinefort
Olivia Schuette
Lisa Shepherd
Jeanne Thomas
Wilma Zane

Marge Checkley
Julie Dietz
Michelle Easter
Debby Esarey
Layla Flack
Don Grewell
Bill Hill
Dick Hummel
Cosette Hutti
Darrell King
Cathy Matheny
Roy Meyerholtz
Brooke Robbins
Cathy Senior
Betty Slack
Mary White
Tammy Zuber

OUR ADVENT SERMON SERIES
We hope you will join us each Sunday
during Advent when Pastor Swickard’s
sermon series will focus on the
Christmas story as seen through the
eyes of Joseph. Our youth, children
and 3 of the adult Sunday School
classes will be using the accompanying
curriculum by Rev. Adam Hamilton.

Please note – the Wesley UMC
office will be closed
Monday, December 25,
Tuesday, December 26, and
Monday, January 1, 2018.
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WALKING IN THE
CHURCH BUILDING
Now that the weather is
chillier, we would like to
remind you that you are
free to walk the halls at Wesley Monday
– Friday when the building is open. The
northwest (Early Learning Center) door
opens around 6:00AM and remains
open until approximately 6:00PM. The
west entrance is open from 9:00AM –
4:00PM. Stay fit this winter by walking
at Wesley!

DO YOU LEAVE CHARLESTON
FOR THE WINTER?

If you are a snow bird who heads south
or west for the winter, please let the
church office know so that we can keep
in touch while you are gone. You can
send your winter address to Rosalie
Addison in the church office at
raddison@charlestonwesley.org,
call
the office (217-345-3917) during the
week, or make a note on your Making
Connections card on Sunday morning.
Be sure to include the date you are
leaving and the date you will be
returning. Have a safe, happy winter!

ADVENT
READERS
NEEDED
We are looking
for families, or
groups of friends,
to light the Advent wreath candles and
read a simple Advent liturgy during the
Sundays of Advent (December 3,10,17
and 24). There is a sign-up sheet on
the table at the Information Center.
Please note the date you would like to
read, and mark the service of your
choice. The liturgy will be sent to you
during the week you will be reading.
This is an easy, and fun, way get your
kids, grandkids and friends into the
holiday spirit!

ARE YOU FACING A BLUE
CHRISTMAS?
The joy of Christmas can turn into a time
of painful loneliness and emptiness for
those who have suffered loss or other
difficult situations. But help is available.
Stephen Ministers are ready to provide
confidential, one-to-one Christian care.
They will listen, care, encourage, pray with
and for you, and support you through the
holidays and as long as your need
persists. If you or someone you know is
hurting, find out more about Stephen
Ministry
by
talking
with
Nancy
Marlow. You can call her in the church
office at (217-345-3917) or e-mail her
at nmarlow@charlestonwesley.org. Our
Stephen Ministers are there to care!
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In this issue of the Circuit:
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Our Sunday Schedule:
Worship - 8:30 & 10:45 AM
A Time of Fellowship
takes place at 9:30AM
Sunday School for all ages - 9:45AM

PAGE 4:
PAGE 5:

December Events
Prayer Vigil
Deck the Halls!
Wesley Children’s Musical
New Member Class
December Mission Project
Poinsettia Orders
Advent Sermon Series
December Birthdays

PAGE 6:
Advent Readers Needed
PAGE 7:
December Calendar
Happiest of Christmases to you
from the Wesley UMC staff!
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