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Journey of Faith Continues
After focusing on Our Wesleyan Roots in September
and The Sacred Word in October, Wesley’s Journey of
Faith continues in November with an emphasis on
Prayer. Pastor Jerry provided a segue by preaching on
October 29 on how we use the Bible, including its role
as a focus for prayer and devotional life.

Wesley Worship
Schedule
8:30 Coffee
Fellowship
9:00 Worship
Service
10:10 Children’s
Music/Sunday
school for all ages
11:15 Ignite Praise
Service
Church Office
Hours
Mon —Thurs
9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

On Sunday, November 12, we will host the third special
event in our Journey. As with past gatherings, a light
supper will be served at 5:00, this time in the Fellowship Room on the main floor alongside the sanctuary.
Rev. Mark Ellingson, lead chaplain at Altru, and Jessica
Zerr then will present a program of interest on the
month’s topic of Prayer.
An interesting guide to our topic of prayer has been
mailed to leaders of our congregation for use in the
various classes and other gatherings in our church.
Additional copies of the guide are available for any
interested persons at the Welcome Center table in the
church lobby. If you receive the electronic copy of this
newsletter, the guide will be at the end of this issue.
Also as part of our Journey of Faith, the Wesley Endowment trustees granted funding to provide Upper
Room devotional booklets for all persons in the church.
If you did not receive a copy in worship, please take one
from the table at the Welcome Center – and feel free to
take additional copies to give to family members,
friends, co-workers, and neighbors.
During November worship services, Pastor Jerry will be
preaching about some of the different ways we can pray
to God, focusing on inward prayers (Nov. 5), upward
prayers (Nov. 12), and outward prayers (Nov. 19).

Our purpose is to make new disciples of Jesus
Christ for the transformation of the world.
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Hannah Shawstad
Janet Spaeth
Dylan Martin
Marlo Gade
Katie Kilmer
Alex Gores
Rev. Jerry Bass
Corey Ellis
Jamie Rash
Chloe Whiteside
Ian Beaton
Madison Steckman
Dylan Murphy
Vivianne Dahlen
Blake Holien
Jim Rue
Pat Henry
Aiden Taylor
Seth Helling
Natalie Meier
Dyana Beaton
Jim Antes
Sarah Holm
Nancy Schaper
Jean Sanborn
Jenna Galegher
Ryan Machart
Verle Ralston
John Kramer

Anniversaries
1 Ron & Patty Willey
19 Richard & Denise Ellis
21 Cash & Snookie Register
27 Duane & Kathy Tretter
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Let’s Get Ignited!


We have wonderful voices in our praise team.



Pastor Jerry’s messages are the same as in our earlier service.



Our service tends to be 15 minutes shorter.



You don’t need earplugs when we play.



The later start time gives you more time for the Sunday paper
and an extra cup of coffee.



We get done before kick-off.

These are some of the reasons why I think our later service on
Sunday mornings deserves another look.
I’ll be honest – when Pastor Howie told me during one of
our regular breakfasts about two years ago that Wesley’s worship
schedule and style were going to change at the beginning of
Advent, I was skeptical. I wasn’t sure that I would like to attend,
much less participate in, a more contemporary service. After all,
I’ve always attended traditional worship services in the Methodist
congregations in which I was a member. Yes, I had gone to
Hope, to the Covenant church in Detroit Lakes, and to our
daughter’s church in Elk River – in part, just to see what their
“contemporary” worship was like. And, I tended not to be
impressed, going away wondering what it was that could make me
want to come back.
So, when I returned to Wesley this past summer, I wondered
about this Ignite service. What would it be like? How could I fit
in? How different would it be? Would I even like it?
(continued on next page)
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(continued from previous page)

Again, I’ll be honest – I love it! Our praise band has
marvelous, dedicated musicians. They aren’t the heavy rock band
that I heard in other churches. In fact, I’ve had people come to
me and suggest that they turn the sound up a bit so that the voices
could come through a little better. Leslie’s acoustic guitar is far
different from the pounding instruments of other praise services.
Our drums are far quieter. And the voices – ah, the voices are so
wonderful that I’m always inspired when I hear Leslie, Kellie,
Marge, and Lori blend in praise.
Yes, the Ignite service is different; it’s meant to be. And, yes,
it’s not for everyone. But it does provide persons with not only a
choice of worship times but a choice of worship styles. We have
some dedicated participants who tell me how inspirational this
service is for them. And, I find it inspirational for me as well. I
truly love to participate in Ignite.
How about you? Would you be willing to open yourself up
to something different; willing to let the Spirit work within you in
a diverse manner? Come – join us! Give Ignite another try.

Thanksgiving Worship
Continuing a long tradition of joint services,
persons from Wesley and Zion United
Methodist churches will gather at Zion on
Tuesday evening, November 21, to offer thanks
and praise to God as we approach the
Thanksgiving holiday. Interested individuals
are invited to join the choirs at 6:00 for a
rehearsal of worship music. The joint service
will begin at 7:00, with Pastor Chang leading
worship and Pastor Jerry delivering the
message.
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Wesley United Methodist Church
Servant Leadership Team Meeting Minutes (unapproved)
Monday Sept. 19, 2017, 6:30pm, Church Library
Present: Jessica Zerr (Chair), John Galegher, John Martin, Dewey Sandwick, Danielle Holm, Joyce Wicklund, Rev. Jerry Bass and Anne Bryson
Absent: Katie Stoley, Bill Kerzman, Kelsey Tretter and JoAnn Ness
1. Devotion and Prayer
Devotion from Jerry with a prayer from Rev. John Killinger about
the gathering of believers.
Approval of August minutes. Motion: Dewey moved to approve
and Dewey seconded. Motion passed unanimously.
New Business
2. Discussed selling the parsonage. Sale is complete and we received
$201,653.25 after the closing costs were deducted. Funds have been
put in the Mutual of Omaha and there is no mortgage to pay off.
Many thanks to Danielle, Dewey and John G. for taking care of
these items.
3. Phase II of the Parsonage discussion was held with Danielle, John
G, John M. and Lew Shaper about a recommendation to purchase
another parsonage, or supply the new minister with a housing allow
ance. Their recommendation is to purchase a new parsonage that
meets the preferred standards set by the conference. Discussion was
held about the timing of the purchase and the best way to pay for
this, with John G. offering to look into the best opportunity for
Wesley. Housing recommendation to purchase a new parsonage
was accepted by the SLT. Jerry recommended a special charge
conference to approve a purchase after the first of the year.
4. Treasurers report John G. said that $2200.00 has been raised for
UMCO Hurricane Relief with the Noisy Buckets and donations
from the congregation. Revenue is down about $6000.00 from last
year at this time but our expenses are down too.
(continued on next page)
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(continued from previous page)

5. JoAnn Ness has stepped down from the Servant Leadership Team,
citing her new job and a commute leave her with not enough time.
Discussion was held on how we should go about replacing her and
Penny Millspaugh. We are the 1st class to use this model and need to
establish how long we will serve and how others will be added.
6. Building use Fees: Danielle presented the revised forms. They were
accepted with exception for the Custodian fees. Will scan and send
the finding to Jessica.
7. Need to prepare for staff evaluations and assessment in the fall, Anne
will work on this with Katie and Bill. Need to be done by October 1,
2017.
8. Jessica asked for all of us to look at her “Homework” request and
offer feedback as to how we see things working now. Worship,
Mis sion Service, Faith Development etc.
9. Jerry will be gone Oct. 17-19 as he is mentoring new pastors.
Charge Conference Nov. 19.
NEXT SLT Meeting: October 23

Holiday Decorating
We would like to invite
families and individuals of all
ages to join us at Wesley at
7:00 on Monday evening,
November 27, as we decorate
the sanctuary and other parts
of the building for the holiday
season. Cookies and
beverages will be served.
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Worship at Wesley
Wesley United Methodist Church will feature four different worship
services each week this fall.
 Our traditional worship service will begin at 9:00 each Sunday
morning.
 From 11:15 until noon each Sunday, the Ignite praise band will
be featured in an alternative style of worship with emphasis on
music and message in a more casual atmosphere.
 At 2:00 each Sunday afternoon, the Wesley sanctuary will be the
site of a unique worship experience offered by members of
Grand Forks’ Nepali immigrant population.
 Pastor Jerry leads worship at 1:30 on Wednesday at Parkwood Place. This service is not limited to residents of
that facility and all Wesley members and friends are invited to attend, especially when away from Grand Forks on
the weekend.

Charge Conference – Sunday, November 19
On Sunday, Nov. 19, Wesley will be the site for a charge
conference meeting for all of the United Methodist Churches
from Hillsboro to the Canadian border. Beginning at 2:00, our
District Superintendent Randy Cross will lead us in devotion and
instruction. We will hear some news from each of our regional
churches. Then, each congregation’s participants will gather
together to transact the charge conference business for their
church.
Wesley members who are present that day will elect officers for
2018, receive a number of written (not oral) reports, and engage
in some discussion regarding the status of our congregation and
what our goals ought to be for 2018. This will include an
opportunity for questions directed to our Leadership Team Chair
Jessica Zerr and/or Pastor Jerry.
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The Commission on a Way Forward
“What the heck is this?”
you might wonder.
“I don’t think I’ve ever heard
of the Commission
on a Way Forward!”
For the past several decades, our United Methodist Church has
been embroiled in conflict over issues related to human
sexuality, just as have almost all of the various mainstream
Protestant denominations.
The debates have arisen most
prominently during the times of the United Methodist General
Conference, the primary governing body of our church that
meets every four years with clergy and lay delegates from around
the world. At last year’s General Conference, the divisive debate
ended with a charge to our Council of Bishops to appoint a
commission to study those issues and to make recommendations
to the church on “a way forward.” The Commission has begun
its difficult work and our very own Bishop Bruce Ough,
president of the United Methodist Council of Bishops, has been
traveling around the episcopal area of the Dakotas and Minnesota
to provide progress reports on its work. On Sunday, October 29,
Bishop Ough met with laity and clergy from eastern North
Dakota at Calvary UMC in Fargo. He explained the difficult
issues before the Commission, its members’ desire to make
recommendations that will not result in further division within
the church, and the possibility that such a schism may be
unavoidable. He continues to ask all United Methodists to pray
for the Commission, for our church, and for our world, that we
might be open to each other’s views, open to God’s Word, and
open to the guidance of the Holy Spirit as we engage in dialogue
on this and other difficult issues.
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There is a very special exhibit of the St.
John’s Bible at the Hjemkomst Center in
Moorhead now through December 31. Admission is $15 ($14 senior and student, $10
children 5-17). This is an amazing opportunity to see many folios as well as learn about the
production of this hand-written, handilluminated Bible. Group rates are available.
The program guide can be downloaded at
http://www.hcscconline.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/HCSCC_The
-Saint-Johns-Bible-Program-Guide_Final-Draft-1.pdf
2018 Confirmation Class
Pastor Jerry has begun working with eight young persons in our church
who make up the Confirmation Class of 2018. They already have
begun learning about such topics as God, the Trinity, and the Bible and
will continue lessons on subjects essential to our faith throughout the
winter and spring. Confirmation of these individuals is scheduled for
Sunday, May 6. Please continue to keep the following in your prayers
as they learn more about God, themselves, and their relationship with
the divine; as they consider the obligations of membership to include
participation in the ministries of our church through their prayers,
presence, gifts, service, and witness; and as they become familiar with
the history, doctrines, and organization of the United Methodist
Church.
Jacob Curtis
Dylan Martin
Emily Whaley

Emma Jackson
Jackson Polries
Bella Whiteside

Ryan Machart
Chloe Whaley

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL MUSIC:
Parents – the annual Wesley Sunday School Christmas program will take place during the 9:00 a.m. service on Sunday,
December 10th. We will practice Saturday, December 9th,
from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Please mark these dates on
your calendar! Also – we will start practicing for the
Christmas program on November 5, 2017 during Sunday
School music. Please be consistent in attendance so that parts and music
are learned.
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United Methodist Women Recognition
During our UMW Sunday worship on October 22, the United Methodist Women of Wesley recognized several persons for their dedication
and service to our congregation and our community. Danielle Holm
and Robert (Bob) Boyd were introduced as this year’s recipients of the
UMW Mission award. Linda Juntunen was recognized as the UMW
“Jewel of a Woman.”

UPCOMING EVENTS
United Methodist Women’s Lefse sale
November 17-19: Be sure to pre-order your
Thanksgiving lefse! United Methodist Women will
be making lefse on November 17 & 18 for pick up
on Sunday, November 19. Orders will be taken beginning Sunday, November 5 through November
15. Packages of 3 can be purchased for $6.00 with a
limit of 3 packages. You are welcome to come and
help make lefse. Please contact Pam Galegher at 599-2376 or
pamelynjg@hotmail.com to sign up or for more information.
December 9: Christmas Brunch – everyone invited!
December 10: Christmas Cookie sale
(lefse and RADA knives included for sale this year)
(Watch for more details in the December Wesley Witness)
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YOUTH NEWS: The Youth raised $260 from their Fall yard raking/
spook insurance fundraising campaign. Thank you to all those who
contributed, and a special thank you to the Youth who came out and
helped with the raking activities. Below is the schedule of events
planned through Christmas.
Nov. 5

5:30-7:00

Lesson at church

Nov. 12 5:30-7:00

Christmas craft activity at church for
shut ins

Nov. 19 TBD

Viewing of movie “Wonder” then
back at church for meal and discussion

Nov. 26
Dec. 3

NO YOUTH GROUP
3:30-7:00

Dec. 10 5:30-7:00

Deliver crafts to shut ins; back at
church to attend faith session on the
Meaning of Christmas
Lesson at church

Dec. 17 5:00-7:00

Christmas potluck party at church

Dec. 24

NO YOUTH GROUP

Dec. 31

NO YOUTH GROUP

Please note that the above events are “fluid;” meaning, times and
events may change, depending on weather, resources, volunteers,
etc. PLEASE ALSO NOTE THE CHANGES MADE TO ACTIVITIES NOVEMBER 12 AND NOVEMBER 19.
Wesley’s Youth Group is open to all youth in grades 6-12, and friends
are welcome at any time! We hope to see you at the above events. If
anyone has questions, concerns, suggestions, please see me, Kellie Burgess, or the other leaders – Marge Myrold, Mark Guy, and Laurie Guy.
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MISSIONS
Thank you so much for filling shoeboxes. We have 67 complete and
will be able to fill more with your cash donations
and the items from the United Way. The children of
the Spirit Lake will have a merrier Christmas thanks
to your kindness.

Continued Partnership with Head Start
For a number of years, Wesley UMC members
shopped each holiday season to provide Christmas
gifts for Grand Forks Head Start children and their
siblings. Due to a variety of factors, Head Start
leaders have decided to end that cooperative activity.
However, we still want to maintain a partnership to
provide for children’s needs. Therefore, during the month of November, we will be accepting new and like-new children’s winter wear
(coats, jackets, caps, mittens, scarves,
and boots), particularly those sizes for
ages 3-6.
We also would like to collect enough
board games and other family-oriented
games appropriate for children 3-6
years of age to give one to every Head
Start family. That means we would
need to receive over 150 games by the
end of November. Pastor Jerry is confident that we can do this, so watch for
the early season toy sales and bring
newly purchased (not used) games to church (wrapped or unwrapped).
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Online giving
Wednesdays at 1:30 p.m.
Quilting, Room 305.
Everyone is
Welcome!
For questions,
call Helen DeMaster
701.772.3584

You can now manage your
giving on line through our
web site at gfwesley.org.
Click on the “online giving”
tab and follow the steps to
“make a donation”. Or

Wesley Book Club will meet
November 13, 7:00 p.m.
Fellowship Room
Book: Water for Elephants
by Sara Gruen
Bring ideas for books to be read this upcoming year.
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Contacting Pastor Jerry
e-mail: jerry.bass@gra.midco.net
cell phone: 701-775-5696
Office hours: 9-12 Monday-Thursday
(other times by appointment)
(these may vary, so best to call ahead)

OFFERING RECEIVED
2016

2017

Prepaid
Pledges
$6,200.00
$860.00
January
$23,572.45
$30,008.22
February
$20,562.68
$17,884.95
March
$22,926.89
$21,161.86
April
$20,286.17
$25,012.07
May
$25,337.10
$23,298.36
June
$19,613.89
$19,875.01
July
$15,676.12
$20,196.81
August
$18,537.89
$13,769.38
September $22,199.27
$16,844.35
October
$22,949.51
$21,174.21
____________________________________
Total
$217,861.97
$210,085.22

SUNDAY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE

97
101
112
107
112

(10/1)
(10/8)
(10/15)
( 10/22)
(10/29)

OPPORTUNITY FOR
DISCIPLESHIP:
SERVE AS AN USHER OR
GREETER
Serving as an usher or greeter is
a great way to serve your
church. A warm welcome to
those who come to worship is
needed at every service and special event. If you would like to
help, email your address and
phone number. Thanks for
being willing to serve. Contact
Dawn Boyd at 701.772.7969 or
email drboydgf@yahoo.com.
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Phone: 701-772-1869
Fax: 701-772-1940
E-mail:
gfwesley@midconetwork.com
Check out the Newsletter online at: www.gfwesley.org
Worship Schedule
See Calendar and front page for worship times
Office hours: Mon. thru Thurs.. 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Interim Pastor: .................................................. Reverend Jerry Bass
Choir Director/Organist: ........................................ Marjorie Myrold
Choir Accompanist: ................................................Carol Lamberson
Secretary: ..……………………………………………………...Rachelle Bontrager

at
www.gfwesley.org
and like us on
Facebook to keep
up with what's
going on at Wesley

The Wesley Witness
A publication of Wesley United Methodist Church. Published 12
times each year to keep members and friends informed of programs
of the church and to report news about the Wesley family.

For our Prayers --Those in Care or Assisted Living Facilities:
At Parkwood: Emolyn Skinner
At Wheatland Terrace: Kyle Whitcomb’s mother; At
Country Estates: Verle Ralston; At Valley Eldercare:
Joan Bristol, Virgil Haake; At Good Samaritan, East
Grand Forks: Velma Fruetel, Charlene Kotts; At Mapleview Memory
Care: Phyllis Sand; At Home: Ole Dahlen, Alice Darling, Norma
Dugas, Marlo Gade, Shirley Hoff, Pat Klokstad, Iris Root,
Carolyn Strand, Marijo Whitcomb’s mother and father.
Congratulations to Rachel Iiams and Justice Steckman who were
married at Wesley UMC on September 29, 2017.
If there are people, joys or concerns that you would like to have
included in this monthly prayer list, please email them to
gfwesley@midconetwork.com.
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