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Advent and Christmas Worship at Wesley
Advent Devotionals: Each Tuesday
evening through December 19, meet
in the main floor Fellowship Room
for an hour of scripture, prayer, and
discussion with Pastor Jerry as he
walks us through the four Advent
candle themes of Hope, Love, Joy,
and Peace.
Christmas Eve: At 5:00 on December
24, we will celebrate Christmas with a
traditional service of lessons and carols. Come to hear and offer praise for
the wonderful story of Jesus’ birth as
told in the scriptures and to join in
singing the familiar carols of the season. The service will include Holy
Communion and end with the traditional singing of Silent Night as we
light the sanctuary with our candles.
New Year’s Eve: During our traditional worship on Sunday, December 31,
we will bid farewell to 2017 and welcome the New Year with a service
reminiscent of the watch night celebrations in the time of the Wesleys.
Plan to join us at 9:00 or 11:15 that
morning as we give thanks for all that
we have been given and offer ourselves for discipleship in the year to
come.
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A Prayer for Our Church
O blessed and glorious God:
In this time of uncertainty
in our church,
we ask your guidance upon each
member and participant
and especially upon our leaders.
Lead us into our future
according to your desire.
Help us to welcome others
and to reach out
in service and love
to the least, the last, and the lost
of our community, our nation,
and our world.
Inspire us to a new vision
of what our church can be;
challenge us to open ourselves
to new ideas;
provide us with resources
to begin new ministries
and programs.
Call for us a new pastor
who will preach, teach, visit,
and lead us,
true to your Word
and open to your grace.
Call us as well to your grace
that we, each and all,
may become more faithful disciples
of our Savior, Jesus Christ,
in whose name we pray. Amen

Praying for Patience
Would you agree with me that
we don’t live in a very patient
world? Might you even agree that
you are not a very patient person?
(Neither am I!) Many of us get irritated when the driver in front of us
seems to be going far too slowly
down the road; we want every line in
the supermarket to be short and
quickly moving; we often even rush
through our meals. We want everything to happen right now, on our
timeline, at our convenience.

In the gospel passage that I read in our
services this past Sunday (Matthew 6:2533), Jesus told his followers not to worry,
to set aside their anxiety, to realize that
God will provide. That’s hard for us to
understand in this culture of individualism,
this society of instant gratification, this
time of uncertainty.

As noted, patience isn’t one of
my more outstanding virtues. I tend
to be in a hurry, whether to get planning done for future worship services, or to finish this issue of our
newsletter. Often, I remind myself
to just slow down, to take a deep
breath, to realize that things will get
done in due course, in good time.
But then again, I find myself fidgeting at the red light, fast-forwarding
the DVR through the third period of
the hockey game, or quickly scanning the newspaper to pause only for
the articles of greatest interest.

“But,” we continue, “we pray that
God will not only hear our prayers but
answer them in our time, place, and manner. Doesn’t God realize how worried we
are, how desperate we are to know what
our future will be like?”

Along with impatience comes a
related vice – a desire for certainty in
our lives, in our world. We don’t
like ambiguity, we don’t like waiting
for decisions to be made or action to
occur. This is true of our concerns in
regard to the appointment process for
pastors. We want Bishop Ough and
the cabinet to make a decision and
tell us who our next pastor will be –
right now. We know that my service
as interim pastor will end this summer, and we want the certainty of
knowing what will happen then. We
lack the patience to let the processes
play out.

“Yes,” we say, “we know that God
will provide. We hear you say that God
will answer our prayers in God’s time,
place, and manner.”

Nearly two years ago, I wrote a prayer
for the churches of the Northern Valley
Parish, the congregations I was then serving in Minto, Grafton, and St. Thomas. I
have put that prayer on the front page of
this newsletter because I want you to keep
praying for our church. I would like you
to cut it out and place it somewhere as a
reminder for daily prayer. I want you to
ask God for the patience we need in this
time. I want you to respect and pray for
the process that our denomination has in
place for the selection of our future pastor.
And, I want you to pray for God’s wisdom
not only for our leaders but for all members and friends of our church – including
you, and me.
How might God be calling us to service?
How might God be calling us to love?
How might God be calling us to patience?
How might God be calling us to prayer?
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Happening Now!
This first week of December will feature two important events that we hope
many of you will plan to attend.
On Sunday evening, December 3, Pastor Raenelle Sorenson will be the presenter at the next featured event in our Journey of Faith series. Pastor
Raenelle serves the United Methodist Church in Larimore as well as the
Presbyterian churches in Arvilla and Emerado. Her topic will be The
Meaning of Christmas. We will begin with a light supper served at 5:00
in the main floor Fellowship Room. The presentation will begin about
5:30 and end no later than 7:00.
On Monday evening, December 4, the downstairs Fellowship Room will be
the setting for a Wesley Charge Conference called for the purpose of
considering purchase of a parsonage for our next pastor and family. Our
District Superintendent Rev. Randy Cross will chair the meeting. The
first motion to be considered that night will be to authorize the Wesley
Trustees to purchase a home to be used as a parsonage at a cost not to
exceed $350,000. This motion comes from the Servant Leadership
Team and is subject to debate and amendment. If the motion is approved, a second motion will be put forward by the Team to authorize
the Trustees to incur indebtedness not to exceed $150,000 for the purchase of the parsonage.
Wesley Leadership for 2018
During a Grand Forks regional charge conference called by District Superintendent Randy Cross on November 19, Wesley participants elected the following persons as members of the congregation’s Leadership Team. The
nominees were placed in three classes to provide staggered three-year terms
of office. The office of treasurer was separated from the other Leadership
Team positions and will be considered to have a one-year term. All of these
individuals will begin their year(s) of service on January 1.
Class of 2018 (one-year term): Anne Bryson, Bill Kerzman,
Andrea Snortland, Tracy Wicken
Class of 2019 (two-year term): Rick Asche, Berniece Holm,
Kelsey Tretter, Jessica Zerr
Class of 2020 (three-year term): Judy Christy, John Martin,
Brittany Peterson, Kyle Whitcomb
Treasurer (one-year term):
John Galegher
At the charge conference, booklets were distributed to those present. These
booklets, which contain a variety of information and reports, are available at
the Welcome Center in the church lobby or by electronic file (make your
request by e-mail to jerry.bass@gra.midco.net).
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Birthdays
1 Alex Elliott
Caleb Zerr
2 Rev. Dale Emery
Dave Robinson
Casey Ellis
Janet Spaeth
4 Coleen Asche
6 Susan Lamberson
7 Dave Christy
9 Karl Lindquist
10 Matthew Antes
Tyler Harlow
Casey Aarvig
13 Stacey Clow
14 Kip Helling
Nicholas Ford
Michelle Hamilton
Adrian Stallworth
15 Betsy Batstone-Cunningham
16 Jodi Bass
17 Susan Stoa
Jeremy Wikoff
18 Jacob Rash
19 Tanya Murphy
20 Chad Jarman
21 Thomas Marler Jr
Jill McConnell
Troy Hanson

22 Evan Clow
24 Jane Carpenter
26 Terry Brown
Larry Wikoff
27 Lori Looney
Troy Harlow
28 Barb Holien
Nick Kerzman
Cailey Van Camp
29 Elise Christy
30 Richard Hudson

Anniversaries
9 Larry & Renee Machart
19 Chad & Tiffany Gilberts
22 Melvin & Tuesday Just
29 Curtis & Debbie Scheevel
Robert & Virginia Tupa
Jeff & Gail Steckman
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November Finance Report
It’s nearly the end of the year, but we are already looking forward to
next year. The calendar may change, but the mission of Wesley United
Methodist Church doesn’t. We continue to find ways to carefully use
finances so that we can make new disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world.
As for 2017, we are current on all of our local salaries and bills and also
our commitments to the Dakotas Conference for projects beyond our
community of Greater Grand Forks. As Treasurer, I ask that you remain
faithful to your financial pledge to the church if circumstances allow. I
realize that people’s financial situations change often and adjustments
happen. If you are able, please continue your support of Wesley
through the end of the year so that we can continue our efforts. Contributions need to be delivered to Wesley by Sunday, December 31st, or
postmarked by Saturday December 30th to qualify as 2017 contributions.
Our request to return 2018 commitment cards has begun to show positive results. We have received a good sampling of pledges. These persons have raised their contributions by an average of 21% which is outstanding. It will take a commitment from members and guests to raise
the finances needed to conduct the ministry vision for 2018. Please
promptly return the commitment card you received in the mail. If you
need a commitment form, please contact the church office. With the
support of the congregation, Wesley can be that place in our community that has a positive impact on people inside and outside the walls of
the church.
In mid summer of 2018, we will have a new pastor and likely a new
parsonage. These changes will continue to impact Wesley’s finance
picture. I pray that each of us will share our resources in a manner that
allows Wesley to continue sharing God’s message and making new
disciples.
Please contact me if you have Finance Questions regarding the church.
John Galegher, Jr.
Treasurer
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December Scriptures and Sermons
December 3

Expectation

Luke 1: 5-25,57-66

December 10

Preparation

Luke 1: 26-45

December 17

Exultation

Luke 1: 46-56

December 24 (morning) Birth

Matthew 1: 18-25

December 31

Deuteronomy 30:
11-20; 31:9-13 &
Jeremiah 31:31-34

A Covenant Service

Children's Sunday school update
We have been having a great fall session in Sunday school,
learning bible stories and making new
friends. Please note that we will not
have Sunday school classes or music on
December 24 or 31. We will resume
with music practice and classes on
January 7.
If you have a preschool or elementary
school age child who has not been
attending Sunday school, we would like
to invite them to join us for fun and
learning. All children age 3 through 5th grade are welcome. We
would love to have them join us now or in the new year!
I would like to thank our wonderful teachers for leading Sunday
school classes so far this year, as well as music leaders, and the
youth who have been serving as class helpers. Thanks so much!
Please check out the Christmas program announcement in this
newsletter too.
Judy Christy, Sunday school coordinator
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CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL PROGRAM CHANGE
The Children’s Sunday School Christmas program date has been changed, due to
an unexpected scheduling issue. We will now practice on

Saturday, December 16, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00
p.m., and the program will be performed at the
9:00 a.m. service on Sunday, December 17. Thank
you for your cooperation and assistance, and I do apologize for
any inconvenience this may have caused. If you have any questions or concerns, please let me know. Kellie Burgess

YOUTH NEWS: The Youth leaders will be meeting later this
month to determine a schedule for the remainder of the year. If
anyone has any questions, concerns, suggestions, please pass
them on to Kellie Burgess, Marge Myrold, or Laurie Guy. Thank
you for involving your Youth in our program. Have a wonderful,
safe and blessed holiday season.
Dec. 3 3:30-7:00 Deliver crafts to shut ins; back at
church to attend faith session on the
“Meaning of Christmas”
Dec. 10 5:30-7:00

Lesson at church

Dec. 17 5:00-7:00

Christmas potluck party at church

Dec. 24

NO YOUTH GROUP

Dec. 31
NO YOUTH GROUP
Please note that the above events are “fluid”; meaning, times and
events may change, depending on weather, resources, volunteers,
etc. Wesley’s Youth Group is open to all youth in grades 6-12,
and friends are welcome at any time! We hope to see you at the
above events. If anyone has questions, concerns, suggestions,
please see me, Kellie Burgess, or the other leaders –
Marge Myrold, Mark Guy, and Laurie Guy.
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DID YOU KNOW?
Like there is a pledge to the American Flag; there is also a pledge to the
BIBLE and the Christian flag.
BIBLE: I Pledge allegiance to the BIBLE, God’s Holy Word, I will make
it a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path and will hide its words in
my heart that I might not sin against God.
CHRISTIAN FLAG: I pledge allegiance to the Christian flag and to the
savior for whose kingdom it stands, one brotherhood, uniting all Christians in service and in love.
United Methodist Women's Christmas Luncheon
December 9, 2017, 10:30 a.m.
Church Fellowship Hall
RSVP via church office at 772-1869
or email Helen DeMaster at cdd.hfd@gmail.com
Guest speaker will be from the Women's Pregnancy Center. There will
also be installation of officers, turkey a la king lunch and some Christmas
music. Men & non-members are encouraged to attend as well as UMW
members. Please get your reservations in early. Thanks!
United Methodist Women’s Cookie Sale
Come and buy some Christmas cookies on December
17 following the 9:00 worship service for just $5.00 per
baker’s dozen (13 cookies). Please plan to donate
cookies, bars or candy for this sale, putting them in a
container that can be used for the sale. You may bring
your items before the 9:00 worship service on the 17th
or on Saturday, Dec. 16 from 10:00 am to noon and
leave them in the downstairs kitchen (label them for the
cookie sale).
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Adult Sunday school class for Advent
The adult “library” class will begin an Advent video
study on Sunday, December 3,
Anyone interested is invited to join them for this study
based on the book, The Redemption of Scrooge,
from Matt Rawle’s “The Pop in Culture Series.” It will
show us how the teachings of Jesus can be found in
Dickens’ Christmas classic. From the ghosts of
Christmas past, to the life of the present, and the resurrection of future, this Advent study will “bless us
every one” and reinvigorate our spiritual journeys as we look at this
familiar story through the lens of faith. This class meets at 10:10 am
in the Wesley library. Please join us!

We Need Your Help!
Pastor Jerry issued a challenge to us at Wesley: to
provide every Grand Forks Head Start family with a
board game that they could play together. In years
past, Wesley families donated Christmas gifts for
upwards of 100 Head Start students and siblings
every holiday season. Since this program was declined for a variety of reasons by Head Start leaders,
we decided to continue our support of that program’s
families by providing these games.
CHRISTMAS IN THE PARK
NOVEMBER 24 2017—DECEMBER 31, 2017
The Lions Clubs of Grand Forks are again sponsoring
Christmas in the Park.
Many local churches, businesses, organizations, and
health care facilities have been working on projects
that promise to light up the holiday season.
The cost of this event is $6 per car, $10. per limousine, and $20. per bus.
Any profits realized from this event will be used to
benefit local charities and to help needy families.
CHRISTMAS IN THE PARK WILL BE OPEN FROM
5:30 PM TO 10:00 PM.
DECEMBER 31, HOURS WILL BE 5:30 PM TO MIDNIGHT.
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Online giving
Wednesdays at 1:30 p.m.
Quilting, Room 305.
Everyone is
Welcome!
For questions,
call Helen DeMaster
701.772.3584

You can now manage your
giving on line through our
web site at gfwesley.org.
Click on the “online giving”
tab and follow the steps to
“make a donation”. Or

Wesley Book Club will not meet in
December.
See you in January!
For more information contact
Pat Henry @ pathenry@gra.midco.net

10

Contacting Pastor Jerry
e-mail: jerry.bass@gra.midco.net
cell phone: 701-775-5696
Office hours: 9-12 Monday-Thursday
(other times by appointment)
(these may vary, so best to call ahead)

OFFERING RECEIVED
2016

2017

Prepaid
Pledges
$6,200.00
$860.00
January
$23,572.45
$30,008.22
February
$20,562.68
$17,884.95
March
$22,926.89
$21,161.86
April
$20,286.17
$25,012.07
May
$25,337.10
$23,298.36
June
$19,613.89
$19,875.01
July
$15,676.12
$20,196.81
August
$18,537.89
$13,769.38
September $22,199.27
$16,844.35
October
$22,949.51
$21,174.21
November $20,836.20
$15,899.90
____________________________________
Total
$238,698.17
$225,985.12

SUNDAY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE

November 5
November 6
November 19
November 26

OPPORTUNITY FOR
DISCIPLESHIP:
SERVE AS AN USHER OR
GREETER
Serving as an usher or greeter is
a great way to serve your
church. A warm welcome to
those who come to worship is
needed at every service and special event. If you would like to
help, email your address and
phone number. Thanks for
being willing to serve. Contact
Dawn Boyd at 701.772.7969 or
email drboydgf@yahoo.com.

113
106
115
110

11

Phone: 701-772-1869
Fax: 701-772-1940
E-mail:
gfwesley@midconetwork.com
Check out the Newsletter online at: www.gfwesley.org
Worship Schedule
See Calendar and front page for worship times
Office hours: Mon. thru Thurs.. 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Interim Pastor: .................................................. Reverend Jerry Bass
Choir Director/Organist: ........................................ Marjorie Myrold
Choir Accompanist: ................................................ Carol Lamberson
Secretary: ..……………………………………………………...Rachelle Bontrager

at
www.gfwesley.org
and like us on
Facebook to keep
up with what's
going on at Wesley

The Wesley Witness
A publication of Wesley United Methodist Church. Published 12
times each year to keep members and friends informed of programs
of the church and to report news about the Wesley family.

For our Prayers --We offer our heartfelt sympathy to the family and
friends of Virgil Haake who passed away on
November 13, 2017.
Those in Care or Assisted Living Facilities:
At Wheatland Terrace: Kyle Whitcomb’s mother; At Country Estates:
Verle Ralston; At Valley Eldercare: Joan Bristol; At Good Samaritan,
East Grand Forks: Velma Fruetel, Charlene Kotts; At Mapleview
Memory Care: Phyllis Sand; At Home: Ole Dahlen, Alice Darling,
Norma Dugas, Marlo Gade, Shirley Hoff, Pat Klokstad, Iris Root,
Emolyn Skinner, Carolyn Strand, Marijo Whitcomb’s mother and
father.
If there are people, joys or concerns that you would like to have
included in this monthly prayer list, please email them to
gfwesley@midconetwork.com.
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