Wesley United Methodist Church
Grand Forks, ND

November 26, 2017
Our purpose is to make new disciples of Jesus Christ
for the transformation of the world.

Welcome to Worship at Wesley
November 26, 2017

United Methodist Student Day

Christ the King Sunday

Welcome to Wesley! If you have q uestions or special needs, please speak to an usher. Worship
activity bags for children are hanging on a rack at the back of the church.
Our ushers have large-print hymnals available.
Nursery care is provided for infants and toddlers in Room 202.
Please remember to silence your cell phone during worship.

Gathering for Praise
Gathering Music

Blest Be the Tie that Binds

Laurie Guy

Arr. by John Fawcett

Greetings of Christian Fellowship
*Call to Worship:
The earth has brought forth its increase;
may God continue to bless us.

Let all the peoples thank you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you!
Opening Hymn

We Gather Together

Red Hymnal 131

*Opening Prayer:
Most gracious God, you crown the year with your goodness.
We praise you that you have ever fulfilled your promise that,
while earth remains, seed time and harvest shall not cease.
We bless you for the beauty of earth and sky and sea
and for the providence that year by year supplies our needs.
We thank you for your blessing on the work of those who plow the soil
and sow the seed and have now gathered in the fruits of the earth.
With our thanksgiving for all these blessings, accept our praise, O God,
for the eternal riches of your grace.
To you be all glory and honor and worship,
now and forever. Amen.
If able, please stand where asterisks appear. CCLI Lic. 9063

Offering Ourselves to God in Prayer
Sharing of Joys and Concerns
Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer
Children’s Conversation
Offering

Pam Whaley
O, How I Love Jesus

Laurie Guy

by Frederick Whitfield
*Doxology

*Prayer of Dedication:
Almighty God, giver of every good and perfect gift,
teach us to render to you all that we have and all that we are,
that we may praise you, not with our lips only,
but with our whole lives,
turning the duties, the sorrows, and the joys of all our days
into a living sacrifice to you, our Lord and Redeemer.
Amen.

Opening Ourselves to God’s Word
Scripture Reading
Scripture Hymn
Sermon

Joel 2: 21-27
Matthew 6: 25-33

Old Testament, pg. 799
New Testament, pg. 6

Now Thank We All Our God

Red Hymnal 102

God Provides

Rev. Jerry Bass

Going Forth to Serve
*Closing Hymn

For the Beauty of the Earth (vv. 1,4,6)

Red Hymnal 92

*Benediction
*Musical Response
*Closing

Song

Go Now in Peace (sing twice)
God Will Take Care of You
by Civilia D. Martin

Laurie Guy

Thanks to all who have helped with today’s worship service!
Welcome Team:

Acolyte:
Lay Reader:

Nov. 26

9:00
11:15
9:00
9:00

Greg & Anne Bryson,
Andrea, Lily & Amelia Snortland
Bob & Dawn Boyd
Lily Whiteside
Patty Reed

NO YOUTH GROUP TODAY

Dec. 3

3:30-7:00

Deliver crafts to shut-ins; back at church to attend faith
event on “The Meaning of Christmas”

Dec. 10

5:30-7:00

Lesson at church

Dec. 17

5:00-7:00

Christmas potluck party at church

Dec. 24

NO YOUTH GROUP

Dec. 31

NO YOUTH GROUP

Please note that the above events are “fluid;” meaning, times and events may change,
depending on weather, resources, volunteers, etc.
Wesley’s Youth Group is open to all youth in grades 6-12, and friends are welcome at
any time! We hope to see you at the above events. If anyone has questions, concerns,
suggestions, please see me, Kellie Burgess, or the other leaders – Marge Myrold, Mark
Guy, and Laurie Guy.

Holiday Decorating
We would like to invite families and individuals of all ages to join us at
Wesley at 7:00 tomorrow (Monday) evening, November 27, as we decorate the
sanctuary and other parts of the building for the holiday season.
Cookies and beverages will be served.

United Methodist Women's Christmas Luncheon
December 9, 2017 10:30 a.m.
Church Fellowship Hall
RSVP via church office at 772-1869
or email Helen DeMaster at cdd.hfd@gmail.com
Guest speaker will be from the Women's Pregnancy Center. There will also be installation of officers,
turkey a la king lunch and some Christmas music. Men & non-members are encouraged to attend as
well as UMW members. Please get your reservations in early. Thanks!
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM CHANGE
The Children’s Sunday School Christmas program date has been changed, due to an
unexpected scheduling issue. We will now practice on Saturday, December 16,
from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., and the program will be performed at the 9:00
a.m. service on Sunday, December 17. Thank you for your cooperation and
assistance, and I do apologize for any inconvenience this may have caused. If you
have any questions or concerns, please let me know. Kellie Burgess

Continued Partnership with Head Start
For a number of years, Wesley UMC members shopped each holiday season to provide Christmas
gifts for Grand Forks Head Start children and their siblings through our Stargivers
project. Due to a variety of factors, Head Start leaders decided to end that particular
activity. However, we still want to maintain a partnership to provide for children’s
needs. Therefore, during the month of November, we will be accepting new and likenew children’s winter wear (coats, jackets, caps, mittens, scarves, and boots), particularly those sizes
for ages 3-6.
We also would like to collect enough board games and other family-oriented games appropriate for
children 3-6 years of age to give one to every Head Start family. That means we would need to
receive over 150 games by the end of November. Pastor Jerry is confident that we can do this, so
watch for the early season toy sales and bring newly purchased (not used) games to church (wrapped
or unwrapped).

Booklets containing reports and other information from last Sunday’s charge conference are
available on the table at the Welcome Center in the lobby. Also available there are copies of
December’s Journey of Faith guide to “The Meaning of Christmas” and other materials for
your review.

For the past several years, members of Wesley UMC have donated calendars to
Roger Ose Ministries. These calendars were donated to prisoners in MN, and a
girls' school in Tanzania. Due to health problems, Roger Ose is no longer
engaging the calendar projects.
I have placed a box for collection of 2018 calendars in our reception area, as I could offer the
calendars to Northlands Rescue Mission or some other area organization. If anyone has a
suggestion for where the calendars could be well used, I would consider transporting the
calendars to such an organization. Thank you. Joyce Ann Wicklund
Our Journey of Faith Continues
Wesley’s Journey of Faith topic for December is “The Meaning
of Christmas.”
A guide for discussion of this topic was mailed to leaders of our
congregation for use in the various classes and other gatherings in
our church. Additional copies of the guide are available for any
interested persons at the Welcome Center table in the church
lobby. We encourage everyone at Wesley to take time in the
coming weeks to prayerfully consider “The meaning of Christmas.” We hope you will be present in
worship to hear Pastor Jerry’s messages on that topic and plan to attend December’s special event,
next Sunday, as Pastor Raenelle Sorenson will provide a wonderful talk about Christmas, traditions.
Adult Sunday school class for Advent
The adult “library” class will begin an advent video study on Sunday,
Dec. 3. Anyone interested is invited to join them for this study based on the book
The Redemption of Scrooge, from Matt Rawle’s The Pop in Culture Series. It will
show us how the teachings of Jesus can be found in Dickens’ Christmas classic.
From the ghosts of Christmas past, to the Life of the present, and the resurrection
of Christmas future, this Advent study will “bless us every one” and reinvigorate
our spiritual journeys as we look at this familiar story through the lens of faith.
This class meets at 10:10 am in the Wesley library. Please join us!

Charge Conference – Next Week
On Monday, December 4, at 7:00 p.m., District Superintendent Randy Cross will chair a
Wesley charge conference for the purpose of authorizing our Trustees to purchase a
parsonage and to assume indebtedness therefor. Authorizing motions will set limits both on
purchase price and amount of debt.

Wesley UMC Calendar for
November 26 – December 3
Sunday, November 26

8:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:10 a.m.
11:15 a.m.
12:30 p.m.
.

Monday, November 27

7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Seasonal decorating of the sanctuary
Wesley Endowment Foundation, library

Tuesday, November 28

3:00 p.m.

Wesley Coffee Club, Panera

Wednesday, November 29

1:30 p.m.
1:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:15 p.m.
6:15 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Worship in the Parkwood Place Chapel
Quilting
Kids Bells (grades 2-8)
Adult Bells
Confirmation
Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Ignite Praise Rehearsal

Thursday, November 30

8:00 a.m.

Wesley Breakfast Club, Denny’s

Sunday, December 3

8:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:10 a.m.
11:15 a.m.
12:30 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
3:30 – 7:00 p.m.

Monday, December 4

7:00 p.m.

Coffee fellowship
Traditional Worship Service
Sunday school
Ignite Praise Service
Nepali Worship Service
No Youth Group

Coffee fellowship
Traditional Worship Service
Sunday school
Ignite Praise Service
Nepali Worship Service
“The Meaning of Christmas”, Fellowship Room
Youth Group
Wesley Charge Conference

Beautify the Sanctuary for Christmas

Look for the insert in today’s bulletin!
Last week’s attendance: 115
Last week’s giving: $5,115.00
Offering to date: $215,789.05
We’re glad you are here today!
Thank you for your support!

Worship with our Praise Band at 11:15
Come, Now Is The Time to Worship
How Great Is Our God
Holy Spirit
Amazing Grace (My Chains are Gone)
Joel 2: 21-27 & Matthew 6: 25-33
Pastor Jerry’s Message:
God Provides

