The
Wesley Witness

Wesley Summer
Worship
Schedule
8:30 Coffee
Fellowship
9:00 Worship
Service
Church Office
Hours
Mon —Thurs

A Whale of a Tale
On Sunday, July 30, Pastor Jerry Bass
began a series of sermons based on the
Old Testament Book of Jonah. Most of us
know that he was swallowed by a whale.
But, do you know when and why that
happened—or what came
after? Plan to attend worship at Wesley
this summer and learn “The rest of the
story.”

9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Our purpose is to make new disciples of Jesus
Christ for the transformation of the world.

Birthdays
1 Jerry Griffin
Spencer Ness
2 Shannon Galegher
3 Olie Dahlen
Casey Weekley
Mikayla Harlow
Tucker Harlow
4 Chad Machart
5 Geraldine Elliott
D’ann Mitchell
Olive Sandness
6 Judy Christy
Thomas Saddler
7 Debbie Scheevel
8 Lorraine Ellingson
Tracy Wicken
Kayla Anglin
10 Daryell Ferguson
11 James Lamberson
Patrick Lamerson
12 Gregory Porath
13 Susan Jose
Landon Rutherford
14 Aiden Coffelt
15 Samantha Young
16 Patty Reed
18 Sally Nordlie
Mary Ferguson
Jennifer Cole
19 David Aarvig
Andrew Gores

21 Cash Register
Rachel Spicer
MacKenzie Vodden
22 Brian Holm
23 Jessica Warns
Devin Taylor
24 Jeff Steckman
Brian Clow
25 Berniece Holm
27 Arthur Hillman
28 John Holm
29 Zakri Ness
30 Jackie Saddler
Kelsey Tretter

Anniversaries
2 Jim & Sue Rue
4
8
9
10
11
12
17
20
24
25
28
29

Eric & Rachel Polries
Olie & Vivianne Dahlen
Jake & Holly Moen
Timothy & Julie Sturges
Mark & Jan Hoffmann
Steve & Stacey Searle
Richard & Carla Hudson
John & Danielle Holm
Kenneth & Jane Gaffrey
Matt & Cynthia Jossart
Bill & Tammy Harlow
Mark & Karen Bjornseth
Odney & Lorraine Ellingson
John Jarman & Carol Windels
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Home Again, Home Again
Four years ago, I didn’t leave Wesley to go to
market nor did I stay home – and I’m not sure
that I’m very good at “jiggedy jigs”! But after an
interesting period of service in various churches,
the call came: Home again, home again.
Wesley has been my church for only about a third
of my life, and yet for a long time I have considered this my real congregational home. I remember attending some services downtown with my
aunt and uncle and cousins during childhood visits in the 1950s. This
was the first church that Gail and I really considered as “our church,”
when we returned to Grand Forks for graduate school in the late 1970s.
And, it became our official home church when we came back once again
to Grand Forks in 1995 and transferred our membership from Oklahoma.
So, when I received a call from our District Superintendent Randy Cross
a couple of months ago, telling me that Bishop Ough wanted Randy to
convey the Bishop’s desire to appoint me as interim pastor here, it didn’t
take any time at all to come up with a response: “Of course, if you and
Bishop Ough think this is best for Wesley, I readily agree to serve in this
capacity!” And – here I am, home again.
This, of course, will be a quite different pastoral experience for me than
the one that began here 12 years ago. For one thing, my appointment
will end next June 30; for another, Wesley isn’t the same church I left
four years ago. We have a new worship service; we have a new administrative/leadership structure; and you have said good-by to a number of
persons I knew well – and hopefully offered wonderful greetings to individuals and families who have come to Wesley these past few years

and with whom I look forward to getting acquainted. So, some of
what I will be doing in these coming months will be quite different
from the prior role that I had as your pastor. And yet, it is my intent to continue to use the gifts that God has created for me to
offer Spirit-filled worship experiences, to perhaps develop and
lead some insightful educational opportunities for our members,
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(continued on next page)

and to spend time with you visiting in fellowship and prayer. In
addition, my administrative background may prove useful as I
work with our leadership team in further developing the potential
of the new structure that was adopted last fall and put into place in
January.
As I begin this time of service, I ask for your prayers for me, for
our leaders, for our congregation, and for all in our community to
whom we might reach out in service and love with invitation to
join our fellowship. When our next pastor comes to Wesley next
summer, it is my firm resolve to provide her or him with a vital
congregation ready to accept new leadership and continue in even
better ways “to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.” It is with humility and purpose that I return
to serve God, to serve you, and to invite you to be in service to
others.
Servant Leadership Team, 2017
Anne Bryson (Staff-Parish Relations point person)
John Galegher (Finance point person)
Danielle Holm (Designated Trustee)
Bill Kerzman
John Martin
Penny Millspaugh
JoAnn Ness
Dewey Sandwick (Designated Trustee)
Katie Stoley (Recording Secretary)
Kelsey Tretter
Joyce Wicklund
Jessica Zerr (Chairperson) jessmzerr@gmail.com
Servant Leadership Team: Upcoming Meetings
All meetings are in the Wesley UMC library, 6:30pm
August 21
September 18
October 16
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Wesley United Church Servant Leadership Team Meeting Minutes
Monday June 19, 2017, 6:30p.m., Church Library
Present: Jessica Zerr (Chair), Kelsey Tretter, Pastor Dave Andrews, John
Galegher, Dewey Sandwick, Danielle Holm, Anne Byson, Joyce Wicklund. Absent: Bill Kerzman, John Martin, Katie Stoley, JoAnn Ness
1. Devotion & Prayer Pastor Dave & Jessica Report from Annual Conference: Call to focus on the people means we must continually review
our why and stay grounded in prayer.
2. Approval of May minutes. Motion: Anne moved to approve as corrected; Danielle seconded. Motion passed unanimously.
New Business:
3. Annual Conference Miracle offering & possibility of retroactive contribution. Conference collected approximately $46,000 at Annual Conference; Wesley normally participates but did not this spring. Decision was
made that Wesley would focus on local efforts for this year and plan to
participate as usual in next year’s Miracle Offering.
4. Air Handler Repair. Discussion of Vilandre’s bid: $3,350.00. Motion
made by Dewey to accept the bid and move forward with the repair; Danielle Seconded. Brief discussion followed. Motion passed unanimously.
Dewey to follow-up with Vilandre.
5. Parsonage: Status and future of
 The Bairds moved out on June 9. Keys have been turned in.
 Danielle reported on cleaning and minor repairs at the parsonage.
Itemized task list with expenses submitted to SLT and available for
review throughout process.
 Question about the future of the property, which does not meet conference housing standards. Brief context given: the purchase was approved by the conference 4 years ago during a difficult housing market with the understanding that Wesley would look at a new parsonage in 3-5 years. It was also noted that the parsonage would sit vacant
for the next year since Pastor Jerry owns a home in Grand Forks.
Motion made by Anne to seek congregational approval to sell the parsonage; Danielle seconded. Discussion followed, including brief report on the
initial realtor review of the house (no contract signed with a realtor, consult only) and process for selling church property, including pastoral and
district approval to be obtained prior to congregational vote. Question of
exploring a housing allowance for the next pastor tabled as this was focused on selling the current parsonage.
(continued on next page)
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Motion to seek congregational approval for SLT, acting as Trustees for
Wesley, sell the current parsonage passed unanimously. Pastor Andrews to
call Randy Cross to seek letter to support the sell and to clarify procedure.
Charge Conference date to be determined.
6. UND Expo Participation Opportunity, Wed, August 23, 2017. $30 registration fee. Motion made John G to approve funds for registration fee;
Joyce seconded. Motion passed unanimously.
7. Finance Report: John Galegher a. Balance sheet at $19,285.42 with approximately $12,000 in available funds. b. Apportionments current; all bills
current.
8. Announcements/Questions/Concerns
a. Upcoming events and calendars:


June 26 UMW Breakfast with fee will offering



July 30-August 3, Fun in the Son



Homecoming is Sept. 10



Sunday School & 2 services return on Sept. 17

b. Sound Board/Tech Team: Steve Schlasner has called a team together to
look into moving the computer into the soundboard area. Will report recommendations.
c. Garden Helpers: Aileen Sandwick and Pam Galegher have been helping
with garden area. Big thank you to them! Will need to follow up with both
on their continued interest and availability.
d. Ushers and Greeters Organizer needed.
e. Planning for fall Sunday school and discipleship classes/small groups.
f. Review of staffing needs in late summer/early fall. Job descriptions to
be reviewed and assessment of staffing needs to be made. Timeline and
procedure to be determined.
Old Business:
9. Review of Building Use Fees Continues: Danielle and Anne reported
initial findings with more information to be gathered. Will report again
next month.
Submitted respectfully by Kelsey Tretter and Jessica Zerr
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Parsonage Update
On Sunday, July 16, our congregation voted to sell the existing parsonage. With Pastor Jerry serving as interim for a year, this action
was consistent with a promise made four years ago to consider the
future purchase of a different home that would more appropriately
meet parsonage standards. The effort to sell the current house is
now underway, and it is time to begin the next step: considering the
needs and supervising the search for a parsonage to house our next
pastor and family. A parsonage committee will begin such work
very soon. John Galegher, Danielle Holm, and Dewey Sandwick
will represent the Servant Leadership Team on the parsonage committee, and they will be joined by two or more other members of
the congregation. Individuals must be available for multiple
meetings between August 14-October 1 so that a report can be
presented to the SLT by October 1. If you want to be considered
and have the time and talents for this role, please contact Jessica
Zerr (jessmzerr@gmail.com) or Pastor Jerry
(jerry.bass@gra.midco.net) as soon as possible.

Fun in the Son at Richards West Park
began on Sunday, July 30 and continues
each evening through Thursday, August
3. Please pray for the children and families who will be attending as well as the
volunteers from Wesley and Zion United Methodist churches.
Thank you to those who have contributed towards the purchase of items for food bags to be given to the kids, or who
have donated school supplies for backpacks. And, thank you
to all who will be volunteering this week in various ways.
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United Methodist Women 2017 Rummage Sale
August 17 and 18
We will be holding a rummage sale in August. The UND students will be returning that weekend.
We would like to have items students and neighborhood families will be looking
for. Suggestions include:
Furniture

Kitchen ware

Dishes

Gently used linens

UND Gear

Items for college/young families

Please do not bring your items to the church for storage. We will set up on
August 15 and 16. To make set up easier, please price your items ahead of time.
Please price your items in whole dollars. If you need help with pricing, contact
Coleen Asche at rcasche@msn.com.
We can provide boxes for you to pack your items.
Items need to be clean and in good condition.
If you have items that do not sell, please be at the church at 2pm on Friday to
pick them up if you want them back.
Unclaimed donations will be taken to Goodwill at the end of the sale and they
do not accept the following items:
Electronics

Glassware

Sleeper sofas

Bike helmets

Metal desks

Mattresses/box
springs

Cribs
Schedule
Set up
Tuesday, August 15
Wednesday, August 16

Noon – 4pm
Noon – 4pm

Sale
Thursday, August 17
Friday, August 18

Noon – 6pm
8am - 2pm

All proceeds from the sale will help fund United Methodist Women projects.
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DID YOU KNOW?
LOVE RIBBONS—United Methodist Women have love ribbons for sale
for only $1.00. They are a 5” piece of satin ribbon with a lace
ribbon, and a sticker is put at the top. They are given to anyone for doing good, for a special occasion or just for being loved. It is always given
with a HUG. They can be purchased from our unit treasurer, Coleen
Asche. The money donated for the love ribbons is used for the annual
love ribbon grants that are applied for by a UMW unit for variety of programs for children and youth in Dakotas Conference. The grants are given out once a year. If you have been given a ribbon you can re-buy it and
give it to someone else.
_________________________________________________________
WELCOME—to all women of Wesley Church. You are encouraged to
become involved in United Methodist Women this fall. We trust that
your experience will be meaningful. United Methodist Women is an important part of Wesley Church. We urge all women to join us in our
work, fellowship, study and special events.
Our mission work extends to projects that are national, state and local.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
On Tuesday, August 8, plan to join United Methodist Women for a picnic
supper at Lincoln Park, shelter # 3 at 5:30 pm. Please bring a dish to
share. Beverages and table settings will be provided.
Everyone is invited! Come and enjoy good food and fellowship.

____________________________________________________
Upcoming United Methodist Women events
August 2
4:15 pm
August 8
5:30 pm
August 17
12:00 –6:00 pm
August 18
8:00—2:00 pm
September 15-16

Executive Board meeting
Picnic—all welcome!
Rummage Sale
Rummage Sale
UMW District meeting,
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Wahpeton , ND

Altru Health System will hold its annual Cherished Children
Memorial Service at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, August 8 in front of
Altru Hospital. This event seeks to support families who have
lost a child by any means, and at any stage of life.
This event is free and open to the public.
Our Theme for 2017 is “Pregnancy Following Loss.”
A Children’s Tent will be set up with activities, music and
crafts designed especially for kids.
For information, please call:
Penny Millspaugh
Wings of Hope Corrdinator
701.780.5257
pmillspaugh@altru.org

10

The young men who attended the mission trip in early June will be
giving a presentation on Sunday, August 13, during the 9:00 a.m.
service. We hope you are able to attend the service so you can hear
about their experience as well as view a slideshow of photographs
taken.
YOUTH NEWS: We will be starting off the new season with a
swim party on Sunday, August 27, 2017. This is the last day that
the Riverside Park Pool will be opened for the season. If you have
youth that will be in Grades 6-12 at the start of this school year,
please bring him or her to the Riverside Park Pool at 12:45
p.m. The pool opens at 1:00 p.m. and we will swim until 3:30
p.m./4:00 p.m. From there we will walk to my house for burgers,
hot dogs, and other refreshments. We will play yard games as well
as discuss activities for the upcoming year. The party will be over
at 5:30 p.m. and you pick your youth up at my house. My address is
18 Fenton Ave. (If parents or other siblings want to attend the party, they are more than welcome to attend!) If anyone has any questions, please let me know. You can call or text me at 701-7410310. Kellie Burgess

Congratulations to Dustin Martin who recently received his Eagle
Scout award!
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Help Wanted


Leader(s), workers, and marchers for participation in the UND
Potato Bowl Parade on September 9. Prepare a float
and join the parade. To volunteer, please contact
Anne Bryson at abryson@dsginc.biz by August 15.
Congregational representatives on the parsonage
committee. Review parsonage standards and assist in
the purchase of suitable housing for our next pastor. Contact
Jessica Zerr or Pastor Jerry for more information or to volunteer for this role.




We are always looking for persons to serve in various ways at
Wesley, including as ushers and greeters, lay readers for worship, communion servers, kitchen workers to help with meals
after funerals and other events, and many other such roles.
Watch future newsletters and Sunday bulletins for more detailed
information on such opportunities

Another Opportunity for Wesley Worship
Gone for the weekend? Wishing to have an alternative worship
experience with Pastor Jerry? Beginning August 2, you are invited
to participate in a weekly service at Parkwood Place. These services
will begin each Wednesday at 1:30 in the Parkwood Chapel. Worship will take approximately 30-35 minutes. Communion will be
served during the service on the second Wednesday of each month.
The closest entrance is at the right side of the southwest parking lot
(behind the building). The chapel is down the stairs (elevator is
directly ahead when you use that entrance). Feel free to contact
Pastor Jerry if you have any questions.
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Questions!
As Pastor Jerry continues planning for worship this
fall, he wants help in selecting topics for the messages that he will be delivering during the 11:15 Ignite
services. In an effort to broaden the distinction between the two
Sunday morning services, he is planning to offer two different sermons each week. It is Pastor Jerry’s hope that these can be tailored
specifically for the needs and interests of persons who attend the
two different services. So – he is issuing an invitation for persons
who have attended or would like to attend the Ignite service when it
begins in mid-September to send him possible topics in the form of
questions (for example, Can we believe the Bible? What’s the real
story of creation? Why is there evil in our world?). He will select
the most often suggested and/or most interesting questions as topics for his fall messages. You can text (701-775-5696) or e-mail
(jerry.bass@gra.midco.net) your questions, or drop them in the offering plate or at the church office. You provide the questions; he’ll
try to provide some answers; and likely raise even more questions
for you to ponder.

Pop Tabs
If anyone has pop tabs, please bring them to the
church by August 9, as the total weight is needed
for a United Methodist Women report in August.
Please place them in the red pail in the kitchenette.
Thank you.
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Online giving

Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m.
Quilting, Room 305.
Everyone is
Welcome!

You can now manage your
giving on line through our
web site at gfwesley.org.
Click on the “online giving”
tab and follow the steps to
“make a donation”. Or
simply scan the QR code
below.
We thank you for your
support!

For questions,
call Helen DeMaster
701.772.3584

New Welcome Center!
Thanks to the hard work of our Lobby Remodel team, the Wesley foundation and donations and gifts from our congregation, our
new Welcome Center is closer than ever to being a reality! You
may have noticed a new table located in the corner of the lobby
outside the Sanctuary. Watch for additional updates to include a
monitor, information about our church for guests and much more!
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Contacting Pastor Jerry
e-mail: jerry.bass@gra.midco.net
cell phone: 701-775-5696
Office hours: 9-12 Monday-Thursday
(other times by appointment)
(these may vary, so best to call ahead)

OFFERING RECEIVED
2016
Prepaid
Pledges
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
Total

2017

$6,200.00
$860.00
$23,572.45
$30,008.22
$20,562.68
$17,884.95
$22,926.89
$21,161.86
$20,286.17
$25,012.07
$25,337.10
$23,298.36
$19,613.89
$19,875.01
$15,676.12
$20,196.81
_________________________
$154,175.30
$158,297.28

SUNDAY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE

70 (7/2)
74 (7/9)
73 (7/16)
81 (7/23)
73 (7/30)

Please help!
We need an update on our
church key inventory and ask
that you notify the church office or email to gfwesley@midconetwork.com with
the “number” on your outside
master keys, or which keys you
have.
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Phone: 701-772-1869
Fax: 701-772-1940
E-mail:
gfwesley@midconetwork.com
Check out the Newsletter online at: www.gfwesley.org
Worship Schedule
See Calendar and front page for worship times
Office hours: Mon. thru Thurs.. 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Interim Pastor: .................................................. Reverend Jerry Bass
Choir Director/Organist: ........................................ Marjorie Myrold
Choir Accompanist: ................................................Carol Lamberson
Secretary: ..……………………………………………………...Rachelle Bontrager

at
www.gfwesley.org
and like us on
Facebook to keep
up with what's
going on at Wesley

The Wesley Witness
A publication of Wesley United Methodist Church. Published 12
times each year to keep members and friends informed of programs
of the church and to report news about the Wesley family.

For our Prayers --We offer our prayers and sympathy for family and
friends of Edward Ray Martinez who passed away on
July 9, 2017.
Those in Care or Assisted Living Facilities:
At Parkwood: Virgil Haake, Emolyn Skinner;
At Wheatland Terrace: Kyle Whitcomb’s mother; At
Country Estates: Verle Ralston; At Valley Eldercare: Joan Bristol; At Good
Samaritan, East Grand Forks: Velma Fruetel, Charlene Kotts; At Mapleview
Memory Care: Phyllis Sand; At Home: Ole Dahlen, Alice Darling, Norma
Dugas, Marlo Gade, Shirley Hoff, Pat Klokstad, Iris Root, Carolyn
Strand, Ray Spicer, Marijo Whitcomb’s mother and father.
Jean Beach has moved to a nursing home in St. Paul, closer to her
daughter, Roberta. Her address is Episcopal Homes, King House, 1879
Feronia Ave #150, St. Paul, MN 55104-3549.
If there are people, joys or concerns that you would like to have
included in this monthly prayer list, please email them to
gfwesley@midconetwork.com.
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