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Holy Week Services
This week, we will gather together to remember, just as Jesus
asked us to do – to remember the lessons of the Last Supper,
to realize again the suffering of our Savior as he was brutalized
and crucified, and to celebrate the glorious resurrection and
story of the empty tomb. Please plan to join us for each of these services:
Maundy Thursday: Supper with soup, chili, and stew in the main floor
Fellowship Room at 6:00. The sacrament of Holy Communion will be
incorporated into our meal.
Good Friday: Members of Zion UMC will join us in our sanctuary at 7:00
p.m. for a solemn Tenebrae service, commemorating the passion of
Christ.
Easter Sunday: Regular worship with our traditional service at 9:00 and the
Ignite praise service at 11:15.

Join Us
Sunday
8:30 Coffee Fellowship
9:00 Worship Service
10:10 Children’s Music &
Sunday school for all
ages (Sep—May)
11:15 Ignite Praise
Service

Church Office Hours
Mon —Thurs
9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Happy Anniversary
On April 22, we will celebrate the 50th Anniversary
of the United Methodist Church. During our
worship services that morning, we will give thanks
for the half century of faith and service through
our current denominational identity. The UMC
came into being in 1968 with approval of the
merger of the Methodist Church and the
Evangelical United Brethren (EUB). Having been
two separate denominations prior to 1968 explains
why many communities retain two UMC churches,
one with a history in each denomination. That
includes our Grand Forks churches, Wesley UMC
(UM) and Zion (EUB). In such a divisive time as
this, come and celebrate a momentous union, a
truly connectional church.

Buildings and People
Our mission statement at Wesley charges us to “make new disciples of Jesus
Christ for the transformation of the world.” That seems to be all about people.
“So,” some have asked me, “why have we spent so much time and money on
buildings over the past couple of years? Shouldn’t we be spending more on our
people and programs?” Yes – and yes – and, well, yes.
Yes, we have allocated considerable resources to buildings in the past few years.
We recently completed the purchase of a house to be used as the parsonage and
home for Jeff and Holly Lathrop and their sons when they move to Grand
Forks as our next clergy family. Since I retired as your pastor five years ago, a
number of improvements have been made to our church building, including
remodeling of the lobby, air conditioning, new boiler, and some new windows
and exterior doors.
And, yes, we should be spending more time and money on programs, especially
those that serve to better accomplish our mission. We should be offering more
activities that reach out to the neighborhood and community, both to serve
others and to make our name known around town. We should be encouraging
more of you to become involved in faith development activities, including
additional Bible study groups, Sunday school classes, and other opportunities to
grow in faith beyond Sunday morning worship. We should engage other
persons through our mission and service activities, encountering directly those in
need in addition to raising funds or gathering supplies to serve their needs.
And, there is another “yes”: we still should be doing more in regard to our
building. But, we should do so after thinking about how it serves people and
programs. What could we do with our church to make it more inviting to
visitors? What could we do to make it more useful and attractive for our
members? What could we do to make it more functional and economical to
operate?
Watch for more information in the coming days in regard to our buildings –
and, in the meantime – think about our church. Send me your ideas for what we
could or should be doing to make it better. E-mail or drop off your suggestions
and be sure to include your name so that I or members of our Trustees could
contact you for further discussion of your ideas.
Let’s be about both people and buildings; surely we can gather the resources to
do both, with your prayerful support.
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April Journey of Faith
On Sunday evening, April 8, our Northeastern District Superintendent
(and former Wesley associate pastor) Randy Cross will provide the next
Journey of Faith program on The Meaning of Easter. Join us for good food
and fellowship at 5:00 that afternoon and stay for Rev. Cross’ wonderful
message of faith at 5:30.

A Perspective on Easter
We shouldn’t be surprised at how surprised [the disciples] were on
the first Easter morning. It wasn’t just a lack of faith that had stopped
them understanding what Jesus has said in Galilee about his rising again. It
was simply that nobody had ever dreamed that one single living person
would be killed stone dead and then raised to a new sort of bodily life the
other side of the grave, while the rest of the world carried on as before.
The women, obviously, weren’t expecting it. They weren’t going to
the tomb saying to themselves, “Well, we’ve got the spices in case he’s still
dead, but let’s hope he’s alive again.” They knew well enough that dead
people remained dead. …
The opening mood of Easter morning, then, is one of surprise,
astonishment, fear and confusion. Yes, Jesus did say something like this
would occur; he told us so all right. But we still don’t know what’s going
on, what it all means, what will happen next. … Easter is always a surprise,
whether we meet it in celebrating the feast itself, or in the sudden surges
of God’s grace overturning tragedy in our own lives or in the world.
No doubt our own resurrection will be as much of a surprise, in its
own way, as that of Jesus. From the beginning, the gospels is good news,
not least because it dares to tell us things we didn’t expect, weren’t inclined to believer, and couldn’t understand.
- From Luke for Everyone by Tom Wright (2001, Westminster
John Knox Press), pp. 290-291.
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1 Khloe Olson
2 April Baumer
Austin Young
4 Keith Brown
7 Andrew Galegher
8 Scott Taylor
9 Gail O’Connell
10 Irene Wagner
Erik Burgess
11 Heidi Spicer
13 Ali Church
14 Aleece Mero
15 Mark Schlasner
Skyler Gilberts
Evan Gores
17 Harold Evans
20 Amy Huss
21 Ron Willey
JoAnn Ness
22 Jackson Polries
24 Peg Kindem
Matthew Taillon

25 Edward Van Duyn
Tom Tollefson
Susan Guseman
Tammy Harlow
Amber Nelson
Jayna Polries
27 Ricky Farroh
28 Sterling Reed
29 Caleb Machart
30 Christopher Robinson

6 Bryon & Denise Bischoff
Ryan & Jessica Zerr
10 George & Sandy Wogaman
11 Gary & Karen Ford
13 James & Linda Juntunen
20 Bill & DeAnn Kerzman
25 Ron & Geraldine Elliott
26 Dwight & Jean Westman
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United Methodist Camping for 2018
Even though the weather remains cold and
snowy, it’s not too early to begin thinking
about summer camp. The United Methodist
Dakotas Conference operates three camps:
Wesley Acres on Bald Creek north of Valley
City; Lake Poinsett south of Watertown, SD;
and Storm Mountain in the Black Hills near Rapid City, SD. Other opportunities are provided through the camps operated by the Minnesota
Annual Conference: Northern Pines near Park Rapids, Kowakan Adventures in Ely, and Koronis Ministries by Paynesville. As examples of the
kind of experiences offered at these camps, our closest camp, Wesley
Acres, this summer will be providing SonSeekers for grades K-3, Elementary and Mini-camps for grades 4-6, Minecraft and Canoe camps for
grades 5-8, Junior High Basketball Blast for grades 6-9, and Star Wars
Camp for grades 7-12, in addition to family camps for all ages in June and
July.
To find out more, pick up one of the camp brochures at the Welcome
Center in the church lobby and/or go online at www.dakcamps.org. Wesley has scholarship support available to assist families with the cost of
camps. The early bird deadline for discounted rates is April 30, so plan to
register by that time. For further information, you may check with Pastor
Jerry or Judy Christy.

Join Us on Tuesdays
Each Tuesday evening at 7:00, an adult study group meets in the Wesley
Library. During the month of April the participants will focus their discussions on other world religions, considering Buddhism on the 3rd,
Islam on April 10, and Judaism on April 17. On April 24, Pastor Jerry will
offer a perspective on the complexities of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
All interested persons are invited to join this group for any or all of these
study sessions.
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Children’s Sunday School music
The children did a wonderful job, helping to bring
in Holy Week by waving palms and singing songs
of praise on Palm Sunday. We will be working on
our final selections which we will sing at the first
service on Mother’s Day Sunday, May
13th. Thank you for bringing your children to
Sunday School.
Kellie Burgess

The annual lock-in was a success!! We had about 17 youth and 4
adults who participated. We learned from Mark Guy how to keep
balance in our life by playing with marshmallows, tooth picks, pipe
cleaners, and crayfish!! Laurie Guy also taught us about balance
and how to use building blocks in continuing our Christian faith
with a rousing game of Jenga. Dusty Martin and Patrick
Lamberson were able to join in the activities. It was great to catch
up with these young men. Patrick proved once again that he is the
best hider in the church when it comes to playing Sardines. I
learned that John Martin has mad bowling skills, although I bested
him when it came to staying up all night… I also learned that I do
not want to play Night at the Museum with Maddie Myrold or
Emma Jackson – those girls are very scary in the dark!! The leaders
will be working on an end of the year activity. Details will be
posted in the Sunday bulletins and by email. If anyone has any
suggestions, please let one of the leaders know. Thank you to the
youth, their parents, and the congregation for the support and
commitment.
Kellie Burgess
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A Call to Prayer and Self-Denial
Every year, United Methodist Women’s observance of “A Call to Prayer and
Self –Denial” gives members and friends of local and district units an
opportunity to reflect on the gospel of Christ, pray together and designate funds
for ministry on a particular mission focus. In response to God’s love and grace,
offerings support mission with women, children and youth.
In 2018, offerings received from “Call to Prayer” will support national and
international programs that focus on developing leaders. Programs offer
educational opportunities for women and girls who are underserved, they
provide services to female-headed households. Projects include child after
school programs, GED and ESL programs, life skills training, and scholarships.
For nearly 150 years United Methodist Women, motivated by Love and
Christian Caring, has been at the forefront of reaching isolated women and girls
with opportunities.
______________________________________________________________

United Methodist Women Focus Day
At Wesley UMC
Saturday, April 14, 2018
Hosted by Zion UMW and Wesley UMW for women in the Upper Valley area
of the Northeast District of UMW.
Registration and coffee at 9:00 am, with program to begin at 9:30 am. We'll
finish with lunch served at about 12:30 pm. The registration cost, including
lunch is $8.00.
All women are invited to join us for the morning to learn about United
Methodist Women and information about Mission u studies as well as upcoming
activities and events in the Northeast District and in the Dakotas Conference.
If you are planning to attend, please contact Berniece Holm at
701-775-7450 or at rus_730@msn.com by Wednesday, April 11.
We hope you will consider attending this event. Come and enjoy a day of
fellowship and learning!
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Comfort Kits
New Spirit Lake Mission Project
Bears, Blankets, and Books
Members of Wesley UMW are coordinating a new mission project for
the Spirit Lake Ministry Center starting this spring. Our plan is to assemble items for comfort kits to be given to children of families who
are dealing with challenging issues such as a serious illness or a death
in the family. The kits will be for children ages preschool through elementary age and each kit will contain a bear, a throw-size blanket and a
book or coloring book and crayons. We are asking members of the
church to help by contributing items for the kits. One idea is for families with children to have their children help shop for the bear and
bring it to church on Mothers’ Day. We are hoping to schedule a family event to put the kits together shortly after that time. If you cannot be
in church on Mothers’ Day there will be a collection bin in the fellowship area where you can leave your items. Please help us in collecting
these items. Our hope is that this can be all-church family project. Below is a short message from Mike Flowers as to how the comfort kits
can meet a need at Spirit Lake.
“Just last week we had a death in our community. This seems to happen more often than not and we adults are prepared, as best we can be,
for the inevitable. For our children, this is another matter. Here at
Spirit Lake Ministry, we try to help those grieving loved ones cope the
best we can. We have churches around the conference provide us with
Prayer Shawls to comfort the adults, but we have not had anything for
the children. These comfort kits of a blanket, stuffed animal and book
will provide us with a means to help those children who lose loved one
cope in some small way. We want to thank you for thinking of our ministry and those who are affected by loss. Blessings. “
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Online giving
Wednesdays at 1:30 p.m.
Quilting, Room 305.
Everyone is
Welcome!
For questions,
call Helen DeMaster
701.772.3584

You can now manage your
giving on line through our
web site at gfwesley.org.
Click on the “online giving”
tab and follow the steps to

Wesley Book Club will meet on
April 17 at 7:00 p.m.
Book: How Angel Peterson Got His Name
by Gary Paulsen
Hostess: Linda Juntunen
For more information contact
Pat Henry at pathenry@gra.midco.net
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Contacting Pastor Jerry
e-mail: jerry.bass@gra.midco.net
cell phone: 701-775-5696
Office hours: 9-12 Monday-Thursday
(other times by appointment)
(these may vary, so best to call ahead)

.

OFFERING RECEIVED
2017

2018

Prepaid
Pledges
$860.00
$5,780.00
January
$30,008.22
$21,211.31
February
$17,884.95
$17,843.01
March
$21,161,86
$15,372.00
April
$25,012.07
May
$23,298.36
June
$19,875.01
July
$20,196.81
August
$13,769.38
September $16,844.35
October
$21,174.21
November $15,899.90
December $32,758.61
____________________________________
Total
$258,743.73
$54,426.32

SUNDAY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE

March 4
March 11
March 18
March 25

117
109
93

117

You are invited to a baby
shower for Katie (Stoley) and
Justin Kilmer as we celebrate
the upcoming birth
of their baby boy.
11:00, Saturday, April 21
Here at Wesley
Katie and Justin are registered
at Target if you wish to bring a
gift.
Please plan to come and wish
them well as they get ready for
the birth of their first child.
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Phone: 701-772-1869
Fax: 701-772-1940
E-mail:
gfwesley@midconetwork.com
Check out the Newsletter online at: www.gfwesley.org
Worship Schedule
See Calendar and front page for worship times
Office hours: Mon. thru Thurs.. 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Interim Pastor: .................................................. Reverend Jerry Bass
Choir Director/Organist: ........................................ Marjorie Myrold
Choir Accompanist: ................................................ Carol Lamberson
Secretary: ..……………………………………………………...Rachelle Bontrager

at
www.gfwesley.org
and like us on
Facebook to keep
up with what's
going on at Wesley

The Wesley Witness
A publication of Wesley United Methodist Church. Published 12
times each year to keep members and friends informed of programs
of the church and to report news about the Wesley family.

For our Prayers --Those in Care or Assisted Living Facilities:
At Valley 4000: Kyle Whitcomb’s mother
At Country Estates: Verle Ralston
At Valley Eldercare: Joan Bristol
At Good Samaritan, East Grand Forks: Velma Fruetel, and
Charlene Kotts
At Mapleview Memory Care: Phyllis Sand, Del Kindem
Those in Their Own Homes:
Ole Dahlen, Alice Darling, Norma Dugas, Marlo Gade,
Shirley Hoff, Iris Root, Carolyn Strand, Marijo Whitcomb’s
mother and father.
If there are people, joys, or concerns that you would like to have
included in this monthly prayer list, please email them to
gfwesley@midconetwork.com.
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