
Other conferences across the United States have also voiced their concerns about the 
actions taken at the General Conference.

United Methodists from Washington and the northern panhandle of Idaho approved legislation 
supporting the Marriage Equality Act. 

At the Iowa conference June 2-5, more than 500 signed a “Do No Harm” covenant stating the 
denomination’s top lawmaking body made decisions that violated John Wesley’s first General 
Rule by failing to acknowledge that members of The United Methodist Church are divided on 
homosexuality.

Members of the Minnesota Annual (regional) Conference, meeting May 30-June 1, voted to 
send a resolution opposing a proposed amendment to the Minnesota state constitution that 
only a union of one man and one woman will be recognized as marriage. The proposal will be 
on the November ballot. 

In the New York Annual (regional) Conference, some delegates were so disappointed with the 
church’s decision not to change the Book of Discipline that they were considering a study 
about leaving the denomination. However, two proposals more welcoming to gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, trans-gender persons were approved in their June 2-6 meeting in Hempstead, N.Y. 
One calls for a study committee for an inclusive conference and the other affirms the 
conference’s historic commitment to the “rights and privileges of all persons, including LGBT 
persons.” 

California-Pacific, California-Nevada, Rocky Mountain, Desert Southwest and Oregon-Idaho 
conferences recommitted to their “We Will Not Be Silent” resolution made by the Western 
Jurisdiction in 2000 and updated in 2004.

Three conferences in the North Central Jurisdiction — Illinois Great Rivers, Northern Illinois 
and West Michigan — expressed sadness at the actions of the 2012 General Conference.

In the Northeastern Jurisdiction, Greater New Jersey will have a conference-wide “Day of 
Prayer & Healing” on Sept. 30 for those hurt by conversations around human sexuality.

The Arkansas Annual Conference in the South Central Jurisdiction committed “to approach 
with respect and humility the differences faithful United Methodists have concerning the issue 
of homosexuality; and to encourage a series of sacred conversations about human sexuality, 
with a theologically diverse task force.”
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