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Change is coming!  
Can you feel it?
Did you realize that we here at Wesley United Methodist Church have been a 
part of the change for the last nine years? 

In 2003 we voted to become a Reconciling Congregation, one that is open 
and welcoming to all those who want a worshiping experience that is free of 
discrimination regardless of sexual orientation or identity.  At that time we 
joined the Reconciling Ministries Network, a group of United Methodists 
whose ministry works toward this goal.

Here at Wesley we formed the Jericho group which searches for ways to 
break down the walls that prevent some people from experiencing the full 
love of Christ.  Jericho strives to live up to our reconciling identity by 
providing opportunities for worship, celebration and education centered 
around our brothers and sisters within the GLBTQ community.

With the recommendation and support of the Reconciling Ministries 
Network, we had a petition drive to remove the anti-homosexual language in 
the Methodist Book Of Discipline. Our delegates at the New England Annual 
Conference introduced these petitions where they were overwhelmingly 
approved for presentation at the General Conference this April.

We celebrate that on February 5th, St. John’s Methodist Church in Dover 
joined us in the changes that are coming by voting to also become a 
Reconciling Congregation.  They join ourselves at Wesley UMC and the 
Lebanon UMC congregation as only the third United Methodist congregation 
in New Hampshire to declare itself “reconciling”.

The Reconciling Ministries Network is  mobilizing United Methodists of all 
sexual orientations and gender identities to transform our Church and world 
into the full expression of Christ’s inclusive love.  They provide literature and 
education opportunities that guide Congregations who are considering the 
reconciling process, as well as ideas for worship experiences. They provide 



annual gathering events to share the message of an all-inclusive church. The 
RMN maintains a presence at all Annual Conferences and the General 
Conference.

Globally, the Reconciling Ministries Network concern for equality extends to 
the human rights of all, not just United Methodists.  In 2009, they were one 
of the first groups to bring news of pending legislation in Uganda, where it is 
currently illegal to be gay, to the attention of the international community. 
Because of this, and with the pressure of various Human Rights Groups, this 
legislation, which not only results in imprisonment for gays and lesbians, but 
provides the death penalty for repeat offenders, has been tabled by the 
Ugandan Parliament each year it is reintroduced.

For 9 years, Wesley UMC has been a part of the Reconciling Ministries 
Network.  I am proud of this!  I am also proud of the hard work being done 
by the Jericho team.  If you would like to be a part of the Jericho team here at 
Wesley, speak with a Pastor or Richard Lessard.  All are welcome!  We have 
set up a table in the narthex with more information about the Reconciling 
Ministries Network for you.  If you would like to support their work, a 
donation envelope has been provided for you in the bulletin.  

Change IS coming.  
It’s not a matter of if, but when.  
Jesus wants all people to come to Him!  He taught us to love our neighbor. 
Jesus didn’t put limits on His love for us, and He wouldn’t want us to limit 
ours for others.


