
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

WESLEYAN THEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
51st Annual Meeting 
March 11-12, 2016 

Point Loma Nazarene University 
San Diego, CA 

 

THEME: THE NEW BIRTH 
 
KEYNOTE SPEAKER:  
 

Oliver Davies, Professor of Christian Doctrine, King’s College London 
   
PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS:  

Doug Koskela, Associate Professor of Theology, Seattle Pacific University 
 
PROGRAM CHAIR: 
 Scott Kisker, Professor of the History of Christianity, United Theological Seminary 
 
 
CALL FOR PAPERS: 
The theme for the 2016 meeting is “The New Birth.”  John Wesley opened his 1760 sermon on 
this topic with the following: “If any doctrines within the whole compass of Christianity may be 
properly termed fundamental, they are doubtless these two—the doctrine of justification, and that 
of the new birth.” Why did this doctrine hold such a central place in Wesley’s theological vision?  
How did it relate to other dimensions of his soteriology?  What has become of this doctrine 
among his heirs in the Wesleyan tradition?  This meeting will provide the opportunity to explore 
the theme of the new birth in the work of John and Charles Wesley, the Wesleyan tradition, and 
the wider Christian heritage. It will also consider broader issues of salvation and transformation 
in the Christian life from the perspective of the various theological disciplines. 
 
Paper topics might include but are not limited to the following: 
 

• Consideration of biblical texts that relate to imagery of new birth and/or transformation 
 

• Exploration of the historical and theological influences on John Wesley’s doctrine of the 
new birth 
 

• Analysis of the relation of the new birth to other dimensions of John Wesley’s soteriology 
and his broader theological vision 
 

• Examination of themes of new birth and transformation in hymns of Charles Wesley 
 

• Consideration of the relationship between regeneration and baptism as understood by John 
Wesley and in the various Wesleyan churches 



 
• Exploration of global perspectives on salvation and transformation in the Christian life 

 
• Examination of the place of regeneration and transformation in the church’s ministry 

 
• Analysis of the use of “born again” language in theological and political discourse in 

various historical periods 
 

• Consideration of the place of regeneration in a contemporary soteriological vision  
 

• Exploration of the dynamics of personal transformation from the perspectives of the 
natural and social sciences 
 

• Examination of the themes of new birth and regeneration in various ecclesial traditions 
and ecumenical dialogue 

 
Completed paper proposal forms are to be sent to only one section chair of the program 
section of preference listed below by October 1, 2015. Proposal forms are provided on the 
next page. See the WTS website for more information: http://wtsweb.org. 
 
Persons interested in proposing new sessions or individual papers that do not fit neatly into our 
established sections are encouraged to do so.  Please submit those to our program chair, Scott 
Kisker (stkisker@united.edu), also by the October 1, 2015 deadline. 

Biblical Studies:     
Bill Malas  
william.malas.jr@enc.edu  

 
Ecumenical Studies:  

Kelly Yates  
kyates@snu.edu 

 
Intercultural Studies: 

Nell Becker Sweeden  
nbeckersweeden@georgefox.edu 

 
Historical Studies: 

Kevin Watson  
kevin.watson@emory.edu  
 

Moral Theology: 
Joseph Bankard  
jabankard@nnu.edu 
  

Practical Theology/Christian Formation: 
Mark Maddix  
mamaddix@nnu.edu 

 
Science and Theology: 
   Thomas Jay Oord 
   tjoord@nnu.edu  
 

SSPWT (Psychology and Wesleyan 
Theology): 
   Brandon Arbuckle  
   bmarbuckle@gmail.com 
    
Systematic Theology: 

K. Steve McCormick  
smccormick@nts.edu 
  

Theological Education: 
Justus Hunter 
jhhunter@mail.smu.edu 
 

Theology and Popular Culture: 
   John Bechtold  
   jbechtold@iliff.edu  
 
Theology and Preaching: 
   Tammy Condon 
   tcondon@nazarene.org   
 
Women’s Studies: 

Karen Winslow  
kwinslow@apu.edu 
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PAPER PROPOSAL FORM 

DUE: OCTOBER 1, 2015 
2016 ANNUAL MEETING OF THE WESLEYAN THEOLOGICAL SOCIETY  

“THE NEW BIRTH” 
 

Please add the information below and email proposal as an electronic document to the chair of 
the one preferred section that you select (from the list at the conclusion of the Call for Papers). 

 
WTS SECTION NAME:  
 
TYPE OF PRESENTATION (SELECT ONE): Paper, Panel, Other (Specify):   
 
PRESENTATION TITLE:  
 
PROPOSAL SYNOPSIS (250–300 WORDS):  
 
PRESENTER’S FULL NAME:  
 
PRESENTER’S TITLE:  
 
POSITION:  
 
INSTITUTION (if any):  
 
ADDRESS:  
 
EMAIL:  
 
WORK AND/OR HOME PHONE:  
 
FAX AND/OR WEBSITE:  
 
PRESENTATION NEEDS (Select all that apply): Audio, Video, Visual (e.g., PowerPoint), Other (Specify):  
 
SUGGESTED RESPONDENT (INCLUDE EMAIL):  
 
PERMISSION TO RECORD:  
 
NAME AND EMAIL OF PROFESSOR ENDORSING PAPER/PRESENTER (for Masters students only):  
 
 
 
REVIEWERS COMMENTS:  
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	Doug Koskela, Associate Professor of Theology, Seattle Pacific University
	Program Chair:
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