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From the Pastor: 

Happy Anniversary Reformation!  500 Years and Counting! 

In October of 2017 we will reach the 500th anniversary of the event that began the series of events that led 
to the Reformation: Martin Luther’s nailing the 95 Theses for debate on the door of the castle church in 
Wittenberg, Saxony.  Lutherans of all varieties will be taking the opportunity this year to remember this day and 
celebrate the Reformation.  But I think there are some things we all should keep in mind.   

First – The nailing event was only the first of a series of events that led to a permanent break between 
various German churches and Rome.  This was not Luther’s intent.  He did not set out to create a new church, he 
only wanted to call attention to what he felt were abuses and he hoped that the leadership would address these.  
Was he cynical or naïve in this expectation?  It is a good question.  Power had corrupted the Roman church of 
the late Middle Ages so much that there would have been no realistic possibility that the church would have 
reformed itself, especially on the basis of some critiques by an obscure Augustinian monk from the backwaters of 
Northern Germany. Personally, I think Luther was sincere initially in hoping for debate and reform.  But it did 
not take long for him to give up this hope. 

2nd – Luther had not been the first person to raise the concerns.  The Czech priest Jan Hus had raised 
many of the same issues. The church responded by inviting him to Rome for “discussions” and then had him 
arrested and executed – burned at the stake.  Luther would not make the same mistake.  And Luther was lucky to 
have as his prince the Elector Frederick the Wise, who protected him.  This protection was essential for Luther.  
Without it he would have undoubtedly ended up tied to a stake in Rome like Hus. 

3rd – Two other secondary things came together with this event and without either of them Luther’s protest 
would have probably fizzled.  1st, Luther made the curious decision to write these Theses (topics for debate) in 
German, the language that was spoken by the population, rather than in Latin which was the academic language 
for scholarship, writing and debate.  It is a curious decision.  The majority of the population could neither read 
nor write either German or Latin.  However, most of the students and certainly all of Luther’s colleagues certainly 
could and once these were posted and printed Luther’s Theses papered all of Northern Germany.  One can 
imagine students in the local taverns reading the document aloud to all of those who were assembled.  And this 
leads to important happenstance #2: the invention of the Printing Press in 1440 by Johannes Gutenberg.  
Additionally the fact that there was a printer in Wittenberg and that they were looking for things to print was the 
other element here.  When Hus was burned at the stake in 1415 there was no printing press and most folks had 
little knowledge of what the Czech priest had written.  By 1517 everyone who wanted a copy had a copy and this 
even led to an interest in learning to read. 

4th – There were others who are very, very important to the development and success of the Reformation: 
Philip Melanchthon is first and foremost.  This quiet and unassuming, brilliant scholar of Classical and Biblical 
Greek served as a calming influence, grounding the emotional and often irascible Luther.  Another favorite of 
mine was Frederick’s private secretary Georg Spalatin, who was also a priest, a Greek scholar, a lawyer and a 
humanist.  Like Melanchthon he was careful, methodical and organized.  He often found himself going between 
Luther and Elector Frederick.  And as upset as Luther sometimes got with Spalatin he nonetheless may very well 
owe his life to this brilliant man who was Frederick’s most trusted advisor.  I will confess that Spalatin is my 
favorite figure of the Reformation. Without Spalatin there may well have been no German Reformation in 1517. 

5th – This is important.  Too often in the past celebrations of Reformation Sunday and Reformation 
anniversaries have become times to condemn Roman Catholicism - “We are glad we are not like them!” we say in 
so many ways.  And indeed much of what we do and do not do in worship and in other areas of ministry have 
been too often determined by doing the opposite of whatever we think is “Catholic.”  Lutherans in the past have 
even gone so far as the change the words of the Ecumenical Apostle’s Creed in order to avoid being “Catholic.”  



(e.g. changing “I believe in the holy catholic church” to “holy Christian church,’ whatever that is!)  The time for 
such Catholic bashing and defining ourselves as anti-Catholic is over. First of all, the Roman Catholic Church of 
the 21st century under the Papacy of the wonderful Pope Francis is not the church of the late Middle Ages.  We 
have come a long way from those days and it is time we recognized that.  Also, Roman Catholics and Lutherans 
have made great progress in healing the medieval rifts.  Agreements on a variety of theological issues have been 
reached, most notably one on the doctrine of “Justification.”  Last fall the Pope himself joined with Lutherans for 
worship.  This is worth celebrating. 

Do we agree on everything?  No.  Is that necessary?  I think not.  The fact is that we need each other and 
we need to join with each other to address some of the serious problems of our time.  Lutherans and Catholics 
and other protestant Christians all have the work of the Kingdom to do and this includes – addressing issues of 
systemic poverty and violence; reaching out, assisting and working to re-settle the masses of refugees; opposing 
injustice and working together to see that all people are respected no matter their cultural background, their race, 
skin color or even their creed.  Christians have an obligation to work in this manner.  Hate and exclusivism is 
never acceptable for a Christian and it is the work of Lutherans and Catholics and other Christians to boldly speak 
this word in the midst of our fractured, violent, exclusivist, greedy and hateful world. 

And this is why the Reformation matters in 2017!  Our issues today are no longer the same issues of 1517, 
and we dare not pretend that they are.  Rather we have new issues to which the church universal (the church 
catholic) needs to address.  Being grounded and reminded of our Reformation heritage is one way to propel this 
work.  And to this end you can look for Reformation events throughout the year, both on the national, synod and 
local level.   

During the season of Lent the Wartburg Parish Lenten series will focus on Luther’s Small Catechism.  
We encourage you to come to the services and bring your copy.  We will have copies for you there if you don’t 
have one.  Why not also take the opportunity to review the Small Catechism by reading sections of it each day 
throughout Lent, even memorizing parts – like Luther’s magnificent explanation of the Apostle’s Creed. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Worship 

We bring the season of Epiphany to an end with the feast of the Transfiguration.  Then we begin the 
journey to the cross in Lent.  Lent begins with Ash Wednesday where we are marked with ashes in the 
shape of a cross: ashes to remind us of our mortality, and the cross to remind us that in Christ we are 
saved.  During the season of Lent we will celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion weekly.   

Feb. 25/26 – The Feast of the Transfiguration of our Lord – The season of Epiphany closes with the 
festival of the Transfiguration.  With this event Jesus then begins his journey to Jerusalem and to the 
cross.  We will “bury” the Alleluia at the close of the service.  

March 1 – Ash Wednesday - Services as Peace at 12:30 PM and at 7:00 PM.  The traditional service of the 
Imposition of Ashes with Holy Communion will be celebrated. 

Lenten Worship – Throughout the season of Lent, Pastor Duncan will preach a series of sermons on the 
Sermon on the Mount from the Gospel of Matthew chapters 5 through 7.  The series will begin on Lent I 
with the traditional Gospel text of the testing in the wilderness from Matthew 4 and will continue with 
the Beatitudes on Lent II. 

April 8/9– Palm Sunday/Sunday of the Passion – We will celebrate the entry of Jesus into Jerusalem 
on Palm Sunday with the traditional procession of Palms.  The service will also include the reading of the 
Passion of St. Matthew. Holy Communion will be celebrated at all services. 

Keep an eye out of for prayer stations, again this year during Lent.  We 
have new stations that seem really fun. We all need new ways to pray 
and I hope these will help.  I know they have me. 
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Wartburg Parish Lenten Worship: 
Luther’s Small Catechism 

The Wartburg Parish invites you to join us for worship on Wednesdays throughout the 
season of Lent.  There will be two opportunities to attend Lenten services this year on 
Wednesdays in Lent: 

Wednesday afternoons at 12:30 – All afternoon services held at Peace, Steeleville 

Wednesday evenings at 7:00 – Rotating Schedule: 
    March 8 at St. John’s, Post Oak – 10 Commandments 
    March 15 at St. John’s, Bremen –Apostle’s Creed 
    March 22 at Peace, Steeleville – Lord’s Prayer 
    March 29 at Peace, Chester – Baptism 
    April 5 at St. Peter, Wine Hill – Holy Communion 

You are invited and encouraged to bring your own copy of Luther’s Small Catechism 

We also invite you to join us at 6:00 PM at each of these locations for a simple Soup and Sandwich meal.  
Following the meal we will move to the Sanctuary for worship.  Each service will last about 30 minutes 
and will include lessons, a meditation and prayers.  Please plan to join us for these services. 

 

 
 

Holy Week at Peace 
April 9 – Woman’s Service at 4:00pm  - This service is open to Only 
Women and Girls of all ages.  This will be a quiet meditative service that will 
focus on women, their relationship with Jesus and their journey to the Cross.  
There will be a light reception immediately following. As we get closer to April 
9th, we will have more details. This service is sponsored by the Wartburg Parish. 

April 13  – Maundy Thursday 
  12:30 pm – Holy Communion 

 7:00 pm - Holy Communion and Stripping of the Altar 
April 14  – Good Friday Tenebre 

  12:30 pm – Service of Shadows will commemorate the death of our Lord. 
 5:15 pm – Good Friday Children’s Service –we would like to have all of the children here 
at church.  We will have a specially designed service for children of all ages but especially young 
children. This service is designed to teach the children the story of the Crucifix and Resurrection. This 
service is sponsored by the Wartburg Parish and is for all children. 
 7:30 pm – Service of Shadows will commemorate the death of our Lord. The choir will sing at 
this service. 
April 15  - Holy Saturday - Service of Prayer and Silence – 6:00 PM 
A prayer service of waiting and watching – commemorating the Burial of Jesus. This is not an 
Easter service – it is a service of prayer – waiting and watching.  The Service will be 
held in the Chapel. 
April 16 - Easter-  

  6:00 am Easter Vigil with the First Eucharist of Easter 
  7:00 am Easter Breakfast 
  8:15 am Sunday School/Adult Forum/Easter Egg Hunt  
                          For preschool through 6th grade 
  9:30 am Easter Festival Communion Service 



Below are the contributions for the month of February.  
(thru February 12th) 

                   $4,999.47 is needed weekly to meet our budget   
     

Date             Weekly Offering          Received Year         Needed Year         Difference Year 
         To Date   To Date    To Date 

4 & 5     $4,650.01                $25,024.81                  $24,997.35                $    27.46 
11 & 12           $5,251.59                $30,276.40         $29,996.82                $  279.58 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

The Southern Conference Spring 
Assembly will be held Sunday, March 5, 2017 
at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church in DeSoto, IL.  
All members are invited to attend. We will have 
spring elections of Conference Dean, Clergy 
Vice President, Youth Committee (Adult & 
Youth), Worship and Education Committee, 
Synod Council, (Lay), Leadership Support of 
Subcommittee (Clergy), Mission Support and 
Stewardship Education Committee, and New 
and Renewing Congregations Committee,   
adoption of our Plan of Spending for Mission 
and Ministry in 2017 -2018 Report from Synod 
Representative, and a discussion on Hosting 
the Synod Assembly for June 1 -3 in 
Collinsville, IL. The program is Trinity Olney 
Sharing Storybook Ministry.  Registration 
begins at 2:30 pm, Worship at 3:00 pm, 
Meeting at 3:30 pm, and supper from 5 – 6pm. 
Donation of $5 for the meal.   
Please RSVP to Mt Calvary Lutheran 
618/867-2418 or 
mtcalvaryelca@frontier.com before 
Feb. 27th.  
 

Adult Choir  
Rehearsal – Thurs. Mar. 2nd at 7pm 
Sing – Sunday, Mar. 5th at 9am 
Rehearse – Thurs. Mar. 30th at 7pm 

Sing – Sunday, April, 2nd at 9am 
Rehearsal – Thurs., Apr. 6th at 7pm 
Rehearsal – Thurs., Apr. 13th following Maundy 
 Thursday Service 
Sing – Fri., April 14th at 7pm 
Sing – Sunday, April 16th at 6AM 
 

Soup and Sandwiches Needed:  We are 
in need of Soup and Sandwiches for the 
Mar. 22nd. Lenten Service which we are 
hosting.  If you would like to make some 

soup or sandwiches, please contact Debbie 
Picker at 618-443-8384 before March 17th. 

Food Pantry 
The Food Pantry continues to help 
meet the needs of the people in 
our community. We have a 
wonderful group of volunteers that 

keep Tuesday Mornings running smoothly. 
Working in the Pantry is not just a matter of 
handing food out, in fact that is our least 
important job. Many of the people who come to 
the Pantry are in need of more than food. If it’s 
a smile, some small conversation or a hug, our 
workers seem to know what it is and pelvis it.  
If the person needs help in finding a place to 
live, furniture or a myriad of other needs, we 
always try to help.  I’m very proud to say 
Steeleville Community Food Pantry is much 
more than a place to get food, it a place to find 
a caring neighbor.   
If you know anyone who needs help or would 
like to volunteer, please refer them to the 
Pantry. 
 

Pastor Duncan will be gone the 
week of April 24th through May 
2nd.  If you are in need of 
pastoral care those weeks you 

can contact Julie (618-301-6561), Pr. Debra 
Rathert (618-318-2026) or Pr. Dennis 
Scoville (309-232-9150). 
 

BOOK IN A BASKET – Social 
Ministry will be making the Book 
in a Basket this year. They are in 
need of baskets, chocolate 
crosses, books and toys for ages 

0 – 12 years old.  There is a box in the 
fellowship hall by the piano.  They do not 
need grass.  Please have your donations in 
by the end of March 
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Wednesday All Stars 
 We have a great group of 
All Stars this year.  During the 
spring we will be talking about 
the great stories of the Bible. 

These stories never get old and always have 
something to teach us. 
Below is the schedule for WAS for the rest of 
the school year. 
March 1, Ash Wednesday, No All Stars 
March 15, Family Night 
April 12, Holy Week, No All Stars 
April 26, Family Night and End of the Year 
Celebration. 
  

 

NEWS FLASH!!!!! 
We interrupt this 
broadcast with reports 

coming in from all over the city of young 
superheroes demonstrating the 
characteristics of heart, courage, 
wisdom, hope and power! 
 Hero Central 2017 VBS prepares 
kids with special abilities to Do good! 
Seek peace and go after it!  Psalms. 
31:14B.  Kids learn God's heroes have 
heart, courage, wisdom, hope, and power. 
Grab your cape and get ready to fly with 
epic music, crafty crafts, heroic 
recreation, and fantastic Bible stories! 
 

This year VBS will be held from June 19 
through June 23, 2017.   
 

Please volunteer; don’t wait to be called! 
 

If you can help, contact either the church 
office (965-3119), Melinda Raby (559-1749) 
or Michelle Gremmels (615-3535).  

 
FIRST COMMUNION – We would like to 
recognize the students who will be taking 
their first communion on April 1st & 2nd. 

They are the following:  Trevor Holliday, Gabrielle 
Hood, Cale Newby, and Avery Roberts  

 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
     Applications are being received 
for the Peace Lutheran Church 

Scholarship. This one-year non-renewable 
scholarship is available to any first year full-time 
students attending an accredited institution of 
higher learning who are confirmed, voting 
members of Peace Lutheran Church for at least 
one year prior to application.  If you are interested 
in this scholarship, please contact the office to 
receive the new guidelines and an application. 
 Applications are also being received for 
the Herman and Esther Trede Scholarship. This 
scholarship is available to anyone attending a 
Lutheran college or seminary. 
     Applications and information for both 
scholarships are available in the church office. Pick 
up a form soon. Deadline to apply is May 1st. 
 

Confirmation – During the season of Lent 
we are asking all confirmation students to 
join us at 6:00 at the Lenten series host 
church for soup and sandwich supper and 

to do some informal small group discussions.  
Following this students and family members will 
move to the sanctuary to attend the Lenten services.  
Regular classes for both the 7th and 8th grade 
students through Lent will be replaced with this 
fellowship and worship time.  

Morning Prayer continues every 
Wednesday morning at 9:00 

AM in the chapel. 
 

Bible Study Opportunity: 
  

Wednesday Morning Bible Study – will be on 
break throughout the season of Lent.  We will 
resume in the spring after Easter.  

Sunday Morning Bible Study for Youth and 
Adults will continue the study of Paul’s 
Corinthian Correspondence.   Classes will meet in 
the library at 10:30am on 3/5, 3/12, 3/19, 4/2 
and 4/9.  All are welcome!  Please join us! 
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 The next meeting of the 
Wartburg Parish Women of the 
ELCA will be Thursday, March 2, 
2017 at 7:00 pm at Peace 

Lutheran Church, Steeleville.  Devotions will be 
given by Treasure Smith, hostesses are Dorothy 
Wilson and Joan Dotson.  For the Service Project, 
we will be stuffing Easter eggs with candy.  
Please bring plastic Easter eggs and wrapped 
candy. 

At the May 4th meeting, we will have 
election of officers. 
 The Spring Gathering will be Sunday April 
30, 2017 at Lutheran Church of the Cross, 
Metropolis.  Registration at 2:30pm, program at 
3:00pm and dinner at 5:00pm.  Flyers will be 
sent to the churches and WELCA units soon.  Also 
please complete the Fall Fellowship Survey that 
will be with the flyer.   

 
Thrivent Choice Dollar Donations 
 Many people have Thrivent 
Products such as Insurance, IRA’s 

and other investments.  Some of these products 
generate Choice Dollars.  If the Thrivent Products 
that you have generate Choice Dollars you 
probably have received a letter or email from 
Thrivent at some point in time.  If you are unsure 
if your products qualify, contact Thrivent or your 
Thrivent Agent may be able to help you. 
 You can help the various ministries at 
Peace by donating your Choice Dollars to United 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Peace, 303 N. 
Mulberry St, Steeleville, IL  62288.  To donate 
your Choice Dollars, call Thrivent or log on to 
their website.  It is very easy to do and only takes 
a few minutes. 
 If you don’t tell me, then I will put it in 
the Special College Scholarship Fund.  This fund 
will be used to assist our first year full-time 
students in higher learning institutions. 
 You can make your donation at any time 
throughout the year, but remember, any Choice 
Dollars that have not been donated will expire 
March 31. 
 If you have any questions, please let me 
know and I will try to help you. 

 
Joan Dotson, Financial Secretary 
Phone:  618-317-1988   
email:  jmdotson@yahoo.com 

ADDRESS CHANGES: 
Jeremy Donagher & Brittany Fisher 
(Clayton Donagher, Jordan 
Donagher, Jayvnn Dongaher, Faith 
Fisher, Marshawn Fisher, Kayden 

Mohr, Madalynn Mohr) 311 N. James St., 
Sparta, IL  62286 
Helen Nagel, Cedarhurst of Sparta, 211 N. 
Market St., Apt. 12, Sparta, IL  62286 
 
DEATH: 
Harold Ruehmkorff passed away on January 18, 
2017 at Southeast Hospital in Cape Girardeau, MO.  
Funeral Services were held at Peace Lutheran 
Church with Pr. S. Blake Duncan officiating. Burial 
followed at St. John’s Lutheran Cemetery (Post 
Oak). 
Leland “Lee” Bergfeld passed away on January 
28th at Centralia Manor.  Funeral services were 
February 4th at Wilson’s Funeral Home, Steeleville 
with Pr. S. Blake Duncan officiating. Burial 
followed at Paradise Cemetery, Steeleville. 
Carl Hafford passed away on January 29th at St. 
John’s Mercy Hospital in St. Louis, MO.  Funeral 
Services were held at Wilson’s Funeral Home in 
Steeleville with Pr. S. Blake Duncan officiating.  
Mary Thompson passed away on February 1st at 
Randolph County Care Center, Sparta, IL.  Funeral 
services were held at Peace Lutheran Church, 
Steeleville with Pr. S. Blake Duncan officiating.  
Burial followed at Paradise Cemetery. 
TRANSFER:  Anne Witbart 

Thank you – The family of Harold Ruehmkorff 
would like to thank the Congregation of Peace 
and Pastor Duncan for the years of support you 
have been to Dad. The inquiries, cards, visits, and 
communions were so meaningful to him and 
kept him feeling connected to his lifelong church 
home. We also wish to thank those of you who 
came to his visitation, funeral, for the cards, and 
the memorials in his honor. All of you have been 
very kind. 
 --From the Harold Ruehmkorff Family 
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