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Reflections from the Pastor: 
When the days drew near for Him to be taken up, he set His face to go to	Jerusalem… 

Luke 9:51 
 

Jesus is on a journey.  It begins on the Mount of Transfiguration and it ends in Jerusalem with 
Jesus’	arrest,	crucifixion,	burial	and	ultimately his resurrection. Jesus is unwavering on this journey, 
nothing can block his way.  And according to Luke, there are lots of things that come up that try to block 
Jesus	from	proceeding	on	this	journey.		“Turn	back,	Herod	wants	to	kill	you;”	“Turn back, there are all 
kinds	of	dangers	ahead.”	But the most insidious of all the dangers comes from the disciples who use the 
time	of	Jesus’	journey	to	argue	about	who	will	be	the	greatest	and	most	important	when	Jesus	“takes	
over;”	and	even Peter tries to school Jesus on what it means to be a Messiah.  But Jesus will have none of 
it.  Jesus pushes past all of the obstacles in his way and continues forward.  And while he proceeds he 
teaches, he tells stories (parables), he heals and he visits some of his most beloved followers.  In other 
words, nothing stops Jesus from loving all those whom he encounters on the way.  Not fear, not anger, not 
lust for power, not insecurity, not even gentle persuasion. 

We too are on a journey.  We are on a journey of faith; a journey of discipleship; a journey of life.  
Beginning with our Baptisms we move forward through our lives step by step and along the way we also 
encounter obstacles that attempt to block our forward motion, that attempt to push us off the path, that 
attempt to get us to turn back or to go in a different direction.  These obstacles at their root are not a lot 
different from the ones Jesus encountered – fear, grief and loss, anger, our selfishness, wanting to fit in, 
lust for power or wealth or success, gentle persuasion – all of these things can stand in our way and block 
our forward motion – can block our growth in faith and our discipleship journey. 

Lent is a time for us to pause in our journeys and assess where we have been and where we are 
going.  It is a time for us to repent – that is, to turn around and go in a different direction if we see that we 
are	headed	away	from	God’s	love	and	grace.		It	is	a	time	for	us	to	“return	to	the	Lord	our	God;”	always	
recognizing	that	“he	is	gracious	and	merciful	and	abounding	in	steadfast	love!” It is a time for us to assess 
our priorities: do	we	put	ourselves	in	the	center	of	all	of	our	priorities	or	are	we	open	to	God’s	calling	for	
us to love and reach out to others?  It is a time for us to take the temperature of our relationships with 
God and with others.  It is a time for a spiritual check-up, so that we can then proceed on our journeys of 
faith and discipleship, confident in the grace of the Lord and ready to allow God to reach out to others 
with his love through us. 

To aid in your Lenten journeys we are once again providing Lenten prayer stations here at church.  
Sunday worship will focus on stories of faith and the foundational tenets of our faith.  Blessings to you as 
you proceed on your own journeys of faith and discipleship. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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Worship Schedule for March 

March 5/6 – Lent IV – Our Gospel lesson from Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 includes the 
parable of the Prodigal Son.  Our Old Testament lesson is from Joshua 5:9-12.  Holy 
Communion will be celebrated at both services and the adult choir will sing on Sunday. 

March 12/13 – Lent V – Jesus is anointed during a stop in Bethany, much to the annoyance of his 
disciples in our Gospel text from John 12:1-8.  Our Old Testament lesson is from the prophet Isaiah 
43:16-21.  We will celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion and a small group of our young 
people will receive their first communion. 
March 19/20– Palm Sunday/Sunday of the Passion – We will celebrate the entry of Jesus into 
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday with the traditional procession of Palms which will begin outside the front 
of the church.  The service will also include the reading of the Passion of St. Luke. Holy Communion 
will be celebrated at all services. 
 
 
 

Wartburg Parish Lenten Worship: 
Abundant Life According to John: 

Five Essentials for Experiencing Grace Upon Grace 
 

The Wartburg Parish invites you to join us for worship on Wednesdays throughout the season of Lent.  
There will be two opportunities to attend Lenten services this year on Wednesdays in Lent: 

 
Wednesday afternoons at 12:30 – All afternoon services held at Peace, Steeleville 

 
Wednesday evenings at 7:00 – Rotating Schedule: 

March 2 at St. John’s, Post Oak – Safety – John 9:1-10:21 
March 9 at Peace, Chester – Attention – John 12:1-11 
March 16 at Peace, Steeleville – Identity – John 21 
 
This year we invite you to join us at 6:00 PM at each of these locations for a simple Soup and Sandwich 
meal.  Following the meal we will move to the Sanctuary for worship.  Each service will last about 30 
minutes and will include lessons, a meditation and prayers.  Please plan to join us for these services. 

 
Holy Week at Peace 

March 20 – Women at the Foot of the Cross – 4:00 PM – A special 
meditative service based on the Stations of the cross that will focus on the 
women in the story of Jesus’ passion.  This service is sponsored by the Wartburg 

Parish and is for women and girls of all ages. 
March 24  – Maundy Thursday 

  12:30 pm – Holy Communion 
 7:00 pm - Holy Communion and Stripping of the Altar 
March 25  – Good Friday Tenebre 

  12:30 pm – Service of Shadows will commemorate the death of our Lord. 
 5:15 pm – Good Friday Children’s Service – Benjamin’s Box  - This service is 
specially designed for children of all ages, but especially young children.  This service is designed to 
teach the children the story of Jesus’ passion and crucifixion in a way that is not dark and scary.  This 
year we are using the story of little Benjamin who ends up being a witness to the events and who picks 
up a variety of objects from the story and keeps them in his special box.  All are welcome! 
 7:30 pm – Service of Shadows will commemorate the death of our Lord. The choir will sing at 
this service. 



March 26  - Holy Saturday - Service of Prayer and Silence – 6:00 PM 
A prayer service of waiting and watching – commemorating the Burial of Jesus. This is not an 
Easter service – it is a service of prayer – waiting and watching.  The Service will be 
held in the Chapel. 
March 27 - Easter-  

  6:00 am Easter Vigil with the First Eucharist of Easter 
  7:00 am Easter Breakfast 
  8:15 am Sunday School/Adult Forum/Easter Egg Hunt  
                          For preschool through 6th grade 
  9:30 am Easter Festival Communion Service 
 

During Lent we will have interactive prayer stations available in the 
Chapel and Library.  I encourage you to stop by and spend time 
exploring different thoughts on prayer.  Sometimes seeing 

something from a different angle makes the whole experience new again.   
 

PASSION SUNDAY SERVICE 
Sunday, March 20 at 4pm all of the women and girls of the Parish are invited to a 
very special service of contemplation.  This is our second year presenting “Women 
at the Foot of the Cross” at Peace Lutheran, Steeleville, with the help of all the 

churches in our Parish.  Women at the Foot of The Cross is a chance to hear from those women who 
walked the journey with Jesus, and celebrate their similarities to the women of today.  Following the 
service there will be a small reception.  I hope all the women and girls of our churches will join us.  
Please feel free to invite the other women in your family and friends. 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Below are the contributions for the month of February.  
(thru February 14th) 

                   $5,023.95 is needed weekly to meet our budget   
     

Date             Weekly Offering          Received Year         Needed Year         Difference Year 
         To Date   To Date    To Date 

6 & 7     $6,021.00                $31,949.14                  $30,143.70                $1,805.44 
13 & 14           $4,271.50                $36,250.64                  $35,167.65                $1,082.99 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
 

A Changing of the Guard at the 
Wartburg Parish 
At the Wartburg Parish council meeting 

on Feb. 22, Pastor Laura Kamprath took on the 
responsibilities of Pastoral Head of Staff.  Pastor 
Duncan has served in this position since the 
beginning of the Parish in 2010 and felt the time 
had come for new leadership and fresh ideas. 
Congratulations to Pastor Kamprath and we look 
forward to her leadership of the Parish. 
 

 
The Southern Conference Spring 
Assembly will be held Sunday, March 
6, 2015 at St. John Lutheran Church in 
Campbell Hill.  All members are 

invited to attend. The conference will feature Hugh 
& Paulette Stempfley, members of Our Redeemer 
Lutheran, Marion. They will give a presentation 
about their work with Marion Medical Mission in 
Malawi in 2015.  Registration begins at 2:30 pm, 
Worship at 3:00 pm, Meeting at 4:30 pm, and 
supper to follow. Donation of $5 for the meal.   
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 Wednesday All Stars 
 We are closing in on the 
end of the WAS year. The next 
several weeks will be spent 
talking about Prayer, what it 
means, why we do it, and how 

we do it. We will also be learning about and 
making things that will help the kids (and adults 
too), make Prayer a meaningful and 
comfortable part of their spiritual lives.   
Some dates to remember for WAS; Family 
night will be March 16th, and NO All Stars 
March 23rd, for Holy Week. Family night and 
our last meeting for the year will be April 20th.   

Thanks to the Wednesday All-Stars 
for the wonderful “Alleluia” banners. 
We buried them for Lent at worship on 

the Feast of the Transfiguration and we look 
forward to “digging them up” on Easter Sunday! 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!! 
The dates have been set! 
Vacation Bible School will be 
held June 13 - 17. We know it 

seems early but plans are already underway. 
As always, we will need lots of help. If you are 
interested in volunteering in any capacity, 
please let Melinda Raby (559-1749) or Michelle 
Gremmels (615-3535) know. 
. 

SCHOLARSHIPS 
 Applications are being 
received for the Herman and 
Esther Trede Scholarship. This 
scholarship is available to 

anyone attending a Lutheran college or 
seminary. 
     Applications are also being received for the 
Peace Lutheran Church Scholarship. This 
scholarship is for any senior in high school who 
will be attending any college in the fall.  It does 
not have to be a Lutheran college. 
     Applications and information for both 
scholarships are available in the church office. 
Pick up a form soon. Deadline to apply is May 
1st. 

Adult Choir  
Sing – Sunday, Mar. 6th – Rehearsal will    
      be Thursday, Mar. 3rd at 7:00pm 
Sing - Good Friday, Mar 25th and Easter 

Sunday 6:00AM –Rehearsal for these services – 
Thursday, March 17th at 7:00pm and Thursday, 
March 24th – AFTER the Maundy Thursday 
service – so around 8:00pm. 
 

FIRST COMMUNION – We could like to 

recognize the students who will be taking 

their first communion on March 12 & 13. 

They are the following:  Tyler Ernsting and Nik 

Rubach. 
 

Youth News 
Trivia Night and Silent 

Auction – Friday, March 11th 
starting at 7:00pm. It is $80 per table=8 
person maximum. Prizes for the top 3 
places and there will be a silent auction. 
Food and drink are available for purchase. 
To reserve a table or for more information 
call: Jennifer Wilson (615-2317) or Chris 
Froemling (353-7284). Benefits:  The Peace 
Lutheran Church Youth Group. 

 
Confirmation – This year during the 
season of Lent we are asking all 
confirmation students to join us at 6:00 at 

the Lenten series host church for soup and 
sandwich supper and to do the informal Faith 5 
sharing.  Following this students and family 
members will move to the sanctuary to attend the 
Lenten services.  Regular classes for both the 7th 
and 8th grade students through Lent will be 
replaced with this fellowship and worship time. In 
addition, the 8th graders will be attending an 
overnight Confirmation Retreat Friday, Mar. 4th 
through Saturday, Mar. 5th . 

Soup and Sandwiches Needed:  We are 
in need of Soup and Sandwiches for the 
Mar. 16th Lenten Service which we are 
hosting.  If you would like to make some 

soup or sandwiches, please contact Denise Luehr 
at 967-2618.  

Food Pantry 
We can always use more help in 
the Food Pantry if you are 
available on Tuesday mornings.  
We continue to help an average of 

120 families monthly, which struggle to make 
ends meet each month. Watch in the bulletins 
for items needed, or just add a few items to 
your own shopping carts to share. Sharing 
what we have with those with less is one of the 
many ways to share God’s Grace with our 
neighbor.  Please give Julie a call if you would 
like to help out in any way. 
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The nation returns to daylight 
savings time on Sunday, March 13th. 
Remember to set your clocks AHEAD 
one hour on Saturday night when you 

go to bed so you'll not be late for worship on 
Sunday Morning. 

WELCA 
The Peace Lutheran Women of the 
ELCA will be making Books in a 
Basket for Easter for children in 
need.  We currently have 18 

families with 40 children on the list. We will 
need donations of Easter baskets, books and toys 
for ages 0 – 12, we will also need chocolate 
crosses.  There will be a box in the fellowship 
hall by the piano for donations.  Please DO NOT 
bring grass. 
 The next meeting will be Tues, April 19, 
2016 at 1:30pm.  Hostesses are Bonnie Hill and 
Debbie Picker.  We will collect paper products 
for the Hospitality House.   
 

The Women will be working on 
quilts in the parsonage from 1:00 
– 3:00 pm on the 1st and 3rd 

Thursday each month. Everyone who 
can help is greatly appreciated. Call Lela 
Shemonic at 965-3407 for information 

 
CHANGE OF TIME FOR RADIO 
PROGRAM ON MARCH 6TH.  The 
Radio program time will be at 
10AM on March 6th due to a 
conflict of programing at WHCO.  

March 6th is the only day the time is changed.   
 

The next meeting of the 
Wartburg Parish Women of the 
ELCA will be Thursday, March 3, 
2016	at	7:00pm	at	St.	John’s	

Bremen.  Please bring plastic Easter eggs and 
wrapped candy to fill the eggs with.  The eggs 
will be donated to Peace, Steeleville WELCA for 
their book in a basket, for children in need in the 
local area.  Devotions will be given by Jan Eyer.  
Hostesses will be Dorothy Wilson and Joan 
Dotson. 

ADDRESS CHANGES: 
Clyde Sternberg, 1801 State St., 
 Chester, IL  62233 
Danny Gerberding,  540 Steven Dr., 
 Red Bud, IL  62278 

Lori Evans, Address Unknown 
Ed Haertling, Address Unknown 
 
DEATH: 
Ruby Guebert passed away on Saturday, Feb. 20th 
at St. Louis University Hospital in St. Louis, MO.  
Funeral Services were Tuesday, Feb. 23rd at Peace 
Lutheran Church with Pr. S. Blake Duncan 
officiating.  Burial was at Peace Cemetery. 
 

Morning Prayer continues every 
Wednesday morning at 9:00 

AM in the chapel. 
 
Bible Study Opportunity: 
  

Wednesday Morning Bible Study –  We will 
continue our study of the Gospel of Luke.  We meet 
every Wednesday at 9:30AM at Peace, Steeleville 
in the library.  Everyone is welcome. 
 

Grief Class – 
    The Grief/Share 
program has begun. It is 
being held at St. Luke 
Lutheran Church, 

Campbell Hill in the Meeting Room; there 
will be two sessions offered – each session 
will begin at 2:00 pm & 7:00 pm. For more 
information or questions, please call 
Debra Rathert at 618/318-2026. 

 
Flower Calendar 

The 2016 Flower Calendar is on  
the bulletin board nearest the 
kitchen in the basement .  
Remember we do not have flowers 

during lent but please consider flowers for the 
rest of the year.  You let me know how you want 
the dedication to read, donate $30.00 to the 
church, and we will take care of the rest. Please 
share a special occasion and bring joy and 
sunshine in the worship services. Sign up soon!!! 
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BASKETS OF PROMISE 
 This lent we would 
like to collect items for 

Lutheran World Relief.  This year we will be 
building “Baby Kits”.  These baby kits, like the 
Hygiene Kits we collected before, will be 
distributed nationally and internationally where 
needed.  We will collect a different item each week 
of Lent.  As you will see, some of the blankets, 
diapers and sweaters, can be bought or hand made.  
I hope this will be a project that everyone will be 
excited about and be able to participate in.  This is a 
perfect kit to get the kids involved with as well.  
There will be boxes in the Narthex and outside the 
church office for collections. 
 If you would prefer we will also accept cash 
to help with shipping the kits. LWR’s approximate 
cost to handle and ship one Baby Care Kit overseas 
is $1.30. We will include that amount for each kit 
we prepare.   
Schedule:     Please give sizes 6 to 24 months so 
the baby has items as they grow. 
Feb. 14    Cotton T-shirts  (no onesies)  
Feb. 21    Short sleeved gowns or sleepers  (No 
 Feet) 
Feb. 28    Receiving Blankets - medium weight 
 cotton or flannel, or crocheted or knitted 
 with lightweight yarn, up to 52” square 
Mar.   6    Cloth Diapers (flat fold preferred)  and 
 Diaper pins or Large safety pins 
Mar. 13    Jacket, sweater or sweatshirts with hood 
 or include a baby cap 
Mar  20    Socks, Bath size bars of soap in original 
 package, Hand towel, dark colors preferred 
 
Please read the instructions carefully or talk with 
Julie to be sure of the requirements.  There will be 
instructions and patterns on the bulletin board 
outside of Julie’s office.  
 

Thrivent Choice Dollar Donations 
 Many people have Thrivent 
Products	such	as	Insurance,	IRA’s	

and other investments.  Some of these products 
generate Choice Dollars.  If the Thrivent Products 
that you have generate Choice Dollars you 
probably have received a letter or email from 
Thrivent at some point in time.  If you are unsure 
if your products qualify, contact Thrivent or your 
Thrivent Agent may be able to help you. 
 You can help the various ministries at 
Peace by donating your Choice Dollars to United 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Peace, 303 N. 
Mulberry St, Steeleville, IL  62288.  To donate 
your Choice Dollars, call Thrivent or log on to 
their website.  It is very easy to do and only takes 
a few minutes. 
 You can make your donation at any time 
throughout the year, but remember, any Choice 
Dollars that have not been donated will expire 
March 31. 
 Each month that Choice Dollars have been 
donated, the church receives an email telling us 
how much has been donated.  The email will list 
the names of those who have donated, but it does 
not list how much each person donated.  
Therefore, if you want your donation to go to a 
specific ministry, you must tell me how much 
you donated and to what ministry you would like 
it to go to.  If you don’t	tell	me,	then	I	will	put	it	in	
the Special Youth Scholarship Fund.  This fund 
can be used to assist our youth with registration 
for Leadership Lab, Rend Lake Retreat, Carlinville 
Retreat, etc. 
 By donating your Choice Dollars to the 
various ministries at Peace, you will also be 
helping the Operating Fund.  Choice Dollars 
cannot be used to pay utilities, salaries, etc.  
Some of the ministries you can support are: 
 

� Sunday School 
� Vacation Bible School 
� Wednesday All Stars 
� Other Youth Programs 
� Other Ministries at Peace 

 
 If you have any questions, please let me 
know and I will try to help you. 

 
Joan Dotson, Financial Secretary 
Phone:  618-317-1988   
email:  jmdotson@yahoo.com 


