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Reflections from the Pastor  

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed… no one speaking by 
the spirit ever says, “Let Jesus be cursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.  

 Romans 12:1-3 
What do you think?  How do you experience the Holy Spirit?  What are some of the gifts that you have 

been given by the Spirit?  How is the Spirit re-creating you on a daily basis?  These are some of the questions 
raised by this text from Paul’s 1st letter to the Corinthians.  Now, Paul had some serious concerns about this 
community in the city of Corinth.  This was a Christian community that seemed to be always bickering and 
arguing.  They were divided and stubborn.  The primary issue had to do with the way they celebrated the 
Lord’s supper, and this was to divide the people according to social status and perceived importance in the 
community.  The “important” well-connected, wealthy folks got the best food and were invited to experience 
the Sacrament in one way; while the poorer folks and the slaves would get the leftovers and were excluded 
from sharing with the others.  Paul is pretty incensed about this and he let this church have it in this letter. The 
2nd issue that Paul was concerned about is related to this issue of who’s in and who’s out, who’s important and 
who’s not and that is the issue that is the question of Spiritual Gifts.  Members within the church in Corinth 
acted as though the gifts they had been given by God were their own personal possessions, and a legalism had 
emerged that ranked the importance of members within the community on the basis of their possession of 
particular Spiritual gifts. 

Now, what is Paul talking about? We have all been given gifts and abilities of one kind or another. And 
while the Corinthians acknowledged this they nevertheless had begun defining or ranking these gifts in an 
order that put the most importance on the public, more ecstatic types of gifts.  It is understandable I suppose, 
this was a primarily Gentile congregation whose members were former pagans. They were used to ecstatic 
trances and utterances, like speaking in tongues.  They valued those who could prophesy and preach and 
speak in tongues, and heal and perform miracles and so forth.  But are those the only valid Spiritual Gifts that 
are needed in the community?  Paul says, NO, absolutely not.   The community of Christ has need of other gifts 
– like administration, music, ability to read in public, teaching children, sensitivity, kindness and first and 
foremost – love (from chapter 13 which is the climax of this section).  Look, says Paul, these dramatic gifts are 
all well and good but God gives to us and to our communities all that we need and some of the most 
important spiritual gifts are not so dramatic or public. 

Furthermore do not fall into the trap of thinking that you have more gifts than someone else or that 
your gifts are more important than someone else’s.  Because, every believer is gifted!  Every believer!  Every 
member of the community has been given Spiritual gifts.  In fact, there is no Christian, no believer in Christ 
anywhere of any time on whom the HS has not bestowed a gift or gifts.  And by prioritizing them or, 
conversely, by denying them (oh, I can’t do that – I have nothing to contribute) we are in effect denying the 
Spirit. 

2nd, the argument really comes down to the issue of how do we use these gifts.  And this is an issue 
that is as current for us as it was for the Corinthians.  For the danger or trap is that in the context of our 
individualistic society we tend towards seeing the gifts of the Spirit as being personal possessions, which we 
like to keep to ourselves and use mostly for building up ourselves, or for our own profit.  Paul reminds the 
Corinthians, and us, that the gifts of the Spirit are not given to individuals for their own individual use; these 
gifts are given to the community of Christ through the individual believers.  Let me repeat that: the gifts of the 



Spirit are not given to individuals for their own individual use; these gifts are given to the community of 
Christ through the individual believers.  

What good is the gift of music if it cannot be shared?  What good is the gift of proclamation if it cannot 
be shared? What good is the gift of healing if it cannot be shared? What good is the gift of faith if it cannot be 
shared?   

How can we hoard faith?  Well, we try, don’t we?  We try by measuring our faith; by comparing our 
faith to others; by turning faith into mental gymnastics instead of seeing it as simple trust.  We hoard our faith 
by not participating in ministry and by absenting ourselves from community events and worship.  The gifts of 
the Spirit are given to us so that we can give them away. 

This leads us to the issue of comparing gifts.  Saying to ourselves, “I’m a strong Christian, because I can 
do… thus and so and I have this great gift.”  Or – “I’m a better Christian than that other person because I can 
do……”  This was the problem of the believers in the Corinthian church, that is, judging and valuing people (or 
devaluing people) due to their possession of certain gifts, or the lack thereof.  But as I pondered this it seems 
to me that many of us have the opposite problem.  Some of us devalue our gifts: “Oh, I can’t teach Sunday 
School, because I don’t know enough.”  Or, “my faith isn’t strong enough to be that committed to the ministry 
of the church, I’ll let others do this or that.”  And as we devalue our gifts in this manner we distance ourselves 
from the community and the gifts that God has given to us grow stale from lack of use. 

So what are the gifts that God has given to you?  What are the Spiritual gifts that God has given to this 
community of Christ – this congregation through you?  How is this community being strengthened by the 
spiritual gifts God has given you? In what new ways can the ministry of this congregation and the parish be 
strengthened and empowered by the gifts of the Spirit that God has given to you? 
 

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Worship in February 

We bring the season of Epiphany to an end with the feast of the Transfiguration.  
Then we begin the journey to the cross in Lent.  Lent begins with Ash Wednesday 
where we are marked with ashes in the shape of a cross: ashes to remind us of 
our mortality, and the cross to remind us that in Christ we are saved.  During the 

season of Lent we will celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion weekly.   
Feb. 6/7 – The Feast of the Transfiguration of our Lord – The season of Epiphany closes 
with the festival of the Transfiguration.  With this event Jesus then begins his journey to 
Jerusalem and to the cross.  The Gospel text is Luke 9:28-43. Holy Communion is served at 
both services and we will “bury” the Alleluia at the close of the service. The adult choir will 
sing for this service. 
Feb. 10 – Ash Wednesday - Services at Peace at 12:30 PM and at 7:00 PM.  The traditional 
service of the Imposition of Ashes with Holy Communion will be celebrated.  Our Gospel 
text is taken from Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21.   
Feb. 13/14 – Lent I – The Gospel for this weekend is Jesus’ temptations in the wilderness 
– Luke 4:1-13. The liturgy for worship includes a liturgy of confession and forgiveness and 
Holy Communion.  
Feb. 20/21 - Lent II – Jesus weeps over the fate of Jerusalem in our Gospel this weekend 
– Luke 13:31-45.  Holy Communion will be celebrated at both services. 
Feb. 27/28 – Lent III – We continue our Gospel readings from Luke 13:1-9 which includes 
the parable of the Vineyard.  Our Old Testament lesson is the beautiful prophecy of Isaiah 
55.  Holy Communion will be celebrated at all services and the adult choir will sing on 
Sunday. 

 
 



Wartburg Parish Lenten Worship: 
Abundant Life According to John: 

Five Essentials for Experiencing Grace Upon Grace 
The Wartburg Parish invites you to join us for worship on Wednesdays throughout the season of Lent.  
There will be two opportunities to attend Lenten services this year on Wednesdays in Lent: 

 
Wednesday afternoons at 12:30 – All afternoon services held at Peace, Steeleville 

 
Wednesday evenings at 7:00 – Rotating Schedule: 

February 17 at St. Peter’s, Wine Hill – Intimacy – John 1:1-18 
February 24 at St. John’s, Bremen –Belonging – John 4:1-42 
March 2 at St. John’s, Post Oak – Safety – John 9:1-10:21 
March 9 at Peace, Chester – Attention – John 12:1-11 
March 16 at Peace, Steeleville – Identity – John 21 
 
This year we invite you to join us at 6:00 PM at each of these locations for a simple Soup and Sandwich 
meal.  Following the meal we will move to the Sanctuary for worship.  Each service will last about 30 
minutes and will include lessons, a meditation and prayers.  Please plan to join us for these services. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
GRIEF/SHARE  It may be hard for you to feel optimistic about the future 
right now if you’ve lost a spouse, child, family member or friend. You may 

have found that there aren’t many people who understand the deep hurt that you feel. 
       Grief/Share, a Grief Recovery Support Group, is a faith-based program designed for 

those who are grieving the loss of a loved one. Each 13 week session includes a video, 
support group discussion and a workbook-based personal study and reflection. As part of a 
GriefShare group you will discover there are people who understand your hurts, emotions 
and painful experiences. You’ll learn helpful, practical information that will help you recover 
from the pain of grief and loss. You’ll have the chance to talk about your experiences. You’ll 
have a workbook for personal study and to write down things you’ve learned. You’ll discover 
hope for the future. 
     St. Luke Lutheran in Campbell Hill is happy to offer this program. The beginning date 
is scheduled for February 4th to be held at St. Luke Lutheran Church, Campbell Hill 
in the Meeting Room; there will be two sessions offered – each session will begin at 
2:00 pm & 7:00 pm. A meeting schedule will be available at the first meeting.   
For more information or questions, please call Debra Rathert at 618/318-2026. 
 
 

 



 
 Each Wednesday, Morning Prayer 
is prayed in the Noah’s Ark Chapel. 
This mid-week service provides us 

with an opportunity to enter into prayer and 
supplication. The service includes prayers for all of 
our armed service personnel and we pray for all 
members of the parish who are celebrating 
birthdays or anniversaries. This brief service begins 
at 9:00 AM and you are welcome to join us. 

 Bible Studies Opportunities 
Two bible study opportunities are 
available to the people of the 
Wartburg Parish and our 

community.   
 1. Parish Monday evening Bible Study 
the Gospel of Luke with Pastor Laura: Join us 
on Monday, February 1 & 8 for an overview 
of The Gospel of Luke. Many of the gospel 
readings during worship for the coming year 
will come from Luke, so we prepare to hear 
Luke's story again. We gather at 7:00 pm at 
St. Peter's, Wine Hill. 
 2.  Parish Wednesday Morning Bible 
Study –  We will continue our study of the 
Gospel of Luke in February. Come and join us.  
9:30 AM in the Library. All are welcome.   

Flower Calendar 
The 2016 Flower Calendar is on  
the bulletin board nearest the 
kitchen in the basement .  
Remember we do not have flowers 

during lent but please consider flowers for the 
rest of the year. It is the same as last year. You let 
me know how you want the dedication to read, 
donate $30.00 to the church, and we will take 
care of the rest. Please share a special occasion 
and bring joy and sunshine in the worship 
services. Remember someone or something 
special or just share the joy of your life in Christ 
by supplying flowers for our chancel. Sign up 
soon!!! 

QUILTERS 

The Women will be working on quilts in 
the parsonage from 1:00 – 3:00 pm on 
the 1st and 3rd Thursday each month. 

Everyone who can help is greatly appreciated. Call Lela 
Shemonic at 965-3407 for information. 

 
LENTEN PRAYER 

STATIONS 
During Lent this year we will 

have Prayer Stations in the Chapel and 
Library.  Please stop by and take a minute to 
experience new ways to Pray. 
 

WELCA NEWS 
The Peace Lutheran Women of the 
ELCA held their regular meeting on 
Jan. 19, 2016.  Plans were made 
for Books in a Basket for Easter for 

children in need.  We currently have 18 families 
with 40 children on the list. We will need donations 
of Easter baskets, books and toys for ages 0 – 12, 
we will also need chocolate crosses.  There will be a 
box in the fellowship hall by the piano for 
donations.  Please DO NOT bring grass. 
 The next meeting will be Tues, Feb 16, 2016 
at 1:30pm.  Hostesses are Darlene Finley and 
Alberta Guebert.  We will continue collecting items 
for Book in a Basket.  Quilt tying will be Thurs. Feb. 
4 & 18, 2016 at 1:00pm at the Parsonage.  Quilt 
tying is very easy to do.  We always need more 
help. 
 
     The Wartburg Parish Women of the ELCA held 
an Epiphany Party on Jan. 7th.  We want to thank 
Pastor Duncan, Pastor Matt Kamprath and Pastor 
Rowley for being our Three Wise Men.  We had 
devotions, shared a delicious meal, played Kings 
(Bingo) and sang Christmas Carols. 
                The next meeting will be Thursday, March 
3, 2016 at 7:00pm at St. John’s Bremen.  Please 
bring plastic Easter eggs and wrapped candy to fill 
the eggs with.  The eggs will be donated to Peace, 
Steeleville WELCA for their book in a basket, for 
children in need in the local area.  Devotions will be 
given by Jan Eyer.  Hostesses will be Dorothy 
Wilson and Joan Dotson. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Adult Choir Schedule: 
 Sing – Sunday, Feb. 7th –
Rehearsal will be Wednesday, Feb. 
3rd at 7:15pm 

 Sing – Sunday, Mar. 6th – Rehearsal will 
be Thursday, Mar. 3rd at 7:00pm 
 Sing Good Friday, Mar 25th and Easter 
Sunday 6:00AM –Rehearsal for these services 
– Thursday, March 17th at 7:00pm and 
Thursday, March 24th – AFTER the Maundy 
Thursday service – so around 8:00pm. 
 

ANGEL TREE 
 Thank you again to all that 
helped, donated items, 
adopted, or financed the 2015 

Angel Tree!  We had another successful 
year. This year we had 139 families – 
385 children!  The pick up/wrap day 
was a huge success—thanks to all the 
help received.  We rely heavily on the 
donated items received throughout the 
year.  These items make a huge 
difference in our budget.  So continue to 
shop those clearance racks! We are in 
need of all sizes of socks, underwear, 
pajamas, coats, mens & boys jeans. 
Just about any clothing items –any 
sizes.  Thanks you for your continued 
support. 
     --Vickie 

 
New Council Members:  We would like to 
thank and welcome Joe Moore (1 ½ yrs), 
Michelle Gremmels (6 mths), and Aaron Rubach 
(6mths) to Peace Council and Jerry Wilson and 
Myron Dudenbostel will be on the Wartburg 
Parish Council and Joan Dotson and Carolyn 
Bert will be alternates for the Wartburg Parish 
Council.  Chris Froemling with serve as Parish 
Relations.  Thanks again for your time to serve 
here at Peace.  
 
 
 

FRIENDING THE PASTOR    Pastor 
would like to be your friend on 

facebook. He would like you to ask him so you do 
not have to reject his request or be his friend 
unwillingly. 

 
ADDRESS CHANGES: 
Laura Tuetkin, 13015 Walnut St., 
 Campbell Hill, IL  62916 
Jeff (Samantha) Wilson, 907 Booster 
 St., Evansville, IL  62242 

Laura Evans, HC 64  Box 4106, Marble Hill, MO  
 63764 
Kelly Mulholland, 108C Westwood Dr., Steeleville, 
 IL  62288 
Dakota Ernsting, 613 S. Bess Ave., Marissa, IL  
 62257 
Jason Bockhorn, 96232 Ridgewood Cir, 
 Fernandina, FL  32034 
Darin Gerberding, 607 S. Ridge Ave., Steeleville, IL  
 62288 

 
NEW MEMBERS: 
Tim Mitchell with daughter, Isla, 
     303 Victorian Dr., Steeleville, IL  62288 

 
RELEASED FROM MEMBERSHIP: 
 Shelley Macbeth 
 Charlie & Donna Herring 

 
DEATH: 
Gale Wolter passed away on 
Thursday, January 21st at his 

residence in Godfrey.  Funeral services were held on 
Monday, January 25th at Peace with Pr. Kenneth 
Tegtmeier of Resurrection Lutheran Church in 
Godfrey and Julie Posth, Peace Parish Ministry 
Assistant officiating.  Burial was at Paradise 
Cemetery, Steeleville.  
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!! 
The dates have been set! Vacation 
Bible School will be held June 13 - 
17. We know it seems early but plans 

are already underway. As always, we will need lots 
of help. If you are interested in volunteering in any 
capacity, please let Melinda Raby (559-1749) or 
Michelle Gremmels (615-3535) know. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&biw=800&bih=378&gbv=2&tbm=isch&tbnid=1Z5WTRYvuZEtbM:&imgrefurl=http://www.csosports.org/vbs-or-summer-sports-camp&docid=vHocj3vPbSW3HM&imgurl=http://www.csosports.org/Wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2011/05/vbs.jpg&w=1500&h=1071&ei=CBAgT_vnBO6FsAL0vLnODg&zoom=1
http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&authuser=0&biw=800&bih=378&tbm=isch&tbnid=OodFqTeKeRUwsM:&imgrefurl=http://www.stlukesmethodist.org/pages/angel-tree&docid=-b-P9MPgf_rLUM&imgurl=http://www.stlukesmethodist.org/files/AngelTree_copy.jpg&w=250&h=243&ei=RtrfUsT7L-3iyAGs7IHABA&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=765&page=2&start=3&ndsp=6&ved=0CG4QrQMwBQ


 
 

 Confirmation – During the season 
of Lent we are asking all 
confirmation students to join us at 
6:00 at the Lenten series host 

church for soup and sandwich supper and to do 
some informal small group discussions.  Following 
this students and family members will move to the 
sanctuary to attend the Lenten services.  Regular 
classes for both the 7th and 8th grade students 
through Lent will be replaced with this fellowship 
and worship time. In addition, the 8th graders will 
be attending an overnight Confirmation Retreat 
Friday, March 4 through Saturday, March 5. 

 

SCHOLARSHIPS 

 Applications are being 
received for the Herman and Esther 

Trede Scholarship. This scholarship is available to 
anyone attending a Lutheran college or seminary. 
 Applications are also being received for the 
Peace Lutheran Church Scholarship. This scholarship 
is for anyone attending college.  It does not have to 
be a Lutheran college. 
 Applications and information for both 
scholarships are available in the church office. Pick 
up a form soon. Deadline to apply is May 1 
 

Wednesday All Stars 
 Our Wednesdays are still busy with the 
All Star program. After working so hard on the 
Christmas Chorale during the first few months, 
we will finish the year by using our other talents 
in art and creativity.  While learning the many 
ways we can help other people, we will be 
making blankets to include in the Baby kits 
going to LWR. Then we will have lessons on 
prayer and all the wonderful ways we talk to 
God and listen for God to talk to us. During 
those lessons we will be making items that 
others have used to aid them in prayer, pillows, 
cloths and stones.   
 Remember each month on the 3rd 
Wednesday we have Family night and 
encourage the whole family join us for these 
wonderful meals. 

 
 

GIVING TO INSTEAD OF GIVING UP  
 
 This lent we would like to collect items 
for Lutheran World Relief.  This year we will be 
building “Baby Kits”.  These baby kits, like the 
Hygiene Kits we collected before, will be 
distributed nationally and internationally where 
needed.  We will collect a different item each 
week of Lent.  As you will see, some of the 
blankets, diapers and sweaters, can be bought 
or hand made.  I hope this will be a project that 
everyone will be excited about and be able to 
participate in.  This is a perfect kit to get the 
kids involved with as well.  
 There will be boxes in the Narthex and 
outside the church office for collections. 
 If you would prefer we will also collect 
cash to help with shipping the kits. LWR’s 
approximate cost to handle and ship one Baby 
Care Kit overseas is $1.30. We will include that 
amount for each kit we prepare.   
 
Schedule:     Please give sizes 6 to 24 months 
so the baby has items as they grow. 
Feb. 14    Cotton T-shirts (no onesies)   
Feb. 21    Short sleeved gowns or sleepers   
  No Feet 
Feb. 28    Receiving Blankets 
Mar.   6    Cloth Diapers (flat fold preferred)  
 and Diaper pins or Large safety pins 
Mar. 13    Jacket, sweater or sweatshirts with  
 hood or include a baby cap 
Mar  20    Socks, Bath size bars of soap in 
 original package, Hand towel, dark 
 colors preferred 
 
Please read the instructions carefully or talk 
with Julie to be sure of the requirements.  
There will be instructions and patterns on the 
bulletin board outside of Julie’s office.  
 
 
 

 

  


