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From Pastor Duncan: 
This month I would like to share an article written by Pr. Matt Kamprath from St. Luke’s, Campbell Hill.  
Lutheran Social Services of Illinois has been suffering greatly like a lot of life-line social service agencies in our 
state.  I think we need to be aware of the impact of what is going on in Springfield and how it affects the 
ministry of our church – and LSSI is a ministry of our church.  Thanks to Pr. Matt for allowing me to share this 
article with you. 
 

Lutheran Social Services of Illinois Storybook Project 
 Almost every month, I meet with pastors from around our area.  We get together to worship, to learn 
about and discuss new ministries and projects, and to engage in fellowship.  This last Tuesday (April 19), we 
met at Our Redeemer Lutheran in Marion, IL and it was special.  We heard from Jane Otte, who is the retired 
executive director of Prison and Family Ministries, which is a ministry of Lutheran Social Services of Illinois 
(LSSI) about LSSI’s Storybook Project.   
 The Storybook Project is an opportunity for parents who are incarcerated, to be a “parent from afar” 
and to read a book to their child by way of a voice recorder.  LSSI volunteers are sent into jails and prisons in 
our area and all across the state to help set up this ministry.  The trained volunteers come in and supply the 
books for the parent to read along with the purchase of the CD’s and any postage associated with mailing the 
CD’s to the children.  It is an opportunity for the parent to connect with the child in ways that are meaningful 
and stand the test of time.  This testimonial tells the story; 
 In 2009, Mrs. Jones*, a fifth grade teacher, shared the following story.  In class one day, a student 
named Roberto* asked if he could read a book.  Mrs. Jones agreed as long as his class work was done.  She 
noticed throughout the day that the book was always sitting on the corner of his desk and his hand was often 
touching it.  Even as he walked around the classroom, frequently the book was cradled in his arm, and she 
noticed him reading it whenever he could find the time.  At the end of the day, Roberto thanked Mrs. Jones for 
letting him read the book.  “My Mom sent it to me”, he said, “and she also sent me a cassette of her reading it 
to me!” 
 It is now 2014 and a couple of months ago, Mrs. Jones called to share ‘the rest of the story’ about 
Roberto.  During the school’s open house, a tall, broad-shouldered, very excited young man jogged into her 
classroom.  Coming up to her, he said, “Hey Mrs. Jones!  I wanted to tell you I still remember how much I loved 
being in your class!” When she asked how he had been doing, he stated that he had made the football team, 
his grades were good, and his mother had been home for a couple of years.  “We’re all doing great!” he said.  
Mrs. Jones concluded, “I can’t say for certain that Storybook made all the difference for this family, but I saw 
firsthand how important it was to Roberto to get a book and a recording from his mother.  “That ongoing 
connection with his mother may have saved his life.”  (*Names have been changed for anonymity.) 
 The Storybook Project is in need of your help.  With recent state budget cuts to LSSI, this ministry has 
an ongoing need for children’s books, monetary donations, and volunteers to go into jails and prisons and help 
incarcerated parents read a story to their child and give them the opportunity to connect with their child in 
ways that they are not able to at this time.  It is also an opportunity for us to share the love of God, which has 
been first shown to us.  If you would like to help with this awesome ministry in any way, please contact 
Lutheran Social Service of Illinois (www.lssi.org), or myself (or Pastor Duncan or Julie), and I/we will put you in 
touch with Jane Otte.    
In Christ,  
Pastor Matt 



Summer Worship at Peace Lutheran Church 
It is now the summer and in the past we have used the summer time as an 
opportunity to focus on different narratives in the Bible.  Pastor has done 
sermon series on the Patriarchs/Matriarchs in Genesis; the pre-history in 

Genesis; The Parables of Jesus; the stories about King David and the prophets Elijah/Elisha.  Last 
summer Pastor did a series on the Gospel of John that used slides. (By the way all of these sermon 
series are posted on Pastor’s blog, and some of the audio recordings of the sermons are available 
on the media page on wartburgparish.com).  This summer Pastor is still pondering a couple ideas. 

 
Idea #1 – “Half Truths!”  Using a book by this title written by Pastor Adam Hamilton (Resurrection 

Methodist Church, Kansas City, MO) this sermon series would explore various phrases and 
assumptions about our faith that have become so ingrained that we think they are a part of our 
faith and/or are even in the bible.  But, as Pastor Hamilton points out, while many of them contain 
a grain of truth in most cases they are not from the bible and often contradict our faith.  These half 
truths include: “Everything happens for a reason;” “God helps those who help themselves;” “God 
won’t give you more than you can handle;” “God said it, I believe it, that settles it;” “Love the sinner, 
hate the sin;” “God needed another angel in heaven.” 

 
Idea #2 – St. Paul and his ministry – I realize this sounds like it could be kind of stuffy.  But, actually St. 

Paul is rather fascinating as an individual.  Also, we know more about him than we do about almost 
anyone else in the New Testament.  And it was the apostle Paul whose preaching and letters and 
ministry laid out a lot of our basic foundational Christian beliefs.  Using slides that explore his life, 
ministry and his letters I would talk about what Paul has to say to us today. 

 
It is possible that we might end up with a combination of these.  But I would like to hear from you!  What do 

you think?  What do you want to hear?  Maybe there is a scripture or a concept or a story you have 
always wondered about and you would like me to preach on that.  Please let me know.  Give me a 
call or send me a note on Facebook or to my email: prblake1@yahoo.com 

I look forward to hearing from you! 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

During the summer we will again go to the worship booklets like we did last summer.  This saves 
us money and is thus an efficient and responsible use of our resources. 

 
On July 30th and 31st we will be having a healing service. 
                                           
Pastor Duncan will be gone June 8th thru the 12th and August 1st thru the 8th for vacation.  If you are in 
need of pastoral care those weeks you can contact Julie (618-301-6561), Pr. Laura (703-505-8710) or Pr. 
Carla (937-657-6996). 

 
Looking Ahead to 2016-17 Confirmation:  Even though it is only the beginning of June it 
is time to start thinking about Confirmation.  Our Parish Confirmation program will begin 
officially with our annual Confirmation kick-off event for all parents and students that will 

be held in August.  This important event will provide families the information they need as we begin 
confirmation.  Registration forms are on the parish website at wartburgparish.com. We would like to 
receive the forms by the end of July. 

 
ACOLYTE TRAINING 

If you are in the 5th through 8th grade this fall and are not an acolyte now but would like to be trained to serve 
as an acolyte please contact the church office at 965-3119.  We will be holding our acolyte training event on 
Sunday, June 5 at 11:30.  Let the office know if you can join us for this event. 

mailto:prblake1@yahoo.com


Morning Prayer continues 
every Wednesday morning at 
9:00 AM in the chapel. 

 
Parish Monday evening Bible Study 
Pastor Laura will be wrapping up the 
Monday evening Bible Study on June 
13. They meet at 7:00 pm at St.  

Peter’s, Wine Hill. They have been using the book 
Honoring Our Neighbor’s Faith to guide our study 
time. In addition to the book’s resources, and, on 
some occasions, guests from other faith traditions, 
each evening will make use of scripture as a guide to 
our conversation. If you wish to order a copy of the 
book ($15), please call or text Pastor Laura at 703-
505-8710. We will meet on the following Mondays 
to study these topics: 
        Monday, June 6: Group’s choice 
        Monday, June 13: Group’s choice 
 

Wednesday Morning Bible study – will start back up 
on July 6th.  
 

Sunday Bible Study – for Sr. 
High and Adults 
Beginning on June 5th Pastor 
Duncan will teach a bible study 

on the Gospel of Mark.  It will be held in the 
library from 10:30 to 11:30. 
Childcare will be available and we hope you 

offer some refreshments as well. 
The Bible is at the center of our faith.  But it is 
not always easy to understand and sometimes 
can seem confusing and even a bit dry.  Pastor 
will bring the Gospel alive in ways that will not 
only help to deepen our understanding of the 
scripture but also will help us apply it to our 
everyday lives.  So, please plan to join us on 
June the 5th and the weeks thereafter when 
Bible study is held! 
 

Central/Southern Illinois Synod 
Assembly – At its April meeting the 
council appointed Jordan Stork, 
Carolyn Bert, and Julie Posth to serve 
as delegates to the synod Assembly 

which will meet in Peoria on June 2 through 4.   

The Women will be working on 
quilts in the parsonage from 1:00 
– 3:00 pm on the 1st and 3rd 
Thursday each month. Everyone 

who can help is greatly appreciated. Call Lela 
Shemonic at 965-3407 for information. 
 

Altar Flowers 
 Flower Chart is looking good 
for the summer.  There is one 
spot still open for each month 
(July 2 & 3, and August 27 & 

28) if you would like to sign up.  Thank you 
for the flowers previously. Remember you 
sign up on the chart and then put your $30 
in the offering or give it to the office and we 
do the rest. 
 

Food Pantry 
 Each summer we add items 
to the usual selection to better help 
the families with children.  Summer 
time brings different issues to 
families who are struggling to make 
ends meet.  During the school year, 

children from low income families are able to 
eat breakfast and lunch at school.  That is a 
good amount of money, saved by the families 
to  be used on other necessities.   
This year we will distribute $10.00 coupons to 
be used at Dave’s IGA for eggs, milk and 
cheese.  Although it doesn’t sound like a lot, 
the people come back and tell me how much it 
helps them and how much they appreciate it.  
Working with Mary and Ada, our buyers, we 
will determine any extras we can offer based 
on our donations.  Please remember, the Food 
Pantry serves people from this area and there 
are no requirements to use the food pantry, no 
papers to fill out, no income statements to 
show, just an ID of some sort to show they live 
in the area.  Please encourage people you may 
meet to use the food pantry if they are in need. 
Also, encourage family and friends to donate 
what you can to the Pantry as well.  Together 
we can make a difference. 
 

Confirmation classes are over for the 
year. Congratulations to Sydney 

Bixby and Rylee Bollmann on their 
confirmation on May 15. 
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Our Semi Annual Meeting will be 
Sunday, June 26th. This is the program 
meeting which all committees and 
organizations submit their reports. 
Reports are due in the Office by 

Monday, June 6th (sooner if possible). If you have 
questions, please call the office (965-3119). The 
reports will not be mailed out. They will be 
available for you to pick up the Sunday before the 
meeting. Please attend this very important 
meeting. We need all our members, sharing in the 
work of our congregation. 
On the Agenda at the Meeting: 
Constitution changes – At its May meeting the 
Peace church council approved a series of changes 
to the congregation’s constitution that would 
accomplish three specific things: 

1. Reduce the number of council members 
from 15 to 12. 

2. Change the way officers are elected.  
(Currently the congregation votes on and 
approves the election of officers.  This 
suggested change would return the election 
of officers to the members of the council.) 

3. An administrative change that leaves the 
designation of January and June as the 
months during which the congregation’s 
meetings are held, but would authorize the 
council to specify the specific Sunday on 
which the meeting will be held. 

Copies of the suggested changes are in a document 
in the narthex of the church.  Please take a look at 
this so you will be prepared for the meeting on 
June 26. 
Besides voting on the changes to the constitution, 
we will also be voting for new council members. 

 
We extend our congratulations to 
the members of our congregation 
who have graduated this spring 
from high school and college. If we 
have missed anyone or if we have 

made an error, please call the church office 
and let us know.  
 

High School 
 

Stephen Holliday 

Address changes: 
Jeremy Donagher (Clayton and 
Jordan), 94 Rock n Roll Rd., 
Elkville, IL  62932 
Cole Siemers, 4125 Rockcastle Rd, 

Steeleville, IL  62288 
Dylan Linders, 1001 Glenview Dr., Steeleville, IL  

62288 
Alexandra Brockmeyer, 4708 Rockcastle Rd. 

Steeleville, IL  62288 
Sheila Martin (Jacob, Caleb & Lucas) 607 E. Water 

St., Pinckneyville, IL  62274 
 

Transfers: 
      Leslie and Bonnie Hill 
      Vernon Cane 

 
Death:  
 Toni Craig passed away on Monday, 
April 4th at the Sparta Community 

Hospital.  Her funeral was on Saturday, April 9th at 
Peace Lutheran Church with burial at Peace 
Lutheran Cemetery. 
 Betty Schnoeker passed away on Tuesday, 
April 5th at St. Louis University Hospital in St. Louis. 
Her funeral was on Friday, April 8th at Peace 
Lutheran Church with burial at Peace Lutheran 
Cemetery. 
 W. Robert “Bob” Baue passed away on 
Tuesday, May 10th at Memorial Hospital in 
Belleville, IL. Graveside Memorial was held on 
Saturday, May 14th at Union Cemetery. 

 
Birth  Announcement & 
Correction: 
Congratulations to David & 
Rachael Rabe on the birth of their 
son, William Luc who was born on 

April 3rd.  He weighed 7 lbs 12 ozs and was 21” 
long.  Grandparents are Rev. Kurt & Mary Rabe 
and Great Grandparents are Bill & Yvonne Rabe. 
 I would like to correct the pounds of Jade 
Lynn born to Ed & Julie Draper. She was 6 lbs 
4ozs.  
 

 
 



WELCA NEWS 
 The Women of the ELCA have 

been busy.  We attended the Spring 
Gathering of the Southern Conference, 
which was held at Mt. Calvary in DeSoto 

on April 24th.  Our program was about being Bold 
Women.   

We also attended the Spring Retreat of the 
Central/Southern Synod, which was held at Prince of 
Peace in Mt. Vernon on May 14th.  We had several 
excellent speakers.  One was from “Grounds of Grace” 
and she discussed “Human Trafficking”.  It is surprising 
how much of this goes on in families as well as by 
strangers.  One speaker talked about how she dealt with 
infidelity in her marriage and how she coped with the 
death of her husband in Kosovo.  Another speaker talked 
about our personal “storms” and how to cope with them.  
It was a very inspirational day. 

Peace, Steeleville WELCA and the Wartburg Parish 
WELCA will be co-hosting the Fall Fellowship Day, Tues, 
Sept. 13th, which will be held at Peace, Steeleville.  
Registration will begin at 9:00am; there will be devotions 
and a speaker.  We are hoping to have a speaker from 
the “The Covering House” in St. Louis.  The Covering 
House is a safe house for victims of sex trafficking, where 
they can also get therapy and other types of help.  We 
will conclude with a lunch at noon. 

 
Peace WELCA – We tie Quilts on the 1st & 3rd 

Thursdays of the month. 
We will meet on Tues., June 21th at 1:30pm.  

Hoestesses will be Lela Shemonic and Dorothy Wilson.  
The Service Project is a Bakeless Bake Sale for Mosaic. 

There will be no meeting in meeting in July but we 
will start collecting school supplies.  There will be a box in 
the Fellowship Hall by the Piano to collect the school 
supplies. 

We will meet on Tues., August 16th at 1:30pm.  
Hostesses will be Lavern Bockhorn and Joan Dotson.  
We will still be collecting school supplies.  We will also be 
electing officers. 

 
Wartburg Parish WELCA – At our May meeting we 

elected new officers.  President – Joan Dotson, Vice 
President – Treasure Smith, Secretary/Treasurer – Jan 
Eyer. 

Our next meeting will be Thurs., July 7th at 7:00pm 
at St John, Bremen.  Devotions – Eunice Singer.  
Hostess – Pastor Laura Kamprath.  For our service 
project we will take a monetary donation for the 
S.H.E.E.P. program (Steeleville Healthy Elementary 
Enrichment Program). 

Get ready to dive into 
a life-changing 
adventure that leads 
kids deeper into God’s 

love!  At DeepSea Discovery kids will 
participate in the excitement of Celebration 
Reef, experience God’s Word during their 
small group lesson, explore the mysteries of 
the sea through crafts, and enjoy snacks and 
games at Pelican Pier.  Along the way, kids 
will explore the depths of the Bible using five 
dive markers to guide them.  Kids will learn 
that God KNOWS me, God HEARS me, God 
STRENGTHENS me, God LOVES me, and God 
SENDS me!  Based on Genesis 28:15, they 
will resurface knowing that God is with them 
wherever they go! 

We’re excited about Peace Lutheran 
Church’s Vacation Bible School to be held 
June 13 – 17, 2016.  DeepSea Discovery 
can be an inspirational and educational 
adventure for your entire family. Classes for 
children begin Monday, June 13, 2016 at 
9:00 a.m. and end at 11:30 a.m.  Parents, 
grandparents, and others are invited to join 
the children at the closing program on 
Friday, June 17, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. 

Children who will be three years of 
age before June 13, 2016 through those who 
completed the fifth grade this spring are 
invited and welcomed to attend VBS.  Each 
student will need to bring a solid color or 
white t-shirt to no class later than 
Wednesday, June 15th. 
 Please contact us to see how you can 
help.  We can always use monetary 
donations to offset the costs of VBS as well.  
As always, we will need donations of snacks 
for the week.  Remember:  You don’t have to 
be available to help all week.  Any of the 
days throughout the week that you are 
available we can use the help.  Just let us 
know what days work for you.  Contact VBS 
Directors Melinda Raby (559-1749) or 
Michelle Gremmels (615-3535) if you can 
help in any way.  You don’t need any special 
talent to help – just a love for children and 
the desire to help spread God’s word.  
PLEASE VOLUNTEER!!! 
Register your child NOW!  Registration 

forms will be coming in the mail or you 
can contact the church office (965-3119) 
to register. 


