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Reflections from Pr. Duncan:                                   
As you all know by now this year – 2017 – is the 500th anniversary of the Reformation.  Specifically it is 

the 500th anniversary of Luther’s posting of the 95 theses on the door of the castle church in Wittenburg.  As I 
stated in an earlier article, (see my blog: http://pastorduncansblog.blogspot.com/2017/02/happy-anniversary-
reformation-500-years.html) even though we trace our faith heritage back to that moment in time there are 
plenty of other events yet to come.  Even so, the events in history that we call the Reformation have certainly 
shaped our world and our culture and our nation, and continue to do so. 

Over the summer I am taking the opportunity during worship to focus on various theological issues 
that became a part of Reformation or Lutheran theology. For many of these Luther capsulated them in a brief 
saying – such as “Justification by Grace through Faith;” or “the Priesthood of all Believers,” or “Theology of the 
Cross.”  There are others.  These sayings were designed to make these concepts and understandings available 
and comprehensible to Christians of all walks of life, but after 500 years they have become encrusted and to 
some extent just as confusing as the scholastic theology they challenged.  But they are important.  So, during 
my sermons I will be raising some of these and discussing them in ways that I hope bring them alive and make 
them relevant and applicable to our lives now.   
 The first point I want to make which is absolutely essential is that each and every one of these are 
rooted in the Bible.  Luther didn’t invent them.  They come directly from the text.  “Theology of the Cross” is 
rooted in the passion narratives of the Gospels; “The Priesthood of All Believers” is rooted in I Corinthians 12.  
And the foundational theological plank or “Justification by Grace through Faith” is rooted in Paul’s letter to the 
Romans, chapter 3 in particular.   Here is a portion of that passage:   

“21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the 
prophets,22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no 

distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a 
gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus… 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from 

works prescribed by the law.” 

As is the case with most of Paul, there is a lot going on here.  Paul has spent the first two chapters 
laying out human sinfulness – or the human inclination to put him/herself in the center of their universe, 
thereby shutting God out and replacing God with him/herself.  Oh no, we want to argue, but stop and think 
carefully about that.  We are all guilty of this.  Paul (and Luther’s point) is that we do not need to feel guilty or 
spend hours in self-centered penitential rituals, rather we simply need to recognize it and own it so we can 
move forward, and it is God through Christ that enables us to move forward.  We have been “justified,” “made 
righteous” which doesn’t mean that God is pretending that we’re innocent.  No, we are sinners – we are self-
centered – we regularly put our own needs first.  This in and of itself breaks our relationship with God, but it is 
God who takes the initiative and restores us to relationship.  This is what it means to be “justified” or “made 
righteous:” We have been restored to relationship with God.  How?  Through God’s grace.  And “grace” is a 
word that encompasses all of God’s gifts to us.  God’s grace includes God’s unconditional love, God’s 
unconditional forgiveness, God’s never failing presence with us in the midst of all of life.  Grace is the box that 
contains the gifts God is so anxious to bestow upon us. 

And since the gifts are unconditional all we need to do it to be willing to accept the gift; to receive the 
gift.  And that is faith.  Faith is not mentally accepting a bunch of theoretical truths.  Faith has little to nothing 
to do with our attitudes and opinions.  Faith is action – faith is reflected in how we act, how we relate to 
others.  So there it is – We are justified by grace and we receive it through Faith! And this means God in Christ 
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restores us to relationship through God’s unconditional love and forgiveness and we receive this gift through 
living lives that reflect God’s gifts of unconditional love and forgiveness and presence, and this is what faith is. 

This is the primary theological plank of the Reformation, it is also central to Paul’s understanding of 
what it means to be Christian.  And ultimately it comes down to how we live in this world and how we relate 
to others – all others! 

Blessings for the remainder of the summer! 

 
 

Throughout the summer we will continue the schedule of the weekly 
celebration of Holy Communion at Sunday 9:00 AM worship; and on 
Saturday, Holy Communion on the 1st  and 3rd  Saturdays using the Service 
of the Word on the 2nd  and 4th  Saturdays. We are also looking forward to 
singing some of our favorite hymns this summer at worship. The Praise 

band will lead worship the 4th weekend of each month.  
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL ACTIVITIES  
Since we no longer have Sunday School during the summer, we don’t want to lose track of each 
other. We’ve planned monthly activities for the entire congregation.  
 
  Save the Dates:  
  
Saturday, July 29 Movie night with friends  (movie to be announced) 7pm 

 
Sunday, Aug  27   Congregational and Volunteer Breakfast 10:15am 
 

It is important that wherever they are stationed, at home or overseas, they know that 
their service to our country is appreciated and they are not forgotten.  Pray for their 
safety and God’s blessing on their service and pray for their families.  Remember these 

members, friends and neighbors of our congregation and community who are on active duty: 
 

Sgt. Robert Balmer, Jr., USAF  Chad Howard, USMC  Stephen Holliday, USMC 
GySGT. Jeffrey H. Roberts, USMC Col. Kurt Bergo, USAF     Christopher Burris - US Navy 
    
The above list is the men and women we know that are still in the military. If there is someone that should 
be added to the list, please let us know and we will put them on the list. Thank you very much for your  
help of updating our list. 

************************************************************************************************************* 
Funeral Planning Guide 

Just a reminder that we have a Funeral guideline and funeral planning packet in the 
carenotes in the Narthex if you would like one to fill out.  The checklist goes over the 
choice of venue (church or funeral home), the choice of lessons, the choice of memories 
to be shared, hymns to be sung, communion or no communion and so on. This checklist 
gives you the opportunity to make some of these choices yourself and can be a gift to 
your family as well. If you would like one to fill out or just look at please contact the 

office, we can send you one, you can discuss it with the Pastor and it will be kept in a file in the office. 
 



     
Morning Prayer continues 
every Wednesday  

morning at 9:00 AM in the chapel. 
 

BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES 

Sunday Morning Bible Study – 
for Sr. High and Adults 
Pr. Duncan will be focusing on the 2nd half of 
Paul’s 1st letter to the Corinthians and a little bit 
with 11 Corinthians as well.   It will be held in 
the library from 10:30 to 11:30 on Sunday 
Morning at Peace, Steeleville. 
If you are in need to Childcare please let Pr. 
Duncan know. 
The following is the schedule:  July 9th, 16th, and 
23rd, August 6th, 13th, and 20th. 
 
Lutheran Identity Class – Pastor Duncan will 
be teaching a class focused on what it means to 
be a Lutheran today in our current world.  
Anyone who is interested in learning about the 
church, becoming a member, or just in a 
refresher class from confirmation is welcome.  
We will meet in the library 4 times over the 
summer.  Our first meeting will be July 9, at 
11:30.  Other dates will be announced in class.  
Please come and join us. 

Wednesday Morning Bible study – Our focus 
is Paul’s letter to the Romans. This class will 
bring in some discussion of Luther. The book we 
will be using is by Kerygma.  This is a new 
curriculum recently published to coincide with 
the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. We 
meet at 9:30AM in the library at Peace, 
Steeleville.  

The Peace Praise Band 
Calling all musicians – singers and 
instrumentalists.  If you play an 
instrument or would like to sing as a 

part of the praise band team please call the office 
and we will pass your information to Glenn.  The 
Band plays about once a month through the year.  
All instruments are welcome – guitars, bass, flute, 
sax, trumpet, violin, fiddle! We’d love to have you 
play. 
 

 

We would like to thank Michelle 
Gremmels for all the hard work 
she put into the VBS program. 
She did an excellent job.    There 
are so many people to thank – 

people who help with the registering, publicity, 
painters, teachers, kitchen staff, craft workers, 
helpers, moving crew, sound people, custodians, 
people who make the snacks. We would like to say a 
big thanks to Border North for putting the decals on 
the shirts.  They are beautiful! It is amazing how 
many people it takes to have a well ran VBS.  
Everyone does an excellent job. Thanks to you all! 
 

YOUTH NEWS 
 
Wednesday All Stars 
If you have a child or know a child in 4th, 
5th or 6th grade, Wednesday All Stars is the 
place to be.  We will begin Wednesday All 
Stars on September 13th, 2017 at 2:40, right 
after school.  Registration sheets will be 
available at the church office and at the 
school.  This is a great program and 
wonderful place for the kids to have fun each 
week. 
 

 Looking Ahead to 2017-18 
Confirmation: It is time once again 
to start thinking about 
Confirmation. Our Parish 
Confirmation program will begin 
officially with Confirmation 
Orientation on August 23 at 6pm 

for all parents and students (both 7th & 8th grade) 
at Peace, Steeleville.  This important event will 
provide families the information they need as we 
begin confirmation.   Once classes begin the 7th 
grade will stay at Peace and the 8th grade will meet 
at Post Oak for the 1st semester.  After Christmas 
they will switch. Registration forms are on the 
parish website at wartburgparish.com. We would 
like to receive the forms by the end of July if at all 
possible.  Contact Pr. Duncan or the office for 
questions. 
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YOUTH SCRIP CARDS 
 
We are still selling Great Lakes Scrip 

Cards to help raise money for the youth group. 
There are retailer lists for the taking outside of 
Julie’s office.  These will show you what 
denomination the cards are available in, and the 
percentage the youth group earns from the sale.  
These do not have to be used just as gifts! Consider 
purchasing cards from Retailers you shop with 
often.  For example, if you do your grocery 
shopping at Walmart each month, purchase a 
$100.00 card for Walmart and pay for your items 
with the card instead of cash or check. You get the 
full balance of $100.00 and the youth will get 
$2.50.  School clothes at Old Navy gives 14% back, 
or dinner at Applebees will get us 9% back.  This is 
a great way to help the youth and still only spend 
the money you normally would.   Watch around 
the church for signs and information on special 
deals. Soon you will be able to order on line, until 
then talk to Julie Posth.  Orders will be placed on 
July 14th, Aug. 30, and Sept. 27.   
 
 

PRAYERS FOR LABBERS 
During the week of July 23rd, 7 of 
our high school kids will be going 
to Augustana College  for 

Leadership Lab.  This is a week long 
program aimed at helping prepare our 
youth for leadership in the church.  Please 
keep our kids along with the rest of the 
attendees in your prayers.   
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 
RECIPEINTS OF THE PEACE 
SCHOLARSHIP: 

Dani Parker - attending Southeast Missouri 
State University for Nursing 

Kellyn Rohlfing – attending Southwestern 
Illinois College for Geriatrics 

Patric Rohlfing – attending William Jewell 
College for Philosophy 

 
We extend our congratulations 
to the members of our 
congregation who have 
graduated this spring from high 

school and college. 
 
 

We interrup this broadcast with 
reports coming in from all over the 
city of young superheroes that 
demonstrated the characteristcs of 

heart, courage, wisdom, hope and power at Hero 
Cetnral!  Hero Cantral VBS was ehld from June 19 
– 23.  Hero Central prepared kids with special 
abilites to Do good! Seek Peace and go after it!  
Psalms 34:14b 
 Once again, we had a wonderful turnout of 
children from our church and community and had 
a great week. We just want to say thank you 
again to everyone who helped make Hero Central 
a HUGE success! We could not have done it 
without the help and support of the entire 
congregation. 
 The children collected a total of 333 cans 
for our food pantry. We also had a grand total of 
165 people involved with VBS in one way or 
another – from students, to painters, to janitors, 
to teachers – anyone that played a part. Without 
everyone’s help and prayers we couldn’t have 
made it possible. Thanks so much to all of you! 
 The entire week was a wonderful 
testament of how God does good works through 
His people! We are looking forward to next year! 
 Michelle Gremmels, Directors 
 
DEATHS: 
Dorothy Gemmill died on May 2, 2017 at the            
 Sparta Community Hospital in Sparta, IL.  The 
 funeral services were held at Wilson”s Funeral 
 Home in Steeleville on Friday, May 5, 2017.  
 Burial was at Paradise Cemetery. 

 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS: 
Brianna Huseman, 404 E. Clinton, 
 Pinckneyville, IL  62274 
Sheila Freeland, Address Unknown 

Frank & Kathy Langholf, 1677 Jefferson St., 
 Galesburg, IL  61401 
Robert Ebers, 401 Opdyke St., Chester, IL  62233 
Kyle Hill, 6171 W Manor Dr., LaMesa, CA  91942 
Dennis & Lisa Pyeatt, 6709 70th Court E, 
 Bradenton, FL  34203 
Beth Birchler, 515 S James, Sparta, IL  62286 
 

TRANSFER:   
Delmar Knop  
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