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From the Pastor – Wet & Well Pleased
And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit
descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am
well pleased.” Mark 1:10-11
And we are off! Just like that within just a couple verses in the Gospel of Mark we are plunged into Jesus’
ministry. No long mystical prologues; no genealogies; no Mary, Joseph, angels, shepherds or wise men here.
Within the space of just a few sentences Jesus arrives at the Jordan River as an adult, is Baptized and then he
is immediately wandering in the wilderness struggling against the powers of temptation. No time for a
reception, or time to visit with family or time to consider and think about all that has happened. Jesus is
baptized – the heavens are ripped, the Spirit descends, he hears the voice – and it is out into the wilderness
and beyond. Just like that.
The heart of this brief episode occurs in verse 10 through 11 just as Jesus emerges from the water. Let’s take
a closer look at these events in two groups:
1.
“The heavens are torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove…” The Greek here is even more
violent – the heavens are ripped apart - it says. The word used will appear only one other time in the Gospel
and this time at the moment that Jesus dies on the cross when the curtain of the Temple is ripped. The
prophet Isaiah pleads with God: “Oh that you would tear open the heavens and come down!” (Isaiah 64:1).
And here the prophecy is fulfilled. God has ripped open the heavens and has come down to dwell among
God’s people on earth in the form of the Spirit. The Temple curtain is ripped because God no longer will be
separated from human beings – God lives among God’s people. The ripping open of the heavens then makes
possible the bestowing of the Spirit of God on Jesus.
2.
“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased!” Did Jesus know who he was in relation to
God before His Baptism? This is a statement of identity – Jesus is God’s beloved Son. This is also a statement
of unconditional acceptance. Note - Jesus has done nothing yet. Jesus has not yet accomplished anything.
Jesus has not even contended with the powers of temptation – this comes AFTER these words. In fact, this
event, these words make it possible for Jesus to enter into his ministry.
This story, like all stories from the Gospel, are about more than just a biographical recounting of an event in
Jesus’ life. The Gospel stories are proclamation and all have something to say to us about our lives in Christ
and our discipleship. For we are called, we are baptized and we are sent forth. We are reminded that God has
ripped the heavens open, God has ripped apart the Temple curtain and God continues to dwell among us.
God is not remote or distant or confined to one holy place. God lives among God’s people. And the gift of the
Holy Spirit is given to all who are baptized. You have been given the gift of the Spirit in your baptism.
And the words spoken are for each of us as well. “You are my Son / you are my daughter – with you I am well
pleased.” Spoken to each of us before we have done anything. Because God’s love and acceptance of us is
not contingent on anything we do – we are accepted and loved on the basis of who we are. This is no mere
affirmation. This is not a pat on the back and a “good job!” from God. There is a place for that, but this
acceptance goes deeper than a superficial affirmation – or a “like” on Facebook. Jesus had not done anything
and neither had most of us when we were baptized. This is unconditional acceptance. This is God saying to
you: “I love you. You are beloved. I am well pleased with you. Nothing you do will ever alter this fact.”
But the story doesn’t end here. This is only the beginning, as it is for us as well. For we too are called; we too
are sent forth from the font to bear the light of Christ’s unconditional love and grace. Like Jesus, we are

empowered to move forward in our lives, contending with temptation, and encountering all kinds of situations
we were have the opportunity to bring the light of Christ.
Therefore, Baptism is more than a private family event. Baptism provides the foundation of our faith. For in
Baptism we are accepted and loved by God and called and sent forth to bear the light of this love and grace
into the world. So, then since this is such an important part of our faith I want to suggest and exercise. Do
you know when you were baptized? I was baptized on April 10, 1955 – Easter Sunday! Have you ever done
anything to remember and celebrate your baptism? There are a variety of things that you can do. Dipping
your hand in water and making the sign of the cross is one thing that I think is very meaningful and helps us to
remember and stay connected to our Baptism. But also, What about getting a candle out (your baptismal
candle if you still have it, otherwise any candle will do), lighting it and reading through this story of Jesus’
baptism, along with Romans 6:3-5, and also with Luther’s Small Catechism explanation of Baptism. You can do
this on the anniversary and/or in connection with the Baptism of our Lord and other festivals of the church.
But whatever you do, never forget that the words of the voice are for you: “you are my Son/Daughter, the
Beloved, and with you I am well pleased!”
Worship in January
We celebrate the Baptism of our Lord and the beginning of the season
of Epiphany on Saturday/Sunday January 6/7. The last weekend of the
season of Epiphany – the Feast of the Transfiguration - is February 10/11.
Ash Wednesday this year is on February 14 and there will be services at
12:30 and 7:00 PM.

Wartburg Parish Lenten Worship:
Continuing in the Covenant of Baptism
The Wartburg Parish invites you to join us for worship on Wednesdays throughout the season of Lent.
There will be two opportunities to attend Lenten services this year on Wednesdays in Lent:
Wednesday afternoons at 12:30 – All afternoon services held at Peace, Steeleville
Wednesday evenings at 7:00 – Rotating Schedule:
February 21 at St. John’s, Post Oak – To Live Among God’s Faithful People
February 28 at Peace, Steeleville –To Hear God’s Word, and Share in the Lord’s Supper
March 7 at St. John’s, Bremen – To Proclaim the Good News of Christ through Word and Deed
March 14 at Peace, Chester – To Serve All People, Following the Example of Christ
March 21 at St. Peter, Wine Hill– To Strive for Justice and Peace in All the World
This year we invite you to join us at 6:00 PM at each of these locations for a simple Soup and Sandwich
meal. Following the meal we will move to the Sanctuary for worship. Each service will last about 30
minutes and will include lessons, a meditation and prayers. Please plan to join us for these services.

Below are the contributions for the month of
(thru December 31st)
$4,999.47 is needed weekly to meet our budget
Date
2&3
9 & 10
16 & 17
23 - 25
30 & 31

Weekly Offering
$5,249.35
$4,685.50
$4,425.50
$6,716.50
$3.600.56

Received Year
To Date
$217,600.28
$222,285.78
$226,711.28
$233,427.78
$237,018.34

Needed Year
To Date
$239,974.56
$244,974.03
$249,973.50
$254,972.97

Difference Year
To Date
-$22,294.28
-$22,688.25
-$23,262.22
-$21,545.19
-$22,944.10

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
SEMI-ANNUAL
MEEETING
Semi-Annual Meeting will be
January 21,2018. Remember that
this is a financial and statistical
report. Please pick up a report in the Narthex
and look over before the meeting.

REGULAR AND LARGE
PRINT DEVOTIONAL
BOOKS entitled “The Word
in Season” for January through March are available
in the Narthex and the church office. Pick one up
soon
FLOWER CALENDAR
The 2018 Flower Calendar is on
the bulletin board nearest the
kitchen in the basement . Let me
know how you want the dedication
to read, donate $30.00 to the church, and we will
take care of the rest. Please share a special
occasion and bring joy and sunshine in the
worship services. Remember someone or
something special or just share the joy of your
life in Christ by supplying flowers for our
chancel. We need flowers for January and the
beginning of February.
Remember: We do not have flowers during Lent.
Parish WELCA
Next meeting will be Thursday,
March 1ST at Peace, Steeleville at
7PM. For the Service Project, we will be
stuffing Easter eggs with candy. Please bring
plastic Easter eggs and wrapped candy.

ADULT FORUM - For the
season of Lent Pastor will teach
a series of classes after worship on
Sundays, during the Sunday school time 10:30 to 11:15. The subject is up to you.
Please send me your requests and
suggestions for topics. We have already
received one request to talk about death
and funerals. We will do that first on
Sunday, Feb. 18. I am still in need of
topics for 2/25, 3/4, 3/11 and 3/25.
Send me an email or give me a call with
your requests and suggestions.
MORNING PRAYER: Each
Wednesday, Morning Prayer is
prayed in the Noah’s Ark Chapel.
This mid-week service provides us
with an opportunity to enter into
prayer and supplication. The service
includes prayers for all of our armed service
personnel and we pray for all members of the
parish who are celebrating birthdays. This
brief service begins at 9:00 AM and you are
welcome to join us.
Bible Study Parish Wednesday Morning
Bible Study – –Wednesdays at
9:30 AM in the Library at Peace,
Steeleville. We are studying
1 Peter.

LUTHERAN IDENTITY CLASS –
Pastor Duncan is considering
scheduling a class for anyone who
might be interested in learning
more about the Lutheran faith and also
for those who might like to become
members. If you are interested in
participating please speak to pastor. The
class will meet 3 to 4 times at a time that
is mutually convenient for everyone and
will cover the “basics” about Lutheran
Christianity.
ADULT CHOIR will begin to
work of learning music for Good
Friday and Easter. If you are
interested in singing in the choir
please call the office or speak to Pastor Duncan.
Rehearsals will be on Thursday evenings. Watch
your mail and the bulletin for the specific dates of
rehearsal.

We had several special programs
during the advent season and we
would like to thank everyone
involved in these special programs.
Vickie Wathen and all her helpers for the Angel
Tree, Ken & Dorothy Bockhorn for the coat
drive, Darlene Finley for shut-in Christmas
cards, Michelle Gremmels helped with the
Christmas pageant, every one who donated
desserts and made goodie bags, and everyone
who participated in these activities in any way.
They made the advent season very exciting.
Thank you to everyone who participated
or helped during our practices for the Christmas
program. The program was a huge success as
usual! The children are always excited about
Christmas which makes the time I spend with
them even better. I really enjoyed working with
the children this year. –Julie
Thank you very much for
sending us Christmas
cards!! We greatly
appreciated it.
-The Shut-ins

First Communion
Any families who have children in
th
4 grade or older, who are interested
in taking their first communion, please
contact the office at 965-3119.
First Communion weekend will be
March 10th & 11th.
Food Pantry
Every year it seems the
generosity of this church and this
community increases substantially!
Again this year, the food drives held by the
schools, banks, churches and Boy Scouts
exceeded our expectations. For a small
community, you help others in a big way. I
know I speak for all the people who use the
Food Pantry, THANK YOU ALL, and to all a
HAPPY NEW YEAR!
PARISH CONFIRMATION – has
begun. Both classes – 7th and 8th
grade will meet at Peace, Steeleville.
During the season of Lent we are
asking all confirmation students to join us at
6:00 at the Lenten series host church for soup
and sandwich supper and to do some informal
small group discussions. Following this students
and family members will move to the sanctuary
to attend the Lenten services. Regular classes
for both the 7th and 8th grade students through
Lent will be replaced with this fellowship and
worship time.

SUNDAY SCHOOL PAGEANT
This year, just like decades of
Christmas Eves before, our Sunday
School Students presented the church
and community with their version of
the Christmas Story. This year we had 26 kids
participate and working together to present
“Christmas Story in Poem and Song” adapted with
permission from Leanne Guenther and Jerry Lynn
Maldet. The story told us in a simple way the birth
of our Savior, Jesus Christ. With angels, shepherds,
and inn workers. Thanks to each and every one:
Kids adults alike.

Wednesday All Stars
Wednesday All Stars is still
going strong. Remember all 4th, 5th,
and 6th graders are welcome. We have plenty of
room for more. Every Wednesday after school at
2:45 until 5:30.
It’s always fun, fun classes, fun crafts, fun
games and fun games! There are also fun snack
and fun dinners. It’s really a lot of FUN!!!
ADDRESS CHANGES:

Michelle Meyerhoff, 18 Westwood Dr.,
Apt. D, Steeleville, IL 62288
Ryan Bockhorn, 6250 Old North Sparta Rd.,
Steeleville, IL 62288
Linda Thies, 103 W. Main St., Steeleville, IL 62288
Dustin McCurdy, 1208 Palmer Creek Dr., Columbia,
IL 62236
Mariah & Hannah Dunn, 1605 Main St., Carterville,
IL 62918
Brittany Fisher (Jayvnn Donagher, Kayden Mohr,
Madelyn Mohr, Marshawn Fisher, Faith
Fisher)
Address unknown
TRANSFERS/RELEASES:
Ed Haertling transferred to St. Peters, Wine
Hill
Neal & Jennifer Haertling (Wesley, Madison, &
Connor Haertling) transferred to St. Peters,
Wine Hill
Tom & Mary Jane Waltemate - released
DEATHS:

Katheryn Heires passed away on
Monday, December 25, 2017. Her
funeral services were held Saturday, December 30,
2017 at Peace Lutheran Church. Burial was at
Steeleville City Cemetery Steeleville, IL .

ANGEL TREE

Thank you to everyone who
participated in any way to make the
2017 Angel Tree a success. Your
continued support and Angel Tree adoptions are
very much appreciated. This year we helped 122
families consisting of 341 children!! Thank you for
your monetary donations, your gift purchases, your
wrapping paper and box donations, for making
cookies and helping on wrap day (oops – I lost my
helper list – sorry!), for delivery of packages, and so
so much more. I can’t say thank you enough. This
was another successful year because of all you pitch
in and help with everything associated with the angel
tree! We are truly blessed!
The donations that you pick up for us during
the year are VERY MUCH NEEDED! Please continue
to watch those clearance racks as winter
merchandise goes on sale. We are in need of
pajamas – both boy and girls – especially sizes larger
than a 10. We are in need of jeans – all sizes in boys
– 2T thru 12 in girls – all sizes in women – 30 thru 36
waist in men (usually 30 or 32 length). Shave kits and
cologne for men, Bath and Body products for
women, play make up for girls, nail polish, hair
accessories, socks for men, underwear for boy 2T-16,
underwear for girls 2T-16, all sizes of shoes – mostly
tennis shoes and Boots. The boys like hiking type
boots, the girls like the stylish boots. And we always
get requests for fuzzy blankets, pillows, sheet sets
(mostly twin and full), and any type of
drawing/coloring/art supplies.
Each year when the Angel Tree starts up we
try to match up as many of the requests as we can
with items we have purchased throughout the year.
It is much cheaper to get these items on clearance
than to pay full price when Christmas is here. That is
really the only way we are able to make this venture
successful every year. And we thank you for helping
us do this!
Again – If you helped in any way at all, please
know that I am so thankful for you! May you all have
a blessed and healthy 2018!!
Vickie Wathen 618-615-1161

Soup and Sandwiches Needed: We
are in need of Soup and Sandwiches
for the Feb. 28th. Lenten Service
which we are hosting. If you would like to
make some soup or sandwiches, please contact
Julie at 965-3119 by March 18th.

Junior High and Senior High
All Jr and Sr High students are
invited to Sunday School every
Sunday following worship. We will
have time to discuss the things that are
important to you both social justice and
spiritual education. Of course we will discuss
the bible, the sermons and any questions you
may have.
On the last Sunday of each month, we will
even have breakfast and the youth group
meeting!
Remember, this is your group, so we need
your input and your attendance to make it what
you would like. Please join us. If you have any
questions please give Julie or any of the Youth
leaders a call.

COLOR ME

