
waiting: meeting Jesus

wait. receive. respond. 

“Angel met Claudia, the operator for her church’s water store in the 
community of 1° de Julio, several months ago. Angel was not looking for 
Jesus when he walked up to the window that day; he only wanted to know 
about the water that was sold there. Claudia took the time to explain every 
single step of the water purification process; she went on to tell him how 
the store helps both the community and the church. This explanation gave 
Angel confidence in the quality in the water that is sold, and he bought two 
large bottles for his family. 

“Not long after, Angel returned to the store and found Claudia reading a 
portion of the Bible. He asked her what it was about, and so she read it and 
started a conversation about faith and God’s love. Angel shared with Claudia 
how he felt like God did not listen to his prayers, especially those in which 
he would ask for help. He was going through a difficult time. He needed to 
visit the doctor and get an eye exam because it appeared that something 
was wrong with his sight. 

“Claudia told him that God could heal everything and that she was going 
to pray for him and for the results of the exam. The next time he visited the 
water store, he vigorously shared with Claudia the results of the exam—the 
results were negative, and his sight was doing a lot better. 
“This chance encounter started Angel on a new path. He began attending 
church, and his wife told Claudia that no one had ever been able to impact 
his life and help him understand faith like she had.”

week one: page 1

SCRIPTURE: LUKE 5:1-11

Healing Waters International equips local churches in Latin America to start and 
run small businesses to meet the need for safe water in their communities. The 
churches operate storefronts built around water purification systems, vending 
bottled water for pennies per gallon. Many reinvest their profits in community 
outreach and donate water to schools, clinics, and orphanages. Healing Waters 
is known as Aguas de Unidad, or ADU, throughout Latin America.  The following 
story took place in Chiapas, Mexico.

Tom Stephen



waiting: meeting Jesus

wait. receive. respond. 

The life of a disciple begins with an initial encounter 
with Jesus. In that encounter two things happen: 
Jesus reveals a truth about himself, and he also 
reveals what is true about our lives. In this study, 
you’ll watch Peter’s first encounter with Jesus. 
Peter moves from over-confident but discouraged 
fisherman; to broken, fearful sinner; to excited 
follower of Jesus. Peter is now in a position to 
discover who Jesus is.  

week one: page 2

WAITING WITH PETER

As you begin this journey toward Easter, are you ready 
to position yourself to wait and learn about Jesus, 
yourself, and God’s call in your life?

Group Discussion:

Describe a time when you’ve 
been surprised by God. 



wait. receive. respond. 

Crowds:

Jesus:

Simon and the other fisherman:

1) What are the different groups of people doing at the beginning of this passage? (v. 1-4)

2) What does Jesus ask Simon to do when he had finished teaching? What is Simon’s             
response?

3) Make a list of possible reactions Simon could have had when Jesus asked him to take his 
boat to deeper waters.

4) What reason does Simon give for taking the boat out to deep water? What does this 
tell you about Simon?

5) Describe a time in your life when you felt God leading you to take a risk. Like Peter, did 
you have very little belief that things were going to work out? What happened?

week one: page 3

READ LUKE 5:1-11

waiting: meeting Jesus



waiting: meeting Jesus

wait. receive. respond. 

6) Knowing that the fisherman made their living on the water, what reaction do you think 
they had when they saw the huge amount of fish after a night of catching nothing?

7) How does Peter react to the large catch? Why does he react that way?

8) When God calls us to follow Him, we will often feel overwhelmed and fearful.  Consider 
the calls of Gideon, Isaiah and Mary from the passages below and describe how they 
respond to God’s initial call.

Judges 6:11-23

Isaiah 6:1-8

Luke 1:26-28

9) What two things does Jesus tell Peter in response to Peter’s confession?

week one: page 4

READ LUKE 5:1-11



wait. receive. respond. 

1) In what areas of your life right now are you trusting God? In what areas are you 
experiencing a lack of trust?

2) If Jesus were with your right now, what would you feel compelled to confess?

3) Read I John 1:8-10.  What do these verses tell you about God’s response to your 
confession?

week one: page 5

RECEIVING GOD’S GRACE

waiting: meeting Jesus

Lent is a season of introspection and confession. 
Consider finding a time during the week to 
remember the abundance of God’s grace offered 
to Peter and offered to you.   Each day take 
some time to confess your sin and receive the 
grace of Jesus. 



wait. receive. respond. 

Peter, Gideon, Isaiah, and Mary all had epiphanies that included a call.  They were all 
called to action.  All were called to move beyond their fear and uncertainty and to begin 
the adventures that God had for them.

week one: page 6

RESPONDING  TO GOD’S CALL

waiting: meeting Jesus

An epiphany is an encounter with God.  Epiphanies often involve us taking a 
good look at ourselves and considering what we truly believe about God and 
acknowledging where we fall short.   

1) In what ways do you sense God calling you to move beyond your fear  
    and uncertainty and to take action?

2) What actions can you take this week to follow God’s call in your life?



wait. receive. respond. 

Read the following story of God’s provision for water through the joint efforts of 
a determined community in northern Uganda, alongside Lifewater International 
and Blood:Water Mission. Then as a group begin to pray as to how God might 
have you respond to needs either in your local community or internationally.

week one: page 7

CLOSING WITH PRAYER

waiting: meeting Jesus

“Regina Okeng, the chairwoman of the water committee in a village 
in northern Uganda, proudly explained how they received training 
and what they are doing to sustain their new water source, a drilled 
well. ‘We have a daily schedule for the water committee members 
to watch the source. We make sure the well is protected, we collect 
stipends from the community to save for future repairs, and we 
keep a log book of community members who use it. We also have 
schedules for sweeping and cleaning near the pit latrines and the 
water well. When we monitor the well, we make sure that the 
containers people use to collect are clean so that they don’t get the 
water contaminated.’

“Regina also explained that they feel privileged to have received the 
well and especially the training to maintain it and educate others. 
Regina also described how after receiving Lifewater’s health and 
hygiene training her perspective changed. She saw that her family 
was sick; after putting the training into practice her health and the 
health of her eight children improved, and they were no longer 
suffering from constant stomach aches. ‘Our prayer is that others 
will be blessed with water like us,’ she concluded.”



waiting: learning what it means to be blessed

wait. receive. respond. 

If there was a child in Melvin’s community who had more strikes against him, I 
don’t know who it was. Melvin was born in the middle of a string of children from 
different fathers to a mother who battled substance addiction. They lived in a tiny 
home near the railroad tracks and an abandoned mill. In a neighborhood of poor 
children, they were the poorest. On top of all that, Melvin had been born with 
developmental disabilities due to his mother’s drug use.

Melvin didn’t seem to be aware of his woes. He came faithfully to after-school 
club, smiling until his eyes disappeared and shouting “Hello, Miss Carol! Hello!” 
when he walked in the door. When the other children teased him, he frowned 
and gruffed at them to stop, but the frowns never stayed long. “I’m hungry, Miss 
Carol! I’m hungry!” he would shout. At snack time, he would joyfully, reverently 
eat his crackers and juice, savoring every crunch and sip. He connected deeply 
with colors and tastes, rubbing a piece of corduroy between his fingers or pushing 
a purple crayon deep into his paper.

In October, Melvin began drawing pumpkins. Bright, lumpy orbs with green stems 
filled paper after paper, some with teeth and eyes. Then I began to receive gifts, 
pumpkin pictures left on my chair or desk. “To Miss Crol” they said, and were 
signed, “Melvin.” Halloween came and went, and still two, three, four gifts arrived 
daily. Finally the flow began to subside until I thought we were done with Melvin’s 
pumpkin phase. Then one afternoon he ran up to me, a flash of orange in his 
hand. “Here, Miss Carol,” he said. It was another pumpkin picture, addressed to 
me. But this time there was a message, printed in bold black crayon: “I love you, 
Miss Crol.” Melvin threw his arms around me and squeezed. “Thank you, Melvin.” 
I said. “Thank you for this wonderful gift.”

week two: page 1

SCRIPTURE: LUKE 6:12-26 Carol Nowlin

Group Discussion:

Share some of the words you would 
use to describe Melvin.



wait. receive. respond. 

Jesus seems to delight in confounding us. To those 
who listened to his sermon on the mount, his 
words must have been baffling and offensive. In this 
passage, he declares the poor, hungry, depressed, 
and rejected are the ones who are really blessed. 
Then he brushes past the outward “blessings” we 
all wish to collect—wealth, satisfaction, fun, and 
acceptance—and points toward our hearts. 

week two: page 2

WAITING WITH PETER

As you continue on this journey that will extend 
beyond Easter, are you ready to embrace Jesus’ 
strange reversal of blessing and begin sharing what 
you have so that others might be blessed?

waiting: learning what it means to be blessed



wait. receive. respond. 

1) Why did Jesus withdraw? (v. 12)

2) Why is it hard to withdraw into solitude and prayer? What do we gain from the experi-
ence?

3) Based on what you know about them, describe some of the shortcomings of Jesus’ 12 
disciples. (v. 13-16)

4) Do you think he knew any of these characteristics when he called them? If so, why did 
he call them?

5) Describe the other people who came to him that day. Why were they there? (v. 17-19)

week two: page 3

READ LUKE 6:12-26

waiting: learning what it means to be blessed



wait. receive. respond. 

6) Describe the people whom Jesus calls blessed. (v. 20-23)

7) What does he offer them?

8) Now describe the people on whom he pronounces woe. Why do you think he targets this 
group of people?

9) How does Jesus’ use of the word “blessed” compare with its use in contemporary North 
America?

week two: page 4

READ LUKE 5:1-11

waiting: learning what it means to be blessed



wait. receive. respond. 

1) In which of the two groups do you mostly find yourself? Why?

2) If you would describe yourself as someone who has it “together,” what message does 
Jesus have for you in this passage?

3) As a group or individually, re-imagine Jesus’ blessings and woes for the twenty-first 
century. For example, would he begin with, “Blessed are you who live on less than a dollar 
per day”?

week two: page 5

RECEIVING GOD’S GRACE

waiting: learning what it means to be blessed



wait. receive. respond. 

Jesus reverses the traditional notion of blessing in the passage we just discussed. The 
concluding story below describes a boy Jesus would call blessed, but most of the rest of 
us wouldn’t. Ask yourself: 

week two: page 6

RESPONDING  TO GOD’S CALL

1) Are there difficult situations in your life, past or present, that you can re-
imagine in light of God’s promised blessings found in today’s passage?

2) How can you participate in this reversal of blessing by offering someone 
in need friendship, laughter, or the opportunity to participate in God’s 
kingdom? 

waiting: learning what it means to be blessed



wait. receive. respond. 

Jesus reverses the traditional notion of blessing in the passage we just discussed. 
Read the following story about someone he would call blessed. Then reflect: 
How can you participate in this reversal by offering someone in need friendship, 
laughter, or the opportunity to participate in God’s kingdom? Pray that he would 
open your eyes to see blessings and woes the way he does.

week two: page 7

CLOSING WITH PRAYER

My memories of Johnny are fragmented, pieces of images—a flash of smile, 
smooth cocoa skin, the tilt of his head when he ran. That’s because he was 
always in motion, from the time he ran in to my class to the time he was 
(usually) asked to leave after punching or wrestling with someone.

I was visiting a rural community in Ecuador where Johnny lived. He didn’t live in 
a house though; he lived in an orphanage for HIV-positive children nestled in a 
gated compound at the center of the village. I didn’t know I would be meeting 
Johnny when I arrived in his community, and I certainly didn’t know I would be 
teaching him and dozens of other children during a four-day class about health 
and hygiene. I thought I was there to meet with leaders of the community’s 
water management committee.

Yet there I found myself, struggling to speak in Spanish as my voice bounced 
around a concrete meeting room and rain clouds loomed outside. Most of the 
children had already colored their pictures, but there was more class time to 
fill. As usual, Johnny had gotten up and started wandering, his keen little eyes 
looking for abandoned crayons or mischief. 

I sat down on the floor and began to read a story to the class. Illustrated with 
simple line drawings and copied onto damp, curling paper, the story was about a 
boy whose baby sister was ill with diarrhea. The boy went to school and learned 
how to treat diarrhea with safe water and oral rehydration solution; he came 
home and shared what he learned with his grandmother. Together they treated 
his baby sister. Soon she began to change from listless and dehydrated to happy 
and healthy. As I turned the pages, Johnny inched closer and closer, head craning 
for a look. Finally he sat down beside me. By the time I reached the final page, 
with a picture of brother and sister playing together, Johnny was nestled under 
my arm, breathing slow and steady and soaking up every word. 

waiting: learning what it means to be blessed



waiting: keeping your eyes open

wait. receive. respond. 

Adam Miller and his short-term mission team thought they were traveling 
to the Philippines to help a community build bio-sand filters, which are 
low-cost devices for purifying contaminated water in developing countries. 
Instead, as so often happens when we follow Jesus’ leading, he and his team 
were surprised to find they were being redirected into service as high school 
teachers.
 
“At first,” says Adam, “I was terrified; because I would rather work with 
water filters than stand in front of thirty kids and try to teach them Bible 
stories. But God has been amazing and we were able to go into these 
classrooms and share with the students Bible stories, biblical-based values 
and even sharing the gospel with them.”

Yes, the mission team did also get to help build water filters which improved 
physical health by reducing bacterial infections and illness from parasites. 
But because they were willing to take a God-inspired detour during their 
visit to the Philippines, they also made an eternal impact.

week three: page 1

SCRIPTURE: LUKE 8:40-56 Warren Einolander

Group Discussion:
Have you ever thought you were called to 
accomplish one task only to discover that 
you were needed for something bigger and 
unexpectantly 
different?



wait. receive. respond. 

The life of the disciple expands as we keep a close 
watch on what God is doing in the world. Peter 
became part of Jesus’ inner circle. Along with John 
and James, Peter was invited to see things the other 
disciples did not always see. As Peter witnessed 
tremendous acts of healing, from those who were 
considered unclean to those who were innocent 
victims, Peter grew in his understanding of Jesus.    

week three: page 2

WAITING WITH PETER

Are you committed to keeping your eyes open to see 
God’s work, even when it’s unexpected, as you wait 
for the living water that will be given to you at Easter? 
Are you prepared to walk as Jesus walked? You can do 
what Jesus did.

waiting: keeping your eyes open



wait. receive. respond. 

a) Why was the welcoming crowd waiting on the western shore of the Sea of 
Galilee for Jesus? (Look at the context from the preceding passages in Luke.)

b) Is there significance to the difference in the way the crowd waited for and 
watched Jesus compared to the way that Peter and his friends did?

1) The crowd on shore waited for Jesus while the disciples had accompanied him across 
the sea. (v. 40)

2) Where did Jairus fit into the local social order? (v. 41) Can we get over how important 
we are long enough to throw ourselves at Jesus’ feet? 

3) Jairus’ only child, an innocent little girl on the cusp of womanhood, was dying. (v. 42) 
How do our life circumstances, whether desperate or easy, help us surrender to Jesus and 
follow his path? With whom do you identify in this story? Jairus, his daughter, the disciples, 
or the crowd standing in the way of Jesus’ progress?

week three: page 3

READ LUKE 8:40-56

waiting: keeping your eyes open



wait. receive. respond. 

4) Based on what you read, where did the woman with the hemorrhage fit into the local 
social order? (v. 43)

5) According to the law of Moses, a ritually unclean woman made a man ritually unclean 
when they touched. This woman (v. 44) surely knew this religious concept, but it didn’t stop 
her from seeing something different in Jesus and having the courage to approach him. What 
is it about Jesus of Nazareth that sets him apart from other human beings?

6) The literal translation of verse 48 is “Daughter, your belief has saved you; go in peace.” 
In verse 50 Jesus tells Jairus about his now-dead daughter, “Fear not! Just keep on believing 
and she will be saved.” Why do you think Jesus ties both of these miraculous healings to 
faith?

7) People scoffed at Jesus when he said the girl was only sleeping. (v. 53) Throughout the 
world, followers of Jesus are subjected to public ridicule for their faith. How can we respond 
by turning these situations into opportunities for his glory? 

week three: page 4

READ LEVITICUS 15:19-27

waiting: keeping your eyes open

READ NUMBERS 15:38-39

8) After he healed the bleeding woman, Jesus caused her to make a public profession of her 
faith. After he resuscitated the little girl, he told her parents to keep it a secret. Why do you 
suppose he did that?



wait. receive. respond. 

1) Compare the way Jairus approached Jesus with the way the woman did. Can a person 
behave in a way that is outwardly humble while inwardly retaining personal arrogance?  Is 
healthy humility a set of behaviors or a mental attitude? Is it both? How might personal 
humility relate to receiving God’s grace?

2) Some people might think that they are in such bad shape that Jesus can’t help them. 
Are you one of those people, or do you know such a person?

3) Do you need healing or know someone who needs healing? Can you obey Jesus’ 
command, “Do not fear; only believe?” How do you respond to this statement? Are you 
able or willing to ask Jesus for healing?

week three: page 5

RECEIVING GOD’S GRACE

waiting: keeping your eyes open

Lent is a season of prayer. How open are you to 
seeing God at work in unexpected ways? Are 
you facing the challenge of unbelief? Perhaps 
you can pray, as another desperate parent 
once did, “I do believe; help me overcome my 
unbelief!” (Mark 9:24)



wait. receive. respond. 

First the hurting woman and then Jairus’ daughter were saved and healed through faith 
in Jesus. First the crowd and then Peter with Jesus’ inner circle watched the miracles 
unfold. 

week three: page 6

RESPONDING  TO GOD’S CALL

Our study this week is a multifaceted story. It shows the power of faith in Jesus Christ, 
illustrates the hardness and cynicism of the world, and demonstrates how following 
Jesus can surprise us and lead to wonderful things. The people in the crowd waited 
passively on shore for their own personal reasons to see what Jesus might do next. Peter 
and the disciples kept on following Jesus, from town to town, across the sea and back, 
waiting and trying to figure out what Jesus was doing. They had no special qualifications, 
but he called them, and they responded.

1) Are you a disinterested bystander waiting to see what Jesus might do next? Or 
are you one of Jesus’ insiders, accompanying him day-by-day on his path wherever it 
might lead? Can you think of other possible conditions besides these? 

2) What actions can you take this week to follow God’s call in your life, even it takes 
some surprising twists and turns?

waiting: keeping your eyes open



wait. receive. respond. 

Read the following story from Healing Waters International of God’s provision 
in Cienfuegos, Dominican Republic. Then as a group begin to pray as to how 
God might have you respond to needs either in your local community or 
internationally.

week three: page 7

CLOSING WITH PRAYER

Pastor Edwin Garcia pastors a church in the city dump in Cienfuegos. 
Together, Pastor Garcia’s church and Healing Waters International launched 
a new community health club to provide safe water and health and hygiene 
education in the community. Rather than overlooking his poorest neighbors, 
Pastor Garcia saw the launch of this program as a great opportunity to 
engage them. He walked the streets, knocking on doors and inviting everyone 
to the inauguration of the new water system. To his surprise and delight, 
more than 250 people showed up to his church, which had capacity for just 
75. They moved their party outside as a result. 

Pastor Garcia announced that, as a result of the great turnout, he would 
share the gospel. He preached for thirty minutes and invited people to accept 
Christ. Twelve people came forward and accepted Christ. In addition, more 
than fifty families joined the community health club at the church, agreeing 
to pay a three-dollar-per-month membership. Their membership includes 
attending biblically-based health and hygiene classes at the church. For 
attending classes and paying monthly dues, families living in the dump 
receive clean, safe water from the system. 

It was Pastor Garcia’s willingness to follow Jesus’ leading and be surprised 
by him that enabled this to take place. He shared, “This purification machine 
came to us from above. It is an evangelizing machine. It does the preaching 
for us.” 

waiting: keeping your eyes open



waiting: contemplating the cross

wait. receive. respond. 

A few years back, while on study leave on a remote island off the coast of 
Nova Scotia, I decided to ask the people I met who they said Jesus was. 
At the Laundromat one day I met a couple from Ontario who lived on 
their sailboat and went all over the world. We chatted while our clothes 
washed and somehow, probably after they asked what I did for a living, I 
asked, “Who do you say that Jesus is?” The man said, “He was a wonderful 
man who founded a horrible religion. No. It is not a bad religion; it is just 
practiced by horrible people, hypocrites. I’d like to be a Christian if it wasn’t 
for the hypocrites.” The young girl who rented me a movie at the general 
store said in answer, “He was part of God wasn’t he, a long time ago?” The 
defrocked Roman Catholic priest who owned one of the tiny restaurants 
in town said, “He was my way to God before the church blocked my path.” 
And, my personal favorite, the young man at the pizza parlor said, “Jesus? I 
don’t know the dude. Does he live around here?”

After Jesus asked Peter what others were saying about him, he turned the 
question to Peter himself. Peter responded, “You are the Messiah.” This 
answer was densely theological and political. Yet, for Peter, Jesus was 
more than the one hoped for to restore Israel and bring lasting and decisive 
change to the people. For Peter Jesus was personal, even if he did not 
understand yet what that would mean.

week four: page 1

SCRIPTURE: LUKE 9:18-27 Eugenia Gamble

Group Discussion:

Who do you say that Jesus is? 
What do you think many non-
Christians think of Jesus? Why 
might they feel that way? 



wait. receive. respond. 

Jesus’ followers have been trying to figure out just who he 
is for some time. They have looked to scripture to try to 
understand him and have seen him as fulfilling some of the 
deep hopes and truths in Isaiah’s prophecy, in the stories 
of Elijah and Elisha, and even making connections with 
Israel’s escape from bondage in Egypt. They have begun to 
wonder if he might be the one whom God would send to 
restore Israel. In Luke, this passage immediately follows the 
miraculous feeding of the five thousand and takes place in a 
place and time of intimate prayer.

week four: page 2

WAITING WITH PETER

You can almost feel Peter wondering, could anyone but Messiah meet 
the spiritual and physical needs of people like that? Can anyone else 
make something out of nothing at all? Can he be the one?

waiting: contemplating the cross



wait. receive. respond. 

1) Who was with Jesus as he prayed ‘alone’? What might they have been doing? (v.18) 
Who were the crowds that Jesus asks about? Why might he be wondering what they were 
saying about him? (v. 18)

2) What were the three answers that his disciples gave to his question? What was the 
significance of each of these answers? (v. 19)

3) When Jesus addresses the question to Peter personally, how does he respond? (v. 20) 

4) What does Jesus tell his disciples to do after Peter’s confession? Why would that be 
important? (v. 21) The words that Jesus uses here are usually used to rebuke unclean 
spirits. Why would Jesus choose those harsh words?

5) The concept of “Messiah” was very rich and multifaceted for Israel by the time of Jesus’ 
life and ministry. Most believed that God would send a special human person who would 
act for God, spiritually, politically, and militarily, to remove the Gentile rulers from Israel 
and restore her kingdom. What does Jesus say in verse 22 to expand and/or explode that 
understanding?

week four: page 3

READ LUKE 9:18-27

waiting: contemplating the cross

6) Jesus uses a strong Greek word, pascho, in verse 22, to describe the suffering that 
Messiah will undergo. How do you think Peter might have felt in hearing that word? How 
did that challenge his assumptions? Have you ever experienced suffering as redemptive?



wait. receive. respond. 

7) The word ‘must’ that Jesus uses in verse 22 is important. In other places in the Bible the 
word is used to mean divine necessity. Why do you think it was divinely necessary that Jesus 
suffer?  

8) What three things does Jesus say that one must do in order to follow him? (v. 23) How do 
you do that in your daily life? Where do you see the need to grow?

9) Jesus emphasized the word ‘daily’ in talking about taking up the cross? What do you think 
he means by taking up the cross? How does one do that each day?

week four: page 4

READ LUKE 9:18-27

waiting: contemplating the cross

10) In verses 24-25, Jesus uses a common exhortation to soldiers entering battle. It was a 
way of telling them that the first one to run would be the first to die. He ties the gaining and 
losing of life to the gaining of wealth and profit. What do you think Jesus was trying to get 
across to his friends?

11)  In verse 26 Jesus uses reciprocity language (if…then) to describe his relationship with his 
followers when the time of final fulfillment comes. What is he warning against here? What 
role do you think making a public commitment to Christ plays in Christian life? How do you 
respond to this statement: The way we live in the present determines what Jesus will say of 
us in the future?

12) What does Jesus promise in verse 27? How do you understand that promise two 
thousand years later?



wait. receive. respond. 

1) If Jesus asked you today who you think that he is, how would you respond? Who do 
you say that Jesus is? Yes, he is your savior. Yes, he is your Lord. But how has he saved 
you and from what? How does he rule you and when? How does relationship with him set 
your agenda? 

2) In what areas of your life do you find it easiest to follow Jesus? When is it hardest? 
Make a list of your responses. Thank God for the grace you have received that makes it 
possible to follow and ask for help in areas where you struggle.

3) What does this passage have to say about the desire to gain wealth? Is it wrong to 
want to prosper? What is the danger of pursuing gain?  

4) When you think of taking up your cross, what does that mean to you personally?  

week four: page 5

RECEIVING GOD’S GRACE

waiting: contemplating the cross

During this season of Lent, we are invited to 
draw nearer and nearer to Jesus, just as Peter 
did. Take a moment each day to tell Jesus who 
he is in your life and how you will follow him 
each day.



wait. receive. respond. 

Coming to know Jesus as Messiah means doing things differently. It also means seeing 
things differently. Jesus wanted Peter and the others to begin to see the world through 
God’s eyes and to act on God’s values in everything that they did.

week four: page 6

RESPONDING  TO GOD’S CALL

1) In what ways do you experience God changing the way that you see 
things and calling you to act on that new way of seeing?

2) What can you do this week to display who Christ is to your world?

waiting: contemplating the cross



wait. receive. respond. 

Read the following story of the gift of water in Nicaragua during the time of the 
Presbyterian Church USA’s Gift of New Eyes program. Then as a group, begin to 
pray as to how God might have you pick up your crosses and become vessels for 
living water to those around you.

week four: page 7

CLOSING WITH PRAYER

In the summer of the contra-war in Nicaragua in the 1980s, I visited Managua. It was 
hot and dry that summer. Children played stickball in swept sand lots. Buildings still 
stood in disrepair from the earthquake in 1972. Political corruption and nations vying 
for influence had stopped aid efforts years before. Women cooked on dried leaves on 
grills fitted into old hubcaps.
In spite of their hardship, many people were filled with vibrant hope and 
inexhaustible faith. For a week, I met with local church leaders. We prayed together 
and listened to each other’s stories. Bible study groups met in yards, whole 
neighborhoods gathered around tortillas and the stories of their faith. For hours, three 
times a week, they met for prayer and reflection. Everywhere you looked there was 
pain, and everywhere you looked there was redemption.  
On my last day, when the big bus came to scoop us up and take us to the airport, 
back to our lives of nine-to-five, of big box stores and full market shelves, each one in 
our group was dismissed with an embrace and a special blessing. As the bus pulled 
away from the house where we had met, a young woman came rushing out and ran 
after us. She held a large orange gourd, a dipper that she had filled with water from 
her well, water that none of us could drink, water that brought both life and illness 
to her and her children. But it was what she had and she was offering it.  Fearing for 
this spoiled group in the bus, so unused to hardship and heat, she ran after us, water 
spilling from the gourd. “One more drink,” she shouted. “Precious water.”
The bus stopped. Our leader went to her and accepted the gourd, for not to do so 
would have been cruel. When we pulled away, the young woman waved the double-
armed wave of one who has done what she could. Bearing her cross with joy, losing 
her life for love, being totally unashamed of Christ, she offered us more than a gourd 
full of water; she offered us living water that could come from no well.

waiting: contemplating the cross

How can we work together to offer clean and pure water to those who offer 
us such pictures of faith at work?



waiting: selling it all to gain everything

wait. receive. respond. 

Scottish runner Eric Liddell, whose story was famously depicted in the 
movie “Chariots of Fire,” stood on the threshold of international fame and 
glory when he was selected to compete in the 1924 Olympic Games. When 
he found out his race was scheduled for a Sunday, he felt convicted that he 
should not run on that day. At great personal cost, and in spite of intense 
pressure from others, he was willing to forfeit his dream and withdraw 
from the race in order to honor Christ. Later in his life, he went to China as 
a missionary, where he was killed by Japanese troops in 1945, paying the 
ultimate price for following Christ.

week five: page 1

SCRIPTURE: LUKE 18:18-30 Jarrett Johnson

Group Discussion:

Describe a time when you’ve 
been surprised or challenged 
by what God askes His 
followers to give up in order 
to follow Him. 



wait. receive. respond. 

For many it is a real challenge to believe the promises of Jesus, especially 
when following Jesus’ teaching comes with a call to give something up. 
Often our points of connection to what we own—our money, even our 
relationships—serve as points of disconnection with God if we sense a call 
to let go of something or someone in order to follow Jesus. In this story 
Jesus tells a man what he needs to give up and challenges him to “come, 
follow me.” 

In this study we will consider the challenge of belief and practice in the 
lives of two men. Both see clearly what discipleship requires, and both have 
powerful reactions to Jesus’ teaching, but only one believes his promise.  

week five: page 2

WAITING WITH PETER

Do you hear Jesus’ call to give something up, to let go, 
and follow him in ways you haven’t yet? Does the call 
of Jesus ever give rise to feelings of sadness or regret? 
Can we believe God to accomplish the impossible and 
wait for him to fulfill his promise?

waiting: selling it all to gain everything



wait. receive. respond. 

1) In verses 18-21 we have the beginning of the conversation between the ruler, an 
apparently successful Jewish man, and Jesus. Do you get the sense the ruler is asking for 
new information with his question, seeking confirmation from Jesus, or is something else 
going on? Describe what you see in these first verses that leads you to your answer.  

2) Many of us are prone to thinking of eternal life as something we earn. In verse 21 the 
ruler responds to Jesus’ suggestion that keeping the commandments is the path to eternal 
life, when Jesus refers to some of the Ten Commandments. (Exodus 20:1-17, especially 
12-16) All that would have been very common in Jesus’ setting. Consider the setting we 
live in: Identify and describe some of the standards we moderns use to establish whether a 
person is worthy of heaven or not.

3) In Luke’s Gospel, by the time the narrative gets to chapter 18, Jesus is a very well-known 
rabbi, particularly famous for his healing ministry. (Luke 4:14-15, 26-27; 5:15; 6:17-19, 
etc.) Do you think it is reasonable to assume the ruler knew something about this “good 
teacher”? Identify the sort of “news” you imagine would draw him, or you, to seek out Jesus 
for a spiritual conversation.

4) Re-read Peter’s first encounter Jesus, Luke 5:4-11. Identify the similarities and differences 
in two encounters with Jesus—Peter’s and the ruler’s.

week five: page 3

READ LUKE 18:18-30

waiting: selling it all to gain everything



wait. receive. respond. 

6) In Peter’s day many equated wealth with God’s blessing and approval and would naturally 
project that approval to the eternal destiny of the blessed wealthy. Are there any types of 
people in our day and age that we identify as blessed and approved by God? Who would 
they be? Would we also naturally think they’d be welcomed into heaven? Why or why not?

7) As you reviewed in Luke 5:4-11, Peter, James, and John “left everything” to follow Jesus. 
With that story, and this one from Luke 18 in mind, what tone of voice do you think Peter 
may have used in 18:28? Do you think he is confident? Boastful? Anxious? Incredulous? Or 
something else?

8) When God calls us to follow him, we will often feel overwhelmed and fearful. In what 
ways might Jesus’ promise in 18:29-30 influence our response to God’s call? What 
questions does it raise for you concerning the “many times as much in this age,” as well as 
“in the age to come”?

week five: page 4

READ LUKE 18:18-30

waiting: selling it all to gain everything

5) Have you ever had a clear sense, or even the hint of a clear sense, that the call of Jesus 
has led you to a fork in the road, when a choice must be made? Can you recall your emo-
tional reaction? Can you recall a process of examining the pros and cons?



wait. receive. respond. 

1) Identify any new, or old, questions do you have about “how to inherit eternal life,” that 
are raised by this passage.

2) In what ways do you consider yourself rich? In what ways might that wealth 
compromise your willingness to follow Jesus?

3) Lent is a season when many Christians choose to give something up, both as a 
reminder of what Jesus gave up to be our Savior, as well as to stretch our faith and 
connection with God. Is there anything in your life you sense God is calling you to give up 
in order to more fully follow Jesus?

week five: page 5

RECEIVING GOD’S GRACE

waiting: selling it all to gain everything



wait. receive. respond. 

Many of us imagine faith would be much easier if we could just have a face-to-face 
meeting with Jesus. In light of Peter’s first face-to-face encounter and especially the 
ruler’s face-to-face encounter in Luke 18, we might want to consider that a face-to-face 
meeting could lead to more challenges rather than fewer. Nonetheless, in Matthew 
25:40 we hear Jesus describing himself in the guise of the poor having mysterious 
face-to-face meetings with his followers, which could easily include us! The ruler is 
challenged to sell all and give it to the poor, who would embody Christ according to 
Matthew 25.  

week five: page 6

RESPONDING  TO GOD’S CALL

1) In what ways do your possessions, your money, or the relationships in 
your life restrict or hamper your willingness or ability to respond to God’s 
call?

2) What could you give up this week in order to more fully answer Jesus’ 
call to “come, follow me”?

waiting: selling it all to gain everything



wait. receive. respond. 

Read the following story written by Aaron Walling, a volunteer for Healing 
Waters who traveled to Acala, Mexico, in 2009 to participate in the inauguration 
of a new water community water system. As you read, pray about what God 
may be asking you to give up, and consider that, like Juan Pablo, you may find it 
is the key to a freer, more fulfilling life.

week five: page 7

CLOSING WITH PRAYER

“The day after the inauguration I got the chance to talk with Juan Pablo, 
the co-sponsor of the water project. In a group setting on Saturday night 
he gave the following testimony: He said that for a long time he had been 
trying to hand over everything in his life to God. The one thing that he 
kept holding onto and wouldn’t fully give God control over in his life was 
his money. For many years it was the thing that he put above all else. He 
wasn’t willing to trust God with that aspect of his life. 

“When recent events in his life really brought him to his knees, he realized 
that God was specifically asking him to surrender in this area of finances. 
Then one morning in a meeting with ADU [Healing Waters’ local affiliate] 
staff, he heard of the need for sponsorship of funds and equipment for 
Acala and Arriaga. He said it was like a lightning bolt hit him, and he knew 
that this was the opportunity God was giving him to show that he can 
surrender this as well. He had recently purchased water equipment and 
was planning on installing it. He had a difficult time thinking of giving up 
this equipment, and the thought that kept coming to his head was ‘this is 
the way I’m going to feed my children.’

“But even though he had no idea how it was going to work—he did it—he 
donated the equipment to Acala. He said that ever since he surrendered 
this to God, not knowing how he would provide for his family—that it 
was like God opened the floodgates of blessing, opportunities, and work 
to him. He says that he now has more work than he can handle and 
most importantly feels that he has finally learned the lesson of complete 
surrender to God.”

waiting: selling it all to gain everything



waiting: becoming aligned with God’s heart

wait. receive. respond. 

Alexander the Great was one of the greatest kings, generals, and conquerors of all time, 
responsible for the mass expansion of the Macedonian Empire in the fourth century B.C. 
As a conquering king, Alexander often entered the cities his armies had recently defeated. 
These entrances were a spectacular sight to see! There would be a royal parade where 
garments and flowers were cast at the feet of his entourage, and of course at the feet of 
Alexander’s “great chariot,” or “steed.” A procession of gifts from the citizens would be 
lined up—gold, frankincense, horses, livestock. Shouts of acclamation and songs would be 
sung by the multitude that gathered, offering praises to their new king. 

Authors of that age who described these scenes were very concerned to make it 
known that these cities were “delivered” into Alexander’s hands, and that prophets and 
astrologers, and the like had foreseen these things. A ritual establishing Alexander as king 
would always follow these processions. Many times this ritual would be an entrance into 
the temple of the defeated city and a sacrifice made to their local god—or even to the 
God of the Hebrews, as Alexander did when he conquered Jerusalem in 332 BC.

In today’s passage, Jesus too enters Jerusalem as king. His entrance echoes the model set 
up by Alexander and the other conquering kings of his time. These similarities were not 
lost on the gospel writers, or Jesus’ followers. They most certainly were not lost on one of 
Jesus’ closest disciple, Peter. Peter even draws a sword later to defend the throne of Jesus 
his Lord and King. But Jesus’ entrance is only similar enough to get his followers thinking 
again about how radically different God’s kingdom is from human kingdoms. God’s 
kingdom flows from the very heart of God, and its weapon is love, not brutal force. 

In today’s passage, King Jesus’ heart is aligned with God the Father’s. The question is, are 
our hearts also aligned with the heart of God? 

week six: page 1

SCRIPTURE: LUKE 19:28-48 Beau Smith

Group Discussion:
Talk about a time when God changed or even “broke” your 
heart. 

Or, perhaps, talk about a time when God opened your eyes 
to see something that breaks God’s heart.



wait. receive. respond. 

Just before today’s passage, Jesus tells a parable explaining to his 
disciples that God’s kingdom is “not yet.”(Luke 19:11) As we wait with 
Peter this Lenten season, may we realize that we’re still waiting for 
the fullness of God’s kingdom. We pray for it each time we pray the 
Lord’s Prayer, “your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.” So much of the time we fall short in our understanding of what 
God’s kingdom is supposed to look like—grace, peace, healing, justice, 
and so on. So much of the time we cover over our ears and shut our eyes. 

week six: page 2

WAITING WITH PETER

At the beginning of this passage, everything appears to be going according 
to plan for Jesus the conquering king and his loyal disciples. Then, in verse 41 
it becomes abundantly clear that Jesus has a different plan altogether. The 
disciples, Peter among them, have missed something once again: Jesus’ kingdom 
is not like earthly kingdoms. And Jerusalem, it would seem, is completely 
unaware—even offended—at the presence of her king. Were the disciples 
listening to Jesus’ previous parable carefully? Do God’s very own people really 
not recognize God’s son in their midst? Are we listening today? Can we embrace 
his different-looking kingdom and allow him to align our hearts with his?

waiting: becoming aligned with God’s heart



wait. receive. respond. 

a. How do the disciples respond?

b. As Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem comes to a close, what might be the 
significance of his request and the disciples’ response?

c. Why might Jesus be asking for a colt as opposed to a great steed?

1) After Jesus tells a parable in an earlier part of this chapter, he travels on ahead. To where 
is Jesus traveling? (v. 28) 

2) What does Jesus ask two of his disciples to do?  

3) How does Jesus’ request turn out for the disciples who go to untie the colt?

4) As Jesus enters the city, his followers are spreading their cloaks before him and singing 
praises. Given what you know of Jesus’ followers, what condition and what kinds of cloaks 
do you imagine were being spread before Jesus? What do you imagine was the socio-
economic make-up of the people who were singing praises?

week six: page 3

READ LUKE 19:28-48

waiting: becoming aligned with God’s heart

a. What significance might this have? What might this affirm or confirm 
in the minds of Jesus’ followers?



wait. receive. respond. 

6) Jesus tells the Pharisee that if his disciples were silent, the stones would cry out. (See 
Psalm 19:1-4 & Romans 1:20.) Both human beings and creation acknowledge the presence 
and work of God. From this passage what would you say is God’s first choice, his plan A, for 
receiving acknowledgement?

7) When Jesus saw Jerusalem, he wept over it. The celebration parade ends abruptly here in 
verse 41. Upon seeing Jerusalem (a name that means: rain of peace) Jesus weeps and cries 
out, “if only you recognized the things that make for peace.” If Jesus walked into our city or 
our neighborhoods today, how do you think he would respond? Do we recognize the things 
that make for peace?

a. Do we pray for a king on a colt—who is king of the poor, the crippled, 
the sick, the wounded, and the handicapped? Do we celebrate their 
victories, or do we ask them to be silent? Polite? More decent and orderly? 
Less helpless and more self-sufficient? 

week six: page 4

READ LUKE 19:28-48

waiting: becoming aligned with God’s heart

a. Have any in your group ever been in a place where you are denying, 
or are simply unaware, of God’s presence and work, and creation (plan 
B) has revealed God in your midst? Please share your stories and 
experiences.

5) The Pharisees respond to this parade in verse 39 by telling Jesus to silence his 
followers. Have you ever felt uncomfortable around someone from a different background 
(racial, cultural, socio-economic, or gender) than yourself?  Have you ever criticized 
people from different backgrounds for the way they celebrate and respond to good things 
happening in their lives?



wait. receive. respond. 

10) If the body of Christ, the church, is now God’s temple (1 Cor. 6:19), and we’re giving 
Jesus freedom to “clear out” and to “teach,” who might respond negatively and pose a 
threat, as clearly happened to Jesus at the end of this passage?

a. Discuss in your group the threats you feel and experience as a result 
of aligning your heart with God’s heart and participating in God’s 
kingdom work. How might you be a support to each other when you feel 
threatened in carrying out kingdom work?

week six: page 5

READ LUKE 19:28-48

waiting: becoming aligned with God’s heart

a. What might the actions of clearing out—notice Jesus drives out par-
ticularly religious commerce—and teaching have to do with getting our 
hearts in line with the heart of God?  

b. How might this two-step process equip us for ministry and God’s king-
dom coming on earth as it is in heaven?

8) After Jesus points out our lack of understanding about peace he prophesies war and 
destruction. What do you make of this strange combination?

9) It was common in Jesus’ time for conquering kings to enter the city on horseback to 
accolades and then immediately go to the temple to make a sacrifice to the local gods. Jesus 

a. What does this tell us about God’s activity among his people when 
we’re not listening, understanding, and obeying?



wait. receive. respond. 

1) In what ways are you listening to and attuning yourself to the heart of God? In what 
ways are you struggling by shutting your eyes and ears off from the heart of God?

2) From what attitudes and behaviors toward the “least of these” are you being called to 
repent? How can the gospel continue to shape your view of the poor, the crippled, the 
orphaned, and the handicapped?

3) What needs to be “cleared out” and “taught” by Christ in the temple of your own life 
and in the life of the church where you worship?   

4) What does this episode in the life of Peter as he follows Jesus teach us about God’s 
grace? How might that grace be at work in your life even now?

week six: page 6

RECEIVING GOD’S GRACE

waiting: becoming aligned with God’s heart

Lent is a season of introspection and confession. Consider 
finding a time during the week to remember the abundance 
of God’s grace offered to Peter and offered to you. It is 
available even when we don’t get things one hundred percent 
right, and even when all we can offer is our rag-tag self and a 
dirty old cloak. Each day take some time to confess your sin 
and receive the grace of Jesus. 



wait. receive. respond. 

Jesus takes our expectations and turns them upside down. He was and is our king, but a 
king who comes on a colt. His followers do sing his praises and shower him with gifts, but 
they are not brightly wrapped, expensive tributes; rather, we offer our whole, tattered rag-
tag selves.  Jesus does make a sacrifice at the temple, but first he drives out what is not fit 
for the temple. He teaches us what is good and worthy of God’s temple, and in doing so he 
redefines the temple—first as himself, the cornerstone, then also those who follow him. 

week six: page 7

RESPONDING  TO GOD’S CALL

1) In what ways is God calling you to look and to listen—to allow for him to redefine 
your view of his kingdom? 

2) In what ways is God calling you to align your heart with his? What are steps you 
can take in your group to celebrate what God celebrates and mourn things that break 
God’s heart?

3) During the next week, how can you celebrate and contribute to the victory of the 
poor, crippled, and “least of these” in your neighborhood, your church, and the world?

waiting: becoming aligned with God’s heart



wait. receive. respond. 

Read the following report from a partner of Lifewater International, who shared 
about the many encouragements she received while working in a war-torn and 
impoverished part of the world. As you read, pray for Jesus’ eyes and heart to 
perceive with compassion the people he has placed around you.

week six: page 8

CLOSING WITH PRAYER

“The other moments of encouragement have come here and there 
as, through relationship, there have been opportunities to enter into 
the lives of co-workers at their points of need. Praying with our head 
engineer as he was near tears, concerned with the mental health of 
his wife. Celebrating with that same man when his wife improved. 
‘God heard your prayers!’ Talking theology with one of our drivers 
after giving him the book of John to read. Sharing Psalm 139 with 
the desperate wife of a co-worker who was wrongfully being held 
in prison and then being able to pray with her, acknowledging that 
darkness is as light to Him. Through the hygiene classes, sharing the 
truths of that same Psalm with groups of illiterate, forgotten village 
women whose names and stories will be known by very few in this 
world but whom we had the privilege of sitting beside and calling 
friends. To call those moments encouraging seems not quite enough 
….
“It is our conviction that, as we live for Jesus and intertwine our 
lives with the lives of those around us, the Good News will go forth 
…. These relationships are where ministry really happens in this 
context. Additionally, as we get to be part of meeting tangible needs 
like safe drinking water and proper hygiene and sanitation, we are 
reminded of the compassion of Christ that we are called to live out 
in the lives of the poorest of the poor, the least of these; this daily 
call to compassion compels us to press on, in His joy and strength.”

waiting: becoming aligned with God’s heart



waiting: the cost of denial

wait. receive. respond. 

1. Honestly face defeat. Never fake success. 

2. Exploit the failure. Don’t waste it. Instead, learn all you can from it; 
every bitter experience can teach us something. 

3. Never use failure as an excuse for not trying again. 

week 6.5: page 1

SCRIPTURE: LUKE 22:54-62

Anyone who attempts to follow Christ by practicing acts of compassion will 
fail. Plans will go awry, intentions will be misunderstood, or our own fear and 
selfishness will simply stop us in our tracks. The great inventor Charles Kettering 
suggested that we must learn to fail intelligently. He said, “Once you’ve failed, 
analyze the problem and find out why, because each failure is one more step 
leading up to the cathedral of success. The only time you don’t want to fail is the 
last time you try.” Here are three suggestions for turning failure into success: 

Bonnie Boe

You may not be able to reclaim the loss, undo the damage, or reverse the consequences, 
but you can make a new start—wiser, more sensitive, renewed by the Holy Spirit, and 
more determined to do right.

Group Discussion:

Describe a time when you have 
felt overwhelming failure



wait. receive. respond. 

Even the best of us deny Christ –whether it’s in 
the heat of passion or the grip of fear, we will often 
turn from the one who can truly help us in order to 
follow our own desires. Waiting for the living water 
includes waiting through the darkness of denial. 
There are times when God is silent and we feel 
the full weight of our actions. This part of Peter’s 
story ends with him weeping bitterly, alone and 
wondering, what happens when you’ve turned away 
from the one who promised you everything?

week 6.5: page 2

WAITING WITH PETER

In your relationship with Christ, are you willing to be 
brutally honest about your places of denial?

waiting: the cost of denial



wait. receive. respond. 

a. How many people confronted Peter about his association with 
Jesus?

b. Who were these people?

c. Have you ever acted like an undercover agent as a follower of 
Christ?

1) Peter follows Jesus to the High Priest’s house and watches the unfolding events from 
afar, just like an undercover agent.

2) Jesus has just predicted Peter’s denial during the course of his Last Supper with the 
twelve disciples. (Luke 22:31-34) Peter seems to suffer from “foot in mouth” disease; what 

3) Read these passages:

4) How does Peter deal with his fears?

week 6.5: page 3

READ LUKE 22:54-62

waiting: the cost of denial

a. Matthew 16:16, Matthew 16:22, Matthew 14:28, and Matthew 
14:30

b. Now discuss why, despite the fact that Peter is acutely aware of 
his sinfulness and need for Jesus’ saving grace, he might constantly 
question Him?



wait. receive. respond. 

5) How do you deal with your own feelings and emotions?

6) How convinced do you think the people gathered at the fire pits were by Peter’s insistent 
denials?

7) What happens each time Peter denies Jesus?

9) When bad feelings come, what do you do?

week 6.5: page 4

READ LUKE 22:54-62

waiting: the cost of denial

8) When Jesus looked at Peter, Peter wept bitterly. What do you think Peter was feeling 
and thinking at that time?

10) Do you deny Jesus today or have you committed to overcome your fears and follow Him 
faithfully?



wait. receive. respond. 

1) What do you think Jesus was feeling at the moment he looked at Peter?

2) Have you ever had the same experience as Peter—under pressure of public 
opinion and afraid of failing? What did you do?

3) What areas of your life do you fear could not be forgiven?

4) The crowing of the cock would not have changed Peter’s heart on its own. 
Only Jesus’ look of compassion, forgiveness, and acceptance could bring him 
into repentance and prepare him to receive grace. What are some ways you have 
received God’s grace or seen others receive it?

week 6.5: page 5

RECEIVING GOD’S GRACE

waiting: the cost of denial

Peter boldly asked questions, made declarations 
and confessions, and was subsequently praised, 
honored, and rebuked. He was transparently human, 
full of emotions, fears, and sinfulness. The night of 
his great failure is perhaps the greatest tool available 
to us in remembering our own flawed humanity.



wait. receive. respond. 

Peter’s denial gives us hope because we learn that:
   •  God’s grace is sufficient to forgive us even of our great unfaithfulness
   •  Failure can become an agent of transformation, strengthening our faith
   •  Peter denied Jesus, but Jesus didn’t deny Peter
   •  No matter how great the failure, we are not disqualified from following Christ

week 6.5: page 6

RESPONDING  TO GOD’S CALL

We all give in to fear and failure at some point. The emotions that come in 
these moments can overwhelm us, sweeping us away from the truth and 
forgiveness Jesus offers. But no matter how dark our hour, he is with us. 
These very fears and failures can remind us of our reliance on the Lord and in 
turn drive us back to him. 

1) Who do you look to when you realize the depth of your inadequacies?

2) How will you respond to his gracious forgiveness of you no matter how 
deep your failure?

waiting: the cost of denial



wait. receive. respond. 

As you read the following story from Healing Waters International, reflect on 
the moments when you felt like you landed in the trash heap, far from God’s love 
and forgiveness. If you are comfortable, share them with the group, and then 
pray together for the courage to release them to God and move forward as his 
followers.

week 6.5: page 7

CLOSING WITH PRAYER

“In 2010 a Transformations Team from Healing Waters visited the 
community of Landivar, located in the Guatemala City dump. Steve 
Annest, a team member, described it this way: ‘The repugnant odor 
of garbage fills the air. Makeshift homes of metal and scraps form 
communities of people who hope to make a day’s wage by sifting 
through the trash in search of recyclables or other items of value that 
may be sold. In these dilapidated shacks there are no bathrooms, no 
running water, and certainly no drinking water.’
“Cristo Es el Camino Church is reaching out to Landivar by 
establishing a water depot right in the middle of the dump, enabling 
residents to purchase safe, clean water at a price they can afford. The 
team members from Healing Waters went with the church’s pastor to 
visit a friend named Mariel. 
“Steve continued, ‘As we walked through the shacks towards Mariel’s 
home we witnessed a man drinking rubbing alcohol from the bottle. 
After a short walk we reached Mariel’s home and she invited us in 
and told us of her life. She and her husband live together with their 
seven year-old daughter, Dulce. Life is very difficult. Both she and her 
husband have struggled with addiction and are in constant fear of 
the violence that permeates the area. We prayed together for God’s 
protection over her, her family and her community. During the prayer 
I was overcome with the amazing feeling of how much God loves 
Mariel and her family. He does not see a woman who lives in garbage 
but rather his beautiful daughter whom he loves.”’

waiting: the cost of denial



receiving: the living water

wait. receive. respond. 

Chris grew up in the church, although life was pretty tough for him. His parents divorced 
when he was young, and though he knew the story of Jesus, the grief and fear life brings 
was a lot more real to him than the story or person of Jesus. Chris kept going to church 
when he was in high school, and though he knew he was supposed to be a good guy 
because he was a Christian, it wasn’t easy. 

By the time Chris was in college, he was sick and tired of ‘failing’ in his faith. Following all 
the rules and at the same time being miserable in doing so wasn’t working. So Chris joined 
the party scene, where at least people were honest about what they wanted. This was 
fun for a time, but then an even deeper emptiness sunk in. He wanted to know God yet it 
felt like he was stuck in a trap.   He couldn’t perform up to God’s standards, but he wasn’t 
ready to abandon God.  

One day a professor in a religion class started to explain Easter. “The crucifixion and 
resurrection of Jesus is what the Bible calls the gospel: the good news that Jesus died 
for you when you were at your worst,” he said. Chris started to listen more intently as 
the professor continued, “Before you even woke up this morning, Jesus has already done 
everything to make you acceptable before God. You are saved because of what Jesus has 
done on the cross and when he conquered death. You are not saved because of what you 
do.  Jesus saves you because of who he is, Almighty and all loving God, who dies for you at 
his expense. That is the gospel; that you are more evil than you imagined and yet are more 
loved than you ever dared hope.” 

As Chris listened, the weight of having to perform and be perfect began to be lifted. At the 
same time, he was humbled by what Jesus had done for him and how much he was loved. 
And right there, in that college class, Chris received Jesus for the first time. Chris says, “It’s 
like water just poured into my heart which was shriveled and dying of thirst. That I was 
saved by God’s love and grace, that my faith wasn’t about me anymore but the one who 
saves me, that I could be honest about my brokenness and struggles and still be loved by 
God—all these truths of the gospel changed my life. I could finally be human and also be a 
Christian. I am free.”

week seven: page 1

SCRIPTURE: LUKE 24:1-12, 34, 36-49 Andy Rock

Group Discussion:

Has a relationship with Jesus ever been 
characterized as a list of to-dos? How did that 
make you feel about you, your faith, and God?



wait. receive. respond. 

Resurrection is not what anyone was expecting that 
first Easter morning—not the women who went to 
the cemetery, not the disciples hiding in fear, and 
certainly not the guards by the tomb. Slowly Jesus’ 
friends began to believe he might have risen; they 
remembered his earlier words, and the puzzle pieces 
began to fit into place. 

week seven: page 2

RECEIVING WITH PETER

Are you willing to be surprised by Jesus this Easter, to 
hope in what seems impossible?

receiving: the living water



wait. receive. respond. 

1) Who went to the tomb of Jesus on early Sunday morning? And why? (Read 23:54-56.) 
How do you think they felt? What had they just been through that week?

2) In verse 4, we read “they were perplexed.” What were they confused about? What hap-
pened next?

3) Have you ever felt like these women, afraid, struck with grief or wondering where to turn, 
and then totally surprised by God? Describe what this was like. 

4) Jesus was clearly killed on the cross, the most effective form of torturing and killing 
an individual in the ancient world. A Roman centurion confirmed his death, as did Jesus’ 
disciples.  In verse 5, we read that “two men in dazzling clothes” say that Jesus had risen. 

week seven: page 3

READ LUKE 24:1-12

receiving: the living water



wait. receive. respond. 

6) What changed in the women, motivating them to tell the other disciples? Have you ever 
experienced God in a powerful way, so much so that you would tell your friends about it?

7) Why did the men doubt the women? What goes through your mind when you hear about 
another person’s experience with God?

8) Read verses 36-42. Peter (Simon) runs to find out if the women’s story is true. There he 
sees the empty tomb and is amazed. Do you think Peter believed Jesus had risen? If you 
were Peter, what would it take for you to believe? What did Jesus do for the disciples in 
verses 38-43?

week seven: page 4

READ LUKE 24:1-12

receiving: the living water

5) Read verses 6-9. Notice the gospel rising to the surface—that Jesus died for sinners 
and then defeated death in his resurrection. What did the women do in verse 8? How 
might remembering that Jesus died for you, defeated death for you, and brings his resur-
rection life to you change your fears, your guilt, or your grief?



wait. receive. respond. 

1) In what areas of your life do you feel afraid, lost, or broken? Or do you feel like you’re 
working really hard to be perfect, trying to holding everything together and look good 
while doing so?

2) In verses 44-47, Jesus helps the disciples understand that all their longings for peace, 
for a better life, for someone to save and love and embrace and help them, are fulfilled by 
Jesus himself. What is one longing, hope, desire, or need that you have right now? Ask the 
Lord to show you how he is meeting that need.

3) Read Ephesians 2:1-10. Talk about the nature and character of God, given what Paul 
says about who we are, what we deserve, and how God has responded to our condition. 
What does this passage teach about God’s heart? How does this relate to our passage in 
Luke?

week seven: page 5

RECEIVING GOD’S GRACE

receiving: the living water

The crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus is the center 
of the Christian faith. On its truth, that Jesus died for 
our sins and defeated death by rising again, rests the 
whole of our conviction that Jesus is more than just a 
good person—he is God! Take time this week to thank 
Jesus for what he has done for you. Take time to invite 
his resurrection life in the dead places of your heart and 
life. Take time this week to examine your life, maybe 
even starting with questions like, “How am I trying to 
earn my salvation? How am I ignoring what Jesus has 
done for me?”



wait. receive. respond. 

Read Luke 24:28. Jesus calls us witnesses. Think about what it means to be a witness, 
say for instance, in a courtroom.

week seven: page 6

RESPONDING  TO GOD’S CALL

When the resurrection happened, people could not stop talking about Jesus. They 
were amazed that he was alive. They were stunned to encounter him in the flesh. 
When the disciples, his closest friends, finally realized it was him, (by the help of 
the Holy Spirit), they were humbled into the dust. Realizing their great need for 
God’s love and mercy, with new eyes they saw Jesus’ death on the cross and his 
resurrection as the most precious gift they could ever receive. The work and life and 
person of Jesus moved them, melted their hearts, and transformed them.   

1) Is a witness asked to convince anybody of anything?

2) Is a witness asked to provide a mountain of evidence to prove their 
case?

3) What is a witness actually called to do?

receiving: the living water



wait. receive. respond. 

What would it mean to tell the truth about your experience with Jesus to another 
person? What might it look like to care for, serve, and love another human being 
in the way that Jesus has cared for, served, and loved you? Read the following 
Easter story from a partner of Lifewater International working in a country where, 
for security reasons, names and details are withheld. As you read, ask God for 
opportunities to share his resurrection life with those around you in a gentle and 
holistic way.

week seven: page 7

CLOSING WITH PRAYER

“Easter is always significant in the life of believers, but it was 
particularly significant for me in 2010. About 6 months earlier, at the 
start of the project, we had hired a woman I will refer to as Sara. Sara 
has an 8th grade education, is of the ethnic group considered lowest 
on the totem pole here, and is very poor. She is 26 years old, has 
been married for 10 years and is the mother of 2 precious girls. She 
is also an incredibly gifted learner with a zeal for life and a vision for 
change in this country. 

“Because of Sara’s struggles to survive in this place, she had a bit 
of a shell around her when she first joined us …. We began to build 
relationship slowly and, although she never seemed particularly 
comfortable with “religious” conversations, we felt Easter was going 
to be an open door for us to share more freely. 

“As Easter approached, we introduced the idea of an Easter party 
for the women at our office. We prepared and prayed and hoped 
they would come. That morning, after celebrating with other expats 
in a sunrise service, we received Sara and her daughters as well as 
other female co-workers into our home for an Easter celebration. 
We talked about various traditions surrounding the holiday, played 
games with the children, ate good food and enjoyed each other’s 
company, but the best part came when we got to share the story of 
Easter. We first shared it in word and then I was able to sing them 
a song in their own language that tells the whole story. We prayed 
together in Jesus’ name. 

receiving: the living water



receiving: the gift of God’s presence

wait. receive. respond. 

Years ago I traveled to Tijuana, México, with a church youth group. We were 
a group of thirty-five youth and adults, and our goal was to build a house 
for a woman named María. She had two young children and one who was 
grown. Her husband worked long hours nearby making bricks from clay 
mined from the neighborhood. They had managed with his wages to build a 
home from pieces of wood and metal. There was no running water; it was an 
arid area with no wells and little rain.

We worked for four days with borrowed tools and supplies provided 
through a mission organization in Tijuana. María was a quiet woman, and 
her husband was rarely home during our working hours. Most of us spoke 
little Spanish, and María spoke little English. At the end of four days we 
had constructed the addition with a cement slab and a solid roof. We had 
installed a door and several windows. But we had spoken very little with 
María—not even enough to know for sure that we were welcome visitors in 
her space.

On the last day, María waved us over to her original home. She smiled and 
lifted a large pot from her kerosene cook stove. We gathered around as she 
lifted the lid from the pot and discovered fifty steamed tamales ready for 
lunch. The outer wrapping of cornmeal was perfectly moist and crumbly, 
while the stewed meat inside was tender and spiced. The water to steam 
the tamales had been trucked in at great cost; it was a magnificent love 
offering from María to our group. It was a moment to receive gratefully, 
sharing in the body of Christ as we ate together. 

week eight: page 1

SCRIPTURE: ACTS 1:1-11, 2:1-4 Katie Mulligan

Group Discussion:

Tell of a time when you experienced 
the gift of God’s presence while 
gathered with others



wait. receive. respond. 

As disciples of Christ, we bear witness to a rich 
history of God’s activity, including many events we 
did not live through. This passage in Acts tells the 
story of a time of transition from the days when the 
disciples knew Christ personally in the flesh to the 
current age, when all of his followers can know him 
through the Holy Spirit. 

week eight: page 2

RECEIVING WITH PETER

As you continue through Lent toward our Lord’s death 
and resurrection, how are you filled by the Spirit and 
how are you called to witness beyond your immediate 
faith community?

receiving: the gift of God’s presence



wait. receive. respond. 

1) Brainstorm a quick list of Jesus’ acts and teachings prior to his death. Think of miracles, 
parables, and gatherings.

2) What proofs did Jesus offer to his disciples in the forty days after his death? What 
proofs have you been offered in your life for Christ’s life, death, and resurrection?

3) What does it mean to be Christ’s witness in Judea, Samaria, and in all the ends of the 
earth? Imagine yourself present for this last instruction—what would it be like to receive 
such a personal charge from Jesus?

4) Jesus told the disciples they would not know when Israel would be restored by the Fa-
ther. The men in white told them Jesus’ return would be as sudden and unexpected as his 
leaving. What does it mean for us as Christians to live in this in-between time?

week eight: page 3

READ ACTS 1:1-11

receiving: the gift of God’s presence



wait. receive. respond. 

6) Describe a time when you have felt filled by the Spirit. Or describe a time when you 
longed to feel filled by the Spirit.

7) The Spirit filled the disciples and caused them to speak in many languages. Have you ever 
experienced something dramatic like this? Or have you ever felt God prompting you to ask a 
question or say something that didn’t seem to make sense at the time? What happened? 

8) Describe a time when you were gathered with others and the Spirit of God came upon 
the group. Who was present? What happened? How did that inform your lives going 
forward?

week eight: page 4

READ ACTS 2:1-4

receiving: the gift of God’s presence

5) Describe a time in your life when you were looking toward heaven and missed the signs 
of God’s action right in front of you.



wait. receive. respond. 

1) Where do you feel the presence of the Spirit in your life and faith community? Where 
would you like to experience it more?

2) To what witness, worship, work, or play are you called at this time in your life?

3) Are there spiritual gifts you are not using?

week eight: page 5

RECEIVING GOD’S GRACE

receiving: the gift of God’s presence

During Lent we reflect deeply on the life of Jesus, 
the days leading up to his arrest and death, the 
sorrow of the cross, and the joy of resurrection. Take 
time during this season to consider how your life is 
or can be Spirit-filled and how you bear witness to 
the life, death, and resurrection of Christ.



wait. receive. respond. week eight: page 6

RESPONDING  TO GOD’S CALL

This story from Acts is a story of bearing witness and the coming of the Holy 
Spirit as the community was gathered in one place. While we are often called 
to individual acts in our lives, this story reminds us that we are also called to 
bear witness as a larger Christian community.

1) In what ways do you sense your faith community is being called to bear 
witness to Christ’s life in the world beyond?

2) What actions are you willing to take to further your community’s work 
for Christ? What leadership can you provide? What support can you offer? 
What hospitality might you gift?

receiving: the gift of God’s presence



wait. receive. respond. 

Read the following story from Carol Nowlin, a Waiting for Water team member, 
and thank God for your own encounters of his presence while worshipping with 
others. Ask him for eyes to see and a heart to receive more of his presence in the 
coming week.

week eight: page 7

CLOSING WITH PRAYER

“At the end of a long week of training, we were finally winding up. A few 
bars of sunlight filtered through the dust-covered windows in the Baptist 
Youth Hall where we gathered, forty-some community leaders, teachers, 
nurses, and administrators from across Cameroon and the United States. I 
glanced around at the papers lining the walls, each one smudged with red 
clay and covered in the thoughts and lessons learned on how to improve 
water-related health in West African communities. 

“Discussions had been fierce at times, occurring in a mixture of 
English, French, and tribal languages. Together we had waded through 
topics ranging from government waste to superstitions about disease 
transmission. There had been lighter moments too, as when groups 
performed skits to teach children about treating and preventing diarrhea. 
Now my back ached and I shifted on my chair, mind racing ahead to the 
final details of certification and clean-up. 

“Then Heloise, an elderly woman from the community of Nkuv, stood 
and began to speak in her local language. She wore a vibrant red and blue 
pagne and head wrap, and as always, her brilliant smile. ‘I thank God for 
the opportunity to learn how to help our community become healthy,’ she 
said through a translator. ‘I thank him for the safe water we now enjoy in 
Nkuv,’ she continued. ‘Thank you, Lord!’ she said, and then she began to 
sing and clap, a spontaneous song of thanksgiving. The other women and 
men leaned forward in their dusty chairs and began to clap along. One after 
another, ladies stood and took their turns in the middle of the room, singing 
and thanking God for his blessings as we clapped along. Then Heloise 
walked across the circle to my chair and extended her hands. I stood and 
received her embrace, the Spirit of God binding us together across the lines 
of language, culture, and age for a long, beautiful moment.”

receiving: the gift of God’s presence



responding: meeting the needs of others

wait. receive. respond. 

Jesus told this story in response to the question, who is my neighbor? In this 
story, Jesus provoked his Jewish listeners by having a Samaritan, someone 
from a foreign religious and ethnic background, be the one to stop and help 
the man beaten by robbers. An outcast in Jewish society became the hero, 
while the good religious people did nothing. Then Jesus concluded by asking 
the question back to his audience: “Which of these three do you think was 
a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?” The answer, they 
reluctantly admitted, was the Samaritan. Sometimes Jesus uses the people 
we least expect.

What must Peter, an observant Jew, have thought as he listened to this 
story? We do know from today’s story in Acts 3 that later when he and John 
came upon a lame man outside the temple, they stopped to help. Who are 
our neighbors today? Are they the homeless, the hungry, the sick and the 
jobless, those in prison, those who need help in some concrete way? As 
those on the religious “inside” like Peter, how can we respond with the living 
water they so desperately need? This is what we will explore in our Bible 
study today.

week nine: page 1

SCRIPTURE: ACTS 3:1-10

How often do we find ourselves face to face with a homeless person? The 
homeless are everywhere in our country, even in small towns and well-off 
communities. What is our response? It is easiest to turn and walk the other way, 
to drive past, to avoid looking them in the eye. Perhaps we are like the priest and 
Levite who crossed the road to avoid the injured man in Jesus’ story of the Good 
Samaritan in Luke 10. 

Christine Caton

Group Discussion:

Who are our neighbors today? Are they the 
homeless, the hungry, the sick and the jobless, 
those in prison, those who need help in some 
concrete way? As those on the religious “inside” 
like Peter, how can we respond with the living water 
they so desperately need? 



wait. receive. respond. 

Compassion begins when we are willing to give what 
we have, not what we wish we had. Like the loaves 
and fishes, Jesus can meet the needs of others in 
miraculous ways when we just begin by offering 
what we have.

week nine: page 2

RESPONDING WITH PETER

What do you have to offer others who are in need?

responding: meeting the needs of others



wait. receive. respond. 

1) What can we do when we have no alms (money) to give to the poor?

2) Is it the healing itself that is important in this passage, or the fact that Peter and John 
gave everything that they had, or both?

3) What is significant about healing “in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth”?

4) What does this story tell you about the character of the two apostles, Peter and John?

week nine: page 3

READ Acts 3: 1-10 (background found in Luke 10:25-37)

responding: meeting the needs of others



wait. receive. respond. 

5) Think about a time in your life when you might have either given or received healing of 
some kind. Did you jump up and praise God?  What are some appropriate responses to 
healing?

6) Read 2 Corinthians 12:12. Peter and John fulfilled this scripture by performing a healing. 
Do we see this scripture fulfilled by today’s disciples? And if so, how?

7) Does the idea of being called by God to heal in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth 
scare you or intimidate you? How else might it make you feel?

8) What forms does healing take in our day and age?

week nine: page 4

READ Acts 3: 1-10 (background found in Luke 10:25-37)

responding: meeting the needs of others



wait. receive. respond. 

1) As Christians, we must do more than just give money to the poor. Explain why you 
disagree or agree with this statement.

2) How DO we respond to the poor, the sick, the homeless, the hungry, the jobless, those 
in prison, those marginalized and in need of healing in many ways?

3) How is Jesus calling us to respond to this scripture in concrete and real ways?

week nine: page 5

RECEIVING GOD’S GRACE

responding: meeting the needs of others



wait. receive. respond. week nine: page 6

RESPONDING  TO GOD’S CALL

If the idea of getting “down and dirty” with the marginalized in our society scares you, 
that is okay. But remember, spending time with the poor is exactly what Jesus did; 
it is not a special calling for just a few people. He broke bread and ate with sinners, 
prostitutes, and tax collectors. We can do no less. And scripture is clear that it is our 
job not to pass by on the other side as the priest and Levite did, but to be like the 
Samaritan, to be like Peter and John and to do mighty acts of healing in the name of 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth. We are called to share the love and grace of Jesus Christ 
with all those in need, no matter what that need might be.

1) What are some concrete ways to step out of your comfort zone and meet 
the needs of the poor and marginalized in your community?

2) Why is it so important for each of us to take a part in this ministry of 
justice and compassion? Why can’t someone else do it?

3) How will you take a leap of faith in your own life as you work with the 
poor?

responding: meeting the needs of others



wait. receive. respond. 

It has been said that all it takes for evil to flourish is for good men and women to do nothing. 
Read the following story from Lifewater International, Blood:Water Mission, and Divine Waters 
Uganda (DWU). As this community’s story shows, people’s needs are sometimes overwhelming 
and multifaceted, ranging from simple deprivations to active oppression by groups like the Lord’s 
Resistance Army (LRA).* Yet no one is beyond the reach of Christ’s love. Simply begin by responding.

week nine: page 7

CLOSING WITH PRAYER

“Peter Omilo is the village leader of Arwot Oryema in Abako Sub-County, northern Uganda, where 
LRA rebels invaded a few years back. Peter described how the LRA attacked people in his village, 
killing one person and abducting one woman, causing panic in the community. In an attempt to 
find safety, people abandoned Arwot Oryema for a town eighty kilometers away, where they lived 
in refugee camps. 

“However, even in the relative security of the refugee camps, survival was difficult due to severe 
water shortages. ‘We were so many in the camp and to get water for home use was truly difficult 
and would take us about three hours. Therefore other less important uses of water like bathing 
was not a priority to us. It was normal for us not to bathe for many days’ said Peter. 

“After the LRA violence had subsided and people began to return home, they found their village 
completely damaged and were forced to rebuild their homes. Their greatest problem became the 
lack of safe water. Peter described the situation before DWU completed a deep well as follows: 
‘This water source [we use] dries completely during dry season. At this time (dry season) I’m 
always reminded of the experience we had in the camp. We need safe water source to fully settle 
home,’ Peter laments, adding that the current source breeds a lot of germs which have caused 
stomach-related health problems. Arwot Oryema has a population of about 446 people who 
drank from this source and nearly all of them suffer from diarrhea, typhoid, dysentery and other 
water-related diseases, yet they are unable to afford treatment.

“Irene Akao, a wife and a mother of seven children living in Arwot Oryema described the changes 
she has seen since the well was drilled. ‘When I started using water from the new well, there is 
a very big difference with the water from the unprotected spring while cooking food and when it 
stays in the storage container. The food cooked by the unprotected spring water will change the 
color to brown, even in the storage containers. But this well water is good; the food and storage 
container don’t turn brown. I thank God because now my children don’t have rashes as when we 
used to bathe with the unprotected spring water.’”

*To learn more about the Lord’s Resistance Army, you can visit the website for Invisible Children, an organization dedicated to 
ending the reign of terror this rebel group has visited on the people of Central Africa for more than two decades.

responding: meeting the needs of others



responding: living the life

wait. receive. respond. 

Holiness involves both our relationship with God and our interaction with 
others.   The love given through the cross makes it possible for sinful people 
to live in a close relationship with a holy God. As we experience God’s love, 
our holiness is demonstrated to the world as we care for those in need. 

Another close disciple of Jesus, John, described it this way in 1 John 3:16-18:

“This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. 
And we ought to lay down our lives for one another. If any one of you has 
material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on 
them, how can the love of God be in you? Dear children, let us not love with 
words or tongue but with actions and in truth.”

Consider the following story from Healing Waters International about a 
church in the Dominican Republic which is sharing Christ’s love in some 
very practical ways.

“Peralta is a community of about ten thousand people in the mountainous 
southern region of the Dominican Republic that is home to hard-working 
people facing significant challenges. In the heart of Peralta, Pastor Francisco 
Sanchez Rosso, a man of small stature and humble demeanor, has a 
powerful vision and deep compassion for the community he has served for 
more than twenty years. He is unwilling to lose hope despite contaminated 
water, drug trafficking, poor healthcare and a profound lack of educational 
and employment opportunities. 

week ten: page 1

SCRIPTURE: 1 PETER 1:13-25

Over the past nine weeks, you’ve had a chance to follow the life of Peter as he 
moved from a reluctant disciple who let Jesus borrow his boat (Luke 5) to doing 
the very works of Jesus in meeting the physical and spiritual needs of people in 
the temple (Acts 3).   Through his encounters with Jesus, he has learned to be 
holy.

Carol Benson



responding: living the life

wait. receive. respond. 

“By partnering with Healing Waters, Pastor Sanchez Rosso’s church has 
installed a water purification system to serve the needs of its community. 
The church is seeing seeds of transformation grow as disease-laden water 
becomes instead a life-giving miracle for Peralta’s infants, children, adults 
and elderly—for everyone who thirsts and lacks clean water. This system, 
which has been in operation since September 2009, serves more than one 
thousand people with safe, affordable water. 

“Furthermore, the church’s medical ministry, which serves 60 percent 
of Peralta’s population, now receives donated clean water, essential to 
providing good care, from the church’s purification system. For three 
hundred patients per month—80 percent of whom suffer from water-
related disease—the clinic is a fountain of healing and health in a place 
where clean water, and hope, have been in short supply. 

“Kelvin Diaz, a medical ministry volunteer and church member, shared, 
‘People see that we are responding to their needs. They are more attentive 
in listening to what we say and more interested in visiting the church. They 
approach me—even the ones who aren’t Christians—and tell me they notice 
something. They sense the joy and spirit I have when I talk with them. I 
truly haven’t seen them reacting like this in a long time—I see it as another 
victory for God’s kingdom.’”

As we come to the end of our study, let’s consider Peter’s call for us to 
live a life of holiness as we reach out with acts of compassion both in our 
neighborhoods and throughout the world. 

week ten: page 2

SCRIPTURE: 1 PETER 1:13-25

Group Discussion:

How do you think holiness and acts of 
compassion go together? Are they separate 
or intertwined behaviors and characteristics?



wait. receive. respond. 

Peter saw personal morality and outward acts of 
compassion as seamless parts of the whole garment 
of holiness. In his mind, caring for the poor was not 
something reserved for special people, but a calling 
for all of Jesus’ followers.

week ten: page 3

RESPONDING WITH PETER

In what areas of your own life can you 
grow in holiness?

responding: living the life



wait. receive. respond. 

1) Describe the four things Peter tells the early Christians to do in these opening verses. (v. 
13-14)

2) To “prepare your minds for action” can also be translated as to “gird up the loins of your 
mind.” For the believers to whom Peter was writing, that would mean gathering their long 
robes up out of the way and tightening their belts, allowing them to quickly move and take 
action, to go and do.  

3) Peter also encourages us to be self controlled. In other words, we need to be of sober 
mind and judgment, to see things in a Godly way.   

4) What does it mean to fully hope in salvation until Christ returns? How can this hope 
impact the way we choose to live our lives until his return?  

week ten: page 4

READ 1 PETER 1:13-25

responding: living the life

Why would it be important for a Christian to be self-controlled in pursuing a lifestyle that 
has a positive impact on others?   

What thoughts or ideas have you experienced over the past nine weeks that you need 
to gather up or pull together to prepare your mind in responding to God’s call to practice 
compassion?



wait. receive. respond. 

All of these actions prepare us for what Peter calls us to next: holiness. To be holy is to be 
set apart to live God’s best for our lives.  Holiness comes through accepting  God’s ultimate 
grace and salvation through Jesus Christ. In fact, Peter reminds us of God’s call for us to be 
holy BECAUSE God is holy.

6) In light of your study of Peter’s life and his four commands in verses 13 and 14, what are 
characteristics of living a holy life? 

7) In light of what Peter says about our redemption in verses 18-21, why does he call us to 
live in reverent fear in verse 17?

week ten: page 5

READ LUKE 5:1-11

responding: living the life

5) Why would Peter give a warning about returning to old evil desires while at the same 
time encourage the early believers to live in obedience?   



wait. receive. respond. 

10) The word of God is described as an “imperishable seed” from which we have been born. 
(v. 23) What is the significance of having been born from imperishable seed as opposed to 
perishable seed?  

week ten: page 6

READ LUKE 5:1-11

responding: living the life

9) Describe a time when it took effort on your part to show deep love, or when you 
experienced the deep love of another.  

11) The word that was preached to us is the living and enduring word of God. (v.23-25) How 
does that contrast with our current fast-paced, disposable culture? How does that comfort 
you?  

8) Loving deeply, from the heart, requires effort on our part. (v. 22) It isn’t easy or 
comfortable, and it may require sacrifice. 

Read Luke 6:32-36.  We are called to be merciful just as God is merciful. In what ways 
do you see the body of Christ living out this call toward mercy? Where do you think the 
Body of Christ can improve? 



wait. receive. respond. 

Accepting God’s ultimate gift of grace—our salvation—sets us apart for God; it’s what 
makes us holy. And just as the word of the Lord stands forever, so does our salvation.  

1. What difference has salvation made in your life?  

2. Over the past nine weeks, where have you seen God at work, planting seeds of 
transformation? 
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RECEIVING GOD’S GRACE

responding: living the life



wait. receive. respond. 

Read Romans 12:1-2 and James 2:14-24.  
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RESPONDING  TO GOD’S CALL

1 Peter 1:13 begins with the word “therefore.” In 1 Peter 1:3–12, Peter speaks of 
our imperishable inheritance, the goal of our faith, the salvation of our souls. 
Our response, therefore, is to live holy, reverent lives as the Father’s obedient 
and redeemed children, sincerely loving each other.  

1. Therefore, in view of God’s mercy and grace, in what ways are you ready 
to love others deeply and sacrificially, to show your faith through your 
deeds?  

2. What actions have you already taken during this journey that can be 
continued or built upon? Who else can you involve as you share your faith 
and your hope in Jesus Christ, our risen Lord?  

responding: living the life



wait. receive. respond. 

As a small group, brainstorm what you might do together over the next six 
weeks to continue to practice compassion in your local community. Be inspired 
by the following, final story in our study, this one from the Way of Life Church in 
La Brigada Guatemala, again courtesy of Healing Waters International.
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CLOSING WITH PRAYER

“Delicious smells waft from the Way of Life Church every 
Wednesday afternoon. It all began as a small idea when Ileana 
and Salatiel Ruano, the church’s leaders, decided to offer a class in 
one of the Sunday school classrooms. But soon so many women 
came that the class was moved to the only room big enough—the 
sanctuary. Approximately seventy mothers and their children crowd 
around tables, learning to make beautiful pastries and molds from a 
professional baker.

“The baking classes are a community outreach offered free of charge 
to area women, thanks to funds raised and set aside by the church’s 
water purification store. The store, which provides safe, affordable 
water to area families, also donates bottles of clean water for class 
participants and covers the cost of materials and instructor fees. 
Now impoverished local women are learning a valuable trade, and 
the ripple effects of the church’s water outreach continue to grow.”

responding: living the life


