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Session Sequence What Children Will Do Supplies

Let’s Praise 
God!

(about 25 minutes)

Sing
• “To God Be the Glory” (track 16)
• “Jesus Is All the World to Me” (track 9)
• “I Believe” (John 1:12) (track 5)
• “Come, Let Us Worship” (Psalm 95:6-7) (track 10)
• “Sing Unto the Lord” (track 8)

KidsOwn Worship Kit:
Songs From FaithWeaver

Classroom Supplies: 
Bible, CD player, 2 large sheets of 
newsprint or poster board, marker, 
tape

Session Sequence What Children Will Do Supplies

Let’s Learn  
the Point!

(about 25 minutes)

* Palm Praises for Jesus
Experience the story by acting parts of it out.

Praising Hands for Jesus
Make handprint hats to think about how they 
can praise Jesus.

Classroom Supplies:
1 sheet each of green and white 
construction paper, pencil, and 
scissors per child; stapler

Praise Him Now
Sing a song, and play a game with their hats to 
practice offering their praise to Jesus.

Classroom Supplies:
1 sheet of paper, tape, hats from 
previous activity

People Rejoice as Jesus Enters Jerusalem
Mark 11:1-11

Worship Theme: 
Our praise honors Jesus.

Weaving Faith Into Life: 
Children will honor Jesus with their unique praises.
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* Starred activities can be used successfully with preschool and elementary children together.

Customize your session to fit your needs. You can separate preschoolers and elementary children for Section 2.

Or, if you keep the children all together for the entire worship session, we suggest you choose from the starred activities.

Session Sequence What Children Will Do Supplies

Let’s Pray!
(about 10 minutes)

The Offering
Offer their gifts to God.

Classroom Supplies:
Offering bowls

Modern Praises
List words and use them to praise Jesus.

Classroom Supplies:
Chalk, chalkboard

“Praise the Lord”
Sing “Praise the Lord” to praise Jesus.

KidsOwn Worship Kit:
Songs From FaithWeaver: “Praise the 
Lord” (Psalm 150:6) (track 11)

Classroom Supplies:
CD player

Session Sequence What Children Will Do Supplies

Let’s Learn  
the Point!

(about 25 minutes)

* If Jesus Came to Children’s Church
Rewrite the Bible story in a contemporary 
setting.

Classroom Supplies:
Bible, pencil, and paper per 4 children

* Praise Certificates
Make praise certificates for Jesus to examine why 
Jesus deserves our honor.

Classroom Supplies:
1 sheet construction paper per child, 
markers

Honor Ceremony
Present their certificates, and display them on an 
“Honor Wall.”

Classroom Supplies:
Tape, praise certificates from previous 
activity
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The beginning of this passage always strikes a new 
reader as unlikely. Who would have allowed the disciples 
to take a young donkey—something poor people didn’t 
possess—simply because they said the Lord needed it and 
would return it? We don’t know if this was a completely 
supernatural event or if these people knew the disciples 
and Jesus, but whatever the case, it happened. God had 
prepared for this moment in history.

And this moment in Jewish history had long been 

anticipated. Zechariah 9:9 predicted that the Messiah would 

come “gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a 

donkey.” Without question, the Jews along Jesus’ path made 

this connection and knew what it meant. Their celebration 

made this clear as they covered Jesus’ path with their outer 

robes and palm branches—a demonstration of honor and 

submission.

By riding a donkey, Jesus not only fulfilled Zechariah 9:9 

but also indicated that he came in peace. In Jewish culture 

a donkey was no less valued or respected than a horse, but 

to enter Jerusalem on a horse would have indicated warlike 

intentions. Riding a donkey, Jesus represented a king who 

came to bring peace.

The cries of the people were also significant. As they 

shouted, “Hosanna,” they were saying, “Lord, save us!” As they 

referred to Jesus as “he who comes in the name of the Lord” 

and spoke plainly of “the coming kingdom of our father 

David,” they were making clear references to the Messiah 

predicted many times in the Old Testament.

After the excitement of his triumphal entry, Jesus and 
his disciples left Jerusalem to spend the night in Bethany, 
where Mary, Martha, and Lazarus lived. No mention is made 

of the crowd following them. After all the cheering had 
died down, everyone must have gone home. What do you 
suppose the disciples were feeling and thinking during that 
hourlong walk to Bethany? Jesus had spoken earlier of his 
imminent death, but the day’s events probably encouraged 
them to think about Jesus being made king. How could 
things possibly turn against him as Jesus said they would? 
As events unfolded, the disciples’ heads must have been 
spinning. Throngs honored Jesus that day, but only a few 
days later the disciples hid in fear of the authorities, trying to 
find a way to live for the crucified Jesus.

Fortunately, we know the rest of the story. After the 
Resurrection, everything changed. And that’s how it should 
be in our lives. When we choose to live for Jesus, everything 
changes. We don’t honor him just by cheering and praying 
and singing great worship songs. We honor him—as the 
disciples did—in every facet of our lives. We honor him 
through our worship but also through our obedience, 
service, witness, and gratitude.

Bible Background for Leaders

People Rejoice as Jesus Enters Jerusalem
Mark 11:1-11

Devotion for Leaders
“Hosanna! Lord save us!” Jesus answers that plea; 
through a relationship with him, we can experience 
this great gift of salvation.

Weaving Faith Into Your Life: It’s easy to unintention- 
ally develop a ho-hum attitude about faith. Yet in this 
story, the crowds honored Jesus with extravagant public 
displays of worship. What can you do to break free of 
complacency? How will you extravagantly worship Jesus 
this week? Pray about actions you can take or words you 
can say this week to honor Jesus as the Messiah.
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Why We Worship for Leaders
The people of Jesus’ day expected their Messiah to be a great political leader. 
Believing Jesus to be such a leader, they honored and gave him praise. They were 
ready to watch their Messiah overthrow the current government to save them 
from their immediate plight. They encouraged Jesus to do so with palm branches 
and praise.

Jesus came for a different purpose, however. He came to save humanity from a 
more serious predicament—the eternal consequences of sin. We praise Jesus to 
honor what he has done. We declare our allegiance, making Jesus Lord of our lives. 
Our praise shows Jesus that we know who he is—the God who made it possible 
for sinful people to have a personal relationship with himself. Through our praise, 
we honor him.

Easy Prep for Leaders
Let’s Praise God!—Write the praise words from Revelation 5:12-13b on one of the 
sheets of newsprint or poster board. Tape it to the wall, and then tape the blank 
newsprint over it.

Preschool Activities—Refer to the preschool pages for preparations.

Let’s Praise God!
Play Songs From FaithWeaver, Spring 2012 as children arrive. Greet each child by 
saying, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”

When you’re ready to begin, welcome the children warmly.

 Welcome to children’s church! Today is Palm Sunday. On Palm 
Sunday, we remember the time the Bible tells about when the 
people recognized Jesus with shouts of praise as he rode into 
Jerusalem. Today we’re going to praise Jesus just as the people 
did 2,000 years ago. Let’s praise Jesus today!

The Bible says, “This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice 

and be glad in it” (Psalm 118:24). Every day can be a day to praise 
God. Let’s rejoice and be glad and give our praise to God! When 
we praise God, we’re giving glory and honor to him. We honor 
God with our praise. To God be the glory today! Let’s sing now. 
Have kids stand.

Sing “To God Be the Glory.”

Lyrics are in the back of this book.

Let kids sit down.

 God has done great things! He deserves our praise.

Track 16
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•  What are some great things God has done? (God created 

everything; God forgave me for my sins; God sent Jesus to have a 

relationship with us.)

When we recognize the great things God has done, we are 
offering praise. You just gave God praise! And praise honors 
God. Let’s talk about honor a little bit.

•  What does it mean to give honor to someone? (To praise that 

person; to respect that person; to see that person as better than 

yourself.)

•  What does it mean to say that someone is honorable? (The 

person deserves respect; she should be praised.)

 God is honorable, and God deserves honor from us.

•  What do we mean when we say that God deserves our honor? 

(Everything we do should please God; we should respect God in 

our words and actions; we should praise God.)

•  How does our praise honor Jesus? (It shows that he’s 

wonderful; when we praise Jesus, we’re saying that he’s the 

greatest of all.)

 Today we are focusing on praising Jesus because our praise 
honors him. We want to honor Jesus because of who he is and 
what he has done for each one of us.

•  Who is Jesus to you? (He’s everything; Jesus gives me life; Jesus 

accepts me when it seems like no on else does.)

 Jesus is all the world to me. That means Jesus is more important 
to me than anything on this great big planet. By letting Jesus 
be that important to me, I honor him. And I want to honor Jesus 
because he’s God. Honor Jesus with me now. Let’s sing “Jesus Is 
All the World to Me.”

Sing “Jesus Is All the World to Me.”

Lyrics are in the back of this book.

Ask kids to tell you reasons Jesus deserves our honor and praise. Write the 
reasons on the blank newsprint taped to the wall. When kids have supplied at 
least 15 ideas, read them aloud.

Look at all these reasons Jesus is worthy of our honor and 
praise. When we take time to recognize why Jesus is so good, 
we’re giving praise to Jesus. Our praise honors Jesus.

There’s a list in the Bible that’s similar to ours. The list in the 
Bible mentions what Jesus is worthy of. Let’s read our list 
aloud. Then we’ll read the list from the Bible. It’ll be our way of 
honoring Jesus with praise.

Have kids read aloud their list of reasons. Then uncover the Revelation 5:12-
13b newsprint. Have kids read it aloud, too.

Track 9

Check out the 
FaithWeaver 
Worship DVD 
included with your 
KidsOwn Worship 

Kit! Use these segments to help 
you lead worship with your  
children each week.
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 The person who wrote these words honored Jesus with his 
praise. He knew that Jesus is bigger, better, stronger, and more 
important than anything. Even the mountains and seas bow 
down to God. Let’s honor Jesus with our praise. Standing up is 
another way to honor someone; it shows respect. Let’s stand as 
we sing this song.

Sing “I Believe” (John 1:12).

Lyrics are in the back of this book.

 We praise God because nothing compares with what he does 
for us. Our parents love us; our teachers help us; our friends 
care about us. But God’s love, God’s help, and God’s care are 
all better than anything people can do for us. We praise God 
because his love and help and care are perfect.

The Bible says, “Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love 

endures forever” (1 Chronicles 16:34). Did you hear that? The 
Lord is good! His love goes on and on and on—forever! Let’s 
praise Jesus with a cheer.

I’ll say, “Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.” You answer by 
saying, “His love endures forever.” Let’s practice.

Practice a few times. Then lead kids in a loud cheer of praise to celebrate 
God’s goodness and love.

 The Bible tells us that lots of people gathered together and 
praised Jesus. They honored him with their words just as we 
honor Jesus with our words of praise. Listen to what the people 
said to Jesus. They said, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the coming kingdom…

Hosanna in the highest” (Mark 11:9b-10). They knew that Jesus 
was an important king, and they praised him as they welcomed 
him to their town. Let’s sing about what we should do to show 
our praise to Jesus.

Sing “Come, Let Us Worship” (Psalm 95:6-7).

Lyrics are in the back of this book.

 Let’s keep praising Jesus with our songs. Let’s sing unto the 
Lord.

Sing “Sing Unto the Lord.”

Lyrics are in the back of this book.

Jesus, we praise you. We praise you because you are good. We 
praise you because your love endures forever. Jesus, you are 
our Lord and king. We honor you with our praise. Amen.

Track 5

Track 10

Track 8
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Let’s Learn the Point!

Preschool Activities, pages 63-64
At this time, have the preschool leader invite the preschoolers to go to 

their own room for this section of activities. Tear out the Preschool Activities 
page, and give it to the preschool leader. Have the preschool leader bring the 
preschoolers back to participate in Let’s Pray! with the older children. If you 
prefer to keep all the children together, do the starred (*) activities. They will 
work well with both elementary and preschool children.

Elementary Activities

* If Jesus Came to Children’s Church
Let’s stretch our imaginations. I’m going to tell you part of 
a Bible story about Jesus. As I do, let’s imagine that Jesus is 
coming to visit us in children’s church today. We’ll rewrite the 
Bible story to show what might happen if he did.

One day Jesus and his disciples were walking to Jerusalem. 
Oops! I mean they were walking to children’s church. Wait! I 
don’t think they would be walking.

•   How would Jesus and his disciples get here today? (They’d 

drive; they’d take the bus; they’d fly.)

One day Jesus and his disciples were [children’s answer] to 
children’s church. Jesus spoke to two of his disciples.

•   Would we call them disciples today? What should we call them 

instead? (Friends; students; learners; followers.)

Help kids understand that disciples are students or followers. Their answer 
should reflect this understanding.

Jesus spoke to two of his [children’s answer]. He sent them to a 
nearby village to borrow a donkey colt.

•   What would Jesus borrow today? And where would he send 

his disciples to get it? (A motorcycle from a motorcycle shop; a 

bicycle from a boy down the street.)

Great! You’ve got the right idea. Let’s break into groups. Each 
group can read the Bible story and rewrite it to tell what might 
happen if Jesus were to visit children’s church today. Tell how 
you would honor him. Tell about giving him praise.

Have kids form groups of four or five. Give each group pencils, paper, and a 
Bible. Have kids locate and read Mark 11:1-11. Then have them choose a group 
secretary to record the modern-day version of the Bible story as the group 
creates it.

(continued on page 65)
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* Palm Praises for Jesus
  Jesus and his special friends, the disciples, did a 
lot of traveling. They walked from town to town, 
telling people about God’s love. Walk with me. 
Have the children follow you on a short walk around 
the room.

One day, Jesus and his disciples were walking 
to Jerusalem. Just before they got there, Jesus 
spoke to two of his disciples. He gave them 
some strange instructions. Point to two children.

You two, go to that chair. Pretend that it’s a 
donkey and bring it to me. Let the children obey. 
Jesus’ disciples obeyed just as you did. They 
went into a village, found a donkey colt, and 
untied it. Can you guess what happened then? 
While they were following Jesus’ instructions, 
somebody asked them why they were taking 
the colt. If someone you didn’t know came 
to your house, got into your family’s car, and 
started backing it out of the driveway, you 
would ask what that person was doing, too!

•   What do you think the people thought the 
disciples were doing?

  The disciples told the people that Jesus needed 
the colt. The people agreed that Jesus could 
take the colt, so the disciples took it to Jesus. 
Choose another child. Have this child stand by the 
chair.

•   Why do you think Jesus needed a colt?

  The disciples put their coats on the colt’s back 
so Jesus would have a comfortable seat. Jesus 

climbed on and began to ride the donkey into 
town! Have the child sit in the chair.

•   How do you think the people felt about 
seeing Jesus coming to their town?

  The people were so happy to see Jesus that 
they covered the road with their coats. Some 
people cut branches from the fields and 
covered the road with those. This was how they 
welcomed kings. The people knew that Jesus 
was an important king. Pretend that you’re the 
people of Jerusalem. Let’s pretend to cover the 
road with our coats and wave branches. Lead 
the children to act out this part of the story.

Jesus rode the donkey over the path the 
people had made. As he did, people walked 
in front of him and behind him yelling, 
“Hosanna!”

•    Can you say “hosanna”? Pause for children to 
respond.

•  Can you say, “Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord”? 

•  Can you say, “Blessed is God’s kingdom”? 

 Now shout, “Hosanna in the highest!” 

The people of Jerusalem praised Jesus with 
these words. We can praise Jesus, too. Wave 
your hands over your heads as if they’re palm 
branches. Demonstrate, and lead the children in 
the following cheers.

Now say “hosanna!” (Pause.) Say, “Blessed is the 
Lord!” (Pause.) Say, “Yeah, Jesus!” (Pause.)

Lord, we honor you with praise.

People Rejoice as Jesus Enters Jerusalem
Mark 11:1-11

Worship Theme: 

Our praise honors Jesus.

Easy Prep for Leaders
Praising Hands for Jesus—You’ll need green and white  construction paper, 
pencils, scissors, and a stapler. Cut the white paper into long strips about 3 inches 
wide.

Using Theo
Consider using Theophilus 
the FaithRetriever puppet 
today in these ways:

•   Have Theo lead the 
preschoolers from the 
main worship area to the 
preschool room.

•  Have Theo help teach 
the song for the “Praise 
Him Now” activity.

•  See the KidsOwn 
Worship Kit for a puppet skit written for 
today’s worship session.
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Preschool Activities

Praising Hands for Jesus
Give each child a sheet of green construction paper, a pencil, and 
some scissors. Show the children how to trace their hands, fingers 
together, on the construction paper. Have each child make two 
handprints. Give help as needed. Then help the children cut out what 
they’ve traced. 

As the children finish, use the white construction paper strips 
to make headbands for each child. Staple the handprints to the 
headbands with the fingers pointing straight up. Let the children 
wear their hats.

•  Why do you think the people covered the road 
with coats and palm branches?

  The people 
wanted to 
give praise 
and honor 
to Jesus. We 
praise Jesus 
because it 
brings him 
honor. We 
like to honor 
our King! 
There are 
many ways 
to praise Jesus. Right now, we’re going to praise 
Jesus with a song.

Praise Him Now
You’ll need paper, tape, and the praise hats children made in the 
“Praising Hands for Jesus” activity.

Have the children wear their praise hats, stand in a circle, and 
hold hands. Teach the following song to the tune of “Ring Around 
the Rosie.”

Jesus Christ is Lord!

Give glory to Jesus!

Hosanna! Hosanna!

Praise him now!

When the children know the song, have them walk in a circle 
while singing it. On the word “now,” lead children in raising their 
hands, looking up, and shaking the hands on their praise hats by 
shaking their heads.

  Jesus is watching! Let’s do this again and bring 
honor to him! Repeat the activity.

Tape a piece of paper to the floor on the children’s path. 
Carefully tape down all edges so no one will trip. Repeat the 
activity. Have the child standing on or closest to the paper at 
the end of the rhyme tell a reason to praise Jesus. Play again and 
again, giving several children turns to offer praise.

Preschool  
Leader Tip

If you have young 
preschoolers who struggle 
with scissors, consider 
preparing these paper hands 
before the children arrive.
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When groups have finished their stories, have each group choose a 
representative other than the secretary. Let the representatives present groups’ 
versions of the story.

* Praise Certificates
•   When people do something special, how do we honor them? 

(We clap for them; we cheer for them; we give them gifts.)

Turn to your neighbor and say something to honor him or her.

Pause for a minute or two.

I heard many comments that brought honor to our neighbors.

•   What did some of you say to each other? (“You always look nice 

when you come to church”; “you’re fun to hang out with.”)

•  What do you think honor is? (Making someone feel special; telling 
someone something good about him or her; showing respect.)

Honor is a way of showing respect. It is making someone feel 
special inside or helping others see how special that someone 
is. Honor is a gift we give to those we love and respect.

When people want to praise each other, they sometimes 
present certificates. The certificates tell about something 
special the person has done. For instance, if I wanted to give 
a certificate to [name of an assistant], I would write, “This 
certificate is for [assistant’s name] because [he or she] is a great 
children’s church helper.”

Let’s make praise certificates for Jesus and honor him with 
our awards. As you make your praise certificate, think about 
these questions: “How can you honor Jesus?” and “If Jesus were 
standing beside me now, how would you honor him today?”

Give each child a sheet of construction paper. Make markers available. 

Make your praise certificate any way you like. Think of 
something that reminds you of Jesus. Design a certificate that 
will bring him honor.

Give kids five minutes to work, and then move on to the next activity.

Honor Ceremony
Give everyone the opportunity to honor Jesus by telling what his or her praise 
certificate says and means. 

Designate one wall in your worship area as the “Honor Wall.” Have each child 
come to the front of the room and complete this sentence: “Jesus, I give you this 
certificate of honor because…” As each person shares, have everyone else respond 
with these words: “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”

Have an assistant help kids tape their certificates to the wall.

(continued from page 62)
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Let’s Pray!
The Offering

Today we’ve talked about praise. Praise is something we give. 
It brings honor to Jesus’ name. Because we give our praise 
to God, we can say that our praise is an offering. We offer our 
praise to God. We also offer a portion of our money to God. 
God is honored by both our praise and our gifts of money. As 
you bring your money offering this morning, also give God an 
offering of praise.

We praise you with our offerings, God—offerings of money and 
offerings of praise. May both bring honor to you. Amen.

Take the offering.

Modern Praises
There are many words that praise Jesus. The words used by the 
people of Jerusalem include “Hosanna” and “Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord.” Think of a word or phrase that 
describes or praises Jesus. Give kids a moment to think.

Have you thought of your word or phrase? If you have, come 
print it on the chalkboard.

Let kids take turns printing praise words on a chalkboard. Have an assistant 
available to print words for children who need help.

Let’s use these words to praise Jesus now. I’ll read the words. 
You repeat after me. Say them loudly! We’re honoring Jesus 
with praise! Read each word, pausing to let kids repeat after you. 
Complete the activity by saying, “Hosanna!”

“Praise the Lord”
Hosanna is a Bible word. It means, “Save us, we pray.” When 
Bible-times people said “Hosanna,” they honored Jesus by 
praising him. Let’s close our worship time by singing “Praise the 
Lord” to honor Jesus.

Sing “Praise the Lord” (Psalm 150:6).

Lyrics are in the back of this book.
Track 11



Encouragement for Leaders

“Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for 

each other that you may be healed. The prayer of a 

righteous man is powerful and effective”  

(James 5:16).

Lord, make my prayers for these children effective. 

Give me wisdom in how to pray for them. In Jesus’ 

name, amen.
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