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The PERFECT Fit

TOBY NEWNUM MAY 6&7, 2017

JOHN11.5-7&17

Although Jesus was very fond of Martha, Mary, and Lazarus,

He stayed where he was for the next two days and made no move
to go to them.

Finally, after the two days, he said to his disciples, “Let’s go to
Judea.” When they arrived at Bethany, they were told that Lazarus
had already been in his tomb for four days.

1. IT
% IT
3. IT

But some said, “This man healed a blind man. Couldn’t he have kept
Lazarus from dying?” Jesus was still angry as he arrived at the
tomb, a cave with a stone rolled across its entrance. “Roll the stone
aside,” Jesus told them. But Martha protested, “Lord, he has been
dead for four days. The smell will be terribie.” Jesus responded,
“Didn’t | tell you that you would see God's glory if you believe?” So
they rolled the stone aside. Then Jesus looked up to heaven and
said, “Father, thank you for hearing me. You always hear me, but |
said it out loud for the sake of all these people standing here, so
that they will believe you sent me.” Then Jesus shouted, “Lazarus,
come out!” And the dead man came out, his hands and feet bound
in graveclothes, his face wrapped in a headcloth. Jesus told them,
“Unwrap him and let him go!” Many of the people believed in Jesus
when they saw this happen.
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PART FOUR: THE PERFECT FIT
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in a nutshell

ANGRY JESUS

| know this story has been told and preached many times, but
one of the coolest things about the Bible is, how deep it goes.
Keep digging. There’s ALWAYS more.

In this case | found Jesus’ anger to be a really interesting (and
helpful) part of the story to focus upon. The NIV version
reads that He was “deeply moved”, but other versions say
llangryll‘

His anger seems to come from being misunderstood by
Mary, Martha, His disciples and the onlookers. It was a
situation where Jesus did not “perform” as the culture
thought He should have and they were being critical. This
brings Him anger. Think about it.

In fact, what Jesus did resulted in Lazarus coming back to life,
many skeptics becoming believers and God being
glorified...not too shabby. Even though it must have been
hard to see His friends so sad and experience such a feeling
of loss and to be so misunderstood, He still had a much, much
better plan and He worked the plan.

Maybe that’s helpful to know — that we should never doubt
whether God knows what He is doing...He does. He promises
to make good come from bad when we are faithful and it
even seems to make Him angry when we don’t learn to trust
Him and put it into practice.
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