
looking  I N
Share your responses with the group:    

⊲    Do you believe you would be able to stand strong in your 
faith and continue following Jesus if you faced the same 
level of persecution our Christian brothers and sisters face 
around the world?

⊲    What daily disciplines might help you increase your faith 
so that you can stand strong no matter what comes 
your way?

looking  AT
Look up and read the following verse out loud. Talk about how it 
applies to your lives:  R O M A N S  1 2 : 1 7 - 1 9

⊲    What do these verses say about retaliation?

⊲    Give a real-life example of where you might encounter 
persecution.  How would you handle it?

⊲    In what ways could you handle persecution  
more like Jesus?

looking  U P
Pair up with two others in your group. Pray to be filled with the 
Holy Spirit. Pray to be filled to the brim with God’s love and 
peace particularly with your enemies.

looking  O U T
Each day choose a different region/people group that is being 
persecuted for following Jesus and begin praying for them. 

QUESTIONS? 

looking  AT
Talk about the following verse as a group and how it applies to 
your individual lives:  “Blessed are those who are persecuted 
because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you 
and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me.”   
M A T T H E W  5 : 1 0 - 1 1  [ N I V ]

looking  I N
Reflect upon the meaning of this 8th Beatitude and share your 
responses with the group:    

⊲    What’s an activating event in your life when you “suited up” 
and faced opposition for something you believed in?

⊲    Have you faced persecution or ridicule as a result of 
following Jesus?  How have you been treated differently?

⊲    How does this passage help to increase your peace  
and comfort?

looking  AT
Look up and read the following verse out loud.  Talk about how it 
applies to your lives:  1  P E T E R  5 : 9

⊲    Describe your level of awareness of the persecution that 
Christ followers face around the world. 

⊲    How do you feel about the persecution of these Christians?

talk IT  over
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CONTACT OUR PASTOR OF SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
JEANNE MOORE AT JMOORE@VCCINDY.ORG.

blessed
O P P O S I T I O N


