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Sermon:   Empowering Summer Service 

 

Subtitle: Racial Equality 

 

Just a reminder: This series has been about empowering service not gender 

distinctions or gender equality or today, as we talk about racial equality. 

 

The Holy Spirit directed the discussion on gender distinctions and gender 

equality, as well as hairstyles, and the length of hair or the lack of hair, for it 

was a stronghold in minds that hindered a person receiving and acting on the 

full empowering of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Those topics were and are being addressed because having an understanding 

of who you are as a gender is an identity issue, and can lead to a security or 

an insecurity issue. 

 

 

Racial equality is also a stronghold that the Holy Spirit wishes to help us 

overcome on our way to being a fully empowered person, full of the Holy 

Spirit. 

 

All of these also contribute to worth issues. 

 

Some feel unworthy, because a gender, ability to grow or not grow hair, 

ability to do or not do something, and because of race. 

 

Some feel, unworthy, or over worthy, and it can cause a person to feel less 

than another, or more than another. 

 

And… in Christ we are equal. 

 

 

Joke:   

 

A young girl was telling her friend that her mother had the worst memory. 

 

Her friend responded with a question.  She forgets everything? 
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No, she remembers EVERYTHING 

 

As we stand for the reading, let us ask the Lord to help us remember 

EVERYTHING he has ever told us. 

 

 

Hebrews 2 

 

Slides: 

11So now Jesus and the ones he makes holy have the same 

Father. That is why Jesus is not ashamed to call them his 

brothers and sisters.12For he said to God, 

“I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters. 

 

 

John 17:  

 

Slide:  

 

23I am in them and you are in me. May they experience such 

perfect unity that the world will know that you sent me and that 

you love them as much as you love me. 

 

 

The Word of the Lord, 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Prayer: 

Lord,  

 

Help us accept and receive that you love us, as much as you love Jesus, and 

that in Christ, we are your children, and Jesus brothers and sister. 
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Help us get it, that IN Christ, there is equality of genders and races. Lord 

open our minds that Unity is equality, equality is unity while maintaining 

our distinctiveness. 

 

Help us get it that in order for us to be in perfect unity, we must also 

consider all others as perfectly equal, without dominance or deference. 

 

 

In Jesus name, 

Amen. 

 

I humbly approach gender and racial equality, and realize that it is quite 

possible to not get the scriptures correct. 

 

I also say, that it is possible that others also don’t have it correct, and in a 

relationship with God, we have the opportunity to search the scriptures. 

 

My proposals are that let us push back on a human’s understanding of what 

the scriptures say.  We do want to be under scriptural authority, and I am 

saying, that instead of the default understanding being that the one race is 

better than, or is the chosen race, or is a cursed race, or any other 

misappropriation of scripture, that we, whatever our race is, will be a fully 

empowered person full of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 

 

 

 I say to all my brothers and sisters of Christ.  It was His Choice 

to grant us sibling level relationship, not slave level relationship.  

In all His authority, his choice was to redeem us, and give us little 

brother and little sister status. 

 

It was God’s plan to love every human being equally as much as 

he loved Jesus. 
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No one is loved more or less than another.  We are all loved 

equally, and are to love others equally. 

 

 

Slide:   Context 

 

Some context is needed to understand why there exists racial disunity and 

racial inequality. 

 

In Genesis we can read of the Tower of Babel and  

Dispersion of the languages, and races.  Ancient peoples had come into such 

unity, and that unity was against the Lord, that the Lord had to disperse them 

by changing them from one language, to all the languages we now 

experience. 

 

Ge: 11:6  

“The people are united, and they all speak the same language. 

After this, nothing they set out to do will be impossible for 

them! 7Come, let’s go down and confuse the people with 

different languages. Then they won’t be able to understand each 

other.” 

 

 

Another passage in 1 Chronicles 1  In the days of Peleg, the earth was 

divided.  There is room in the passage for the breaking up of the continents. 

 

19Eber had two sons. The first was named Peleg (which means 

“division”), for during his lifetime the people of the world were 

divided into different language groups.  

 

 

The dispersion of the races, the separation of the races, was as a direct result 

of God intervening in the affairs of humanity who were using their unity 

against the Lord and the Lord’s ways. 
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The bringing back together of the races, the unity of the races will even more 

so be the result of God intervening the affairs of humanity through death, 

burial, resurrection and ascension of Jesus Christ. 

 

The short answer to all problems of humanity is traced back to the sin of 

Adam and Eve, the first, actual, human beings. 

 

The short answer to all the solutions of humanity are traced back to the full 

and complete atonement of Jesus Christ through his death, burial and 

resurrection, 

 

Here are some other views; there are some opinions on how the races were 

divided are a misunderstanding or at least a miss-application of scripture.  

 

The story of Cain and Able is one of jealousy and envy, and Cain killed his 

brother Abel.  Cain then was cursed, and some kind of mark was upon him.  

Some say, his mark was a changing of his skin color.  And that his skin 

color, marked dark, or black, would be a sign that the black race was under a 

curse. 

 

I find not enough scriptural evidence to back this view up, but among white 

supremacist this view is espoused, that only the white race is not under that 

curse, and all others are a result of the curse placed on Cain. 

 

In a few weeks Brenda and I will head to Charleston, SC for a week of 

vacation.  Off the coast of Charleston, was a fort, Fort Sumter, and if you 

grew up on the South, you know that the Civil War, or those of southern 

heritage refer to it, the battle against northern aggression.  At Fort Sumter, 

off the coast of Charleston, was fired the first shots of the battle against 

Northern Aggression, or as we now know it, as the American Civil War. 

 

Not all of the issues were over the enslavement of the African Race.  It was 

primarily over the issue of state rights over the over reaching of Federal 

power. Slavery was one of the issues that the Southern traditions wanted to 

hold onto, and is and remains the blight upon the Southern States then and 

now.  Slavery was not just a color of the skin issue, but also a view of a 

particular nationality was better than others. 

 

But what also had been occurring since the 1500’s was the enslavement of 
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the Irish Race, also white, but viewed as less than the English.  The story of 

Irish slavery has been largely lost in the debate on racial equality, but it is a 

historical reality, that The Irish were enslaved and made into workers and 

brought to English colonies to work. 

 

The Irish, the Africans, the Indigenous Indians of every continent, 

European colonialism went, were enslaved people groups. 

 

There was a gross misinterpretation and mis application of the bible that 

justified this colonialism and the enslavement of other races, for the 

furtherance of a superior race. 

 

Additionally, there were many people, not just the Nazi party in Germany, 

but also many who felt that because the Jews as a race were the ones who 

crucified Christ, that they were a cursed race.  As a cursed race, there was 

justification to treat them as they were, cursed. 

 

Very deeply, held beliefs, run deep in the souls of many, many people, that 

there exists racial inequality, and some of those deeply held beliefs are a 

misunderstanding and mis-application of the Word of God. 

 

 

 

For those growing up in the American SW, it may be a view of racial 

inequality towards the indigenous people, the Indians, or those of Spanish 

descent, the Mexicans. 

 

If you grew up in the south, it may be those of African descent. 

 

If you grew up English, in the days of colonialism, it would be the Irish, the 

Africans, the Indigenous peoples, and every other race. 

 

If you were a member of the Nazi Party in Germany you would view the 

Jews as an inferior and cursed race.   

 

So… back to the short answer with the short solution, that is very 

complicated to fully apply. 

 

On Christ, was placed the curses of sin upon all the races.  All curses 

were lifted, and In Christ there is formed a new humanity.   
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There remain racial distinctions, and there also is in place, racial equality. 

 

Just as there gender distinctions, there are males, and there are females. and 

in Christ, forming a new humanity, did not take away the gender 

distinctions, but Jesus did remove the gender inequalities, making both 

genders equal, forming a balanced pair.  That balanced pair is not just in 

relationship family relationship, but also in work relationships, political 

relations, etc. 

 

Males and females are equal. 

 

And… 

All races form a new humanity in Christ, and all are equal. 

 

None better, none worse, none more blessed, none more cursed, In Christ 

there is new humanity, fully distinct, with each fully distinctive by the race 

and gender, but fully equal, by being in Christ.  

 

Each person, in relationship with God, through Christ Jesus has been 

elevated to full brother and sister relationship with God, through 

Christ. 

 

In Christ, all females have been granted a daughter like relationship with 

God, through Christ Jesus, with Christ Jesus being their big brother. A 

husband would be wise to recognize the brother/sister relationship with 

Jesus and the husband/wife relationship do not override the Father/daughter 

relationship with God, or the brother/sister relationship with Jesus. 

 

In Christ, all males have been granted a son relationship with God, through 

Christ Jesus, with Jesus being their big brother. 

 

All races have been granted a son and daughter relationship with God, 

through Christ Jesus, with full sibling authority in the relationship. 

 

In Christ, the wealthy landowner and the poor including homeless poor are 

equal. 

In Christ, males and females are equal and form a balanced pair. 

In Christ, all curses upon al races have been lifted, and all races are equal  
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(Pause and ask for any questions or clarifications, or comments) 

 

 

 

 

Slide:  Application 

 

(at mouse click)  Proverbs 4: 23 Guard your heart above all 

else, 

for it determines the course of your life. 

 

 

Racial equality boils down to a heart issue. 

 

The Holy Spirit manifests itself in diverse ways, within the unity of 

body of Christ, and in this community of God’s people, be 

encouraged toward a life filled with empowering service which will 

be varied and diverse if it is led by the Holy Spirit. 

 

God calls us to impact our community through empowered 

service, each one stepping up, knowing that we are blessed to be a 

blessing. 

 

 

 

We are to be witnesses, through the empowerment of the Holy 

Spirit, and one’s race is not what empowers or takes away your 

power, but a relationship with God, through Christ Jesus. 

 

Acts 1  



 9 

 

Slide:  

Vs. 8: But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes 

upon you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people about 

me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, 

and to the ends of the earth.” 

 

 

Acts 2 states: 

 

Slide:  

 

4And everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit and 

began speaking in other languages, as the Holy Spirit gave 

them this ability. 

 

 

The unification of the races is most likely accomplished by the 

experience of the baptism in the Holy Spirit, with the manifestation 

of speaking in tongues of humanity and of angels. 

 

Everyone, included women, but most likely not any other race but 

the Jewish race, or the Hebrew race. 
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We have to read 8 more chapters in the book of Acts to see the 

gospel being preached to another race, and the Holy Spirit 

empowering another race. 

 

Consider reading about it, in Acts 10 , where in the house of 

Cornelius, Peter preached the gospel, and everyone resent received 

the power of the Holy Spirit, and spoke with other tongues. 

 

This was new, and pointed towards the new humanity,  

 

Gentiles and Jews in an equal relationship with God, was new, and 

to this day, is hard for an orthodox Jew to accept. 

 

This past week, I visited Booker Washington’s home place and did 

a video and wrote a blog regarding racial equality. 

 

He was born a slave but rose to become one of America’s most 

influential people. 

 

Gender and racial equality seems so obvious in scripture, yet some still 
struggle with it. 
 
Men like Booker T. Washington, were heroes of faith, who lived as if no 
race is better or less than but all races are equal.  He is best known for a 
speech he gave called the  "Atlanta compromise, when he called for black 
progress through education and entrepreneurship, rather than trying to 
challenge directly the Jim Crow segregation and the disenfranchisement of 
black voters in the South.” (Wikipedia) 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atlanta_compromise
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jim_Crow
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That is a great strategy for both gender and racial equality.   
 
This recognizes that gender and racial equality is a heart issue and no one 
can force another to treat another as equals, but it has to come from a 
guarded heart, empowered y the Holy Spirit. 
 
What is so controversial about gender and racial equality? 
 
A great example is Usain Bolt.  He not only is a great athlete, but he is also a 
great entrepreneur.  Forbes.com says he receives $30 million in 
endorsements a year.  The other night, it was amazing, as an American I 
found myself pulling for a non-American to win the 100-meter and the 200.  
I wasn’t alone, as many reported the same phenomenon.   
 
Forced gender and/or racial equality aren’t working, but it can be given, 
feely, and willingly for it is heart issue. 
 
In this congregation, we continue to trust in the Empowering of the Holy 
Spirit to remain free from the chaos of male dominance, and/or white 
supremacy.  For our guests, Consider asking your pastor straight up, “what 
do you think about gender and racial equality?” (Especially if it a white 
male.)   
 
Why not engage in conversations with friends and family, and see what 
they believe about gender and racial equality? 
 
It is a surprising and enlightening conversation. 
 
We have tackled these conversations in our congregation and are aligning 
ourselves under scriptural authority, and would welcome you as equal 
brothers and sisters, whom the Heavenly Father loves just as much as the 
Father Loves Jesus (with or without education and entrepreneurship).   
 
Until the day dawns when all genders and races are granted equality at the 
heart level consider the pathway of higher education and financial 
entrepreneurship that Booker T. Washington proposed and Usain Bolt 
models. 
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Slide:  Conclusion 

 

 

 

Slide: Love Never gives up (I Cor. 13:7 

 

At mouse click (insert picture from of the US Olympic Team) 

 

This is a picture of the US Olympic Team.   

 

Let us not give up on the journey to unity through the heart issue of 

considering all others are equal. 

 

As a country, we are constitutionally bound to provide equality to genders, 

races, religions, and some are arguing, and I am not addressing it today, is 

sexual preference.  My personal opinion is finding it difficult to elevate 

sexual preference to one’s gender, one’s race, and one’s religion.  But, that is 

just my own opinion and it will eventually be settled at the Supreme Court 

level, but even then, it will be a heart issue, not a forced issue. 

 

As diverse as America is, the Kingdom of God, is so much more.   

 

We must confront that in America there still remains that some races 

either feel inferior or dominant.  Both are unhealthy, both are being 

pushed back on, and some of that push back is violent. 

 

That is a political, social issue, and it is important to be addressed.  Even 

well educated members of a certain race are beginning to feel picked on, and 

feel that law enforcement is targeting them, simply because of their race.  It 

is a bigger issue than can be solved politically or socially, but spiritually 

through a relationship with God, through Christ Jesus.  The recent violence 

in Milwaukee, just point to the ongoing struggles for racial equality.  We, in 

Christ, should consider being a part of the solution. 

 

In Christ, as we read in Hebrews, it is God plan to offer a full family 
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relationship with all humanity, all genders, all races. 

 

In Christ, there is not to be anything other than a voluntary deference, to 

someone else, or willing giving someone authority over you. 

 

In Christ, that is your choice to make, an even in that we do not lose our 

distinction as a gender, or a race, and we are equal.   

 

It is a true statement, that in America, it seems that some are more equal than 

others, but in the kingdom of God, we are all equals, and we are all children 

of God, and little brothers or sisters of Jesus. 

 

Jesus is the firstborn, and no other firstborn privileges exist.  We are all 

equals. With equal inheritances and equal authority, equal promises, etc. 

 

 

May your Holy Spirit empowered prophetic voice be one that constantly 

says, never give up on your empowered relationship with God, through 

Christ Jesus? 

 

Men and women, wealthy and no so much, all races, Christ has 

empowered everyone to be His witness. Encourage one another to tell 

others, about your relationship with God.  All are equal; do not be 

insecure or intimidated with another human being.  Be empowered, you 

are equal.     

 

 

2 Timothy 1:8 

 

2 Timothy 1:8 (NLT) 

So never be ashamed to tell others about our Lord. 

Luke 9:26 (NLT) 

If anyone is ashamed of me and my message, the Son of Man will 

be ashamed of that person when he returns in his glory and in the 

glory of the Father and the holy angels. 

https://www.bible.com/bible/116/2ti.1.8
https://www.bible.com/bible/116/luk.9.26
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The answer is in the God who is all-powerful and all empowering. 

 

A: Accept the fact that you need and want a relationship with God, 

through Christ Jesus. 

 

Christ died, so that you could be lifted up to family level relationship.   

 

 

B: Believe that since God raised Jesus from the dead that he can raise 

you up as well.  

 

This is the heart issue that is most important.  At your deepest seat of your 

human existence, believing that God the Father raised Jesus from the dead is 

at the core of becoming the new humanity that the bible promises. 

 

Then,  

C: Confess that belief, openly, publically, and more importantly 

privately, in your self-talk. 

 

Altar call and prayer 


