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July 30, 2017 
 
Health Update: 
 
This past Week, after a biopsy, there were follicular lymphoma cells found in 
the biopsy of a small lump in my chest area. 
 
I am very thankful for a keen eyed dermatologist who noticed a little lump, 
that wasn’t there before.  She immediately did a “punch” biopsy and the 
pathology report came on Tuesday. 
 
Follicular is a low grade, indolent form of cancer.  Being a very slow growing 
cancer this is a fact about it from the Kaiser Permanente website. 
 
While indolent NHL is responsive to immunotherapy, radiation therapy, and 
chemotherapy, a continuous rate of relapse is usually seen in advanced stages. 
Patients, however, can often be re-treated with considerable success as long as the 
disease histology remains low grade. 
 
I don’t have any specifics on how this will be re-treated.  The original 
diagnosis was treated at first as a watchful waiting for 5 years.  Then R-CHOP 
Chemotherapy in March of 2009.   Followed by a year or so with 
immunotherapy. 
 
A year of so ago, I had the cutaneous lymphoma that was treated with 
radiation. 
I will keep you in the loop. 
 
I will be asking for prayer at the end of the sermon today, after asking you to 
ask for God to fill l you with the Holy spirit, and not only to speak in tongues 
but receive the gifts of the spirit, including the gifts of healing. 
 
Brenda and I both, feel like this is similar to what the Apostle Paul faced.  His 
was a recurring health issue, and it isn’t specifically mentioned. 
 
 
2 Cor. 12:7-11 
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Therefore, in order to keep me from becoming conceited, I was 
given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment 
me. 8Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from 
me. 9But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my 
power is made perfect in weakness.”Therefore I will boast all the 
more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest 
on me. 10That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in 
insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am 
weak, then I am strong. 
 
(This is not unto death, but unto God’s glory.) 
(This is not because of some sin, or falling short, but for God’s glory) 
 
If anything it is as the Apostle Paul said, “to keep me from becoming 
conceited” because of all the great things the Lord is doing in my life. 
 
 
A recurring health issue is a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, 
to torment me, and as a messenger of Satan, I will treat it as from 
Satan.) It is NOT from God and is to be resisted with any and every 
available means. 
 
I am thankful for a medical team, and I am more thankful for a 
spiritual prayer team, 
 
Sermon: 
 
Pentecost: Yesterday, today and forever. 
 
The sermon series is entitled Pentecost: Yesterday, today and forever. 
 
 
Let us stand, stretch our bodies and our minds to receive this word.  
 
These passages will serve as a short review and reminder of all the ground we 
have covered since beginning this series on Pentecost, the same yesterday, 
today and forebear. 
 
Let us say all of these out loud, together. 
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Hebrews 13:8 
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. (Heb. 13:8) 
 
 
Luke 3:16  
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. (Lu. 3:16) 
 
 

All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 

tongues as the Spirit enabled them. (Acts 2:4) 

 
Now about the gifts of the Spirit, brothers and sisters, I do not want you 
to be uninformed. ( 1 Cor. 12:1) 

 

This is new, From 1 Cor. 14: 

 

15So what shall I do? I will pray with my spirit, but I will also pray 

with my understanding; I will sing with my spirit, but I will also sing 

with my understanding. 16Otherwise when you are praising God in 

the Spirit, how can someone else, who is now put in the position of 

an inquirer,say “Amen” to your thanksgiving, since they do not 

know what you are saying? 17You are giving thanks well enough, 

but no one else is edified. 

18I thank God that I speak in tongues more than all of you. 19But 

in the church I would rather speak five intelligible words to instruct 

others than ten thousand words in a tongue. 
 

Pastor: The Word of the Lord 

Congregation: Thanks be to God 
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Prayer: Lord, I thank you, that the Apostle Paul by inspiration of the Holy 

Spirit, wrote by the Holy Spirit, that he spoke in tongues.  Lord, help us, who 

also speak in tongues and who are seeking to speak in tongues, to overcome 

any and all of the negative teaching regarding speaking in tongues.   

 

We pray for those who do not believe that speaking in tongues are for 

today and for everybody.  We pray for those who have said hurtful things to 

others and us throughout the ages who believe the bible about speaking in 

tongues, in Jesus name, amen. 
 

IN Jesus name, amen I am thankful for 1 Cor. 14:18 

1 Cor. 14:18I thank God that I speak in tongues more than all of 

you. 19But in the church I would rather speak five intelligible 

words to instruct others than ten thousand words in a tongue. 
 

Place matters.  The bible says, that in the church is one place and outside the 
church is another place.   

And… we are in the church a few hours a week, but outside the church for 
close to 166 hours a week. 

It is not the disuse of tongues but the proper use of tongues that is being 
addressed.  In a VAOG church service, we would agree that in the church I 
would rather speak five intelligible words to instruct others than 
ten thousand words in a tongue. 

What about the 166 hours a week, a person is not in church? 

That is the time and place to speak in tongues fully and with great length. 
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Even in church, there are times for speaking in tongues as long as it is 
interpreted as a word from the Lord and if in prayer, then it should be 
followed with a prayer of understanding. 

We are to pray in tongues AND then pray in understanding. 

It is like you pray in tongues and then pray the interpretation of that tongue 
with your native language. 

When you hear me praying in tongues on the mic or when I pray for you for 
healing, I will follow it with prayer in understanding, and it is my hope and 
prayer that it is the interpretation of what I just prayed in tongues. 

Speaking in tongues is another way of saying praying in the spirit. 

Speaking in tongues, or praying in the spirit, for the 166 or more hours a 
week a person is not in the place of worship, is the perfect time to build 
yourself in your most holy faith by praying in the spirit as described in Jude 
1:20 

Jude 1:20 

 
But you, dear friends, by building yourselves up in your most holy faith and 
praying in the Holy Spirit, 
 

Good people can misunderstand passages of the bible and good people 
have taught that speaking in tongues died out with the death of those who 
were present on the day of Pentecost. However, Paul was not a believer in 
Jesus on the Day of Pentecost, and was filled the Holy Spirit later than the 
Apostles.   

Those gathered on the day of Pentecost, would pray for others to be 
baptized in the spirit and to also speak in tongues. 

The apostle Peter had this experience 

Acts 10: 
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While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the 
message. 45The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the 
gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on Gentiles. 46For they heard them 
speaking in tongues and praising God. 
 

Even on gentiles, the Holy Spirit gave the gift of speaking in tongues. 

They were astonished, and it was the game changer for the church, when the 
gentile believers not only could be saved, but also experience a subsequent 
experience, the baptism of the Holy Spirit and speak in tongues. 

 

The Apostle Paul had this experience 

Acts 19:6 

 
When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and 
they spoke in tongues and prophesied. 
 
Speaking in tongues was not given by anyone other than Jesus who is the 
same, yesterday, today and forever.  Human beings do not give it, so it cannot 
have died out with a human being. 
 
Speaking in tongues were to be a part of the growing and organizing of every 
congregation.   Speaking in tongues was to be as common as helping others in 
a congregation. 
 
1 Corinthians 12:28 

 
And God has placed in the church first of all apostles, second prophets, 
third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, of helping, of guidance, 
and of different kinds of tongues. 
 

1 Cor. 13:1 

If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, 
I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.  
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(Hint:  If you are doing anything without love you are only a resounding 
going or a clanging cymbal, or worse.  It is not saying to not speak in 
tongues, it is saying have the love of God in any and everything you do. 

If you want to speak in tongues or pray in the spirit, it is perfectly in the will 
of God, and backed by plenty of biblical passages. 

 

What is NOT okay is to speak in tongues without love for God or others. 

What is NOT okay is to dominant a church service by speaking in tongues 
and drawing attention to ones self instead of to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

What is NOT okay is to quench the Holy Spirit’s desire to speak in and 
through human beings through speaking in tongues. 

What is NOT okay is for those who do not believe in speaking in tongues to 
make fun of those of us who do, and to dismiss us as unlearned and 
unintelligent, weird and even demon possessed 

 
My desire is that you would pray for each of these gifts of the Spirit.  I desire 
you to experience them and then be a flow through of that gift.  Speaking in 
tongues is the initial physical evidence of the baptism, but there are other 
gifts the Holy Spirit wants to impart.   
 
Let us read them again and begin to pray for each one. 
 

1 Cor. 12:7Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given 

for the common good. 8To one there is given through the Spirit a 

message of wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means of 

the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts 

of healing by that one Spirit, 10to another miraculous powers, to 

another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to 

another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the 
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interpretation of tongues. 11All these are the work of one and the 

same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he 

determines. 
 
 
Pray for each gift and then come and pray for one another, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


