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June 4, 2017 
 
Pentecost Sunday 
 
Series: Feast-The Path to Pentecost 
 
Sermon Title:  Arrival at Pentecost. 
 
On April 1, 2017 Brenda and I had a destination.  The top of Smith Mountain.  
We wanted to go to the top of the mountain and see the view..  Part of the 
intrigue of the 5K was the death climb to the top. The path to the peak was 
over a mile away up a very steep incline. A secondary goal was to complete 
the 5K, which meant we had to go back down the mountain, but the real joy 
and payoff was the view at the top of the mountain.  The emotion of arriving 
at the peak cannot be adequately described.  We had seen the peak from 
below and from miles away, but to actually arrive at the peak of Smith 
Mountain, after climbing up a very steep path to the top was a memory, I 
hope to never forget.  To climb with my wife made it even more enjoyable. 
To be on the path to the top of Smith Mountain with my wife was a struggle 
at times, but to reach the top, the shared experience will remain a cherished 
memory. 
 
Since the celebration of the win of the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ, we 
have traveled along a path, the path to the peak experience, the Feast of 
Pentecost. 
 
When Brenda and I made it to the peak of Smith Mountain, she more than 
me, was less interested in going back down the mountain and more about 
going back to the peak and soak in the view.  Therefore, after we checked in 
to the aid station, we unhurriedly walked back to the peak and continued to 
enjoy the moment. 
 
Today, we will read the passage of scripture that describes the peak 
experience of Pentecost, and we will come back to it often during June and 
July, so we can savor the continual feast of Pentecost.  We will savor the 
moment of Pentecost, hopefully often and continually. 
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Before we read the passage, here is a minute portion of the video I put 
together of when Brenda and I peaked after the climb up the path to the top 
of Smith Mountain.  It also has some one of my favorite instrumental songs by 
Santana playing in the background. 
 
 
Link to Video of the Climb and Peak. 
 
The payoff for continuing in obedience to Christ, will be the peak experience 
of Pentecost as will be described in just a moment. 
 
Since the day of Christ’s resurrection, we have been traveling this path to 
Pentecost. The journey has been full and rewarding, but I pray that the 
experience of Pentecost overshadows any experience along the way. 
 
Please stand as we read the account in Acts 2: 
 
Acts 2: 
 

1When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one 

place. 2Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from 

heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3They saw what 

seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of 

them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 

other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 

 

Pastor: The Word of the Lord 

Congregation: Thanks be to God 

 

Prayer: 

Lord, may all of us be filled with the Holy Spirit and begin to speak and pray 

in other tongues as the Spirit enables us. 
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Help us take the posture of receiving the baptism in the Holy Spirit.  Help us 

be open to receiving, in Jesus name, amen. 

 

Some factoids about this passage of scripture undoubtedly will change your 

perception.  I first learned what I will share with you on the AGTS study tour 

of Israel, and what I am about to say was confirmed by those leading the 

group, both with Doctorates in their study.  IF you so desire to know more, 

we have a person who is well studied on this, Chris Stiles. 

Acts 1 took place in the upper room, and most people make the assumption 

that Acts 2 also takes place in an upper room.  A whole travel industry in 

Israel depends on this being in an upper room.  Many re-enactments portray 

this as an indoor experience.  This passage mentions a whole house, but it 

isn’t as you may think. 

 

May I please, pop your balloon? 

This most likely was NOT in an Upper Room in a residence.  The bible 

doesn’t say it was in the same location as the end of Acts 1, so we cannot 

make that assumption. It is extra biblical to assume something that is not 

specifically stated. 

 

A couple of reasons it wasn’t in the upper room.  Women were present and 

in Jewish culture of that day, would not have had mixed crowds praying in a 

room of a residence.  They were all present, and if women were present, 

they would not have been in a private area of a personal residence.   

IF not in an Upper Room, of residence, then were did this take place. 

Immediately outside the wall of Jerusalem was a place of prayer that all 

people could participate in called Solomon’s Colonnade. Only a select few 
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could get into the courtyard of the temple, and for other reasons, biblical 

historians now believe that the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the Day of 

Pentecost was not an indoor experience in an upper rom, but an outdoor 

experience at place of prayer, called Solomon’s Colonnade.  This place is 

identified, in Acts 5:12  “They were all with one accord in Solomon's portico”  

 

So, let me pause here a moment.  And please forgive me if I have popped 

your bubble and have messed with your mind this morning.  If you ever get 

to go to Israel, you most likely will be taken to a residence with a large upper 

chamber that has been designated as the Upper Room as described in Acts 

one.  It most likely will be followed by a time of prayer and praise and it will 

be fabulous, but it won’t be historically accurate. It is a significant place, for it 

housed the process to fill Judas’ place as an apostle, but it isn’t the location 

for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 

 

The place matters. 

 

Last Sunday, when we gathered for service, we moved indoors.  IT is just less 

intrusive to worship indoors.  We can control the environment, and be open 

to worship without being looked at.  The last two years, we worshipped 

outside and it profoundly changes dynamics when you move indoors.  Indoor 

worship is fine, but it isn’t the way the disciples gathered on the Day of 

Pentecost.  They were not huddled in an upper room of a private residence. 

They were in plain view of all who would come to pray. 

It was there, outside, accessible to gentiles and acceptable for men and 

women to worship, that the Holy Spirit was poured out on the Day of 

Pentecost.  It was a common and safe place to pray together with women. 



	 5	

 We know that “they were all together in one place” (Acts 2:1), but what was 

that one place, and where is the house in which they were sitting? The Bible 

provides important clues to help us piece the story together by telling us that 

the believers congregated in the Temple every day: “They were all with one 

accord in Solomon's portico” (Act 5:12). 

Here is how it most likely played out. 

On Pentecost morning, some 120 disciples congregated on the Temple 
Mount together under the cedar roof of Solomon’s colonnade to welcome 
the morning of the holy day with prayer. The colonnaded courtyard 
consisted of a portico of monolithic, white, marble pillars covered over with 
cedar beams. The portico ran along the eastern wall of the Temple mount, 
opposite the Mount of Olives. When the Hasmoneans and Herod the Great 
expanded the Temple Mount, the Kidron valley prevented expansion to the 
east, so the colonnade that faced the Mount of Olives marked the line of the 
original Temple Mount from the time of King Solomon. Perhaps for that 
reason, the people called the portico on that side “Solomon’s colonnade” or 
“Solomon’s Portico.” 

The apostolic community anticipated the returning Messiah would enter the 
Temple from the east and they wanted to be the first to greet Him. They 
lived and worshipped as if Jesus return was imminent, so they worshipped at 
the place where it is prophesied he would return first. The great eastern gate 
and main entrance of the Temple opened into that colonnade. Today’s 
eastern gate, popularly known as “the Golden Gate,” may preserve the 
location of the Second Temple’s eastern gate. 

The prophet Zechariah predicted that the Messiah will arrive on the Mount 
of Olives (Zechariah 14:4). His entrance into the Temple will be through the 
eastern gate. Ezekiel saw a vision in which the divine presence of God 
returned to the Temple through that same gate (Ezekiel 43:1-4). When 
Muslims walled up the two portals of the eastern gate in the ninth century, 
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Christians took note of the prophecy in Ezekiel 44:1-2: “This gate shall be 
shut; it shall not be opened, and no one shall enter by it, for the LORD God 
of Israel has entered by it; therefore it shall be shut.” 

After the outpouring in Acts 2, the Jerusalem disciples used Solomon’s 
Colonnade as their regular place of assembly.  

 

 “They were all with one 
accord in Solomon's portico” 
(Act 5:12). 

 

So, let’s pause for a moment, to 

think about the dynamics of the 

outpouring the Holy ‘Spirit being 

an outdoor experience verses an 

indoor experience.  Let us pause and think about that they gathered in 

worship in a place prophesied to be the first place Jesus would return to.  Let 

us pause and remember that the earliest followers of Jesus worshipped with 

the belief of Jesus imminent and soon return. 

 

The place matters and the accompanying sound matters 

 

…  sound like the 

blowing of a violent wind 

came from heaven 
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One of my mentors feels like this was the sound of every angel in heaven and 

on earth, gathering to witness the presence of God filling human beings.  This 

picture includes Jesus and the author of the picture describes it as Jesus 

Second coming.  and realizes that Jesus’ is seated in authority at the Father’s 

right hand, not as being bound to only be present at the spot, but is free to 

move.  It is possible that at the moment of the Holy Spirit being given, that 

Jesus and EVERY angel in heaven gathering to witness this pivotal event in 

human history. 

Imagine every angel in heaven and earth, gathered to witness the Comforter, 

the Holy Spirit, coming to fill the human beings who had gathered in 

obedience to the command of the Jesus on the day of his ascension.  The 

book of the Acts of the Apostles is a book that is especially important for 

people in transitions.  At small group on Wed., there were at least three of 

the people gathered who mentioned transitions.  Every angel is witnessing 

the transition from the person of Jesus to the person of the Holy Spirit.  This 

is such a significant event, that it is feasible to think that the sound like the 

blowing of a mighty wind would have been made by the wings of millions 

upon millions of angelic beings hovering over Jerusalem, waiting for the 

promise to be fulfilled.  In addition, when it was being fulfilled they would 

have focused their presence on the place where it was happening.  Talk 

about a rush.  How about a rush of angels to the place where the Holy Spirit 

has come to fill the beings of the humans who had gathered in obedience to 

Jesus command to wait in the city of Jerusalem, to be endued with power 

from on high. 

(How does it make you feel to think that the rush of the sound of a mighty 

wind was made with millions and millions of angels converging in one spot on 

the planet?) 
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Hope it makes you understand how important this experience is. 

 
Additionally: Since elsewhere the Spirit is likened to wind, and the word 
used (Greek pneuma) can have either meaning, it is not surprising that the 
first of two symbols which accompanied his arrival was a noise like that of 
wind; Luke describes it as almost palpable when he says that it filled all the 
house. The language, it should be noted, is that of analogy—a sound like that 
of wind—and indicates that we have to do with a supernatural occurrence.  
 
the wind is a sign of God’s presence as Spirit.  

 

The place matters, the sound matters and the visual matters. 

 

3They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire 
 
A second symbol was fire. A flame 
divided itself into several tongues, so 
that each rested upon one of the 
persons present. Again the description 
is analogical—as of fire. And again we 
are reminded of Old Testament 
theophanies, especially of that at Sinai 
(Exod. 19:18), but the primary 

background is probably John the Baptist’s association of the Spirit with fire as 
a means of cleansing and judgment (Luke 3:16). 
 
With these outward signs came the Holy Spirit as an inward, invisible reality 
that demonstrated his presence by the effects wrought upon the disciples. 
Luke uses the word fill to describe the experience. This word is used when 
people are given an initial endowment of the Spirit to fit them for God’s 
service (9:17; Luke 1:15) and also when they are inspired to make important 
utterances (4:8, 31; 13:9); related words are used to describe the continuous 
process of being filled with the Spirit (13:52; Eph. 5:18) or the corresponding 
state of being full (6:3, 5; 7:55; 11:24; Luke 4:1).  
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These references indicate that a person already filled with the Spirit can 
receive a fresh filling for a specific task, or a continuous filling.  
 
It is also important to observe that what is here called a ‘filling’ is called a 
‘baptizing’ (1:5 and 11:16), a ‘pouring out’ (2:17f.; 10:45), and a ‘receiving’ 
(10:47).  
 
The basic act of receiving the Spirit can be described as being baptized or 
filled, but the verb ‘baptize’ is not used for subsequent experiences.  
 
We should also note that what happened later to Cornelius and his family 
was the same as what happened at Pentecost (11:15); 
 
It is probable that Luke has used the term ‘filled’ in the present context 
because the Spirit inspired the recipients to speak in other tongues. Verses 6, 
8 and 11 show that human languages were heard. This raises two difficulties.  
 
I Cor. Speaks of human AND angel languages, but o the day of Pentecost, it 
was languages understood by those passing by as their own. 
 
Just a FYI: confirmed by modern linguistic analyses of the tongues spoken in 
modern Pentecostalist movements as non-human languages. It is difficult, 
however, to set aside the evidence of modern people who have claimed to 
hear their own languages being spoken by persons with the gift of tongues.  
 
Nor is it altogether impossible that Paul was referring to human languages, or 
that both human and heavenly tongues were used (1 Cor. 13:1—‘the tongues 
of men and angels’). Dunn (Jesus, pp. 151f.) suggests that what happened was 
that the hearers thought that they heard and recognized words and phrases 
of praise to God in their own languages.1 

Seeing the fire of God, would have automatically reminded the Jewish 

followers of Jesus to equate this experience with the giving of the Law on Mt. 

Sinai. This would equal and eclipse that sign of God’s presence.  The giving of 

																																																								
1	Marshall,	I.	H.	(1980).	Acts:	an	introduction	and	commentary	(Vol.	5,	pp.	73–75).	
Downers	Grove,	IL:	InterVarsity	Press.	
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the Law on Mt. Sinai would have been understood as the formation of the 

people of God, and this sign would equate to the formation of a new people 

of God, the Community of God’s people under the New Covenant. 

So, what is the initial physical evidence that a person has experienced the 

book of Acts experience, being baptized in and with the Holy Spirit? 

 

4All of them were filled 

with the Holy Spirit and 

began to speak in other 

tongues as the Spirit 

enabled them. 
 

Remember the video that 

was showed.  It was a struggle making to the top, but the struggle was worth 

it.   

God’s plan, to make the evidence that a person has been baptized in the 

Holy Spirit is they will “speak in other tongues as the Spirit enables them”. 

In this community, and in many other highly educated communities, this is a 

struggle. 

It is not learned. 

It doesn’t originate in the mind of a human being. 

This week, I received an inquiry about tongues by an interested party.  His 

questions may mirror your own. 

 
I recently came across glossolalia, or speaking in tongues. The idea of people 
speaking a divine language is quite interesting. 
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As a Pentecostal pastor, have you ever experienced speaking in tongues? If 
so, what is it like? How do you do it, and do you understand the things you 
are saying? I’m very curious to learn more. 

 
It is done by the Holy Spirit.  It is my voice and my will to speak/pray it, 
but it is not a learned experience.  Jesus is the Baptizer in the Holy 
Spirit, and the spirit language is a gift from Jesus.     Rarely do I 
understand the words I pray in the spirit.  Another gift of the Holy 
Spirit is Interpretation of Tongues and sometimes, if God wills and 
wants a person to know the content, he will reveal it. 
 

I conclude this sermon. 

 

What if, the experience described in Acts 2:1-4 is not only available, but 

promised and expected by God for his followers to struggle to the peak 

experience. 

I am asking all of us, the simply pray. 

 

Lord, if it is your will for me to receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit, with the 

manifestation of speaking and praying in other tongues, then I ask to receive. 

 

The moment you pray that prayer, you may receive, but more likely, it will set 

you on the path to the peak experience in a relationship with God, that is, to 

be baptized with the Holy Spirit and speak and pray in other languages. 

It comes from your born again heart.  A word or phrase will be given to your 

mind and will, and you will need to use your own ability to form the words. 

It can occur publicly or privately, and it can occur with others praying over 

you, in a prayer group, an altar, or in your private devotional prayer times. 
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Today is only a beginning of the Feast of the Day of Pentecost.   

 

Let us pray, and as you will, open your mind to receive.  

Whatever works for you to take a posture of receiving.  Kneeling, palms 

upwards, standing, laying prostrate, whatever works for you. 

 

Take a posture and position of receiving, and begin and continue the prayer 

for the path to Pentecost. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 


