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Sermon: Feast:  The Path to Pentecost 
 
Sermon Slide: 
 
Feast on the Ascension of Jesus 
 
Introduction:  

I love my job.  I get to study God’s Word and Join with God in prayer as a 
major part of my job. It’s awesome, and I get to share the gospel with you the 
congregation, but it is not the largest crowd I have spoken to.  In fact, you 
may not know it, but I have spoken to many thousands at the stadium in 
Tampa Florida. 

You may ask me what I said, 

Come on, go ahead, and ask me the topic of my message? 

Get your Ice cold, Pepsi Cola, right here.  Right here, I got your ice-cold Pepsi 
cola.   

True story, and this story we will read today is even truer. 

 

Let’s stand to read about the feast of this ascension of Jesus. 

Get your quick and powerful word of God, right here. 

Word of God, quick and powerful, get it right now… 

We will end the book one, and begin book two of the Luke/Acts. 

There is a transition and some parts are repeated, others omitted to 
transition from the life of Jesus to the life of the church. 

 

Slides 
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Lu. 24:  
 

The Ascension of Jesus 

50When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up 

his hands and blessed them. 51While he was blessing them, he left 

them and was taken up into heaven. 52Then they worshiped him and 

returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53And they stayed continually at 

the temple, praising God. 

 

Acts 1 

1In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began 

to do and to teach 2until the day he was taken up to heaven, after 

giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had 

chosen. 3After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave 

many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a 

period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4On one 

occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this 

command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father 

promised, which you have heard me speak about.5For John baptized 

with  water, but in a few days you will be baptized with  the Holy 

Spirit.” 

6Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at 

this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

7He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the 

Father has set by his own authority.8But you will receive power when 

the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
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9After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a 

cloud hid him from their sight. 

10They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when 

suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. 11“Men of 

Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This 

same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back 

in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” 

 

The Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God. 

(Blank the screen) 

Prayer: 

 
I agree with, Steven Covey who says, to begin with the end in mind. 

Today’s end of the sermon will be Acts 2:4. 4All of them were filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues 
 
The baptism in and with the Holy Spirit, on the Day of Pentecost is viewed as 
the birthing of the church. 
 

This path to Pentecost will lead us to Acts. 2:4 and my expectation is that all 
of us will be filled with the Holy Spirit and begin to speak in other tongues.  
Thank you for giving to missions, it is also an expectation that we would join 
the mission of God by giving faith promises and be a witness to the entire 
world. 

Jesus Post resurrection appearances he had a human look.  For all 
appearances he looked fully human.  On the road to Emmaus, in a very low 
drama way, he walked along with the two, one of which may have been Luke. 

After disappearing and reappearing to the disciples he actually ate food, 
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with them, similarly as he ate with the two from Emmaus.  I am guessing in a 
resurrected human body, that was dead for three days, he was hungry.  He 
ate two dinners the night of his resurrection that the bible records.   

We don’t know what and where he ate for lunch on the day of his 

resurrection.  We don’t know if snack stands had been set up in Jerusalem. 

We don’t know, so we can’t speculate.  Many propose that Jesus did many 

things from his resurrection to the day of his ascension, but it is all extra 

biblical and he may or may not have traveled throughout the earth revealing 

himself to indigenous peoples, preparing them for the eventuality of his 

followers coming to share the good news of the gospel.    We don’t know, 

what the bible doesn’t include, so don’t get too hung up on imagining what 

he did or didn’t do. We have plenty to focus on what the bible says. 

 

We do know he was hungry after not eating since the Passover the night of 

his betrayal. 

 

He wasn’t fasting; he was feasting, as should we.  Hence the title of the series.  

In one instance he was walking, in another some kind of invisible transporting 

back to Jerusalem. 

 

The big event after the resurrection is the ascension. 

The end of Luke and the beginning of Acts dovetail, and both repeat a few, 
but not all of the instances. 

Luke does not fully explain in detail what he means by the ascension, but it is 
difficult to believe that he thought that Jesus went up vertically and stopped 
in a heaven a mile or two above the earth.  

We should be ready to accord to Luke’s ascension the same kind of 
historicity that we accord to the post-resurrection appearances and the 
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transfiguration.  

 

The ascension differs radically from Jesus’ vanishing from the sight of the 
disciples at Emmaus (31) and similar happenings. There is an air of finality 
about it. It is the decisive close of one chapter and the beginning of another.  

 

It is the consummation of Christ’s earthly work, the indication to his followers 
that his mission is accomplished, his work among them come to a decisive 
end. They can expect to see him in the old way no more. 

 
I hope we can see in the ascension the taking into heaven of the humanity 

of Jesus. The incarnation is not something casual and fleeting but a divine 
action with permanent consequences.  

 
The ascension means the taking of Christ’s humanity into heaven, ‘it means 

that with it will be taken the humanity which He has redeemed—those who 
are Christ’s, at His coming. It is a powerful expression of the redemption of 
this world, in contrast to mere escape from it.’ 

 
 
Let me emphasize this, and repeat it.  The ascension expresses 

redemption of the world by the humanity of Christ being taken into heaven 
along with the humanity he has redeemed.  It is not escaping this earth, but 
redeeming this earth and all it’s humanity. 

 
Being in Christ is not escapism.  Christ in us helps us face our issues by 

faith, not escape from them through feeding addictive behaviors. 
 
It is not like the post resurrection disappearance nor will his second 

coming by like the reappearance to the disciples. 
 
It is the finality of his earthly ministry.  The permanent consequence of 

Christ’s ascended humanity is that throughout eternity, we, humans have a 
human advocate always interceding for us.  Our human advocate has scars, 
and seems to be hungry often. 
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Some of my business friends are happy there is a businessman in the white 

house. 
Some of my female friends are unhappy that they don’t have a woman in 

the white house. 
 
All of my foodie friends should be happy that a foodie is in the heavens. 
 
All of us can be happy, that a human being, a resurrected ascended 

human being is at the right hand of the Father, praying for us. 
 
This reality of the ascension being the taking of Christ’s humanity into 

heaven means that it will be taking the humanity, which he redeemed, is 
echoed in Ephesians 2. 

 
The following passage of scripture is what the Lord used to open my 

mind to the possibility of experiencing health and healing in Christ. 
 
Listen:  as your pastor, I will join you at your level of faith.  The Last few 

weeks, when Juby asked for prayer, her faith was for complete and total good 
news, not just grace to handle bad news and for wisdom for the surgeon.  
That would have been fine, but it wasn’t where her faith was.  Her faith was 
set, and it is my role to join that level of faith and stand with a friend in faith. 

 
This is the time to raise your faith level.  One of the dream seeds I wept 

over as I planted my garden, and gave it to the Lord, is that many of you who 
have heard me preach, has not grown in faith, and a medical doctor might say 
to you that you are less healthy, years after sitting under the preaching the 
word.   

 
Church, listen, I am prayerfully serious about every sermon I preach as 

God’s’ word to you and me.  
 
If you don’t listen, and apply it, and take it lightly, and don’t grow it isn’t 

going to go well for you 
 
Just letting you know my heart. 
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So, here is a good chance to get on board to raising your faith level, 
through the revelation of the ascension of Christ. 

 
 
Slides: 
 

6And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the 
heavenly realms in Christ Jesus,  
 
Slide: 
7in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable 
riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.  
 

 
 
For emphasis 
 
Slide: 
6And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the 

heavenly realms in Christ Jesus,  
 
 
Do you see it? 
 
Has God opened your eyes to this? 
 
It takes a revelation to see it. 
 
When God opened my mind to see this, it created the faith in my heart to 

believe that I would and could overcome cancer and the after affects of the 
cancer treatments. 

 
God raised us up with Christ and seated us with hi in the heavenly realms 

in Christ Jesus. 
 
According to this, where are we right now? 
 
(Pause until everyone gets it.  We are seated with Christ. 
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We are here, and we are there simultaneously. 
 
If you experience God opening your minds to this, you will be forever on 

a heavenly trajectory to become what you already are in Christ. 
 
(blank the screen) 
 
Whatever their view of his person during his ministry, the passion and 

resurrection and now the ascension had convinced them that Jesus was 
divine. He was worthy to be worshipped and they gave him his due. Worship 
is their response to his ascension 

 
 (It is the first time Luke speaks of anyone worshipping Jesus). 
 
The passage says, ‘they worshipped him’ .  
 
It is interesting that their feeling at this final parting was not one of grief 

but of great joy .  
 
They were understanding more than they had previously. Luke began his 

Gospel in the temple (1:5) and he brings it to an end in the same place, with 
the disciples continually in the temple blessing God. It is a fitting 
acknowledgment of the grace that God has shown so singularly in the events 
he has narrated.1 

 

It is so interesting to me that what is now so normal, was once not.  A 

fabulous response within a relationship with God is worship.   

 

They worshipped him. 

 

Once you have worshipped him, it is really difficult to worship another. 

																																																								
1	Morris,	L.	(1988).	Luke:	an	introduction	and	commentary	(Vol.	3,	pp.	362–364).	
Downers	Grove,	IL:	InterVarsity	Press.	
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Every year the church gets a surprise visit from the Fairfax County Fire 

Marshal’s office.  Most are great people, who can handle the ultimate 

authority that they have.  Just on their opinion alone, they can close down any 

facility in America.  A fire marshal in a caustic political environment can be a 

tool that polarized politicians can use as a weapon against organizations.    

 

It happened here, in the early 90’s and it was an educational moment for me.  

Please don’t be so naïve to think that politics isn’t important, and having 

politicians in office that represents you.  If there were a next time your pastor 

follows Jesus into politics, it would be a great thing to have more than a few 

get out and help.   

 

Politics need the body of Christ to engage. 

Sorry, to get off track. 

 

Every now and then a narcissist, fire marshal will show up unannounced at the 

church and wants to wave their authority over me.  When they do, I call their 

captain and report them.  The captain who is a Christian understood me 

perfectly when after a fire marshal wanted me to bow down before them and 

give them worship.  I said, “sir, when you worship Jesus, and bow to Jesus, and 

humbly submit to the Lordship of Jesus, it creates in you a heart that just 

won’t bow down to any authoritative figure.  Sir, after worshipping Jesus, I 

won’t bow down to any fire marshal that wants me to bow down to him.  His 

reply. 

The captains, response? 

Amen. 

 



	 10	

Just call me if anyone ever exerts that kind of authority to you again. 

 

And… It is my joy to witness to aggressive fire marshals, that I only worship 

and bow down to Jesus, and I won’t be bowing down to them. 

 

Listen: Worship does something for ones spiritual formation that no other 

activity of humanity can. 

On earth we have authority figures, we are to honor, but never to worship 

and bow down to. 

 Brenda is about to be ordained minister of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  When 

she is, and becoming a person of authority, she will be kneeling, in worship to 

the one who is all authority. 

 

Authority on earth is tied to ones authority in heaven. 

 

The ascension of Christ created a sense of joyful worship, not grieving sorrow 

like the crucifixion. 

 

In Christ we have all we need.  At any moment, in any situation, we can 

worship Jesus.  Pre-determine, no matter what, no matter whom, we will join 

the earliest followers of Jesus who at his ascension worshipped him. 

Worship of Jesus, can happen to moment of a cancer diagnosis or a notice 

from the IRS, for he is so far above the powers of this earth. 

 

Worship of Jesus is possible, within a loving relationship with God, and we 

can and should worship, especially when troubled times come. 

 



	 11	

Prayer 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 


