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April	2,	2017	
	
Communion:		
	
I	wonder	if	we	perceive	what	the	New	Covenant	means.	
	
To	be	in	a	covenant	with	someone,	means	you	are	totally	and	forever	giving	yourself	
away	to	someone	else.		Once	you	did	it,	nothing	would	ever	be	exclusively	yours	again.		
All	that	you	were,	all	that	you	had	or	ever	would	have	became	the	equal	property	of	
your	covenant	partner.	
	
The	blood	covenant	of	Jesus	made	with	all	of	humanity,	is	foreshadowed	by	the	blood	
covenant	made	with	Abraham.	
	
Ancient	peoples	understood	covenant	more	so	than	we.	
	
Partners	exchanged	coats,	each	one	giving	their	authority	to	the	other.	
	
They	exchanged	weapons	as	a	way	of	seeing,	“your	enemies	are	now	my	enemies.		I’ll	
fight	your	fights	as	if	they	were	my	own.		They	walked	through	the	blood	of	slain	
animals,	pronouncing	their	loyalty	to	one	another,	even	to	death.	
When	covenant	was	made	with	Abraham,	Abraham	knew	there	no	longer	any	room	for	
doubt.		God	had	proven	how	intensely	he	loved	him.	
	
He	had	given	him	everything	he	had	and	bound	himself	to	Abraham	in	a	relationship	
that	could	not	be	dissolved.	
	
Abraham	comprehended,	he	perceived	the	gravity	of	the	blood	covenant	relationship,	
and	no	longer	doubted,	but	was	strong	in	faith.	
	
What	we	are	about	to	do,	should	bring	us	into	remembrance	that	God	has	proven	how	
intensely	he	loved	us.		God	has	given	us	everything	he	had	and	bound	himself,	to	us	in	
relationship	that	cannot	be	dissolved.	
	
May	we	comprehend	the	gravity	of	the	blood	covenant	relationship,	no	longer	doubt,	
and	be	strong	in	faith.	
	
	
1	Corinthians	11:	
	

23For	I	received	from	the	Lord	what	I	also	passed	on	to	you:	The	Lord	Jesus,	on	the	
night	he	was	betrayed,	took	bread,	24and	when	he	had	given	thanks,	he	broke	it	and	
said,	“This	is	my	body,	which	is	for	you;	do	this	in	remembrance	of	me.”25In	the	same	
way,	after	supper	he	took	the	cup,	saying,	“This	cup	is	the	new	covenant	in	my	blood;	
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do	this,	whenever	you	drink	it,	in	remembrance	of	me.”26For	whenever	you	eat	this	
bread	and	drink	this	cup,	you	proclaim	the	Lord’s	death	until	he	comes.	

27So	then,	whoever	eats	the	bread	or	drinks	the	cup	of	the	Lord	in	an	unworthy	
manner	will	be	guilty	of	sinning	against	the	body	and	blood	of	the	Lord.	28Everyone	
ought	to	examine	themselves	before	they	eat	of	the	bread	and	drink	from	the	
cup.	29For	those	who	eat	and	drink	without	discerning	the	body	of	Christ	eat	and	drink	
judgment	on	themselves.	30That	is	why	many	among	you	are	weak	and	sick,	and	a	
number	of	you	have	fallen	asleep.		

	
Prayer	and	Communion	Service	
	
----------------------------	
	
	
Sermon:	Be	Awed	by	Easter,	by	a	Triple	Chocolate	Cake.	
	
A	chocolate	cake	has	nothing	to	do	with	this	sermon,	but	it	sounds	so	much	better	than	
Peter’s	Triple	Failure,	so	I	went	with	it	instead.	
	
Thankful	for	the	beginning	of	MLB	today.		Go	Nats	and	Cubs.	
	
In	baseball	there	aren’t	triple-headers	only	double	headers,	and	I	guess	you	know	what	
day	is	best	for	double	headers.	
	
Twosday.	
	
You	know	why	it	takes	longer	to	run	from	second	base	to	third	base	than	it	does	from	
first	to	second.	
	
There	is	short-stop	between	second	and	third.	
	
Introduction:	I	respect	how	the	Bible	does	not	hide	or	spin	the	failures	of	leaders.	This	is	
a	rather	unique	quality	of	Christianity.	In	our	day,	PR	scrambles	to	do	damage	control	
when	a	leader	falls.	But	in	the	Bible,	failure	is	openly	admitted	and	discussed.		

Peter’s	failure	was	epic.	Jesus	saw	it	coming	when	Peter	thought	it	impossible.	Our	focus	
today	is	two-fold:	the	purpose	of	testing	and	the	power	of	turning	back	to	God.		

Scripture:	Luke	22:31-34,	54-62		

31“Simon,	Simon,	Satan	has	asked	to	sift	all	of	you	as	wheat.32But	I	have	prayed	for	you,	
Simon,	that	your	faith	may	not	fail.	And	when	you	have	turned	back,	strengthen	your	
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brothers.”	

33But	he	replied,	“Lord,	I	am	ready	to	go	with	you	to	prison	and	to	death.”	
34Jesus	answered,	“I	tell	you,	Peter,	before	the	rooster	crows	today,	you	will	deny	

three	times	that	you	know	me.”	
	

54Then	seizing	him,	they	led	him	away	and	took	him	into	the	house	of	the	high	priest.	
Peter	followed	at	a	distance.	55And	when	some	there	had	kindled	a	fire	in	the	middle	of	
the	courtyard	and	had	sat	down	together,	Peter	sat	down	with	them.	56A	servant	girl	
saw	him	seated	there	in	the	firelight.	She	looked	closely	at	him	and	said,	“This	man	was	
with	him.”	

57But	he	denied	it.	“Woman,	I	don’t	know	him,”	he	said.	
58A	little	later	someone	else	saw	him	and	said,	“You	also	are	one	of	them.”	
“Man,	I	am	not!”	Peter	replied.	
59About	an	hour	later	another	asserted,	“Certainly	this	fellow	was	with	him,	for	he	is	a	

Galilean.”	
60Peter	replied,	“Man,	I	don’t	know	what	you’re	talking	about!”	Just	as	he	was	

speaking,	the	rooster	crowed.	61The	Lord	turned	and	looked	straight	at	Peter.	Then	
Peter	remembered	the	word	the	Lord	had	spoken	to	him:	“Before	the	rooster	crows	
today,	you	will	disown	me	three	times.”62And	he	went	outside	and	wept	bitterly.	
	
The	Word	of	the	Lord	
Thanks	be	to	God	
	

The	Context		

I. As	you	may	remember	from	last	week,	during	the	Last	Supper,	Jesus	revealed	that	
	one	of	the	Twelve	would	betray	Him	and	that	all	of	them	would	fall	away.	The	
	disciples	were	incredulous—Jesus’	words	seemed	unbelievable.			

II. 	After	the	Last	Supper,	Jesus	had	taken	the	disciples	into	the	Mount	of	Olives	and	
	then	asked	Peter,	James,	and	John	to	go	further	into	the	grove	with	Him	to	
support	Him	in	prayer.	Their	hearts	were	so	heavy,	that	they	fell	asleep	instead	
of	prayerfully	watching	with	Jesus.	Jesus	response	was	not	neutral:	“‘could	you	
men	not	keep	watch	with	me	for	one	hour?’	He	asked	Peter.	‘Watch	and	pray	so	
that	you	will	not	fall	into	temptation.	The	spirit	is	willing,	but	the	body	is	weak.’”	
(Matthew	26:40-41)			

III. After	Jesus’	time	of	prayer	in	the	olive	grove,	Judas	showed	up	with	“the	chief	priests,	
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the	officers	of	the	temple	guard,	and	the	elders”	to	arrest	Jesus	(Luke	22:52-	54).		

IV. Matthew	26:55-56	records	that,	“all	the	disciples	deserted	him	and	fled,”	and	
Luke	adds,	“Peter	followed	at	a	distance”	(Luke	22:54).			

V. 	We	know	the	story	well:	warming	himself	by	the	fire	in	the	high	priest’s	courtyard	
(John	18:15-16),	three	different	people	associated	Peter	with	Jesus.	Peter	denies	
knowing	Jesus	all	three	times,	even	to	the	point	of	swearing	and	“call[ing]	down	
curses	on	himself”	(Matthew	26:74).			

VI. 	Luke	records	that	Jesus	“turned	and	looked	straight	at	Peter”	and	that	Peter,	
	gripped	with	remorse,	“went	outside	and	wept	bitterly.”	(Luke	22:61-62)	g.	As	
Dr.	Alicia	Britt	Chole	says	in	40	Days	of	Decrease,	“Peter	wept	because	Peter	
loved.	Peter’s	illusion	was	not	that	he	loved	Jesus.	Peter’s	illusion	was	that	he	
loved	Jesus	more	than	he	loved	his	own	life.”		

Peter’s	Triple	Failure	

a. So	really,	the	failure	in	the	courtyard	was	Peter’s	third	failure	that	day.			

b. Previously	he	had	failed	to	watch	and	pray	with	Jesus,	and	then	he	ran	away	
instead		of	standing	with	Jesus	at	His	arrest.			

c. Jesus	had	not	only	anticipated	the	epic	fail,	He	had	prepared	Peter	for	it	via	
one		explanation,	one	encouragement,	and	one	exhortation.			

d. Triple	failures	can	be	replaced	by	triple	chocolate:		When	nudged	to	prayer.		
Pray.		When	the	crowd	turns	against	Christ,	turn	towards	Christ.		When	
the	accusations	come	against	you	for	following	Christ,	face	the	
accusations	with	the	Lordship	of	Christ	on	your	lips.	

Explanation	

One	explanation:	a	trial	was	coming	that	would	test	Peter’s	faith		

Jesus	said	that	Satan	asked	to	sift	Peter	as	wheat.			
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So?	What	does	it	mean	to	have	Satan	“sift	Peter	as	wheat”?	

I	think	I	already	know	this	answer,	but	how	many	of	us	have	ever	actually	sifted	wheat?	

I	am	guessing	most	of	us	are	unfamiliar	with	the	many	agricultural	based	metaphors	
that	Jesus	used.	

I	am	a	child	of	parents	who	worked	the	fields	of	agriculture.		Growing	up	with	the	
struggle	that	is	an	every	day	occurrence	in	agricultural	based	career	fields,	developed	
the	characteristic	of	perseverance.	

This	week	I	was	reminded	of	a	time	in	the	Lord	while,	facing	yet	more	struggles	with	the	
carpet	tile	project	last	year	the	Lord	spoke	to	me	and	it	was	one	of	those	quick	words,	
and	it	involved	a	quick	summary	of	lots	of	struggles.	

I	was	kind	of	whining	in	prayer	about	the	struggles	with	this	building	and	yet	another	
issue	in	a	remodeling	project.	

He	said,	“Struggles	haven’t	hurt	you.”	

Before	I	could	complain	about	it,	my	own	re-born	person	agreed	and	chuckled.	

The	struggles	of	this	life	have	not	hurt	me,	though	Satan	wants	to	use	the	struggles	to	
hurt	us.	

Struggles	of	this	life	are	what	Satan	uses	to	attempt	to	sift	us.	

Let	us	try	to	figure	out	what	it	was	that	Satan	was	going	to	do	to	Peter.	

So,	here	is	wheat.			

It	grows	on	a	stalk,	and	there	is	a	process	called	
sifting	that	separates	the	wheat	kernels	from	the	
stalk,	and	the	chaff.		The	stalk	is	the	stalk,	and	the	
chaff	is	t	he	way	God	made	wheat.		It	is	a	protective	
sheath	around	the	actual	kernel	of	wheat.	
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The	first	step	in	the	process	of	sifting	wheat	is	to	loosen	the	chaff	from	the	edible	grain,	
which	is	called	threshing.	The	old-fashioned	way	to	do	this	is	to	spread	the	wheat	onto	a	

floor	made	from	stone,	concrete	or	tamped	earth	and	to	beat	it	
with	a	flail.	This	is	no	longer	done	in	the	developed	world.	But	in	
some	places	where	machines	are	expensive	and	human	labor	is	
cheap,	manual	threshing	is	still	common.	
So?	The	first	step	in	sifting	wheat	is	to	get	flailed.		It	is	a	violent	
process	to	take	the	stalks	of	wheat	and	flail	them,	stomping	on	
them,	stomping	on	them,	grinding	them,	until	the	kernel	is	
separated	from	the	stalks.	
	

Wheat	is	first	beaten	to	separate	the	kernels	from	the	stalks.	
More	than	pure	grain	is	released	in	the	process	so	the	wheat	is	
then	sifted	so	that	the	grains	are	further	separated	from	the	
chaff.			

Satan’s	goal	for	sifting	is	destructive.	He	hopes	we	will	abandon	
our	faith	in	the	beating.		Satan’s	goal	with	Peter	and	us	is	to	
cause	us	to	abandon	our	identifying	with	Jesus	when	the	

struggles	come.		And…	they	come.	

Jesus’	usage	of	sifting	is	redemptive:	He	knows	that	the	process	of	sifting	separates	
“chaff”	from	our	faith	and	yields	food	that	can	feed	others.		You	and	I,	and	the	entire	
world	are	not	alone	in	our	struggles	with	this	world	and	Satan.		Jesus	has	overcome	the	
world	and	in	Him,	he	gives	us	sufficient	grace	for	the	struggle.		He	doesn’t	remove	us	
from	the	struggle;	he	gives	us	grace	to	stay	within	the	struggle	as	we	exercise	our	faith.	

And,	when	the	Lord	spoke	to	me	last	year	during	a	whining	prayer,	that	struggles	
haven’t	hurt	me,,	it	created	a	laugh	of	faith.		I	agreed,	with	a	laugh	when	the	Lord	said,	
struggles	haven’t	hurt	you.		I	laughed	and	agreed.	

In	fact,	within	my	relationship	with	God,	what	Satan	has	meant	for	evil,	have	all	been	
turned	to	God’s	glory	and	my	good	

Which	brings	us	to	the	encouragement.			
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Encouragement	

One	encouragement:	Jesus	Himself	is	praying	for	Peter		

a. While	Peter’s	head	was	still	spinning	trying	to	make	sense	of	Jesus’	statement	that	
Satan	had	targeting	him	personally	for	a	spiritual	attack,	Jesus	says,	“I	have	prayed	
for	you,	Simon,	that	your	faith	may	not	fail.”	(Luke	22:31)			

b. Imagine!	Do	we	believe	that	Jesus	prays	for	us?	That	He	wars	in	intercession	over	us	
that	our	faith	may	not	fail?		

Hebrews	7:	23Now	there	have	been	many	of	those	priests,	since	death	prevented	
them	from	continuing	in	office;	24but	because	Jesus	lives	forever,	he	has	a	
permanent	priesthood.	25Therefore	he	is	able	to	save	completely	those	who	come	to	
God	through	him,	because	he	always	lives	to	intercede	for	them.	
	
	
Romans	8:	34Who	then	is	the	one	who	condemns?	No	one.	Christ	Jesus	who	died—
more	 than	 that,	 who	 was	 raised	 to	 life—is	 at	 the	 right	 hand	 of	 God	 and	 is	 also	
interceding	for	us.	35Who	shall	separate	us	from	the	love	of	Christ?	Shall	trouble	or	
hardship	 or	 persecution	 or	 famine	 or	 nakedness	 or	 danger	 or	 sword?	36As	 it	 is	
written:	
“For	your	sake	we	face	death	all	day	long;	
we	are	considered	as	sheep	to	be	slaughtered.”	

37No,	 in	 all	 these	 things	 we	 are	 more	 than	 conquerors	 through	 him	 who	 loved	
us.	38For	 I	 am	 convinced	 that	 neither	 death	 nor	 life,	 neither	 angels	 nor	
demons,	neither	 the	 present	 nor	 the	 future,	 nor	 any	 powers,	39neither	 height	 nor	
depth,	nor	anything	else	in	all	creation,	will	be	able	to	separate	us	from	the	love	of	
God	that	is	in	Christ	Jesus	our	Lord.	

	
Then	in	confidence	that	Jesus’	prayer	for	Peter	would	be	answered,	Jesus	issues	Peter	a	
command.			

Exhortation	

a. Imagine	Peter	hearing	these	words!			

i.	Hey	Peter,	Satan	is	preparing	a	direct	assault	upon	your	faith	in	the	hope	that	it	
fails.	(WHAT?!!!)			
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ii.	But	I’ve	been	praying	for	you	and	you’re	going	to	make	it.	(WHEW!)		

iii.	And	there	are	two	things	you	need	to	do	on	the	other	side.	(ANYTHING—		TELL	
ME!)			

Jesus	exhorts	Peter	to	“turn	back”	and	“strengthen	your	brothers.”		

I	find	it	interesting	that	Jesus	mentions	turning	back	because	wouldn’t	that	be	obvious?	
But	not	everyone	who	experiences	a	faith	trial	turns	back.	Some	are	so	rattled	by	the	
experience	that	they	question	God’s	goodness	or	their	ability	to	believe.	Others	are	so	
ashamed	by	their	failure	that	they	define	themselves	as	failures.	Jesus	says,	“Don’t	let	
the	failure	deflect	you	or	define	you:	turn	back	to	Me.”			

And	further,	Jesus	commands	Peter	in	his	weakness	to	strengthen	his	brothers:	This	
initially	sounds	counterintuitive	to	us.	But	it’s	in	line	with	what	Jesus	said	about	how	
those	who	have	been	forgiven	much	love	much.	(Luke	7:47)		

Just	living	through	a	struggle	is	an	encouragement	to	those	who	are	entering	their	
season	of	a	struggle.	

In	a	home	gym,	or	a	corporate	gym	or	place	of	exercise	you	will	find	people	who	are	IN	
the	struggle.		Everyone	is	at	their	own	particular	place	of	struggle,	with	their	age,	their	
weight,	their	genetics,	their	own	goals.		Everyone	is	uniquely	differing	in	his	or	her	use	
of	the	gym.		The	commonality	is	the	struggle.		It	is	a	complement	to	the	struggle	to	be	so	
sweaty	that	it	is	embarrassing	to	be	around	someone	NOT	in	the	struggle.	

Embrace	the	struggle	within	your	relationship	with	God,	through	Christ	Jesus,	even	
when	it	makes	those	not	in	a	struggle	a	bit	embarrassed	seeing	you	caught	in	the	
struggle.	

	

Story	from	the	5k:		When	we	reached	a	place	of	exhaustion	on	the	death	climb,	we	just	
paused	and	stopped	and	enjoyed	the	view	and	the	relationship.			

When	the	struggles	of	what	seems	to	be	a	death	climb	in	your	life,	just	pause,	in	the	
Lord,	rest	in	the	Lord.		And	the	equivalent	of	letting	your	heart	rate	back	down	from	
maximum	will	occur.	
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Surrounded	by	people	who	were	fast,	and	some	slower,	we	didn’t	care.		We	just	
stopped,	enjoyed	a	Sabbath	rest,	and	eventually	we	struggled	up	the	climb	again.			

We	actually	thought	we	were	last,	and	only	on	the	descent	met	a	lady	who	was	
evenfurther	back.		Her	issue	is	she	got	off	track	and	was	lost	for	a	long	time,	before	
finding	her	way	back	to	the	trail.	

Even	when	you	don’t	want	to	deny	the	Lord,	you	wind	up	denying	him,	and	for	brief	
moments,	you	are	lost,	off	the	path.		But	turn	back,	find	your	way	back,	and	no	matter	
how	embarrassing	it	may	be.		Start	up	the	climb	again.		She	encouraged	us.		We	were	no	
longer	the	last	ones,	and	that	fact	encouraged	us.		

And	as	I	mentioned	earlier,	on	the	other	side	of	sifting	is	fruit	that	can	feed	others.		

The	longer,	the	deeper	the	struggle,	redeem	that	struggle	by	turning	back	to	God	and	be	
willing	to	share	with	others	your	own	experience	through	the	struggle.	

	

What	About	Us?	

For	starters,	Satan	hasn’t	retired.	He	still	is	working	to	choreograph	trials	with	the	
	agenda	of	seeing	our	faith	fail.			

Thankfully,	Jesus	also	hasn’t	retired.	He	is	still	interceding	for	us	that	our	faith	will		stand	
firm.			

On	the	other	side,	we	have	two	responsibilities:	turn	back	and	strengthen	others.			

1.		Turn	back	to	Jesus	

2.		Accept	our	assignment	to	strengthen	others	as	the	forgiven.	

Would	you	turn	back	to	Jesus	and	accept	our	assignment	to	strengthen	others?		This	is	
best	done	in	community.	

Altar	call	and	prayer.	
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Maybe	to	day	is	the	day;	you	wish	to	give	yourself	as	a	human	being	to	the	one	who	
was	broken	for	you,	crushed	for	you,	wounded	for	you.		Satan	also	desired	to	sift	
Jesus	as	wheat,	so	he	knew	what	was	coming	to	Peter.		He	knows	what	it	is	like	to	
experience	a	Satanic	attack,	and	is	praying	that	we	will	not	fail.	
	
Maybe	today	is	the	day	you	want	to	join	this	community	of	God’s	people		
	
Maybe	today	is	a	day	to	become	a	member	of	this	community	of	God’s	people.	
	
Only	in	saying	yes	to	Jesus,	and	by	His	grace,	will	you	become	the	member	of	a	
community	of	God’s	people.	
	
Prayer:	

	
	
	
	
	
	
Small	Group	Questions	
	
1. Why	do	you	think	that	the	Scriptures	consistently	do	not	gloss	over	or	hide	the	

faults	and	failures	of	people	of	faith?			
2. When	the	rooster	crowed	and	Jesus	made	eye	contact	with	Peter,	what	

expression	do	you	guess	Peter	saw	on	Jesus’	face?			
3. How	do	you	normally	respond	to	personal	failure?			
4. In	your	own	words,	what	is	Satan’s	agenda	when	he	tries	to	sift	us	like	wheat?			
5. Read	Hebrews	7:25	and	Romans	8:34b.	In	a	time	of	trial,	how	might	the	

knowledge	that		Jesus	is	interceding	for	you	affect	your	choices?			


