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Sermon: Be Awed by Easter by Divine Decrease. 
 
John 3:30 will guide us as we journey towards being awed by Easter. 
 
Title Slide:  Be Awed by Easter 
 

He must become greater and greater, and I must become less 
and less. (Jn. 3:30 NLT) 

 
Introduction: Our focus for the days leading up to Easter, as a community is sacred 
decrease.  
 
Decrease isn’t among our favorite words. We generally associate decrease with 
less and loss. We prefer increase, abundance, and prosperity 
 
Thank you.  
 
However, continuous increase can be exhausting and suffocating without a 
deepening relationship with God, that involves self-control, and all the fruit of the 
Holy Spirit! 
 
 
Think of decrease as an interior simplicity movement.  
 
Think of decrease as a downsizing movement. 
 
Simplicity and downsizing is valued in our day: many of us 
have sought to purge our garages and lighten up our schedules. Why?  
 
Because we have too much 
stuff.  
 
Some are by God’s grace giving God a tithe of their time. 
 
Some of us recognize we are doing too much stuff that has little to do with the 
expending of the Kingdom of God.  
 
And we feel weighed down by it all. 
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Our focus as a community for the next several weeks is uncluttering our hearts 
from the stuff that 
weighs us down and blocks our, and other’s, view of Jesus. [Set up the window 
frame.] [Stand 
behind the window.] Because much of the reason we’re here on earth is to see 
Jesus and have 
others see Him through us.  
 
This metaphor is now clear of things.  Nothing on glass to hinder the view.   
 
 
 
Our mentor today on this path of decrease is a wild man in camels 
hair.  The bible character who best emulates what living a fasted, self disciplined, 
self-controlled life 365 days a year, 24/7 was John the Baptist. 
 
And now, for those who feel their life is very, very full are saying, 25/8. 
 
If you are feeling a bit like your life is so full that it is going full speed ahead for 
25/8, let this message of decrease speak to you. 
 
A problem with public proclamation of the bible is that children and those whom 
English is not their native language can misunderstand it. 
 
After being told about the bible story of Lot who was warned to take his wife and 
flee out of the city, but his wife turned back and was turned to salt.  A young child 
asked about the flea. 
What happened to the flea? 
 
As we consider the journey to Easter, and decreasing of ourselves, be thankful we 
are not in the days of Lot, Sodom, and his wife.   
 
The review has helped me, realize I have looked back and instead of growing out 
of some of the heart issues, they remain. 
 
Let us stand, 
 
Read passage: John 3:23-30 
 
Slides:  
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23At this time John the Baptist was baptizing at Aenon, near 
Salim, because there was plenty of water there; and people kept 
coming to him for baptism. 24(This was before John was thrown 
into prison.) 25A debate broke out between John’s disciples and a 

certain Jew  over ceremonial cleansing. 26So John’s disciples 
came to him and said, “Rabbi, the man you met on the other side of 
the Jordan River, the one you identified as the Messiah, is also 
baptizing people. And everybody is going to him instead of coming 
to us.” 

27John replied, “No one can receive anything unless God gives it 
from heaven. 28You yourselves know how plainly I told you, ‘I am 
not the Messiah. I am only here to prepare the way for him.’ 29It is 
the bridegroom who marries the bride, and the best man is simply 
glad to stand with him and hear his vows. Therefore, I am filled with 
joy at his success. 30He must become greater and greater, and I 
must become less and less. 
 
Prayer:  Lord, anoint us by your grace to go on this journey of divine 
decrease, so you may increase in our lives. 
 
 
I. About John the Baptist 
a. Jesus’ relative, born 6 months before Him around 5 B.C. in “the time of Herod 
king 
of Judea.” (Luke 1:5) 
b. The miracle son of Zachariah and Elizabeth, who are described as, “upright in 
the 
sight of God, observing all the Lord’s commandments and regulations 
blamelessly…and they were both well along in years.” (Luke 1:7) 
c. John the Baptist “became strong in spirit and he lived in the desert until he 
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appeared publicly to Israel.” (Luke 1:80) 
d. John called people to repentance and baptism. His ministry grew strong and 
“people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John 
might possibly be the Christ.” (Luke 3:15) 
 
 
II. About the passage 
u 
a. John had pointed his disciples to Jesus, identifying him as the “Lamb of God!” 
(John 
3:36) Though some, like Andrew (John 1:40), took John’s cue to follow Jesus, 
others 
stayed with John. 
b. These were the disciples who argued among themselves (John 3:25) and brought 
Jesus’ seeming success—“and everyone is going to him” (John 3:26)—to John’s 
attention. Why? 
III. About us and John’s disciples 
a. What is it that bothers us about other’s success? 
b. How do you feel when someone experiences a “win” in your field? 
c. How do you feel when you have given a shout out or a hand up, to someone and 
they 
wind up surpassing you? [Insert a personal illustration] 
d. The Scriptures do not identify the emotions of John’s disciples, but we’ve lived 
enough to guess some of the possibilities. [As they are mentioned, place each one 
on the front of the window.] 
 
 
Slide: Jealous 
 
i. Jealous: People always flock to the newest start-up. Maybe if John ditched 
the camel’s hair more would have stayed. 
 
The bible links jealousy and quarreling together. 
 
1 Cor. 3:  
for you are still controlled by your sinful nature. You are jealous of one 
another and quarrel with each other. Doesn’t that prove you are 
controlled by your sinful nature? 
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A proof that a person is controlled by their sinful nature is that they are 
jealous of one another and quarrel with each other. 
 
Consider a decrease of jealousy and quarreling on this journey to 
Christ’s resurrection. 
 
 
 
Slide: Elitist 
 
ii. Elitist: We were here first! What right does Jesus have to copycat our 
ministry? 
 
There are a few, much larger churches around. We have the blessedness of not 
being elite or feeling elite.  When being around some folks, not all, but some, there 
is a strong issue of being the elite church or the elite person. 
 
It clouds people seeing Jesus. 
 
I have heard of pastor’s of very large churches address this issue of elitism in their 
congregation.  One solution, one pastor did, was one Sunday morning, he dressed 
up as a homeless person and sat on the steps at the front entrance of the church. 
 
He had quite a few illustrations of elitism when he stood up to preach that 
morning. 
 
Consider decreasing a feeling of being elitist. 
 
Slide: Entitled 
iii. Entitled: Those crowds are ours! We began the baptismal work at the Jordan. 
We deserve their loyalty. 
 
 
 
Slide: Offended 
 
iv. Offended: How dare Jesus use John like a stepping-stone to start His own 
thing! Who does He think He is?! 
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Mark 4:  16 And these are they likewise which are sown on stony 
ground; who, when they have heard the word, immediately receive it 
with gladness; 

17 And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: 
afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for the word's sake, 
immediately they are offended. 
 
Last week, Brenda preached and included the reality that the world will hate us.  If 
that offends you, consider a heart fast of decreasing in your offendable nature. 
 
Slide: Afraid 
 
v. Afraid: If all the people leave, there won’t be anyone to baptize and what 
will become of us? 
 

1 John 4: 1 John 4:18 (KJV) 
There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. 
He that feareth is not made perfect in love. 
 
Consider decreasing in your fear.  When fear arises, allow perfect love to cast out 
fear, for fear hinders people from seeing Jesus. 
 
 
vi. [Stand behind the window.] It’s rather hard to see anything through all this 
heart clutter, isn’t it? 
IV. About John’s response 
a. Listen to the wisdom John offered his disciples. Listen to how John viewed 
decrease as holy.  
 
[Remove each cut-out word from the window as it is mentioned.]  We will see the 
power of divine decrease. 
 
b. “A man can receive only what is given him from heaven.” (John 3:27) 
i. Anything we have has been given to us. 
ii. Why then are you jealous of what others have received? 
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c. “You yourselves can testify that I said, ‘I am not the Christ but am sent ahead of 
him.’” (John 3:28) 
 
i. Elitism claims to be the first or be the best. 
ii. From the very beginning, I’ve told you I’m not the main event. 
 
 
d. “The bride belongs to the bridegroom.” (John 3:30) 
i. The kingdom of God is about stewardship. 
ii. Entitlement has no place in such a kingdom. 
iii. The crowds aren’t ours. They are His. 
 
e. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of 
joy 
when he hears the bridegroom’s voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete.” 
(John 3:29) 
i. This isn’t a time for fear but for joy!  
ii. Open your eyes and be freed by a picture bigger than yourself. 
 
 
f. “He must become greater, I must become less.” (John 3:30) 
i. Why are you offended? My whole purpose is to draw attention to Jesus. 
ii. My decrease is holy. 
 
 
V. Application and response 
 
a. [Stand behind the window again.] Decrease unclutters our souls. 
b. In 40 Days of Decrease, Dr. Alicia Britt Chole states, “John’s longing was to 
draw his 
generation’s attention and allegiance to the Messiah. From John’s perspective, the 
true value of people seeing him was that people would then be positioned to see 
through him and gaze at Jesus. By willingly decreasing, John increased others’ 
view 
of the Savior.” (pg. 11-12) 
c. Closing prayer and response. 
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Altar call and prayer. 
 
Maybe to day is the day; you wish to give yourself as a human being to the one 
who was broken for you, crushed for you, wounded for you. 
 
Maybe today is the day you want to join this community of God’s people  
 
Maybe today is a day to become a member of this community of God’s people. 
 
Only in saying yes to Jesus, and by His grace, will you become the member of a 
community of God’s people. 
 
Prayer: 
 
 
…. 
 
 


