
SCRIPTURE READING

Mark 2:1-12

When Jesus returned to Capernaum several days later, the news spread quickly that he was back home.
2 Soon the house where he was staying was so packed with visitors that there was no more room, even
outside the door. While he was preaching God’s word to them, 3 four men arrived carrying a paralyzed man
on a mat. 4 They couldn’t bring him to Jesus because of the crowd, so they dug a hole through the roof above
his head. Then they lowered the man on his mat, right down in front of Jesus. 5 Seeing their faith, Jesus said
to the paralyzed man, “My child, your sins are forgiven.”
6 But some of the teachers of religious law who were sitting there thought to themselves, 7 “What is he
saying? This is blasphemy! Only God can forgive sins!”
8 Jesus knew immediately what they were thinking, so he asked them, “Why do you question this in your
hearts? 9 Is it easier to say to the paralyzed man ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or ‘Stand up, pick up your mat, and
walk’? 10 So I will prove to you that the Son of Man has the authority on earth to forgive sins.” Then Jesus
turned to the paralyzed man and said, 11 “Stand up, pick up your mat, and go home!”
12 And the man jumped up, grabbed his mat, and walked out through the stunned onlookers. They were all
amazed and praised God, exclaiming, “We’ve never seen anything like this before!”

 Tyndale House Publishers. (2013). Holy Bible: New Living Translation (Mk 2:1–12). Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House
Publishers.

SERMON

1) The News Spread Quickly
What kind of things were people hearing about Jesus?  He had authority over evil spirits. He
healed many people. Even leprosy.  He had traveled throughout the region, in many towns
and villages, preaching the Good News.

Listen to verse one in the King James:  “And again he entered into Capernaum after some
days; and it was noised that he was in the house.”
Mark 2:1 KJV
http://bible.com/1/mrk.2.1.kjv

Who knew the KJV could be the most rad?!

Jesus is in the House!  Do you believe that?  He is here today, our healer, our deliverer, our
Comforter, our Savior. He’s in the house!

News spreads quickly when new and good things are happening.  Mark 1:15 says this is
what Jesus did: 15 “The time promised by God has come at last!” he announced. “The Kingdom of God is
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near! Repent of your sins and believe the Good News!”
 Tyndale House Publishers. (2013). Holy Bible: New Living Translation (Mk 1:15). Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House
Publishers.

Let’s make a commitment together through Lent - that we will be spreaders of Good News.
 The ‘bad news’ has enough people on its team - you don’t need to worry about helping
spread bad news.  Let us be the ones who announce “The Kingdom of God is near! Repent
of your sins and believe the Good News!”

What if the news of the day is full of sadness and scary things?  How does Jesus make a
difference when evil seems to be “the news”?  We don’t know all the answers, especially to
things that are so violent and unfair. We do know that our own wisdom is not sufficient; our
best intentions will not be able to overcome, our righteousness falls short, and our anger will
not fully empower justice.  Jesus announced - the Kingdom of God is near! Repent of your
sins and believe the Good News.  Accept the message of the good news. The bad news
doesn’t negate the good news.  Allow Jesus to comfort you, empower you, and send you out
to shine the light in dark places and preach justice.

2) The Crowd was Blocking the Way
The friends who carried this paralyzed man to Jesus had to break through - overcome
obstacles - just to get to Jesus.  I’m glad none of you had to break through the roof this
morning in order to get into the sanctuary - but wouldn’t that be a trip if the crowd was that
thick!  There’s only one way a crowd like that grows - modern vernacular calls it ‘word of
mouth’.  Which means friend to friend spreading the news.  I want to do everything possible
to help, and as we do this together, let us pray that we could experience ‘being packed with
visitors’ like we read in this story.

Now, the roof of this home was not a 2018 Northern Virginia pitched roof, tile or shingles,
plywood, rafters, etc.  According to the Bible Knowledge Commentary, "Like many
Palestinian dwellings, this house probably had an outside stairway leading to a flat roof. So
the men went onto the roof. After digging through it (a composite of grass, clay, clay tiles,
and laths), they made an opening … above Jesus and lowered the paralyzed man before
Him (probably using fishing ropes that lay at hand)."
 Grassmick, J. D. (1985). Mark. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An
Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 112). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.

One thing that has always intrigued me is that they dug through at apparently the perfect
spot in order to let their friend down right in front of Jesus.  I think they must have been able
to see through the roof slightly or something, because Mark says they were digging right
above his head.  I can just see the pieces of grass, clay, tiles, etc. falling onto Jesus’ hair and
face as he’s speaking. It’s hard to know how long this all took, but it was a showstopper.

3) Some walls are invisible, but still must be broken through
Jesus doesn’t complain about having pieces of roof littering down on him.  Nor does he scold
the friends for interrupting him.  What he does is commend them for their faith.  The efforts
they had made to get their friend to this spot at this time revealed their faith. They wholly and
sincerely believed that what they needed to do was get him to Jesus, and then He would take
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it from there.

Jesus looks at the paralyzed man, and says something shattering: My child (a term of
endearment) - your sins are forgiven.

The walls of tradition, self-righteousness, pride and sin began shaking under the weight of
Jesus’ words.  The teachers of the law puffed in their thoughts - ‘Who does this man think he
is?’   Who indeed!  Jesus broke through their walls - walls of doubt, suspicion, and unbelief,
and spoke life and healing to this man.

4) Get up and walk
Jesus, in order to prove that he was the Son of Man foretold by the prophet Daniel, and that
he did have the power to forgive sins, says to the paralyzed man: Stand up, pick up your mat,
and go home.  The forgiveness already granted dealt with an invisible wall, and its results
were not obvious to everyone there.  But a physical healing was something everyone could
see.

And the man jumped up, grabbed his mat, and walked out through the stunned onlookers.
They were all amazed and praised God, exclaiming, “We’ve never seen anything like this
before!”

When love breaks through, a testimony breaks out.

When a testimony breaks out, praise is going to break out too!

Once the man was healed, he walked out through the crowd - they parted for him, stunned
with amazement.  He broke through - he was carried to Jesus, but left walking and carrying
his own mat.  He arrived bound by sin, but left there free and forgiven.  Love broke through!

I don’t know what it was like when his friends showed up at his house and said, we’re
carrying you to Jesus today!  Was he excited? Was he apprehensive?  Hopeful?  Slightly
uncooperative? Did he say, thanks guys, but I stayed up late watching SNL. Maybe another
time.  Or did he say, thank you so much! I have wanted to go, but need help getting there.

What I do know is that these friends were not easily desuaded.  They had faith in Jesus, and
love for their friend. The kind of love that broke through any inhibitions they had, and
propelled them into the written record of the Gospel.  Love broke through natural barriers,
tradition, social status (or lack thereof), religious strongholds, and community standards.  In
response, Jesus love broke through sin and sickness.  Love broke through.

And the news continued to spread. What is the Good News?  This is what Jesus was
preaching - that he is the Savior, sent to give his life as a ransom for many. We are all sinners,
in need of a savior. God is our creator, and loves us more than our intellect can fathom. His
love broke through every barrier in order to bring salvation. Jesus was born of a virgin, lived a
sinless life, died a sacrificial death, and was resurrected from the dead and lives forevermore.
He offers us his life, his goodness, his power, his love.  
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