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What A Strange Twist!   Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 

 

.     It is understandable that non-Christians would question 

Jesus and ask Him to prove Himself to them.  However, for 

Christians to be questioning Him is unthinkable.  Imagine 

that a friend of yours has fallen on rough times so you sac-

rifice time, effort and finances to wipe away all of his chal-

lenges and trials.  Your sacrifice have been very costly to 

you, but you were glad to do it because this is a friend that 

you really care about. 
  

However, after just a short period of time, your friend be-

gins to show a little ungratefulness and even some disre-

spect.  Bad choices and bad attitudes have caused him to 

fall back into rough times.  After all that you have done for 

him at great sacrifice, he begins to ask for more and more 

sacrifice from you.  He even moves to being a little disre-

spectful to you, when he says, “If you really mean it when 

you say that you care for me, then you will do this for me 

one last time.”  The problem is that there have already 

been many “last times.” 
  

You are thinking to yourself, “How many times do I have to 

prove my care for you?”  All of these challenges and trials 

are a result of your friend's bad choices and bad attitudes.  

When are you going to say, “Enough is enough!”?  When 

are you going to say, “No!”?  Doesn’t it look like your friend 

is simply taking advantage of you?  Who is going to blame 

you if you get to the point of saying, “What right does he 

have to keep taking advantage of me?” 
 

Isn’t it a strange twist that so many Christians take so 

much advantage of Jesus Christ?  Rather than be apprecia-

tive and grateful to Jesus, they express a spirit of entitle-

ment.  A spirit where they seem to express an attitude of, 

“because I have sacrificed my life in giving myself to you, 

you, Jesus,  owe this to me.”  This spirit of entitlement is 

also a spirit of pride.  In Proverbs it says that pride comes 

before the fall.  This kind of spirit puts you into the spirit of  

being the judge and jury over Jesus.  You judge Him for 

what He doesn’t do for you.  It becomes a situation that is 

all about your pain and your desires.  The focus becomes 

sharply focused on relieving your pain and fulfilling your 

desires.   
  

It is going to be an extremely painful day when the harsh 

reality becomes clear that Jesus is God and you are not.  

The above kind of attitude is where the student is trying to 

rise above the master and 

this is simply impossible to 

do.  Jesus is the only Lord, 

the only Master and the 

only Savior.  You will never 

be able to rise above Him 

and replace Him.  His pa-

tience and grace allows you to be obstinate, but there will 

come a time when you will have to answer to Him.   
 

His grace and patience is giving you the opportunity to re-

pent and turn back to Him.  He desires for you to love Him 

with all of your heart, mind, and soul.  He desires to have a 

personal and intimate relationship with you.  He is waiting 

and longing for you.  Jesus loves you this I know, for the 

Bible tells me so.  It does matter what you have done.  He 

still loves you and is ready and able to forgive you.  What 

really matters is what 

you will do in loving 

Jesus with all of your 

heart, mind and soul.  

Once you do this, you 

will be obeying Him 

with all your life.   
 

Satan wants you to 

take this strange 

twist and to remain 
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IN THIS 

Does it seem strange to you that there are numerous times when Jesus is being asked to prove 
Himself to someone here on earth?  It seems so strange that He is even being asked to prove 
Himself to even those who claim to be Christians.  Christians are those who have come to the 
point of realizing that Jesus is the only way, the only truth and the only life.  But, why are they 
constantly asking Jesus to prove Himself to them? 
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What A Strange Twist!     

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro   

 

State Offering 

Goal 

$115,000 

 twisted.  Jesus wants to see you repent and turn to Him so that He can straighten you out.  

Satan will twist you and torment you.     Jesus will straighten and secure you.  Dear people, 

the choice is yours to make.  A bad choice will bring you tough consequences.  The right 

choice will bring you into the loving arms of Jesus.  The choice is yours.  Choose wisely.  God 

bless you all. 

Sue Nishikawa served as WMU 

Director for the Hawaii Baptist 

Convention from 1954-1980.  The 

offering was named after Sue in 

1981 for her dedication to 

missions and ministry. 

John Rosemond has worked with families, children, and parents since 1971 in the field 

of family psychology. He is syndicated in approximately 225 newspapers nationwide and 

has written eleven best-selling parenting books. John has devoted his time to speaking 

and writing and is known for his sound advice, humor and easy, relaxed, engaging style. 

He will be speaking at the MACC McCoy Studio Theater from 2:00 –5:30 pm.  To 

register visit www.waterhouselecture.org or call (808)732-5561 ext. 204. 

Work Day at Waikapu 
Saturday, October 3 

8 am - 12 noon 



 

 

 

 What Will Get You Started Will Keep  

You Going Until The End  

Pastor Darren Sarmiento 

In a competitive race like running, there is always a start and finish line; a place where you 

begin and a place where you end. In order to get to the end you must start at the beginning. 

When a runner is at the starting line he has already determined that he will get to the end. A 

runner doesn’t ask himself IF he will finish.  He already believes that he will finish. He believes 

and trusts in himself because he knows how hard he has trained and the things he committed 

to give up for the sake of finishing and winning. What got the runner to the starting line was 

he knew that he was going to get to the finish line and nothing was going to stop him from 

getting there. 

As Christians, do we know that there is a start and finish line for each of us? And do we know that what gets us started will  keep 
us going until end? It is our belief and trust that gets us started and keeps us going. Unlike the competitive runner, it is not belief 
and trust in us but it is our belief and trust in Jesus Christ. Jesus said this in Matthew 10:22, “And all nations will hate you 
because you are my followers. But everyone who endures to the end will be saved.” There is one word the Bible uses in place of 
belief and trust. It is the word "faith" which was given to each and every one of us as a gift. In Ephesians 2:8-9 NIV it says, “8 For it 
is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one 
can boast.”  It is faith in Christ that gets us started and it is also what keeps us going until the end. In Hebrews 11:6 NIV it says, 
“And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he 
rewards those who earnestly seek him.”  Again, unlike the competitive runner it is not what you have done or given up but what 
Christ has done and what He gave up for you and me. It is faith in the gospel, the good news about Jesus that keeps us going 
until the end when you and I will be with Him and the Father for all eternity. Let me end with a statement that I hope you will 
take to heart and begin to live out.  

“What will get you started will keep you going until the end...Faith!” 

*    *    *    *    *    *    * 
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November
14

Women’s Fellowship

“Contentment”
Because the Lord is my 

Shepherd I have 

EVERYTHING
I need

Psalms 23:1

Calling Women of ALL ages!!! 
Join the women of VIF as we celebrate one 

another and invite our community in a reflection 

time of  

 

Guest speaker will be Robin Jones Gunn, an 

award winning, best-selling author of 82 books 

including the Christy Miller Series for teens and 

the Sisterchicks® novels for women who resides 

on Maui. 

Time:  8:30 a.m. - noon 

Place:  VIF High Street Sanctuary 

Cost:         $5.00  (available in back  

      following service) 

Sign-up for childcare 

“Contentment” 



 

 

 

Announcements 
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Be in the know.   
Join our text alerts. 

 

To receive messages via text, 
text @mrvif to 81010.  You can 
opt-out of messages at anytime 

by replying, ‘unsubscribe 
@mrvif’. 

 

Trouble using 81010?   

Try texting @mrvif to  

(808)670-3442 instead. 
 

Standard text message rates apply. 

 

Offering Goal $115,000 

Evangelistic Ministries and Healthy Churches—30% 
HPBC affiliated churches and organizations can request an 
allocation for Evangelistic Ministries—such as block parties, 
camps, and outreach ministries in the community.  Churches 
can request an allocation for workshops or training for the 
church to stay or become a healthy church. 

State and Associational Ministries—25% 
Ministries sponsored by the state or association can receive 
an allocation for Baptist Collegiate Ministries, International 
Ministries, youth or children’s camps and other ministries 
such as Seafarers’ Ministries or Crisis Pregnancy Ministries. 

Financial Assistance for Students—8% 
This allocation of the Sue Nishikawa Offering assists Baptist 
youth and adults with tuition assistance. Recipients of this 
assistance include Hawaii Baptist Academy and Wayland 
Baptist University. Assistance can be received for Leadership 
Development courses. 

Disaster Relief Ministries—5% 
This allocation is used to fund resources needed in times of 
disaster. It is also used to purchase equipment needed in 
disaster relief. 

Church/Mission Emergency Fund—2% 
This fund is available to HPBC churches and organizations to 
help in times of crisis. 

State or Association Sponsored Camps/Retreats—15% 
Scholarships make events possible for people to attend HPBC 
or associational sponsored camps or retreats. Assistance 
requirements include a scholarship of up to one-third of 
registration fees or $100 per person for airfare, not to exceed 
10 persons of $500 for airfare per church. 

WMU Administration—10% 
This fund supports and carries out the administration of the 
WMU and Missions Education programs. 

Promotion and Communication—5% 
This allocation is used in production and mailing of materials 
promoting the offering to HPBC churches. 



 

 

- 5 - 

 

Church 

Cleaning  

Ministry 
call Church  

Office 
244-0865 

280-5810 
Jenn.mpcmaui@gmail.com 

 

 

Crisis Care Ministry 
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 

419-8100 

Andy Sniffen  

264-0526 

call Church 
Office 

244-0865 

PHILIPPINE FALL MISSION 2015  
A CALL TO PRAYER  

 

Two Thirds World Network is once again putting 
together a mission in the Philippines this Fall.  Please begin praying how God 
may use you to impact lives for Jesus Christ in the Philippines.  God is amazing  
in the way he uses us to love like Jesus in our backyards and across oceans.  
Often we go in thinking we will be an instrument in God’s Hands to change 
other’s lives when in reality we find that it is our life that is changed. Won’t 
you seriously consider joining us this Fall to see how God can work in 
miraculous ways for His Glory?  We would love to have YOU!! 
 

Tentative Schedule: November 6-20 , 2015 

Mission Focus: EVANGELISM, MEDICAL MISSION, 
CONSTRUCTION 

 

If interested or would like more information: please contact Vince Bagoyo 
(808) 357-3842 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Support the Malama Pregnancy Center 
through Foodland’s “give aloha” 
Program during the month of 
September. 



 

 

“Continue steadfastly in prayer, being 
watchful in it with thanksgiving.” 

Colossians 4:2 (ESV)  
 

Here are opportunities to gather together  
in prayer 

Sundays 6am  
(Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 

 

Mondays 10 am & 6:30 pm  
(High St Sanctuary) 

 
Gather together to pray for God to move within 

ourselves, our church, community, nation and 
world.  Please join us for these very powerful times 

with the Lord and our brothers and sisters. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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High Street Cleaning Schedule 

Week of Sept 17-19 

Edwards, Kaneshiro, 

Reimann 
 

Week of Sept 24-26 

Shum Ohana 
 

Week of Oct 1-3 

Edwards, Kaneshiro, 

Reimann 
 

Week of Oct 8-10 

Blando Ohana 

 

  

6:00 am 
Prayer Meeting  

(Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 
 

7:00 am 
Set-up 

 

9:00 am 
Worship Service  

(no childcare) 
 

 
 

10:30 am 
Sunday School  

(High St Property) 

 
6:00 pm 

Evening Service  
(High St Property) 

 

 

TWO THIRDS WORLD NETWORK  

5th Annual Fun Run 

 

will be held on Saturday, October 10, 2015.  

Runners/walkers will gather at 5:00 am at Valley Isle Fellowship and make their way 
at 5:30 am to Kihei’s Kalepolepo Park, a total of 10 miles.  If you would like to 
participate, sponsor a participant, or if you would simply like more information, 
please visit the website:  http://twothirdsworld.org or contact: Grace Motonaga 
(cell: 357-4553). We are ON MISSION FOR CHRIST by building leaders and shaping 
the future. 

 Registration packets available on back table 

http://twothirdsworld.org


 

 

 

Valley Isle Fellowship 2015 Calendar 

 September 2015 
 

 13 6 am - Prayer Time (Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 

  9 am - Pastor Stephen 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

  12 noon - Trustees Meeting 

  6 pm - Pastor Stephen 

 

 14 10 am - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 

 

 16 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 

 

 20 6 am - Prayer Time (Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 

  9 am - Pastor Stephen 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

  6 pm - Pastor Stephen 

 

 21 10 am - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 

 

 23 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 

 

 27 6 am - Prayer Time (Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 

  9 am - Pastor Stephen 

  Lord’s Supper 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

  6 pm - Pastor Stephen 

 

 28 10 am - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 

 

 30 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 

 

Sunday Evening 

Service  
 

 VIF Church Sanctuary 

6:00 pm 

Associate Pastor  
Darren Sarmiento 

Cell:  (808) 757-1651 
Email: darrenvif@hawaii.rr.com 

Associate Pastor  
Jeremy Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 280-2780 
Email: vifjeremy@gmail.com 

Valley Isle Fellowship 

473 S High St, PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793 

ph: (808) 244-0865 vifoffice@hawaii.rr.com www.vifmaui.com  

www.facebook.com/valleyislefellowship 
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Sunday Morning 

Services 
 

Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria 
355 S High St. Wailuku, HI 96793 

 

Service - 9:00 am 

 
Sunday School - 10:30 am 

*Children & Youth Sunday School at High Street property* 
@VIFMaui 

Senior Pastor 
Stephen Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 419-8100 
Email: icastephen@gmail.com 

121 Ho`owaiwai Lp #801 
Wailuku, HI 96793 

Today's Worship Songs 

Today Is The Day 

God You Reign 

My Heart Is Yours 

mailto:pdarrenvif@gmail.com
mailto:vifjeremy@gmail.com
mailto:icastephen@gmail.com


 

 

 

 
 

Worship God and Him Alone  
(Worship the Creator not the Created – Worship God not the Things of God) 

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 

I. God                                Himself &                 man without                          . - Romans 1:20  

 A. God took the                        to reveal                         . 

 B. Once He revealed Himself man had                                  . 

II. God                      man. - Romans 1:21-25  

 A. Showed no                             or                               – v. 21 

 B. Darkness & Confusion brought                                 – v. 21-22 

 C. Worshiped                   rather than the                         – v. 23 & 25 

 D. So God abandons them to                         things – v. 24 

   1.                             &                              depravity – v. 24 

   2.                     depravity – v. 24 

   3. Depravity of                                    – v. 28-32 

III. Refused                            . 

 A. Sought                    &                      teaching. - 2 Timothy 4:3-4  

 B. Enjoyed                   . - 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12  

 C. Will be condemned for enjoying                   rather than                        . 

IV. Focused desires on                 not                    . - John 6:22-27 (NLT)  

 A. Crowds followed Jesus to                                 of what He                           . 

 B. Jesus admonished the crowd not to be concerned about                                                  . 

 C. Jesus said for them to spend their time seeking                                   . - Matthew 6:31-33  

 D. The crowd wanted to perform                                       . 

 E. They were not satisfied with                                             . - John 6:28-29  

 F. The crowd                        to wanting their                           filled. - John 6:30-32  

 G. The crowd was offered something                   than                     could have ever offered. 

  - John 6:33-40  

 H. The crowd begins to                        and                        . - John 6:41-65  

 I. Many                      Jesus. - John 6:66  

 J. Simon Peter –                     else or                  else will we go to? - John 6:67-71  

 K. After all of this, even one of the 12 would                        Jesus. 
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