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The “End” Does Not Justify the “Means”  Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 

.   Freedom is what our American culture is founded upon 
and this is what makes 
America so great.  However, 
there is a very powerful ef-
fort to destroy America by 
destroying the foundations 
of Truth. 

 
Many are willing to sacrifice Truth for their own desires.  
For them, the “end” justifies the “means.”  When the 
“end” is receiving your desires, then whatever “means” 
to accomplish that is justified.  This means that twisting 
the truth or even pushing what you know to be a lie is 
justified.   
 
Dear people of VIF, the “end” never justifies the 
“means.”  Jesus wants us to stand on Godly principles in 
a Godly way.  For Jesus, the “means” is just as important 
as the “end.”  His whole earthly life, and ministry, was a 
testament to this fact.  Jesus knew that He was born to 
be a sacrifice.  Therefore, He lived His life in perfect har-
mony with God’s will so that He could be the perfect sac-
rifice that would bring salvation to all who would lov-
ingly submit unto Him.  His “means” was the living out 
of His life in perfect loving obedience to God.  Without 
His perfect life, even if He was sacrificed in the same 
way that scripture says He was, His blood would never 
have cleansed us from our sins, because His life, “the 
means”, would have violated, and therefore, nullified 
God’s plan for our redemption and salvation.   
 
“You shall know the truth and the truth will set you 
free” is not just a nice statement, but it is a call for all 
Christians to be set free by the truth.  It is a call for us to 
realize that all truth can only be found in Jesus Christ.  It 
is a call for us to live in absolute truth and integrity.  
There is only truth and not different shades of truth.  
Truth and integrity need to be abided by regardless of 
what the consequences will be for holding on to it.  You 

 see, the “means” is in harmony with justifying the “end.”  
How you carry out the “means” will have a profound im-
pact on the “end.” 
 
The story is told of a young entrepreneur who became 
known as a great humanitarian.  He promoted himself 
as a rags to riches victor who, through hard work and 
diligence, rose from poverty to wealth by studying hard 
and working his way through society.  So great was his 
accomplishments that the people in his community 
elected him to higher and higher political office until he 
had the highest office in the land.  However, when it 
seemed that he was at the pinnacle of his success and 
fame, everything seemed to come crashing down on him 
in one day.  It was credibly revealed that all of his 
wealth that he used for his humanitarian efforts were 
obtained not by the means that he publicly professed to.  
It was revealed that he was the czar of one of the biggest 
and most horrible sex trafficking cartels in a seedy part 
of the world.  All of the good that he had accomplished 
was suddenly of no good when the means for doing that 
“good” was revealed.  
 

Over the next few weeks, we will be taking a journey in 
VIF.  This will be a painful journey as we travel down 
the pathway of Biblical Truth and trying to apply this in 
our community.  and world.  Remember that as Biblical 
Truth is revealed, it is not for the purpose of having 
greater knowledge.  It is for the purpose of having 
greater love and 
obedience unto 
our Lord.  It is so 
important that we 
allow Biblical 
Truth to change us 
so that we can 
truly be set free. 
This could mean 
that  we  might   be  
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 John 8:31-32 (NLT) 31 Jesus said to the people who believed in him, “You are truly my 
disciples if you remain faithful to my teachings. 32 And you will know the truth, and the truth 
will set you free.”  Today, many are willing to sacrifice the truth for a lie.  Jesus is saying to 
us that truth is so important that it will set you free.   
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The “End” Does Not Justify the “Means”  (continued) 

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro   

 

Week of Prayer 

September 6-12, 2015 

State Offering 

Goal 

$115,000 

  

called  to  a greater sacrifice, where our life and reputation might be jeopardized.  However, I 
want to remind you of what Jesus said.  John 15:12-14 (NLT) 12 This is my commandment: 
Love each other in the same way I have loved you. 13 There is no greater love than to lay down 
one’s life for one’s  friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command.  There is no greater 
privilege than to lay down your life and reputation at the feet of Jesus.  For there is no greater 
joy and fulfillment than to know that you are bringing glory and honor to Jesus.  “You shall 
know the Truth and the Truth will set you free.” 

Sue Nishikawa served as WMU 

Director for the Hawaii Baptist 

Convention from 1954-1980.  The 

offering was named after Sue in 

1981 for her dedication to 

missions and ministry. 

  Baptismal Service 

     Come join us!!! 

Date:  Saturday, Sept. 12 

Time:  9 a.m. 

Place:  Hoaloha Park   

  (airport-side of 

  Seaside Hotel) 

Therefore we were buried with Him by baptism indo death, in order that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too may walk in a new way of life.  

Romans 6:5  (HCSB) 



 

 

 

 

The Dead End of Darkness 

Pastor Jeremy Kaneshiro 

Are you in a hard spot? 
Does it seem like life is 
putting you down for the 
count? Does it feel like 
darkness is all around you?  
Take heart, you are worse 
off than you realize! Read 
Matthew 19:25-26: 

25 When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished, 
saying, “Who then can be saved?” 26 But Jesus looked at them 
and said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things 
are possible.” (ESV) 
 
I think for most of us our primary daily struggle is not 
obedience but belief, we struggle believing the simple facts 
of the gospel. We start to believe that the righteousness that 
God the Father will accept is our own good deeds. We 
believe that God loves and likes us according to our good 
deeds. We start to believe that “winning people to the Lord” 
is on us to be the wittiest, calm, loving, cool, etc. If left to our 
own ways of thinking we inevitably shrink God smaller and 
raise up our own status. We believe that it is our strength 
and wisdom that will break through the fog of unbelief, but 
we are wrong. And one of the most common disbeliefs is that 
man isn’t as sinful and broken as the Bible tells us. We 
disbelieve it because if we’re honest, it is extremely 
humbling to have to admit that you are helpless.  
 
I want to share the greatest news ever with you today. You 
are far weaker, foolish, broken and clueless than you realize. 
You are far more broken than you realize and that’s a good 
thing. Listen to Revelation 3:17-19: 

17 For you say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing, 
not realizing that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and 
naked. 18 I counsel you to buy from me gold refined by fire, so 
that you may be rich, and white garments so that you may 
clothe yourself and the shame of your nakedness may not be 
seen, and salve to anoint your eyes, so that you may see. 
19 Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline, so be zealous 
and repent.  (ESV) 
 
So, how can any of this be good news? How can the fact that 
I’m in an impossible situation spiritually and not even fully 
aware of how “…wretched, pitiable, poor, blind and naked…” 
be good news? How can this be an encouragement? If all I 
feel is darkness, how can I consider that to be a good 
situation?  

 
Because, Jesus did not come to fix the “kinda broken” or the 
“good but not great” people and ignore all the broken, sinful 
people. Rather, He came to seek and to save the lost, the 
broken, sinners, tax collectors, despised and morally 
bankrupt people because that’s all there is.  
 
The fact that we are broken and in an impossible situation is 
good news because, it is in darkness that the light of Christ 
shines most brightly. God is in the business of reaching into 
the darkness and turning the light of the gospel on. God is in 
the miracle business of turning dead souls into living, 
breathing souls that yearn to know Him more.  
 
Our brokenness and weakness is good news because we 

need to be reminded daily that it is not up to us to save 

ourselves. Our righteousness 

cannot win favor with God and 

instead the Lord calls all who 

love Him to come and drink 

deeply from Him and to yearn 

and find joy in Him. He wants us 

to trust that He is enough for us 

and that Jesus is the most valuable treasure.  

 

Listen to what Paul says in 2 Corinthians 4:6 

6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has 
shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. (ESV) 
 
Just think about that for a second, the same God who created 
light from darkness, everything from nothing  is the same 
God who speaks light into the darkness of our hearts. There 
may be some of you who are facing impossible situations 
and the one thing God wants you to know is that the 
darkness is where God does His most profound work. He 
doesn’t work from the strength of man but his weakness; 
isn’t that what 2 Corinthians 12 is all about? God works in 
the darkness to bring His light, He works in our weaknesses 
to expose His strength and He works in the heartache in 
order to show the true value and power of gospel joy.  
 
So, dear brother and sister in the Lord, please do not see the 
which God reveals  Himself in the most  profound ways to us.  

     (continued on page 4) 
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The Dead End of Darkness  (cont.) 

Pastor Jeremy Kaneshiro 

hard season as the time when God isn’t in control or that He is punishing you. No, understand that the darkness, 
brokenness, and hopelessness are the fertile ground in  

 
Remember 2 Corinthians 12:9 “ My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness.  (ESV)”. I know this is easy to say but hard to live, right? Who wouldn’t want a nice 
comfortable, easy life without any pain, darkness and suffering? Dear believer, do not despise 
the darkness but see it as God’s opportunity to show His great love and value to you.  
 
Remember, He works in the darkness in order to bring light there, so don’t think for a moment 

that our God cannot accomplish anything He wants. Don’t believe the lie that God cannot work 

in the bleakest situations, but believe Jesus’ words in Matthew 19:26 “26 But Jesus looked at 

them and said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”  (ESV) 
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Be in the know.   
Join our text alerts. 

 

To receive messages via text, text 
@mrvif to 81010.  You can opt-
out of messages at anytime by 
replying, ‘unsubscribe @mrvif’. 

 

Trouble using 81010?   

Try texting @mrvif to  

(808)670-3442 instead. 
 

November
14

Women’s Fellowship

“Contentment”

Because the Lord is my 
Shepherd I have 

EVERYTHING
I need

Psalms 23:1
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Church 

Cleaning  

Ministry 
call Church  

Office 
244-0865 

280-5810 
Jenn.mpcmaui@gmail.com 

 

 

Crisis Care Ministry 
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro 

419-8100 

Andy Sniffen  

264-0526 

call Church 
Office 

244-0865 

PHILIPPINE FALL MISSION 2015  
A CALL TO PRAYER  

 

Two Thirds World Network is once again putting 
together a mission in the Philippines this Fall.  Please begin praying how God 
may use you to impact lives for Jesus Christ in the Philippines.  God is amazing  
in the way he uses us to love like Jesus in our backyards and across oceans.  
Often we go in thinking we will be an instrument in God’s Hands to change 
other’s lives when in reality we find that it is our life that is changed. Won’t 
you seriously consider joining us this Fall to see how God can work in 
miraculous ways for His Glory?  We would love to have YOU!! 
 

Tentative Schedule: November 6-20 , 2015 

Mission Focus: EVANGELISM, MEDICAL MISSION, 
CONSTRUCTION 

 

If interested or would like more information: please contact Vince Bagoyo 
(808) 357-3842 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Support the Malama Pregnancy Center 
through Foodland’s “give aloha” 
Program during the month of 
September. 



 

 

“Continue steadfastly in prayer, being 
watchful in it with thanksgiving.” 

Colossians 4:2 (ESV)  
 

Here are opportunities to gather together  
in prayer 

Sundays 6am  
(Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 

 

Mondays 10 am & 6:30 pm  
(High St Sanctuary) 

 
Gather together to pray for God to move within 

ourselves, our church, community, nation and 
world.  Please join us for these very powerful times 

with the Lord and our brothers and sisters. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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High Street Cleaning Schedule 

Week of Sept 10-12 

Aikala Ohana 
 

Week of Sept 17-19 

Edwards, Kaneshiro, 

Reimann 
 

Week of Sept 24-26 

Shum Ohana 

 
 

Week of Oct 1-3 

Edwards, Kaneshiro, 

Reimann 

  

6:00 am 
Prayer Meeting  

(Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 
 

7:00 am 
Set-up 

 

9:00 am 
Worship Service  

(no childcare) 

 
 

10:30 am 
Sunday School  

(High St Property) 

 
6:00 pm 

Evening Service  
(High St Property) 

 

TWO THIRDS WORLD NETWORK  

5th Annual Fun Run 

 

will be held on Saturday, October 10, 2015.  

Runners/walkers will gather at 5:00 am at Valley Isle Fellowship and make their way 
at 5:30 am to Kihei’s Kalepolepo Park, a total of 10 miles.  If you would like to 
participate, sponsor a participant, or if you would simply like more information, 
please visit the website:  http://twothirdsworld.org or contact: Grace Motonaga 
(cell: 357-4553). We are ON MISSION FOR CHRIST by building leaders and shaping 
the future. 

 Registration packets available on back table 

Contact UH Cooperative Extension for registration and 
information:  Phone: 244-3242 ext. 226 

   Email:  heather8@hawaii.edu 

   Cost: $25 (scholarships  
    available) 

Classes in Kahului, Wailuku and Pukalani..  See flyer on 
back table for more information. 

Powerful Tools For Caregivers (PTC) 

Do you care for a parent, spouse, friend or someone who 
lives at home, in a nursing hoe, in another state or 
country?  PTC is designed to help caregivers like you! 

 

 The 6-week PTC helps caregivers to: 
 Reduce personal stress 
 Communicate effectively with family, health care 

workers and others 
 Solve problems & make touch decisions 
 Access community resources 

http://twothirdsworld.org


 

 

 

Valley Isle Fellowship 2015 Calendar 

 September 2015 
 

 6 6 am - Prayer Time (Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 

  9 am - Pastor Stephen 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

  6 pm - Pastor Stephen 

  

 6-12 Sue Nishikawa Missions Offering Week of  

  Prayer 

 

 7 Labor Day—Office closed 

  NO Prayer Meetings 

     

 9 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 

 

 13 6 am - Prayer Time (Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 

  9 am - Pastor Stephen 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

  12 noon - Trustees Meeting 

  6 pm - Pastor Stephen 

 

 14 10 am - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 

 

 16 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 

 

 20 6 am - Prayer Time (Pastor Jeremy’s Office) 

  9 am - Pastor Stephen 

  10:30 am - Sunday School at High St Property  

  6 pm - Pastor Stephen 

 
 21 10 am - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 
  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting @ Sanctuary 

 

 23 6:30 pm - Youth Group “Fuel” @ Sanctuary 

 

Sunday Evening 

Service  
 

 VIF Church Sanctuary 

6:00 pm 

Associate Pastor  
Darren Sarmiento 

Cell:  (808) 757-1651 
Email: darrenvif@hawaii.rr.com 

Associate Pastor  
Jeremy Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 280-2780 
Email: vifjeremy@gmail.com 

Valley Isle Fellowship 

473 S High St, PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793 

ph: (808) 244-0865 vifoffice@hawaii.rr.com www.vifmaui.com  

www.facebook.com/valleyislefellowship 
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Sunday Morning 

Services 
 

Wailuku Elementary School Cafeteria 
355 S High St. Wailuku, HI 96793 

 

Service - 9:00 am 

 
Sunday School - 10:30 am 

*Children & Youth Sunday School at High Street property* 
@VIFMaui 

Senior Pastor 
Stephen Kaneshiro 

Cell:  (808) 419-8100 
Email: icastephen@gmail.com 

121 Ho`owaiwai Lp #801 
Wailuku, HI 96793 

Today's Worship Songs 

Everyday 

For Al You’ve Done 

More Than Amazing 

mailto:pdarrenvif@gmail.com
mailto:vifjeremy@gmail.com
mailto:icastephen@gmail.com

